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ON DISEASES OF THE JOINTS. 

rROU MR. USTOir't lICTUESf AT THE OlIIVBRSITT CO|,LX«X HOfflTAI*- 

Excision of the joints, said Mr. Liston, was an operation which bad 
been practised, he feared, rather indiscriminately, in cases where, per- 
haps, complete rest might have saved the patient the suffering and risk 
of an operation ; or again, where the disease was so far advanced that 
no hope of recovery from this operation was left. It was, however, a 
highly advisable and successful proceeding in many cases. There was, 
generally speakmg, Httle difficulty in effecting the disarticulation, the 
ligaments being almost destroyed ; though, m the case of the elbow 
which was operated on the other day, there was a great deposit of new 
bone round the diseased part, with a condensation of the soft parts, 
which rendered the proceeding somewhat more difficult than usual. 
This deposit of new bone, as he had already remarked, would disappear 
by absorption after the ulcerated and unsound articulating ends were re- 
moved ; further, it was not at all necessary to interfere. Young subjects 
might, after excision, recover some useful motion of the eHK>w-jornt ; 
the muscles of the neighborhood formed new attachments, new liga- 
ments were formed, and bone deposited. This was not to be expected 
in the adult, in whom it was a safer and better plan to endeavor to obtain 
a stiff joint at the most favorable angle. 

Disease of the ShauUer^oint was of less frequent occurrence than 
any of the others. This disease was indicated by wasting and weak- 
ness of the affected limb ; indeed, in the primary stages of the afibction, 
the weakness was the only sign to lead to a supposition of the real state 
of the case. You would find the deltoid, supra spinatus, and other 
neigbboring muscles, wasting away without pain or mucK annoyance to 
the patient, except when the joint was moved, to as to bring the articu* 
htory surfaces in contact. The Kmb became loose in consequence of 
the ligaments bmng softened, and there was ^[reat latitude of motion in 
every direction. Unless the progress of the disease was soon checked, 
it rapidly gained ground. The dbease generally commenced in the 
synovial membrane, and then ulceradon of the surface of the bones 
forming the joints took place. In the first stage of the complaint abso^ 
late repose of the limb, by means of a slinr and a splint, fonm 6f tbhi 
sUrt leather, was the proper proceetKng; ' When pym was prestfot, coun-^ 
fer-iiYitants were to be employed, aiid repeated bhMrs, fi)imed bjr means' 
of Avs iutnit9 of tiShf^fy wto tne of the ncfM eflreieiit m^ns dr 'CMryvig 
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8 On Diseaits (^f the Joints. 

this into ciSect. An issue might be formed on each side of the joints 
by imposing a bit of potassa fusa, the size of a split pea, and confining 
it by a bit of lint and plaster for a few hours. This was quite as efS- 
cient and much less appalling and painful than the actual cautery in any 
form, moxa or other. Peas were not necessary, as dressing the part 
with ointment of tartarized antimony, when it was likely to heal, for an 
hour or two, was quite sufficient to refresh it and restore the discharge. 
The patient's health must also be looked to, and the preparations of 
iron were among the most useful. The disease, however, would fre- 
quently go on in spite of every plan, or the patient might not apply 
sufficiently early to carry these proceedings into effect ; not coming un- 
der the eye of the surgeon until matter had formed in all directions, and 
the joint had become thoroughly disorganized. In such a case as that, 
means must be taken to remove the cause of the local disturbance ; and 
as it would be cruel, under such circumstances, to amputate the limb, 
the operation of resection should be resoited to. This operation had 
been practised by Messrs. Bent, Orred, Moreau, Morel, Syme, and him- 
self. Mr. Blackburn had alluded to the cases which he (Mr. L.) had 
treated, and complains that he could procure no satisfactory account of 
them, so that he might render them available in his paper. As he (Mr. 
L.) was settled in London at the time the paper was written, he felt 
rather surprised that no application had been made to him for the par- 
dculars, both of these and the operations on the elbow and other joints, 
which he would have willingly furnished. He had performed the opera- 
tion on the shoulder three times successfully, and the parts removed 
were before them. The operation of excbion of the shoulder was one 
which must vary according to the extent of the disease. In some cases 
it was sufficient to remove the head of the humerus ; while in others, 
portions of the scapula must be taken away. In some cases the glenoid 
cavity was sound, but the end of the acromion and clavicle required 
excision. It was done in this case by means of the cross-cutting for- 
ceps, with difficulty ; the saw could not be well employed b this part 
of the operation. 

Disease of the Foot, — ^The great toe was very frequently diseased ; 
the smaller toes were not nearly so often affected ; he had seen, he 
should tliink, not more than ten or twelve cases of disease in the small 
toes during the last fifteen years. The great toe was much more ex- 
posed to injury than any of the others. The disease commenced either 
m the bone itself, or in the articulations; and here. were a great many 
specimens in which it had taken place in the metatarsal bone. Some- 
Umes it commenced in the bone, and implicated the joint, while it 
often, again, commenced in the articulations^ and, most frequently, in 
that one between the metatai*sal bone and phalanx. Here is a speci- 
men removed a few days ago from an unhealthy lad, in whom swelling 
imd pain on the inner part of the foot came on without any assignable 
cause, and a collection of matter formed. He (Mr. L.) suspected, at 
first sight, that the bone was diseased. The abscess was opened freely, 
and on introducing; a. probe, some days afterwards, it was found to pass 
into the cancelDued structure. The disease^as they might perceive, 
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On Diitoiei of the Jainti. 7 

lay betwixt the bead of the metatarsal bone of the great toe and the 
internal cuneiform bone, which was also extirpated. Here was a speci- 
men of necrosis in the same situation. 

He~ had already stated that he had seen the metacarpal bone of the 
thumb removed, the organ being afterwards useless. The metatarsal 
bone of the great toe had also been taken out ; amputation, he. was now 
fully convinced, would have been a more advisable proceeding— one at- 
tended with much less pain. Generally speaking, the entire of the part 
diseased, and a pcMtion of the sound bone beyond, should be removed. 
The amputation might be performed at any of the articulations ; or, 
again, it might be necessary to divide the bone in its middle, as in the 
disease in the metatarso-phalangeal joint. The removal of the whole 
of the metatarsal bone was frequently rendered imperative. Even the 
bone supporting that, the internal cuneiform, as they had witnessed, cir- 
cumstances might demand the removal of. The cutting forceps intro- 
duced by him (Mr. L.^, many years ago, into the surgical apparatus, 
aflbrded great facility m many of these operations. The sole of the 
loot and palm of the hand, when the use of this instrument was well 
understood, did not require to be encroached on, and hence there was 
much less trouble from hemorrhage, the plantar or palmar arches being 
generally uninjured. 

There was often very extensive disease of the foot, involving the en- 
tire chain of bones running across it, the whole of the tarsal bones, or 
the articulations between them, becoming affected, fix>m which it some- 
times became necessary to remove the foot by Chopart's operation. 
Again, the disease might only involve one bone, as, for instance, the 
cuboid, or os calcis ; and m some cases the joints were untouched, 
though, generally speaking, they were more or less afiected. A com- 
mon seat of the disease was in the articulation between the astragalus 
and OS calcis, and this soon spread to the other bones and joints of the 
ibot. In this case (showing a recent specimen) it is probable the disease 
commenced in the bone-*-the os calcis, as could be observed, was a 
mere wreck. It was in the synovial apparatus betwixt the bones, on 
the other hand, that the disease in the patient Tuck seemed to have 
originated. Disease of these parts, like that in other joints, soon in- 
volved the neighboring parts. In this case there were swelling, pain, 
and inability to use the limb ; abscesses formed around ; these burst, 
fcrming a number of sinuses, which ran across the joint, and led to the 
bones. In one of the cases in question, the abscesses appeared betwixt 
the tendo Achillis and the bones of the leg. Rest, counter-irritation, 
and supporting the patient's health, is the plan of proceeding in the 
earlv stages, and this must be for a long time persevered in. It was 
well to make the patient walk about, resting upon the knee, on a woodea 
leg, instead of using crutches. In advanced cases any filan was often 
unavailing, the knife being at last required. When this was determined 
oo, it would remain to be considered wbat wouM be the best plan of 
amputating, and this would depend, in a great measure, upon the meana 
wfaicb the person has of getting proper ^ppaIalu8• Now and tbei^ 
however, id diseases al the feot, thci tfember might be scvod fif a f$s^ 
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jtial romoiral ;or the bones, aa when the disease was situated in the cuboid 
bdne, or calcaneum. An inoision, to effect this, should be made in the 
external parts, and the diseased portion removed by a small trephioei 
•flcoqp or forceps. Sometimes a carious cavity had to be dealt with, and 
ocoasionally portions of dead bone might be taken away, with a fair 
prospect cf permanent recovery. One or two such cases had been so 
4reated in this hospital. Resection might be resorted to occasionally, 
even where the tibio-tarsal articulation was affected. He had performed 
this operation several times when in the north. He had, indeed, re- 
moved the whole of the ankle-joint, successfully, in two instances ; tlie 
only inconvenience arising from the operation consisted in the limb 
being rather shorter and the joint stiff. He bad seen those two indi- 
viduals walking stoutly and well, many years after the operation, and 
-Ibey might be forthcoming yet perhaps. In cases of accident, whero 
4be end of the libia, sometimes with the fibula and astragalus, had beea 
thrown out of their [^ace, the removal of the protruding portion was, 
t$ they must be aware, an advisable and successful proceeding, and ooe 
which had often been practised by many good aurgeons, as Park, Goocfai, 
Hey, Sir A. Cooper, &c. be. 

They had lately witnessed a very rapid recovery after the removal of 
more than an inch and a half of the articulating end of the tibia. The 
xsircumstance of the fibula being entire or not (and it seldom did escape 
in tbb ii^ury) had a considerable influence on the cure, as regarded ita 
rapidity and the usefulness of the member. The diseases of the knea 
and hip-joints are still to be considered. 



PHLEGMONOUS INFLAMMATION OF THE ABDOMEN. 

(Coinmanlc»ted for the Boston Medical aod Surgical Journal.) 

H. 6. H., of Spencerport, of a bilious sanguino-phlegmatic tempera- 
ment, tlie 4)ilioa<« predominating, a man naturally of strong mental as 
well as physical powers, but whose constitution had been somewhat im* 
paired by repeated and severe attacks of bilious disease, by trade a 
carpenter and joiner, had been engaged for about six weeks previous to 
being taken sick, in a Methodist protracted meeting, of which he was a 
class-leader. He was subjected through the day, and usually till 10 or 
12 o'clock at night, to a heated and crowded house, with great mental 
and physical excitement, and would then go out in the chilly night air, 
and walk a mile. Being naturally quite fleshy, his system was kept con-* 
atantly on the brink of disease. When taken down, he was engaged in 
painting over head. First complained of languor and lassitude, followed 
by chills and Bashes, with slight pain and soreness b the right iliac re^ 
gion. On examination discovered eochymosis, or a black and blue spot, 
directly over the seat of the pain. Sent for a physician. Dr. Washburn. 
T lis was Tueday, April 24th, 1838. Dr. W. came and bled him ; 
ad»ninistered a large portion of calomel in divided doses, followed with 
mJti and senna, after the operation of ichich, he was put upon a sohif 
4109 of 0aii^ taiaar, ijanaiiMaliQg dot^, altamaled viih spt. nit. dula. 
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aod Dorer's powder. The Ueediog was repeated the next day, with a 
calomel purge the day following. 

This course was continued, save the bleeding, till I saw hiRi on Sun- 
day, the 29tb. Kept him upon the same through the day, considering 
what bad been done highly proper and efficient. At this time there 
was a general tumefaction over the bowels. Complained of excruciate 
ing pain on the passage of physic ; in fact, blood and mucus, in con- 
siderable quantity, passed from him, attended for a day or two with al- 
most an entire suppression of urine ; what little did pass was high 
colored, thick and muddy. On Monday we put him on deobstruent 
doses of calomel once in 4 hours, Dover's powder, with an increase of 
opium to allay the severe pain in the bowels ; sul. nit«, spt. nit. dulc, 
mucilage gum arabic, as diuretics. On Tuesday night discovered tlie 
gums were slightly touched. Followed the next day with salt and sen- 
na, giving just before the operation a dose of the antimonial solution, so 
as to induce severe nausea, which was followed by vomiting and purging, 
in immense quantities, of a dark, grumous, bilious matter, surpassing in 
quantity anything I ever saw before. At this period there seemed to 
be a breaking up of the disease. The coat began to |)eel off the tongue ; 
urine abundant and of natural color ; perspiration free ; in fiict, all the 
secretions became free and abundant, with quite a strong desire for food 
the day following. We now anticipated immediate convalescence. 
The disease had been looked upon as a bilious fever of the remittent 
prpe, by Dr. Washburn and myself. There was an exacerbation oi 
lever ni«;ht and morning, complicated with congestion of the walls or 
parietes of the abdomen, and tliere bad been constantly more or less 
tume&ction, which at this time subsided, with the exception of a tumor 
about the st2e of an inverted tea-saucer, in the situation of the ecchy- 
mosed spot. 

From this period convaldscence stopped ; the patient complained of 
ereat pain in the tumor ; the pulse became quick and wiry ; no desire 
lor Ibod, with sickness and nausea. On Friday, my friend Dr. Edson, 
of Scottsville, saw him in council, and considered the tumor to be phleg- 
monous inflammation ; thought it might be discussed, but that no matter 
would form ; to eflbct which, he advised to keep up a slight mercurial 
action with the blue pill ; the other medicine the same ; and in addition 
to Che poultk^s which we had applied from the first to the tumor, an oint- 
ment of 1 drachm of iodine, 10 grs. per chloride mercury, 1 oz. lard. 
He remained much in the same state till Monday following, when bv 
throwing off the clothes from him, or some other cause, there was a sud- 
den and violent increase of the inflammation, with a change of place ; 
the tumor now extending as high up as the ribs, and involving the who^e 
umbilical region. At this time Drs. Edson, from Scottsvilk, and El- 
wood, firom Rochester, saw him. They now thought suppuration would 
' take place; advised to continue the same course, with blistering. A blis- 
ter applied. From this time the patient grew worse for a few days ; 
excruciating pain ; the pulse quick aod wiry ; the coat again peeled 
from the tongue, leaving it dry and parched, and of a fiery-red color. 
We now looked on the case as &tal. But in a day or two the roost 
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alarming symptoms subsided, the pulse became slower and softer, the 
tongue moist and slightly coated, the fever greatly abated, with perspi-^ 
ration, sometimes profuse. He still complained of constant and severe 
pain in the tumor. From this time forward warm mucilagiBoas poultiee» 
were constantly applied, principally slippery elm ; his bowels kept open 
with gentle cathartics; sal. nit., spt. nit. dulc, crem. tart., mucilage 
gum arable, were alternately given at regular intervals, with Dover's 
powder on a rise of fever, and constantly at night, with an increase of 
opium to ])rocure rest from the harassing pain. 

On the 2Sth of May signs of suppuration came on, chills and rigor, 
with a slight abatement of pain ; evident fluctuation was soon perceived.r 
And now there was great anxiety with patient, friends and neighbors, to 
have the tumor opened, as a great deal of alarm and fear had been en* 
tertained that when suppuration took place, it would break the inside 
and produce certain death. This result was predicted by a physician, 
who said he had known a case of the kind. I tried to disabuse them of 
these fears. As far as my limited knowledge extended, no case of the 
kind had ever been reported ; for it is an established law of the animal 
economy that all formations of matter tended to the surface, and when 
they opened of themselves it was always externally ; therefore no fears 
need be entertained. But such anxiety was manifested, that on the 4th 
of June I made an incision into it, probably to the depth of one and a half 
inches, through the sound flesh. A small quantity of matter followed 
the instrument, but no more. The operation, for a day or two, seemed 
to aggravate the symptoms, as I have seen it in case of inflamed breast, 
where an opening has been made too early, for the sake of quieting the 
woman. A tent was [inserted in the wound to keep it open. On the 
7th day from this, the 11th of June, the tumor was at its largest size. 
From one iliac region to the other, it measured about 8 inches, from the 
pubis to the epigastric between 7 and 8. By inserting a probe into the 
opening, to the bottom of the abscess, it was 4} inches. On enlarging 
the opening, by a new incision, matter flowed freely ; the precise quan- 
tity not known, but supposed to be a number of pints. 

From this time the tumor decreased, and he convalesced rapidly. 
On the 27th of June I saw him the last time ; found him 1 or 2 miles 
from home, the tumor entirely subsided, save some induration of the 

Earts about the navel, opening almost healed. Soon went about his 
usiness. 
I send this imperfect report of (to me) a rare and interesting case, 
never having seen one or the report of one just like it. Dr. Elwood 
never saw but one, and that proved fatal. Dr. Edson never saw one 
just like it. These men have practised in this county more than twenty 
years, and are acknowledged to be the best in it. Will you or some of 
your numerous correspondents make strictures on the above, as I am 
young, have but just learnt my alphabet in medicine, and wish instruc- 
lion. Yours, very respectfully, George P. Howabd, M.D. 

Adam Basin, N. ¥., Jan. 22, 1839. 
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ANTiaUITY OP LITHOTRITY. 

[OaB readerscannot but be interested in the following communication from 
the venerable and celebrated Dr. Coxe, of Philadelphia. His name carries 
us back to the days of Rush, Wistar, and other great men in the science 
of medicine, who were ornaments to the age iu which they lived. It 
rarely happens in these times that physicians evince that laborious re- 
search after knowledge which characterized those distinguished pioneers 
in medicine on the Continent of America. The construction of the 
paper from Dr. Coxe brings to mind the character of the old school of 
medical philosophers — ^they were indefatigably persevering in the pur- 
suit of truth. — Eo.] 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical' and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — In the No. of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of January 
9lh, page S6\, is an interesting paper, headed <* Documents in the 
History of Uthotrity, principally among the Arabians/' inc. In it we 
find a passage cited from Albucasis on the subject, as seems to be in- 
ferred, irom an edition of 1519 of bis <' liber Theoriae rec (nee. qu. ?) 
non practice." 

i have never met with the work in question, but have two editions of 
his work on Surgery — ^the one entitled '< Albucasis Chirurgicorum om- 
nium Primarii, Lib. tres," in fol., printed at Argent. (Strasburgh, 1 be- 
lieve), an. 1532 — ^together with the four books of Octavius Horatianus 
on medical subjects, and both apparently translated into Latin by Here- 
mannus; the other, printed at Basil, 1541, is edited by Uieronymus 
Gemusaeus, in connection with several other ancient writers on dimreat 
subjects relating to medicine. This is also in Latin, and fol. form. 
Both of them contain, under the head '^ de extractione L^pidis," cb« 
60, the quotation given in English by you from J. Channing's transla- 
tion ; and as it may interest your readers to see the Latin version of the 
above old editions, I copy it out, at least of one of them, for they differ 
slightly from each other ; neither of them, however, terminate as in the 
English, with the pious ejaculation there given, nor is their division of 
the different sentences, respectively, the same ; nor do the figures of 
the instrument employed, correspond with that given in your Journal. 

** Quod si lapis est parvus, et sit in meatu virge, et figitur in eo, et 
probibet urine exitus: tunc cura ipsum ea ratione quam exposui ante- 
quam pervenias ad sectionem. Multotiens enim fit per banc curationem 
ut nihil opus sit sectione. Ego enim probavi illud ; necesse est antem 
ttt accipias perforatorium ex ferro alfelud (a(/ertco, alter) cujus haM^ est 
forma. 

TiM Afan In tiM 

■ _ other copy it nearlj 

^.^^^HM^^^MHd^^^^ ttM Mine, but better 
^^^^ «xeeuted end mora 
Arouneoted. 




Triangulate extremitatis acutum fixum in ligno^ Deinde accipe 
filum, et liga cum eo virgam sub lapide ut non redcat ad vesicam. 
Peiode intromitta fenum perforans in yirgam c^ta iaeiliute> donee per- 
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veniat perforatoriam ad ipaom lapidem, et revolre perforatorium manu 
tua in ipso lapide paulatim, et coDeris perforationem ejus, donee facias 
ipsttm peaetrare a parte altera. Urina namque absolvitur statim, deinde 
pr^me ittanum tuam super illud quod remansit ex lapide ab exteriore 
]^rt« virge. Ipse enim frangitur, et egreditur cum urina, et sanatur 
j*i6rmus. Si autem non succedit haec curatio propter aliquid quod pro- 
bibet ab iUo : tunc liga filum sub lapide, et filum alium supra lapidem. 
Deinde seca super lapidem in ipsa virga inter duas ligaturas. Deinde 
^t^fae ipsum, postea solve ligamentum, et mundifica sanguinem con* 
ll^latum qui fit in vulnere. Et non est necessarium ligamentum fili sub 
hipide, nisi ut non redeat ad vesicam, et ligamentum aliud desuper, 
nisi ut quando solvitur filum post egressionem lapidis, redeat cutis ad 
locum suum, etcooperiat vulnus : et propter illud necesse est ubi quando 
ligas filum superius, ut eleves cutem ad superiora, ut redeat exempto 
hpide m locum suum, et cooperiat vulnus sicut diximus." 

It is obvious, fixnn the whole oi this extract, that the process of tere- 
bretion directed refers to a calculus in the urethra, and not in the blad- 
der^-'^s the first quoted passage in your paper would more directly iu'^ 
dicate. I should, however, desire to see the original, since I can 
scarcely imagine so interesting a direction would occur there, and not 
be renewed in this especial chapter of the Surgery de extractione Lor 
pide^ m which the operation is detailed. I cannot find, in any part of 
this work, a hint of any kind that would lead to a suspicion that lithotrity 
vras by Albucasis supposed appUcable to the stone in the bladder iuelf. 
Something like an idea of this nature appears, however, to have im- 
pressed itself on the mind of Marianus Sanctus, a celebrated Italian sur- 
geon, who wrote a " Compendium ChirurgiaB," which was published 
at Venice, and subsequendy (1555) atTiguri,in a cdlection d surgical 
writings, entitled " De Chirurgia Scriptores optimi quique Veteres et 
recentiores, plerique in Germania antehas non editi, nunc primum in 
onom conjuncti volumen." 

In this work of Marianus, amongst other treatises, is one entitled 
" Libellus aureus de Lapide vesicas per incisionem extrahendo ;" and 
another, " de lapide renum et vesice Libellus " — in the last of which, 
^er speaking of the stone, and its symptoms, he, among other obstf* 
vations is the following (p. 182). '^ Verum si quis modus erit lapicfis in 
vesica firangendi, vel sol vendi sine nocumento et periculo, experientia com- 
-pfobatus, diectur in uostro commento, quod in terdo k capite ad pedes 
usque Avicenns componemus, sub quo indicans ratio, et experimentum 
allieiens merentur." I cannot find the comment to which allasicn is 
made, and therefore know not to what it amounts. I have looked into 
Avicenna, but discover nothing allied to it in those parts of his work 
which treat of the stone ; it would, nevertheless, appear, from the ex- 
tract I have given, that the subject had been considered, if not carried 
into eflfect, by Marianus ; and I regret therefore that I have nothing to 
direct me further in its research. 

If this communication is adapted to the nature of your excellent 
Journal, it is much at your service ; if not, it has not been altogether 
useless to me in the research it has led to, for I have lighted bn'Sbiue 
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other topics of much interest, in tbe works of the old writers who are 
herein named. I am, very respectfully, your obt. servt., 

Philadelphia, Feb. 1, 1839. John Redman Coxe. 

P. S. — ^I have copied the above as we should now write the words ; 
in the old authors, it is usual to have many contractions, and to write 
tbe letter v as an u, almost uniformly, which renders their works at times 
somewhat difficult and obscure. J. R. C. 



ABUSE OF CATHARTIC DRUGS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — ^A remark of yours in the Journal some time since fell under my 
observation, concerning the abuse of cathartics by sailors. 1 am led to 
think that they are not the only class to whom your remarks would 
apply. Let one notice the advertisements of our nostrum venders, and 
be will have some idea of the demand for cathartic medicine that can 
thus support the advertising columns in almost every newspaper in the 
land. I would not be understood to think that all nostrums are ca- 
thartic ; but you will find that far the greater part are of this class — 
and why ? because tbe popular cry is, give us physic, i. e., something 
that will purge smartly ; and if it does not do this thoroughly, the medi- 
cine is good for nothing. Our pill-venders, aware of this popular no- 
tion, endeavor to form their pills to meet the public sentiment. Accord- 
ingly they use the most drastic, and many of them the most acrid 
stimulating resins. These imperfect compounds, formed often by inex- 
perienced apprentices, are supplying the community with their most 
common family pills. Every practitioner who has been one year in 
practice must have witnessed cases of disease caused or aggravated by 
the use of patent pills. Now why is it that regular practitioners give 
their aid in upboldingthi» system of (|uackery-*either in using or re- 
commending them? They are not all, perhaps, equally detrimental; 
but in my opinion every physician should use his own compounds in pre- 
ference to this patent stuff. A practitioner of 30 years' experience, in 
speaking of BrandretVs pills, says " they are only useful in cleaning 
out chimneys" 

To show that I have some grounds for the above remarks, I will 
mention a case. 

August 27, I was called to visit a lad about 8 years old ; found him 
much prostrated ; his pulse small and hard ; had been vomiting for 
several hours ; his tongue white in the middle, witli red edges, and great 
thirst ; was evidently laboring under gastritis. Venesection, anodynes 
and mucilages, with a blister to the epigastrium, with occasional enemas, 
was the first part of the treatment. Under this course he seemed to 
recover for 24 hours ; but the heat and pain in the stomach retumedi 
with great thirst and vomiting, and he died in 6 days. 

From the parents I learned that he had diairrhosa for some days, oc- 
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ca»oned, they supposed, by eating too much fruit. The day before 1 
was called, a friend had prescribed, as a certain cure, Brandreth's piUt. 
He took 5 of these piils, which occasioned violent vomiting and purging. 
Whether this inflammation of the prima via, which terminated in death, 
was occasioned or aggravated by the use of Brandreth's pills, 1 leave 
others to judge. N. B. Pickett. 

Gt. Barringtan, Dec. 26, 1838. 



SEA-SICKNESS. 

[The following discussion on the causes of sea-sickness took place at a 
late meeting of the Medical Society of London.] 

Dr. J. Johnson said, that having had siiiteen years' experience re- 
specting sea-sickness, he would offer an opinion on its cause. He had 
never gone to sea, even although he had only been a fortnight on shore, 
without being sick, if there was any breeze at all. He had long come 
to the conclusion that the sea, per *c, had nothing to do with the matter, 
but that the morbid effects were entirely owing to the motion. They 
were produced partly through the eye and partly through the body 
generally. The eye was not the only medium through which the impres- 
sion was made, for persons were sick, though not to the same extent, 
when in bed with the eyes closed, showing that another cause was in 
action. During all great earthquakes, as that of Lisbon, sea-sickness 
was very prevalent, arising from the agitation of the body and the sight 
of objects reeling. He was quite convinced that the impression was 
first made upon the brain and nervous system ; for, before the nausea 
came on he invariably felt a giddiness and unsteadiness about the head, 
indicating derangement of the sensorium ; the next impression was on 
the circulation ; before vomiting he noticed the face to be pale and the 
pulse small. The vomiting was an effort of nature to restore the equi- 
librium of the circulation and sensation. In proof that the agitation of 
the body was the chief cause, it was known that those who reposed in 
a well-slung cot, in which the agitation was considerably diminished, 
suffered far less than those who remained standing. The old palliative of 
sea-sickness was the horizontal position in the open air, and the bandag- 
ing of the eyes. He was in the habit of getting into the main or mizen 
rigging and covering his eyes. Ladies should go to bed, keep their eyes 
shut, and their stomachs empty. 

Mr. Robarts thought that no satisfactory explanation had yet been 
given of the cause of sea-sickness. An idea on the subject had occur- 
red to his mind. It was known that certain sets of muscles act simul- 
taneously ; that, for instance, the abdominal muscles, the diaphragm, and 
the muscles of the pharynx, were all concerned in the action of vomiting. 
To irritate any of those various muscles would be sufficient to throw 
them all into action ; thus tickling the fauces produced vomiting. It ap- 
peared to him that when persons were at sea, there was a possibility 
that, in attempting to maintain their equilibrium during the rising and 
falling of the ship, the abdombal muscles were thrown forward and re- 
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tracted, and that the mouth and phaiynx were open, and that sickness, 
after a time, was produced by these causes. 

Mr. Pilcher believed, that the cause of sea-sickness was more likely 
to be dependent on that vibration of the brain* which was produced by 
the rolling of the vessel. The brain thus shaken, as in cases of slight 
concussion, was not able to perform its functions. The morbid impres- 
sion was conveyed by the par vagum, not only to the stomach, but to 
the various other organs of the body, through the influence of the ner- 
vous system. When a bandage was placed round the eyes, or the per- 
son fixed his gaze firmly on some immoveable object, the brain was not 
so much shaken, the body itself being more fixed. 

Dr. Bennett had found, in his own person, that the first impression 
was made upon the stomach, before any perceptible effect had been 
produced on the brain. He believed, however, that the brain was first 
afiected. Regarding the palliative of sea-sickness, lying across the 
ship and pressure applied to the epigastrium, as recommended by Dr. 
Pemberton, he had found frequently, though not always^ beneficial. In a 
gentleman he (Dr. B.) knew, the sight of the undulatory motion of a 
looking-glass produced the sensation of sea-sickness. 

Dr. Whiting thought the view most accordant with fact was, that 
there was a primary cause in action in all oases ; but that it required, in 
roost instances, the occurrence of some secondary cause to affect the 
stomach and produce nausea and sickness. We found, for instance, that 
a person might be exposed to malaria and not become affected, but 
when some depressing cause came into operation, such as debility or 
want of food, the malaria took effect. In others, this secondary cause 
was not required. So, in sea-sickness, some became affected by merely 
seeing others sick, &c. He believed that the primary cause depended 
on the motion of the body up and down. But how did this motion 
produce sea-sickness? The first action of this motion was on the cir- 
culation. He had found his brain perfectly free until the occurrence of 
the vomiting. When the ship pitched he had felt a sensation about the 
epigastrium, which feeling he considered did not lie in the stomach it- 
self, but in the large vessels which ran along the trunk. By this rising 
and falling of the circulating fluid, the blood was forced upon the brain, 
and left it as suddenly, and hence the production of the nausea and 
other effects. 

Mr. Carter believed that the morbid impression was first made on the 
nervous system, perhaps through the medium of the eye. He knew an 
instance in which two gentlemen, who were experienced voyagers, and 
laughed at sea-skkness, became affected by watching the oscillations of 
a lamp in the cabin. 

• Tbi« !■ th« theory of Baron Larray, who alio f ravHy aaanrea na, Uiat If penona inbabUtng tb« 
aw-co«atbe leaa liable to aea-aickneaa than thoae dwelllDf inland, It la becauae the former have Icaa 
bntna to be §kak$n Uian the latter.^Eo. Lamcbt. 
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THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

Thb twehtieth volttme of this periodical commences to-day. It gives 
us pleasure to acknowledge the kindness and sustaining influence of the 
medical profession, throughout the United States, towards this publication. 
Its patronage has been steadily and permanently increasing, till it has 
finally grown strong by age, and it now circulates through every State in 
the Union. We still solicit the contributions of those who feel that medi- 
cine is a progressive science. 



MEDICAL SCHOOL OF CONNECTICUT. 

In 1810, as we learn from Dr. Knight's introductory discourse, the Legis* 
kture of Connecticut established the Medical Institution of Yale College, 
on the joint application of the College Corporation and the President and 
Fellows of the State Medical Society. In the winter of 1813-14 the first 
course of lectures was delivered. 

In looking at the catalogue for the present term, we regretted to find 
that only 46 students were in attendance. At first, it appeared like a 
want of confidence in an institution which, in times past, has had a most 
liberal patronage. But this is in fact about in keeping with most of the 
schools throughout the United States in 1838. However, in the case of 
Yale, the catalogue does not give the whole number, as the lectures com« 
menced some weeks after the beginning of the academical term, and in 
consequence of this, the general catalogue was hurried out before the 
whole class was assembled. We are informed that the actual number in 
^attendance has been 51. But this is too small for an institution whidh 
possesses such advantages for a finished medical education. This school 
has not been guilty of the dishonesty practised by some in this country, 
of magnifying its patronage by the addition of fictitious names to 
the annual catalogue and circular. That is not only a mean piece of 
artifice, but it operates invariably against the prosperity of a school that 
condescends to such contemptible trickery. With regard to the State of 
Connecticut, from all we can gather on this point, it appears that but few 
of her native medical students go away for an education. Only about 
half the number, however, are now to be found in the State, which con- 
stituted the average for the last fifteen or twenty years. And although 
many go to New Haven from abroad, still, as the whole number of stu- 
dents has diminished nearly in the same ratio throughout New England, 
and in New York, it is by no means strange the class has become small. 
A variety of new projects has been developed within the last six years, 
to divert the minds of young men from the sober business of scientific 
investigation, or the study of a learned profession ; they have too gene- 
rally been ambitious to spring into the vortex of speculation, with the 
hope of speedily realizing a fortune. Thus the whole number of medical 
students is not so large as it was a few years ago, in relation to the entire 
population; and it is altogether probable that for years to come the classes 
in all our institutionB will be small. 
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We feel a respect for the medical department of Yale, because no effort 
eeeros ever to have been made to force it into undue notoriety. A plain 
dignified course has characterized all its operations : the faculty, distin- 
guished for their scientific attainments, have never been obtrusive, nor 
manifested a disposition to increase their importance by defaming or un- 
dervaluing their neighbors. 

We know but little of the medical professors from their writings, with 
the exception of the present incumbent of the chair of anatomy. Dr. 
Hooker's papers on the diseases of the heart, and on other subjects, origi- 
nally published in this Journal, have been extensively circulated. Pro- 
fessor Silliman has a fame as wide as the boundaries of science. There 
is no place on the Continent of America, we are bold to affirm, where 
chemistry is taught with more profit or from higher authority than from 
this gentleman. Dr. Knight, the professor of surgery, is a polished lec- 
turer. It has not been our happiness to hear him discourse either on 
anatomy or surgery ; but those who have, speak of his finished manner of 
communicating instruction, his eminent qualifications to sustain with dig- 
nity the chair to which he was the last season appointed, and his total 
freeness from everything like inflated pride, or a disposition to misrepre- 
aent himself or others. Dr. Tully is public property, being known every- 
where, and to comment, therefore, either on his matter or manner, would 
be useless. We could not lessen his claims upon the communitv were we 
disposed to make the experiment, nor raise him in the esteem of^ good and 
wise men, by any effort whatever. Drs. Ives and Beers we know less of 
than the other members of the faculty ; having never heard a word of 
complaint, it is presumed that they conduct their sections of instruction 
with perfect satisfaction. 

In the anatomical collection there is nothing wanting to give facility to 
study. The museum is extensive, and well arranged. A new dissect- 
ing room was recently constructed, which is well supplied with subjects. 
A subject costs about fifteen dollars, but there is no other expense attached 
to the room, which brings the bill for pursuing a systematic course of ana- 
tomical dissections much lower than it is in Boston, New York or 
Philadelphia. 

For the free manner in which we have spoken of the members of this 
school, no apology will be made, inasmuch as we entertain feelings of high 
respect for them, and have endeavored to say nothing of them but what 
we believe to be the truth. An active correspondence will enable us ta 
apeak with equal freedom of other institutions at the south and west, at a 
fitting season. 

CaunteUars' Meeting. — Agreeably to appointment, the Counsellors of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society met at the Athensum, at 10 o'clock, 
on Wednesday last. Notwithstanding the severity of the weather, there- 
were thirty members present. Various reports were read, and committees: 
appointed, to whom subjects were referred for consideration. Drs. Walker 
and Strong were selected to examine the treasurer's accoant, and Drs. 
Morrill and Hooker to inspect the library and cabinet. Dr. Stephen K. 
Wardwell, of Hardwick, was elected a fellow. Several propositions were 
made of considerable importance to the Society, which are to be acted on 
at a future day — with reference to which, there will be an adjourned 
laaeting on the first Wednesday of April next, at the same hour and place> 
which ahould be kept in fecolleetien. 
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A History of the New York Kappa Lambda Conspiracy.^^ThiB is a 
pamphlet of 32 octavo pages, in a close, compact type, which is a reprint 
of a series of pungent essays originally published in the New York Whig 
— in that particular department of the paper designated the Medical Ex' 
amijier. The author is no respecter of persons — when engaged in ferret- 
ing out evil-doers. Bold and fearless, he has driven a wedge in amongst 
the medical monopolists of New York, that must have rent the brother- 
hood in twain at the onset. He is just the man for the station he now 
occupies — a watchman upon the tower, ready at all hours to sound a 
trumpet when the enemy appears. Things in physic must be in a bad 
way in that great city, when the profession, like the descendants .of Ish- 
mael, are at war, not only with each other, but with the whole world 



Gnaco. — Mr. E. Wight, a highly respectable druggist, in Milk street, has 
repeatedly offered this celebrated article to physicians gratuitously, if they 
will only apply ; but to the disgrace of the profession, in this boasted age 
of medical improvement, there has not yet been a single applicant. It is 
said to be the juice of a plant growing at Rio Hache. f he efficacy of 
the guaco in rheumatism is represented to be extraordinary. This class 
of patients abounds everywhere ; and since this proposed remedy can be 
had fer nothing, it is to be hoped there is enterprise enough remaining 
amongst oar practitioners to ask for it, at least, even if they never use iu 



Dr, Gatlup^s Neto Work. — There is just space enough for acknowledge 
ing the reception, from Messrs. Otis, Broaders Sc Co., of this city, of two 
beautifully-printed volumes, large octavo form, by our venerable friend 
and correspondent, Joseph A. Gallup, M.D., on the Institutes of Medicine^ 
&;c. A more perfectly executed medical book never came from the 
American press. We shall by no means neglect the claims of thb finished 
production. 

Sprained Joints. — Is it generally known, Mr. Editor, that bathing a 

Sirained joint in warm water in which soot is mixed, is an effectual and 
most instantaneous cure ? J. Bylbs. 



Premium Essay on the Opium Trade. — In the month of Apri!, 1887, 
tho editor of the Chinese Repository had placed at his disposal £100, to 
be awarded for the best essay on the opium trade — showing its effects on 
the commercial, political and moral interests of the nations and indi- 
viduals connected therewith, and pointing out the course they ought to pur- 
sue in regard to it. All manuscripts which might accumulate by October 
last, from any part of the world, were U> be forwarded to the address of 
the Chairman of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge^ Lon- 
don. It is to be hoped that the successful essay will be lib^^lly circu- 
lated in this countnr, for two important reasons^ In the first place* die 
secret consumers of opium in the United States are vastly more nume- 
rous than is suspected. Opium-eating is a terriUe vice, often detected in 
the highest circles, for the opulent only can gratify the piopensity without 
restraint Secondly, is it not generajiiy understood that some Amerscaik 
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merchants, of great capital, have accumulated their wealth by forcing im- 
mense quantities of gum opium into China, contrary to the known law» 
of the empire ? ^ 

Medical Miscellany. — In 1836 it was computed that there were in Lon-^ 
don 300 physicians, 580 chemists, and 1100 practising surgeons, exclusive 
of a multitude of medical pupils« From 1744 to 1800, the deaths in that 
city exceeded the births by 267,000, being on an average, annually, a los» 
of 4,700 persons. From 1801 to 1830, the births exceeded the deaths by 
102,975--an average of 3,500 per annum. — Samuel F. McGill, a colored 
man, who was educated at the Medical School of Dartmouth, where he 
remained three years, recently sailed in the Brig Oberon, for Liberia, 
where he intends to establish himself for life. — A class of thirty-three 
young gentlemen took the degree of M.D., January 23d, at the Fairfield 
Medical School. — Mr. Burke, the phrenologist, who lectured at the Athe- 
naum, in this city, the last summer, is now discoursing on the same sub* 
ject at Albany.— The medical students of Cincinnati College have peti- 
tioned the Legislature of Ohio, in consequence of being denied the advan- 
tages of the Commercial Hospital. It seems the students of the Ohio 
Medical College monopolize the seeing of the practice there. — A Thomson 
nian announces his success in curing insanity by the use of " tea^ No, 3, 
with a regyuite portion of lobelia and nerve powder^'' which was adminis- 
tered by force. — Efforts are making to give Mr. Combe a class of three 
hundred to attend his phrenological lectures at the Stuy vesant Institute, ' 
New York, on the 15th of April. — A dangerous typhus has lately prevailed 
in France, in the mountainous districts of Oude, which carried off six 
hundred persons. — A physician was recently drowned while skating above 
Louisville, Ky. — A man in Springfield, Illinois, latel)»^ lost his life in con- 
sequence of taking 300 Hygeian pills, prescribed by an empiric. — There 
were only 407 deaths in the city of Lowell in 1838— of these, 65 died of 
consumption. — Dr. James Macdonald, physician of the colored orphan 
asylum, New York, presented a report to the managers, the other day, in 
which he attempted to explain the cause of the unusual mortality in the 
institution the past year. There were only 8 deaths, however, in the 
whole. The report has been most singularly criticised and skeletonised 
in a paper called the Colored American^ conducted by a pair of shrewd 
colored editors. — In 1835, out of 993,833 births in France, 74,727 were 
illegitimate. In 1836 the births were 979,820, of which 73,302 were born 
out of wedlock. — The varioloid is prevalent at Louisville, Ky. — and the 
smallpox near by. — The Georgia Legislature have imposed a tax on 
quacks. — Several persons have died of hydrophobia at Cootisville, Penn. 
— Dr, Baxley, of Baltimore, has successfully performed the formidable 
operation of taking out one half the under jaw of a lady, for osteo-sarcoma. 

To CoRRShPONPRNTS.— The paper on the eye, from Dt. Wallace, of New 
York, 18 received, and will have early attention. Other favors are also on band. 

Q[^ The title-page and index of Vol. XIX. will be forwarded to subscribers as 
toon as it is printed. 

Died, — At New York, Dr. Joseph Mechlin, of Mobile, 35. 

Wbola nurobar of daatbi In Boston for the WMk endinf Feb. 9, 39. Mnlen. fiS—ff ntnle*, lA. 

Of consamption, 5— dropsy In the bead, 1— terthing, 1— brain fever, I— typhous fever, 1— fits, 1— 
qnlnay, 1— fVaetured skull, l^sudden, l—senrlet fever, 5— cramp In the stomach, 1— disease of the 
heart, l^hsmorrbaga of the iunis, 1— worm fevrr, l«>convalslons, 1— cachexia, l^marasmns, I— iB- 
flaoinBaiioa of the bowala, l-^roup, 3— dJiaiM of tka bnla, l-4Hng fever, S-eryslpelas, l—ln- 
tMBpeiaaea, l—lnlkBtlle, l-iUUbon, 4. ' r- * 
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DR. HULL'S UTERO-AfiOOMINAL SUPPORTER. 

Tmii new initrumeiit for tbt radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or Falling of ibe Womb, hv eztarnal 
■pplicatioB, superseding the use of the objectionable pessary, Is eonfideiitly recomuMnded to the 
afllicted as the meiyis of a perfect resioraiion to health, it never having failed of performing a cure, 
even under the most aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbation of Sir 
Astiey Cooper, of Loifooir: Sir Benjamin C. Orodie; Sir James Clark, Physician to theUueen; 
Dr. Ashwell, Lecturer on Midwifery to 6uy*s Hosplialj Dr. Rigby, JLecturer to St. Bartholomew's ; 
Dr. Orifllth,|jectttrer to Westminster Hospital; Dr. Ramsbolhaui, Lecturer to London Hoeptui; 
Robert Ferguson, Lecturer to Westminster LyiDg4n Hospital ; Dr. Sweatman, Leanrer to AAlddlesex 
Hospital, and Senior Accoucheur to dueen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital ; also by Henry Davies, 
Conquest ; Blundell, Lee, Merriman, Surgeon Keates, ^e. j by Dr. Moreau, President of the Acade- 
mle Royaie de Medeclne, Pasis, and Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orleans; Professors Vel|ieaa, 
Marjnliu, Paul Duboii, Sanson, and others—and in New York by Professor J. W. Frdncls: O. 8. 
Bedford, ftl.D., Professor of Midwifery In Univereily of the city of Nkw York; Profosaor DelaOeld, 
Professor Francis V. Johnston, President County Medical Society ; Laureus Uull» President Medical 
Society. Slate of New York ; Professor Jamee McNaughton, Albany ; Professor March, Pnifessor 
Cyrus Perkins, Professor Doane ; James Webster, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, Geneva; 
David L. Rodgers, Professor Surgerv, Geneva College ; Drs. Thomab Boyd, Gilbert Siiiiih. Hosack, 
Stearns, Ludlow, Kissam, Vachej Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other dlstingaiefaea 
physicians of the United Sutes. AMOS G. HULL, 

Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 
tCr A constant supply of the above instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing it Cutler (late Lowa 
& Reed), No. 54 Chatham street, Boston. Lowe k. Reed have sold many of the above instrumente, 
and can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as to 
patients lo whom they have afforded Che most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13^6m 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ALMANAC. 

.tesnec»ArsiiMlwf{sMiMe,/or 1839— designed for the daily use of Physlclane, Borgeone, Sludente, 
and Apothecaries ; being, also, a general Medical Directory of the United Biaies. By J. V. C. Smiili« 
M.O„ Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Published by Marsh, Capen k. Lyon, 133 
Washington street, Boston. . J 16. 

"^ MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thi siibecrlbert are associated for the purpose of giving Medical Instruction. Students will ht 
admitted to the medical and surgical deparimeots of the Massachusetts General Uoepital, nay ae* 
cases in one of the Dispensary Districts, and have abundant opportunities for observing the smallpox 
and varioloid diseases. They will receive clinical instruction upon the cases which they witneee, 
and during the Interval of the regular lectures at the College, they will receive instruetioo by iee- 
tures and recitations upon the various departments of medical science. Ample opportunities will 
be afforded for the cultivation of Practical Anatomy. They have access to a large library, and are 
provided with a study, free of expense. 
Applieations may be made to either of the subscribers. M. 8. PERRY, M.D. 

A H. L BOWDITCH. M.D. 

' J. V. C. SMITH, M.D, 

July 95— eoptN— emtJy H. G. WILEY, M.D. 

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 
The medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements that ha 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will ha 
■afelv put up In boxes, with the clay In which they were imported. Physicians may be ceruin that 
«areAil attention will be given to their orders. SETH W. FOWLE, 

Oct. 17— lyeop 33 Prince St. corner of Salem St. Botton. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
'Tmb SQbserlbers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical Instruction. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
^eral Hospital. They wilt be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which coa- 
sUntly presents a large number of important cases, and wbereopportunlties will be aflbrded ferae- 
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. Tliey will befarnisbed 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Jnstiuction by examl- 
nations or lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the intervsl be. 
tween the public lectures of the University. Book«,and a roon with Are and lighu, will be furnlabed 
.to the students at the expense of the instrnctere. GEORGE C. SHATTUCE. 

WALTER CRANNINO, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTI8, Ja. 
WINSLOW LEWIS. Ja. 

■ VACCINE VIRUS. 

:PnrsiaiAiis In any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pea* VAeem 
Tiaui, by return mall, on addre«8lngthe Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, eneloalng 
«Re dollar, pott^aid, without which n6 If^tter will be taken from the post office. Oct.9 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington St. corner of Framklla St., to whom all communications most be 
addressed, potipaUL It is also published in Meathly Parts, wHh a printed cover. There are two 
Tolumes each year. J. V. G. S VIITH, M.D. Editor. Price 93,00 a year In advance, t3,50 after thn$ 
months, or ft4.00 if not paid within the year. Two eeplee te the same addrees, fbr $9,00 a year, la 
•dvaoM. Ordars (torn a Aistanea muet be aMoapaBtoA bj payoMBt In atfvuee or 9itiilh«iDry nfu^ 
•o««. roiMfli the Muna aa for a B«wspiper. 
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ON DISEASES OF THE JOINTS. 

(Cootlnued from page 8.) 

Mr. Liston said he had neglected, in his former lecture^ to state, 
that one of the most important signs of disease of a joint, large at 
snoall, was the great extent of unnatural motion which existed in it. 
This was readily accounted for by the state of the lateral and other 
ligaments, which were softened, relaxed and disorganized. The wasted 
condition of the muscles of a disused limb might also be noticed as a 
cause of this unnatural mobility. It was important, besides, to observe 
the sponginess > and lightness of the neighboring bones, which, indeed^ 
were so thin in their shells and so soft, atrophied as the phrase was, that 
they could be readily cut with a strong knife. They were, besides, 
often diminished in bulk and length by interstitial absorption. This 
occurred either with or without deposits of tubercular matter in ^the 
cancelii. There was little chance of a natural cure when the joint was 
thus diseased. Sometimes, though rarely, a cure was effected by the 
unsound surface being thrown off and anchylosis taking place. In 
many cases it was absolutely necessary to amputate the limb, while in 
other instances, as they had lately seen, it was sufficient to remove the 
diseased portion only. This operation could be more frequently re* 
sorted to with advantage in the upper than the lower extremities. Un- 
less the affected 'limb could be preserved of nearly equal length and 
strength as the other, progression must be performed awkwardly and 
inefficiently. Whereas under rtlany circumstance?, if the motions of 
the wrist and fingers only of one side could be preserved, though the 
shoulder and elbow-joints were immoveably fixed, if in a favorable 
position, the organ, being independent of the other, might be applied to 
many useful purposes. The difierence in length and strength in the 
two limbs was of much less consequence. 

DISEASES OF PABTICULAB ARTICULATIONS. 

DUeases of the ArticuifUions of the Fingers might be the result of 
ioiury to the joint, or follow disease of the soft or hard parts ; or it 
might be the effect of a sprain, or a trifling bruise and laceration over 
the convexity of a joint. It more frequently, however, followed an 
attack of inflammation and abscess of the soft parts, as in whitlow. 
Whitlow, or paronychia, might come on spontaneously, or follow in<- 
jarm, as a bruise, punetttrod wound, or bitt, &c. He had seen, very 
8 
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lately, an instance in which extensive disease of two of the articula- 
tions of the finger came on as a consequence of a bite from a man. A 
fellow had got troublesome in his cups, and set to tearing the waiter's 
shoulder with his teeth ; a person interfered to eject the troublesome 
customer, and was attacked in a similar manner. The landlord tried to 
"choke off" the original assailant, and had, in return, the fore6nger of 
his riglit hand well chewed. The part became violently infhmed ; 
abscesses formed : these were opened. The phalanges of the joints, 
however, became affected, were loosened, and grated dbtinctly : ampu- 
tation was hinted at. The patient was advised to apply to some old 
quack or other, in petticoats, who promised a perfect recovery. The 
greater part of the middle phalanx, with the flexor tendons, however, 
came out and caused so much alarm that amputation was at length sub- 
mitted to. Mr. Listen had seen many such cases, both in public and 
private practice. Whitlow was always attended with much pain from 
the unyielding nature of the affected tissues, and effusion, which gene- 
rally relieved inflammatory action existing in other situations, only pro- 
duced an aggravation of the symptoms and the danger in this. If the 
bone in cases of whitlow become Grst affected, the disease soon runs its 
course, and in Ave or six days, perhaps, you might find extensive necro- 
sis. Disease of this kind could not go on long without implicating the 
joint. Neglected diseases of the fingers often led to extensive abscess 
of the hand and wrist. These bad consequences of inflammation, 
abscess, death of the tendon and bone, disease of joints and implication 
of neighboring parts, were only to be averted by early and active anti- 
phlogistic means, by which was not meant saline medicine and cold 
lotions, but free leeching, fomentations, and, if need be, early and £"66 
incisions. The dreadful suffering and fever would then be relieved, and 
the tissues preserved in, or restored to, their normal condition. The 
smaller joints were subject to the same changes as occurred in the 
larger ones ; the synovial membranes become thickened and vascular ; 
the cartilage was absorbed, as seen on the recent and injected speci- 
mens ; the bone became affected, the joint swelled, and the ends of the 
bones grated sensibly upon each other. Under these circumstances it 
was very rarely possible to produce a natural cure, and when this was 
effected the anchylosed joint was rather in the way than otherwise. In 
what position, to render the organ serviceable, could the joints be put 
and fixed permanently, bent or straight ? In neither could it be of any 
use, but the reverse. Amputation, under all the circumstances, was 
very often the most advisable proceeding. When the finger was 
diseased at the metacarpal articulation, then the meml>er should be 
removed with a portion of the metacarpal bone. When the phalanges 
and tendons were irretrievably .implicated in disease, then the removal 
was effected advantageously at the metacarpo-phalangeal joint. In 
disease of the middle and proximal bones the removal might be by 
disarticulation, or by division of the bones in their middle, according to 
circumstances. These operations he would demonstrate shortly. In 
cases where the thumb was diseased, a natural cure was much more 
desirable ; a stiff thumb was better than none, and would always act as 
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a resisting point to the fingers. A cure was effected in the case from 
which a sketch exhibited had been taken, a very severe and aggravated 
one, as well as in many others, by putting the member up in splints for 
a considerable period. In cases where the last phalanx of the thumb 
or finger was affected, the portion of the diseased bone might often be 
removed, and a cure effected without deformity ; but this could not 
occur when any other of the bones or articulations were involved. 
Amputation was then the only remedy. The pupils must have seen 
the great anxiety evinced in a variety of cases to save as much as possible 
of this useful organ when implicated by disease, or suffering from the 
efiects of injury, and must be convinced that the mutilation was inevita- 
ble when recommended and resorted to. It had been proposed to take 
out the whole or portions of the metacarpal bones when involved in 
dbease, without removing the thumb or finger, which they had sup- 
ported. The attempt had been made, and he had witnessed it in one 
case. The remnant of the thumb was powerless and always in the 
way. Much better that it had at once been amputated. 

Disease of the Wrist Joint. — Here the disease existed between the 
rows of the metacarpal bones, or in the articulation between them and 
the bones of the foream. In a case operated on the other day, there 
was ulceration of the cartilage, betwixt the radius and ulna, and the 
disease had spread also to the articulating surfaces of tiie scaphoid and 
lunar bones with the radius ; one of these bones was, in point of fact, 
in a state of necrosis, and nearly detached. When disease had once 
seized on the wrist, great mischief was likely to ensue ; so many articu- 
lating surfaces, membranes and ligaments came together in this neigh- 
borhood. They had now opportunities of seeing many cases of this 
disease in its various stages. The signs of disease in this were similar 
to those observed in other articulations, swelling, unnatural looseness of 
the joint, and, in some instances, discharge from sinuses. The intro- 
duction of a probe into the diseased articulation, would at once, in most 
cases, afibrd a sensible sign, while in others, from the winding course the 
sinuses took, it was impossible to introduce the instrument with a satis- 
factory result. In tlie earlier stages of disease, by perfectly steadying 
the joint, by means of a splint, and the use of counter-irritants, par- 
ticularly repeated blisters, raised by the nitrate of silver, a cure might be 
brought about. In some instances the opening might be enlarged, and 
the bone, when only one was affected, extracted. He had met with some 
cases of this kind, in one of which the os magnum was removed, and 
the cure was complete and permanent. Generally, however, as other 
bones were implicated, this proceeding could not be adopted, and in 
aggravated cases, with profuse discharge and hectic, amputation was 
called for. Resection of this joint could not easily be performed ; 
there would be great risk of wounding important parts, and the disease 
would be apt to recur. Even if it did not, the hand could not be ser- 
viceable. In the case of this disease presented the other day, amputa- 
tion offered the only chance of success, the patient being much ex- 
hausted by the violence and long continuance of the disease. 

Disease of the Elbow^oint might oome on spootaneoasly, or, in 
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some constitutions, follow slight injury to the part, or a more severe one 
in others. In some rare cases it had resulted from compound fracture 
of the olecranon process. Here was a specimen of disease from this 
cause. In this case the patient slipped, as she was getting out of bed, or 
fell out of it, and the elbow struck against the chamber-utensil, which 
broke, producing a wound extending into the joint. The articulation 
was kept quiet, and every means for the prevention and reduction of 
inflammation employed, but one abscess formed after another, and the 
disease spread to such an extent, that it became necessary to remove 
the limb ; nothing less than this would have been successful, as the 
humerus, as they would see, had become necrosed. Very generally 
the disease was attributed to sprain, or it might follow upon rheumatic 
inflammation, thickening of the synovial capsule, and consecutive ul- 
ceration of cartilage and bone, supervening upon affections of the flbrous 
investments of the joint, as, in fact, happened in the patient whose elbow- 
joint was cut out the other day. When the elbow-joint was diseased, 
the same symptoms and signs were observable as when other articula- 
tions were affected. At first, as might be seen in several cases under 
treatment (one of these patients had almost lost one of his lower ex; 
tremities, on account of extensive necrosis of the tibia, with diseased 
epiphysis and knee-joint), the disease might be checked by appropriate 
treatment, and often without much impairment of tl)e functions of the 
joint. In many cases, however, the disease of the elbow was in such an 
advanced slate, when presented to the surgeon, particularly in hospital 
practice, that it was necessary at once to remove the limb. 

In the case of a little girl, lately in the hospital, who had for a long 
time labored under disease of this joint, he had at one time proposed to 
remove the ends of the bones. Her admission into the hospital was 
retarded by an attack of smallpox. When she did come under his care 
the mischief was so extensive, and her general health so much impaired, 
that he considered amputation, under all the circumstances, as the most 
desirable and only safe proceeding. Had he attempted resection here, 
he might, after all, have been obliged to remove the limb under most 
unfavorable circumstances, and with an almost perfect certainty of losing 
his patient ; this Mr. Syme did, in a case in which he (Mr. L.) bad dis- 
suaded the parents from having excision performed ; this was, however, 
done, amputation followed, and death soon closed the proceedings. In 
many instances, however, where the health was good, and the disease 
was confined to the joints, Mr. Park's operation could be performed 
with benefit. This operation had been now resorted to in a vast num- 
ber of cases ; he (Mr. L.) had performed it seven times. The opera- 
tion proposed by Park, as already remarked, was performed several 
times by Moreau, father and son ; it fell into disuse until revived by Mr. 
Cranipton, of Dublin, in 1823. It has since been frequently employed 
by Roux and Syme ; once by Mr. Spence and Dr. Simpson, of Edin- 
burgh. Strange to say, it had been performed by any other than him- 
self, once only in London, so far as he could learn, and that by Mr. 
Key; the case was detailed in ^< Guy's Hospital Reports," and had 
given occasion for a very excellent paper on the subject by Mr. Black- 
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burn. The operation had already been twice resorted to in that (Uni- 
versity College) hospital. The limb was not always so strong as be- 
fore, but, in some instances, a good serviceable joint was formed from 
ligamentous anchylosis having taken place. In young subjects, how- 
ever, in addition to ligamentous anchylosis, there was often an osseous 
deposit at the extremities of the bones, and an attempt, in some cases, to 
supply the want of the heads of the bones ; these became covered by 
a sort of capsular ligament, and a pretty good joint was formed. This 
was a different process from that which was observed after division of the 
shaft of a bone if the cut end is well protected. Mr. Crampton, in an 
excellent paper on this subject, in the " Dublin Hospital Reports,'* had 
remarked that the " injury is repaired in one case by parts whose de- 
terminate function it is to form and repair only the shaft ; if in the ex- 
tremity, by parts whose determinate function it is to form and repair 
only the extremity.'* The operation of resection of the elbow was 
neither difficult nor dangerous, and if undertaken under proper and 
favorable circumstances, should almost always be successful. The pa- 
tients on whom he had operated had all recovered, with tolerably ser- 
viceable limbs, with the exception, he believed, of one left by him in 
the Eldinburgh Hospital; when he came to take charge of the surgical 
department of the North London ; that case, he had been infonned, did 
not go on favorably, and he was not certain that the limb had not been 
ultimately removed. This said nothing against the operation ; the pa- 
tient, a young woman, was in a most favorable state for its performance, 
and was doing well, when he left, many weeks after ; the charge de- 
volved upon a perspn, now no more, who was certainly a professor of 
surgery, but one who had been preferred, and i>ut over his (Mr. L.'s) 
head, more on account of his adherence to, and proficiency in, politics, 
than in his profession. How the treatment had been subsequently con- 
ducted he could not tell ; probably an attempt was made, by passive 
motion, to form a new joint, a hazardous and unsurgical proceeding in 
such cases, after the growth is completed. The appointment alluded 
to, and one made on somewhat similar grounds, determined his (Mr. 
L.'s) removal to London ; at all events made him kss unwilling to 
hearken to offers made him to join that school. 

Dr. Jeffirey, of Glasgow, who was rather a theoretical than a practi- 
cal surgeon, bad recommended that an incision should be made on each 
side of the articulation, in order to divide the lateral ligaments, and to 
avoid injuring or disturbing the parts on the posterior aspect of the 
joint, too much ; and he further advised, that a toy -like instrument, the 
chain saw, should be employed instead of the common amputating one. 
In the operation he (Mr. L.) had performed the other day, and in 
every other one, the only instruments he had used were a bistoury, cut- 
ting forceps, and a common amputating saw. The joint was cut down 
upon, and the remains of the ligaments divided ; the elbow was then 
brought to such an angle as to permit the heads of the bones to be 
readily thrust out; the pai'ts around them were detached, the endg 
sawn off, and the bones replaced in a proper position. 
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OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL AT CANTON. 

[We continue our quotations from the interesting reports of tljis 
institution.] 

Encysted Tumor, — ^Wangke, aged 12 years, of Shuntih. Tliis little 
girl is a slave, and was sold by her mother for $S or 10. She was 
accompanied to the hospital by her purchaser, a very respectable and 
well-bred Chinese woman, who said the child was not her offspring, yet 
she felt for her the affection of a mother, and though the blemish had 
been a sufficient excuse for returning her to the mother, she preferred 
not to do so ; and having heard of the hospital in Canton, was at the 
expense of time and money to bring her, with the hope of relief. She 
had an encysted tumor, about 16 inches in circumference at the base, 
situated upon the sacrum, and to the right side. Its pressure had pro- 
duced some absorption of the sacrum, and caused the os coccygis to 
turn outwards. It was moveable, and hard pressure gave it no pain. 
There was no weakness of the spinal column or of the lower extremi- 
ties* After suitable preparation of the patient it was removed, and 
found to be attached by a peduncle of the size of a common quill, 
which entered one of the posterior sacral foramina. On dividing it, one 
of the gentlemen who assisted noticed a slight flow of milky substance from 
the point of attachment. A ligature was required to prevent the es- 
cape of the fluid from the tumor, which was distended with limpid contents 
resembling a bladder of water. The wound was dressed as usual. 
The child was in a sub-comatose state for some hours after the opera- 
tion, and slow in answering when spoken to — perhaps from the opiate 
she bad taken. In the evening and the next morning, her pulse ranged 
from 130 to 140, with considerable fever, and there was anxiety for the 
result. Calomel and rhubarb were given, and brought away a quan- 
tity of large worms (lumbrici), and all her unpleasant symptoms sub- 
sided. The child's appetite became good, and the wound healed up by 
granulations in a little more than a month. She became the picture of 
health, and, with cheeks plump and rosy, was discharged at the expira- 
tion of six weeks. 

Hare-lip. — Lan Atang, aged 17, of Honan, was disfigured by this 
congenital malformation, which extended up into the left nostrjl, and 
two teeth projected out at the opening. These were removed, and 
when the soreness subsided, the operation was performed. The union 
was perfect, and the dressing removed in about one week. Both the 
appearance and voice were very much improved. 

An operation is sometimes perfonned by native physicians for this 
deficiency. It consists of applying an escharotic between the edges of 
the lip, and as this sloughs out, the lips of the wound are brought to- 
gether and healed up by granulations. I have seen four cases in which 
the operation has been perfonned. In one instance the upper lip was 
drawn so tight as to form a straight line, and with the under lip project- 
ing, bis appearance was very undesirable. Whether this was the fault 
or the operator or the necessity of the case, did not appear. In another 
man the lip was drawn askew. 
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March 13th. Chun Fang, sou of the tsotang of Shuntih, aged 59 
years, was born in Sheihle. In consequence of vice bis general health 
bad been affected. He had ulcers upon his head, not aflecting the cra- 
nium. Eight months previously they had been cured, and blindness 
supervened. When he came he could see light, but not sufficient to 
walk without being led. He was encouraged to expect relief from the 
severe pain he experienced, and that the progress of (he disease might 
be arrested, and possibly his sight improved. There was congestion of 
the bloodvessels of the eye. One dozen leeches, which in this country 
are very large, were applied below the eyes. Twenty grains blue pill 
and one ounce sulph. mag. were prescribed. The leeches afibrded im- 
mediate relief, and the patient expressed his surprise that he could see 
to count his fingers. March 16th. The sight remained improved. The 
leeches had produced a very great tumefaction of the left side and 
glands of the neck. As he was costive, an ounce of castor oil was 
administered, and warm fomentations applied to the face, with an opiate 
at night. March 29. Pulse 126. The right side of the face also 
affected ; the swelling of the left subsided a little. Patient vomited 
five times last night. Large vesicles formed upon his ears, as if pro- 
duced by a blister. The almost entire absence of redness did not sug- 
gest the erysipelatous nature of the disease. (Another patient who had 
been operated upon for entropia, and who had been discharged, returned 
about the same time similarly affected, with an erysipelas of a more 
aggravated character than 1 have ever witnessed. Both of these pa- 
tients scarcely retained the appearance of a human face.) He was very 
weak, and had great difficulty of breathing, a dry cough, pains in the 
chest, tongue thickly coated and parched, and his bowels constipated. 
A decoction of lichen islandicus, gum arabic, and liquorice, was ordered 
to be used freely. And a gargle of borate of soda, an ounce of salts, 
and an opiate, and warm pediluvium at bed-time, were prescribed. 
The patient was to take congee or sago if disposed. March 30ih. 
Decidedly better ; bowels had been moved, and the same treatment was 
continued. March 31st. Patient unable to come. Difficulty of res- 
piration, thii'st and debility increased. His extremities were cold, and 
face smaller — as reported by his servant, a very intelligent man. One 
ounce of castor oil and a drachm of the oil of turpentine were taken 
immediately, and gave calomel xii. grains, pulv. ipecac vi. grains, and 
sugar j. ounce, divided into twelve parts, one of them to be taken 
hourly, and 30 drops of oil of turpentine every hour, and half a grain 
of opium every three hours — and two grs. of sul. quin. every two 
hours. The bead was kept wet with a lotion of nit. potas., and the 
patient allowed to drink freely of the decoction of lichen islandicus, as 
usual. April 1st. The bowels were moved the last night — the patient 
has a little appetite — raised considerable sputa, tongue better, and his 
extremities not so cold. The erysipelas better, and the same treatment 
continued. April 4th. Not heard from the patient for three days. His 
servant reported him to be better. The disease had evidently subsided. 
He still complained of debility and had a diarrhoea. Appetite improved. 
Decoction of lichen, and lotion of nit. potas. continued, together with 
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oxymel of scillas. April 8th. The patient was able to be brought to 
the hospital, but did not get out of his sedan. A course of tonic treat- 
ment was then adopted, first sulphate of quinine, and afterwards the 
saturated tartrate of iron. His servant occasionally returned to say he 
was convalescent. 

While preparing the report the patient has returned, in his official 
dress, with presents, be. He enjoys good health. He said he was to 
set out for Pekin in two days, and wished for directions respecting hb 
health and sight, in future. 



CONTRACTION OF THE COLON. 

(Communicated for Uio Boflton Medical and Surgical Journal.) 

Gkobge Smith, »tat. five years, of scrofulous temperament, was at- 
tacked on the 15th of January, 1839, with mild symptoms of pneu- 
monia. He was treated with castor oil and other simple remedies for 
two days. The disease not yielding, I was called to take charge of 
the case. 

SymptofM. — Surface warmer than natural ; tongue coated with mu- 
cus of a yellowish cast, moist edges ; pulse 90 to 95 per minute ; res- 
piration slightly hurried and somewhat noisy ; cough frequent and dry ; 
urine scanty and high colored. Complained of soreness of the chest 
while coughing, but no fixed pain. Some uneasiness on pressure in the 
epigastrium. 

Viewing the case as one of a very mild character, 1 placed my re- 
liance on calomel, antimonials and blistering, in the secondary stages, 
on different points of the chest. The disease progressed in the same 
mild manner, gradually yielding under the application of the above 
named remedies, and on. the seventh day of its continuance formed a 
partial crisis. The bowels being rather confined at this time, it was 
thought advisable to administer a mild purgative. Castor oil was ac- 
cordingly given in the morning. Not operating readily, an injection was 
thrown up the rectum, which produced one discharge oi dark foetid matter. 

Elighth morning, increased heat of surface ; pulse 100 per -minute ; 
tongue dry (having been previously nearly clean and moist), and red, 
particularly at the tip ; great thirst and resdessness ; cough occa- 
sionally ; expectoration free. I gave him 15 grs. calomel, 20 grs. puL 
jalap, to be repeated m two hours, and followed in one hour by liberal 
doses of an infusion of rhei and senna, continued hourly until a cathar- 
tic operation should be obtained. My venerable and much esteemed 
friend. Dr. Charles Little, was called as counsel, and concurred with 
me m the opinion that the pneumonic symptoms were subsiding, and that 
opening the bowels freely would, in all probability, relieve the present 
unpleasant symptoms. The above named remedies were continued 
through the day, with injections every two hours. 

9th. Symptoms much the same as yesterday ; bowels not moved. 
15 grs. calomel, 15 grs. pulv. jalap, to be followed by ol. ricini once in 
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two hours* Injections of common salt and water every half hour. 
12 o'clock, no change, except slight pains in the bowels complained of 
at considerable intervals. Bowels soft, not distended, and very slightly 
tender on heavy pressure. Has retained all the* medicine and liquids, 
and at this time is quite free from nausea, pain, singultus, distention, 
and other symptoms attendant upon obstructions of an ordinary charac- 
ter. Pulse ranging frotn 100 to 110 ; great thirst. 

On further consultation with Dr. Little, a large epispastic was laid 
over the bowels ; a drachm of spts. of turpentine to be given every 
two hours ; a scruple of proto<hloride of mercury, also once in two 
boors, and continue injections. 

lOih, 4 o'clock. The turpentme appearing to nauseate the stomach, 
it and the calomel were omitted. At this time the symptoms are all 
aggravated ; great thirst ; puke 120 to 130 per minute ; tongue dry 
and red, almost livid ; countenance rather sunken, and expressive of 
suffering, but no distention or pain in the bowels. Blister had filled 
well. We now resorted to croton oil, giving a drop rubbed up with a 
little syrup, once in two hours, and continue the injections every hour. 
Four doses or drops of the croton oil were given him ; at evening it 
was omitted, as he appeared to be sinking. Wine was administered 
freely, but unavailingly, and he expired 15 minutes before 10 o'clock in 
the evening. 

Post-mortem Examination, twelve hours after Death, — The viscera 
of the chest healthy ; the lungs crepitous throughout their whole extent, 
and entirely free from adhesions. Stomach healthy; the liver and 
spleen had also a perfectly healthy appearance. Small intestines ap- 
peared quite healthy. The colon, after ascending three inches, be- 
came contracted to less than one fourth its ordinary dimensions, with 
thickening of the outer coats. No redness or marks of inflammation, 
except about two inches of the colon, where the contraction com- 
menced; the remainder of the ascending colon, transverse arch and 
sigmoid flexure, were contracted, so as scarcely to admit a crow-quill. 
There were two small circumscribed dilatations, one near the com- 
mencement of the diseased portion, the other in the sigmoid flexure, of 
the size of a small filbert, containing green mucus. Gall-bladder mode- 
lately distended. Robebt Kelset, 

Avon, Livingston Co., N. F., Feb. 3, 1839. 



CAS£ OF FUNGUS HiEMATODES. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sib, — Cases like the following, though rare, may not be uninteresting 
to some of the readers of the Journal, and especially to those who may 
have had an opportunity to witness the destructive progress of this 
hitherto incurable disease. 

Harriet J. Vanamam, a lovely and interesting little girl, aged six 
years, was attacked, m the month of March last, with general fever. 
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pain in the knee and ankle-joints, great tenderness behind the trochan- 
ter, with all the common symptoms of an incipient morbus coxarius. 
Counter-irritation to the hip, together with laxatives and anodynes, had 
the effect to dissipate this threatening train of symptoms, and in about a 
week the little patient appeared convalescent. 

In this state she was taken into a carriage to ride a short distance, and 
on returning was again attacked with the same'train of symtoms as at 
first, somewhat aggravated, but all referred to the other leg. The pre- 
vious course of treatment again produced relief from her suffering, 
which at times was very great, especially in the keee and ankle joints. 
She continued in a comparatively comfortable state for about two weeks, 
with occasional vagrant pains shooting through her limbs, head and 
joints, when a colorless, slightly elastic tumor began to appear on the 
side of the lower jaw, midway between the angle and symphysis, at- 
tended with no tenderness or pain. Various discuiient applications 
were applied, with no effect. The tumefaction prbgressively increased. 
Internally the gums began to swell, the teeth to loosen, and in a few 
days the latter were easily removed from their sockets. Shortly a fun- 
gus was seen sprouting from the sockets, which evidently disclosed the 
malignant nature of the disease. It grew rapidly, and eventually filled 
almost the entire cavity of the mouth, pushing the jaws asunder as far 
as the muscles would permit, discharging a great quantity of thin sanies, 
accompanied with a most intolerable fetor. 

The external tumor increased to an enormous magnitude, quite elastic, 
and traversed in all directions with numerous large blue veins, drawing 
her once beautiful features into a most terrific form, and at once pre- 
senting the most revolting and heart-rending case of human suffering 1 
ever witnessed. Deglutition at length became very difficult, and at 
last death put a period to her sufferings, ten weeks from the appearance 
of the tumor. 

1 would remark that the sulphate of morphine, in small doses, did 
much to soothe and mitigate her distress during the progress of the 
disease. L. 1. Marvin. 

NorthviUe, N. F., 5th Feb., 1839. 

P. S. — Our distinguished professor of Surgery, Dr. March, of Al- 
bany, performed the operation of lithotomy successfully on a little boy, 
12 years of age, in this village, the past season. The stone weighed 
five drachms. L. 1. M. 



CASE OF EXTIRPATION OF THE PAROTID GLAND. 

We are happy to state that this operation was successfully performed 
on the 19th of December, by Dr. J. Randolph, in the presence of Drs. 
Coates, Harris, Norris, J. Rhea Barton, W. E. Homer, and a large 
audience of physicians and students of medicine. A friend who was 
present has been so kind as to furnish us with the following account of 
the case. 
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Dr. Randolph premised the operation by remarking, that the disease 
bad enlisted for a year, and that the parotid gland was probably the organ 
affected, though this point could only be satisfactorily ascertained after 
the removal of the diseased mass. He stated that the tumor was in a 
state of rapid increase, which would augment the difficulties of the opera- 
tion. With regard to the question, as to whether the parotid gland had 
ever been removed successfully, he gave as his opinion that it was an 
operation which had been frequently performed, not only in Europe, but 
in this country, and proceeded to mention the names of a number of 
surgeons who had reported cases. He stated that for a long time he 
had thought that a scirrhous, or indurated parotid gland, could be more 
readily removed than when in a healthy state, and mentioned that Dr. 
N. R. Smith coincided with him in this opinion. 

In performing the operation, as the left parotid was the one affected, 
the head was inclined to the right side, and an incision made from the 
zygoma down to the edge of the stemo-cleido mastoid muscle, a second 
one at right angles to this, and the flaps dissected up. The facial artery 
was then secured, and an attempt was made to raise the lower edge of 
the tumor and secure the external carotid where it enters the gland ; 
this was found, however, to be attended with so much di£Bculty, in con- 
sequence of the close adhesions, that it was determined to dissect it from 
its attachments from above downwards ; in doing this it became necessary 
to secure the temporal and internal maxillary arteries, besides several 
others of smaller size ; the carotid was cut in dividing the last adhesions 
of the tumor, and instantly secured by means of Dr. Physick's needle 
and forceps. The external jugular vein was cut and secured at each 
end. The periosteum covering the angle of the jaw was absorbed, and 
the adhesion to the masseter muscle was so strong that part of it was 
removed with the tumor. 

The operation lasted 59 minutes ; but little blood was lost, and the 
patient bore it remarkably well. 

After a careful examination of the parts. Dr. Randolph stated to the 
class that it was the unanimous opinion of the surgeons and anatomists 
present, that the parotid gland was completely extirpated. The liga- 
tures have all, except one on a small vessel, come away ; the cavity is 
filled vnth healthy granulations, and the patient's general symptoms are 
perfectly favorable. — Jan. 15, 1839. — Am. Jour, of Med. Sciences. 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON, FEBRUARY 20, J839. 



OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE. 

Refbrbnce was made, last week, t^ the publication of this beautiful, dnd, 
we believe, very valuable and learned production, by Dr. Gallup, late 
President of the Medical Society of Vermont. The author has founded 
bis xemafks on the Inroad basis of the philosophy of the human economy, 
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in health and disease, and discussed each subject recognized in the field 
of observation, with that logical exactness and freedom which charac- 
terize the researches of an original thinker. It is a book that is not des- 
tined to be thrown upon the shelf after the title page has been read, to 
repose under the accumulating dust of the age. Its high claims to con- 
sideration must be admitted at the outset, and the principles developed and 
the philosophy which it inculcates will exercise the minds of professional 
men, we apprehend, more than any native system of theoretical or practi- 
cal medicine which has appeared in this country. It is to be hoped there 
will be no sectional feelings operating against its intrinsic merits. Let it 
be read with candor, and justly weighed in the balance. It is possible 
that some may cavil at the style, or complain of the mechanism of expres- 
sion, as being hard English. There is a singularity in the structure of 
the sentences, which are recognized as being peculiar — and yet, on a care- 
ful analysis, the elegance and not the deformity of language constitutes 
their deviation from common every-day writings. In the next place, the 
author recollected, at the commencement, that " order is Heaven's first 
law." He is as methodical in the arrangement of his various topics, as 
the veriest stickler for natural divisions and sub-divisions could desire, 
and every line carries with it the evidence of profound investigation. 
This is but the beginning of our notices of this very acceptable and meri- 
torious performance. 



Removal of the Jaw. — Dr. Gage, of New York, on reading the account 
of Dr. Baxley's operation, at Baltimore, re')presented to have been without 
a parallel in the annals of American surgery, addressed the following 
communication to the Commercial Advertiser, which we have copied in 
detail, with a view to stating the final issue of the case to which Dr. Gage 
has called the public attention. 

" New York, January 25, 1839. 

" I noticed in your valuable paper of this day, an article, copied from the 
Baltimore American, respecting the removal of one half the lower jaw on 
account of an osteo-sarcomatous tumor, and likewise a statement from 
Cooper's Surgical Dictionary, that this operation had not been performed 
in Europe or America, except by the distinguished Dr. Mott, of New- 
York, and Dr. Cusack, of Dublin. That credit may be given where it is 
due, I would beg to state, that the same operation, and for the same dis- 
ease, was performed in the presence of the medical class in the Berkshire 
Medical Institution, I think in October of the year 1826, by J. P. Bacheldor, 
Professor of Surgery in that institution, assisted by Drs. J. V. C. Smith 
find H. H. Childs. The operation was completely successful, and the pa- 
tient was seen by me walking about the streets on the fourteenth day after 
it. He was a farmer, about forty-five years of age, and the tumor had been 
two years in forming. In this case the operation was commenced in a 
manner somewhat different from that in Dr. Baxley's case. One of the 
lower incisor teeth was first removed, the external carotid artery of the 
right side was then laid bare and tied ; then an incision was made on the 
mesial line of the lower jaw, commencing opposite the alveolar process, so 
as not to divide the lip, and continued^ own to the lower edge of the jaw, 
Another incision was then made, in a direction somewhat curved down- 
ward from the condyloid process of the jaw, in front of the ear, and con- 
tinued to the first incision on the chin* The operation was completed by 
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dissecting out the right half of the jaw, as in Dr. Baxley's case. The 
tumor completely surrounded the jaw, and was about two and a half inches 
in length and nearly the same in diameter. The last time I saw the pa- 
tient, which was on the fourteenth day after the operation, I think, the 
wound was perfectly healed, and the countenance was but slightly dis- 
figured. He appeared to masticate very conveniently, and gave us students 
a specimen of his powers in that way upon a hard Boston cracker. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Thomas E. Gage, M.D., 3 Park Place." 

After the patient on whom Dr. Bacheldor operated, had been home some 
months, the disease was again manifested, and in a more formidable man- 
ner than before. In the operation, a portion only of the under jaw was 
removed, between the chin and angle ; but an enlargement of. the bone, 
towards the angle, was soon after discovered, which grew so exceedingly 
fast that it greatly alarmed the unfortunate patient. Being a man of firm- 
ness, he submitted to a second trial of skill. We were present, and have 
a distinct recollection of all the circumstances. In the presence of a large 
number of persons, on a beautifully pleasant morning, under the shade of 
a wide-spreading tree, in the town of Greenfield, Mass., Dr. B. made a 
new incision, and a fearful wound it was. The jaw was detached from its 
muscular attachments, unlocked at the joint, and the whole of one half 
taken away. This was fairly circumscribing the malady, and the poor 
sufierer speedily recovered. Notwithstanding the loss of half his jaw, 
there was not a very striking deformity, nor was the power of manduca- 
tion essentially impaired. 



Death of a Child from Laudanum, — From the coroner's report, Feb- 
ruary 7th, at New York, we learn that the death of Sarah Lecount, aged 
three months, was produced thus : The mother had been in the habit, 
nightly, of giving to the deceased infant and her twin sister, a teaspoon- 
ful of paregoric each, to prevent them from disturbing her in the nighty 
" as they were very fretful." Having given a dose to one, and none being 
left for the other, the undutiful mother sent her son to an apothecary's for 
a fresh supply. When it came, she gave the usual dose, but the child ap- 
pearing strangely, and having spasms, she examined the article and found 
she had given laudanum instead of paregoric. Away went the father to 
the clerk of the apothecary, who gave him five grains of the tartrate of 
antimony, which he was directed to dissolve in warm water and give the 
child a teaspoonful every minute. But the poor sufierer only grew worse. 
The father again went to the shop, and the clerk gave him a " quantity 
of tartrate <^ antimony and sulphate of zinc together, ^^ supposed to be in 
the proportion of about two grains of the tartrate to one of zinc, to be 
given like the former doses. Dr. Knight was then sent for. Next morn- 
ing the child died. Now it is a question which of the articles killed the 
child— either one of them being sufilciently potent to have done it. The 
mother should have been held accountable to the law for such a violation 
of her maternal duties. And so should any woman, who, either in the 
character of a nurse, or the more • tender and responsible relationship of 
mother, endangers the health of body and mind in a child by the ad- 
ministration of any prepi^tion of opium. It is deeply to be deplored 
diat there is not a heavy penalty imposed upon apothecaries who presume 
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to sell that powerful drug to persons in any condition of life, without a 
prescription from a regular medical practitioner. 



Condition of the Insane Poor, — An effort is making in Pennsylvania, to 
devise suitable provision for that neglected class of human beings, the in- 
sane poor, in that great and enterprising State. Dr. Dunglison was chair- 
man of a committee which has sent forth an appeal to the people. The 
document is presumed to have been written by the chairman, which does 
honor to his heart. It carries in it a powerful and irresistibly convincing 
testimony, that something should be done immediately. Are arguments 
necessary to hasten a work of benevolence ? If some general plan is not 
soon adopted for the comfortable accommodation of the insane poor of 
Pennsylvania, we shall at once conclude that the present generation has 
not kept pace with the progress of humanity in the more frigid regions of 

the north. 

I' ■ ' ' .. 

Worcester Insane Hospital, — From the Hon. H. Mann, one of the trus- 
tees, we acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the sixth annual report of 
that excellent institution, the Worcester Insane Hospital. Dr. Wood- 
ward's observations are entitled to a very careful perusal. There is a 
completeness and finish to all his medico-legal reports, which are scarcely 
ever found in documents emanating from such establishments in Europe. 



Geneva Medical College, — The annual commencement was held on the 
22d ult. Dr. Hale, president of the institution, gave an excellent address. 
A gold medal was awarded to A. L. Saunders for the best thesis on the 
influence of the mind on the body. Dr. C. B. Coventry, dean of the 
faculty, delivered a parting charge to the graduates, on professional duties. 
Dr. Elisha Doubleday, of Yates Co., N. Y. ; Dr. J. C. Beales, of New 
York, and Dr. William C. Chase, of Upper Canada, received honorary 
degrees of medicine. 



Smallpox, — Such is the neglect of the public authorities in the city of 
Buffalo, New York, with regard to vaccination, that it is said the small- 
pox extensively prevails there. Nearly every death, by that awful scourge, 
is through the neglect of those who have charge of the public health. 
Birds that will not sing, says the proverb, must be made to sing : and 
people that will not be vaccinated, voluntarily, must be compelled to submit 
to that simple, life-preserving process. 



Progress of Phrenology,— No, 5 of the new Philadelphia Journal has 
been promptly delivered. It is really an excellent publication, with which 
we could not well dispense. It keeps constantly improving in the cha- 
racter of its materials — ^a property not always characteristic of all the pe- 
riodicals abroad. Mr. Combers paper on the size of Sir Walter Scott's 
brain, is from high authority. Mr. O. S. Fowler, a well-known operative 
phrenologist, has an article on Tnonomania, There is no man living, we 
apprehend, who can more accurately display the whole intellectual condi- 
tion of an individual's head — feelings, propensities, good, bad or indifferent 
— than that gentleman. Success to the American Phrenological Journal. 
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REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, 
Kept at the State Lunatic HuspUal, Worcester, Ms. Lot. 42^ 15' 49^'. 
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The monib haa been pleasant, mild and favorable. The extremes of temperature have been 8^ below 
lero, and 50" above. Extremes of barometer have been 29.90, and 28.26. Little snow has (lillen. One 
levere rain, attended by high wind ; did little damage in this vicinity, but much in Philadelphia, New 
Yori^ and to bridges and buildings in every direction. 

* On the Sabb€Uk the observations are at 1 o^cloek, instead of 2 o^elock. 



Medical Miscellany, — Drs. Cutler and Dix, of Boston, have sailed for 
Europe. — A hog was slaughtered near Raleigh, a short time since, which 
had two hearts. — Dr. Miller, of Providence, R. I., assisted by medical 
gendemen of that city, has successfully performed a very critical operation 
on a young man, in taking a large tumor from the perineum. On Mon- 
day, Februar)^ 11th, Dr. Miller performed two interesting operations. 
One was for stone, at North Brookfield, Ms., and the other for a diseased 
testis, at West Brookfield. — A young physician may hear of a good open- 
ing, by applying soon to Dr. B. Haskell, South Boston. — In a neighboring 
town, a week or two since, the breech-pin of a gun was forced, by an ex- 
plosion and bursting of the barrel, into the orbit of a man's eye, destroy- 
ing the organ, and finally lodged under the nose over the bones of the 
palate, from whence it has been finally extracted. — No. 21 of the second 
volume of the American Medical Library, exhibits the same care and nice 
discrimination in the choice of works for republication, which distin- 
guished the work in the first volume. Dr. Bell's Journal, published in 
the same city, is no less acceptable to the reader, and equally deserving 
of extensive patronage. — If any of our subscribers are acquainted with 
the Danish language, it will greatly oblige us to have a translation of va- 
rious recent publications on medicine and surgery, just received from Co- 
penhagen. To us the contents are a sealed book. — Scarlet fever is re- 
presented to be very fatal in Romney county, Va. — The medical lectures 
have closed for the season, at the Mason-street College, in Boston. Eleven 
young gentlemen were admitted to the degree of M.D. 
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Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending February 16, 96. Males, 13— females. 24. 

Of consumption, 4 — marasmus, S— 4nfantUe, S— «cald, 1— scarlet feTer, 6— lung fever, 3— <dropsy on 
the brain, 1— disease of the heart, 2-^heumatism, 1— palsy, 1— intemperance, 1 — ^inflammation of the 
lungs, l--decline, 1— croup, 2 — cancer, 1— dropsy, 1— stillborn, 8. 

AUBURN MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
Dna. F. H. Hamiltow and Owsir Muirsoir, being associated in the practice of medicine and sor- 
gery, will commence their course of private instruction on the Ist of March, 1839. 

A series of lectures on Sai^ery and Surgical Anatomy, will be given by Dr. Hamilton, continuing 
six months from the flrsi of March : two lectures per week. All the principal operations in surgery 
will be performed in the presence of the class. 

The students will also be daily instructed and examined in the other branches of medical science. 

Terms— $24 per year •, payable half yearly, in advance. Feb. 20— tMl 

VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Thb annual course of Lectures, at this institution, will commence on the second Thursday of Mmrolt 
next, and continue thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Praclice of Medioine and Obstetrics, by • « H. H. Childs, M.D. 

General and Special Anatomy and Physiology, by • - - Robbet Watts, Jb., M.D. 

Principles and Praclice of Surgery, by Oilmab Kimball. M.D. 

Chemiatry and Materia Medica, by David Palmbb, H.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by Nobman Williams, AJC. 

Fees for the course— $50. Graduation — $18. For those who have attended two coivses, but do 
not graduate— $10. All the above expenses to be paid in advance, or secured by note, with a satisfac- 
tory endorser, to David Peirce, Esq., Treasurer of the Institution. Board may always be obtained in 
the village on reasonable terms. By order of the Board of Trustees, N. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

Woodstock, yt,, Feb. 5, 1839. Feb. 20— St 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tm b subscribers are associated for the purpose uf giving a complete course uf medical Instruction. 
Their pupils will iiave regular access in tlie medical and surgical practice of the Massacbusetis Gen- 
eral Huspiial. They will be sidmiited, also, to the practice of tbe House of Correction, which con- 
stAuily presetits a large number uf important ca^es, and wiiere opportunities will be afforded for ae- 
quiring H practical knowledge uf coinpouading and dispensing medicines. Tliey will be furnished 
with uppnrtunities for tbe study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To tb« 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of llieir professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Inittiuction by exami- 
nations or lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the intervsl be- 
tween the publle lectures of the University. Boolis,nnd aroom with fireand lights, will be furnished 
to the students at the expense of the instruclers. GEORGE C. BH ATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANGING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct .31— eptf . GEORGE W. OTI«, J«. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr. 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 

FOR THE TREATMENT OF SPIlfAL DISTORTIONS, CLUB FEET, ETC. 
At 65 Belknap S<re«t, Boston. Patients from a distance can be accommodated with board in tbe Im* 
mediate neichborhoud. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Surgeon. 

v\'^e the :iub:icribcrs approve of Dr. i. B. Brown's plan of an infirmary for the treatment of Spinal 
Affections, Club Feet, and other Oiatoriions of the human body, and will aid him by our an vice 
whenever called upon. 

Johu C. Warren, George Hayward, Edward Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John Jef- 
fries, John Homans, M. S. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Shhttuclc, J. Bigeiow, Enoch Hale, W. 
Strong, George Parkman, D. iiumphreys Slorer, George W. Otis, Jr., Winslow Lewis, Jr., J. H. 
Lane, Edw. Warren. Geo. B. Doane, John Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint. 

Boston, August 1, 1838. If. 

BROWN'S PATENT SELF-INJECTING APPARATUS. 

Trb undersigned respectfully c.ilU the attention of medical practitioners to a newly>in vented instru- 
ment, which is for sale at his store, No. 481 Washington street, corner of Elliot street. If phyai- 
eian.4 would examine the principles of its construction, they would appreciate its useflilneaa, and 
would prubibly be induced to recommend it very geneially in their practice. Physicians, druggiata, 
and the Inhabitants of Boston, are psirticulariy invited to loolc into the superiority of this article over 
the inventor's former innrument, a4 it now has the adv>iniage of Goodyear's new India Rubber, 
which is allowed by nil to be an entirely different article from that formerly manufactured. 

Feb. 6-eopIy WILLIAM BROWN. 

THE B08T0N MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednewlay, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3^ after three 
months, or $4.00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the tame address, for $6.00 a year, la 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or aatianetory rerer* 
eice. Pottage the mm« aa for a newtpaper. 
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ANATOMICAL DISCOVfiRY-^TilE LIGAMENTUM PENTIS- 

[with a lithographic plate.] 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical arid Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir,— -I have been somewhat inclined to address you on dib 
matter of the new ligament^ before this, as it has made mueh stir id 
Philadelphia for these three or four mont^is past ;- yet on reflection I 
could not but view it as of too ridiculous a character to deserve serious 
eoimnent in a scientific journal. But I have been in error : and the 
subject h^ been publicly ititroduced in the American Journal of Medi- 
cal Science, by a very respectable teacher of anatomy-*-Dr. P. God- 
dard, of Philadelphia. It is, therefore, now a subject not to be passed 
over in silence, by those who are seeking for truth, and who are willing 
that the whole bruth, and nothing but the truth, should be told. 

While on a visit to Philadelphia, in October, I heard much of the 
skill of a certain dentist — a Mr. Caldwell — who extracted teeth without 
giving pain, or causing so little that it was not worth considering ; that 
he removed them from the jaw with much less effort than is usually 
requisite — commonly with his fingers, usbg no instrument but a lancet 
>or penknife to loosen the toothy which he did by cutting a prevbusly 
tmknown ligsment that be had discovered, and which he declaxed to be 
the main bond of attachment between the teeth and jaw, and the prin- 
cipal obstruction to their removal £x>m their bony sockets. 

I treated the matter as one of the thousand that are devised to gull 
the public, who are generally ignorant of the truth in regard to such 
things. I found myself, however, so much opposed by sevesal friends 
who had heard of the dentist and his discovery, and who stated many 
•oases which had been related to them of facts, that I was determined to 
-see Mr. Caldwell, and be informed from the only souoce whence I jcoidd 
expect to be fiiUy satisfied. 

I saw Mr. C, and after spending about an hour 'with him, icndeaiFor- 
fng to get definite answers to my questions, ^hicfa were mostly replied 
1o by asking roe others, or reading to me portk>ns of manuscript wbicb 
be bad written on the subject, but which appeared to me to have no 
tearing on tiie question of the ligament, I was obliged to leave iiim 
with much the same impres^on that I had entertained previous to, 
my call. 

Although Mr. C. raoeivaed me with great civility, and allowed me M> 
«A any question that Lwished, be was appesently .unwilliag to aaawvr 
8 
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them till be bad stated tbe views of several writers with regard to the 
Articulations of the teeth, and the anatomy of the parts connected with 
them, and requested to know my views concerning certain conflicting 
opinions. This seemed to me to be done for the purpose of discover* 
ing whether he was dealing with one who had any definite or exact 
knowledge on the subject ; for, as we approached it more nearly, and I 
had obtained all the explanation I was likely to get, and said to him, 
'^ then it seems you have not any new organ or part to den[K)nstrate 
which has not been known to us before, and described by those who 
have written on the subject, and the parts which we call fibrous mem- 
brane and gum, or periosteum and gum, you call ligament " — ^his reply 
was something like this : " Why, sir, you know the names of parts de- 
pend on the fancy of those who give them." This appeared to me 
like grasping at a more slender hold, and very much like what is vul- 
garly called backing out. Our conversatk>n ended here, but as I was 
leaving the room, Mr. C. said, the part which I call the ligameot is 
situated between the teeth, only, and it is there that I cut to loosen the 
one which 1 wish to extract. 

Since this my attention has been directed to the article of Dr. God- 
dard, above mentioned. On reading* it, I could not but feel surprised at 
the result of Dr. G.'s researches, if he was at all acquainted previously 
with the minute anatomy of the parts under consideration, and with the 
situation of the teeth in the different stages of their formation and de- 
velopment. And since Dr. G. thinks he has discovered the ligament ^ I 
am sorry he did not think his communication worthy of a plate which 
would in some degree serve as an illustration, rather than send it out 
with a diminutive wood engraving, perfectly indefinite in its delineation 
in the points which should relate to his discovery. 

On the ground of a long and intimate acquaintance with the anatomy 
of the teeth, and of recent examinations of them with a view to furnish 
the remarks which I am now about to make for your Journal, I am pre- 
pared to say, that there is nothing about the teeth, their bony sockets 
and surrounding gum, which deserves the name of ligament. That 
there is no part of the soft structure which surrounds the teeth above 
the edges of the alveoli (call it by what name you will), wbbh serves 
to confine them in any remarkable manner in the jaw, or which pre- 
vents, in any perceptible degree, their being detached firom their firm 
articulation with the sockets, in the case of an attempt to extract tbem. 
That this firm articulation of a tooth with its socket, and the corres* 
ponding resistance which is presented when we endeavor to dislocate it, 
depend, therefore, entirely on tbe intimate connection of the fang with 
the socket, by means of a strong intervening membrane, commonly 
called periosteum, on the form of the fang and socket, and on the thick- 
ness and density of the bony sides of the socket. [See plate, fig. 1, a.] 
And the part which is introduced as the new ligament, is nothing more 
than that portion of the gum which covers the transverse processes of the 
alveoli, united with the fibres of the periosteum above mentioned, and 
those of the partially absorbed capsular membrane which envelopes the 
crown of the tooth during its formation and until it passes through the 
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gum, all of which are united in a line about the neck of the tooth, im- 
mediately aboFe the edge of the socket. [See plate, fig. 2, c, and fig. 3, 
€.] And this is no more than has been known for a century, at least, and 
may be learned from the works of Hunter, Blake, Bourdet, Fox, Thos. 
Bell, A. Serres, and many others. 

There is, indeed, in some of the domestic animals, as the cow, sheep, 
bog, &c., much less of the appearance of bone about the sockets of the 
front teeth, than is found about those of man, the sockets of the former 
being composed more of a texture resembling a tough cartilage ; yet in 
these the fangs of the teeth are secured entirely by the intervention of 
the same fibrous membrane — the periosteum. 

Between the human teeth, in the mature state of either the infant or 
adult set, there is not room for the attachment of any ligamentous struc- 
ture of sufilcient magnitude or power to be of any importance in securing 
the teeth in their sockets, as may be seen by examining the jaw at the 
age of three years, or of twenty-five years. [See plate, fig. 1.] And 
all that can be found in the place said to be occupied by the new liga' 
menty can be as clearly demonstrated to belong to one tooth as to the 
other, yet more justly, to both ; and in proportion to the thickness of 
the gum, as much ligament can be shown on the sides of the teeth 
which correspond to the outer or inner arch of the jaw, as on the sides 
which are in apposition, notwithstanding we are informed that the newly 
discovered ligament is situated only between the teeth, and is attached 
to but one side — the back-'-ot the next tooth. In a word, the dental 
ligament has been brought up by a change of name, instead of a real 
discovery of any new part, organ or texture.* 

But further — admitting it to exist — ^you would ask, what of its prac- 
tical bearing in the operation of extracting the teeth ? From a fiill and 
fair examination on this point, by numerous operations, I am ready to 
answer, that there is no perceptible difference in the looseness of a 
tooth, after all the soft parts have been thoroughly severed from it, be 
they ligament or what you please, and before the knife or lancet has 
touched them ; provided the bony socket and membrane are in a perfect 
state, or under that degree of inflammation only in which they are found 
previous to ulceration. If, indeed, the surrounding bone is nearly or 
entirely absorbed, the gum and periosteum of the fangs much inflamed 
and thickened, as is sometimes the case when, through fear of an ope* 
ration, the patient has kept a diseased tooth for months or years, the 
division of these soft parts will remove all obstruction, and the tootb 
may be lifted away with the thumb and finger. But these cases are- 
Dot very common, and have nothing to do with our question. 

With regard to the pain produced in the difierent modes of operate 
mg, any man who is in the daily practice of extracting teeth may very 
soon satisfy himself that cutting round them, as a general practice, 
B merely inflicting needless sufifering ; for the use of the most improved 

* In thbi opinion I haye been confirmed not only by the inveatlgation which I haye made of the 
whole matter by myielf. but by witneming the result of rarioua diMectlons and experiments made by 
a eommittee of physidaDs— afui<oinuff~<of this dty, appointed by an aMOdation tat the pnrpoaet 
who had with much labor and ingenuity dlapUyad the strnetun of the p«ru in q.aastlon, In the Jawa. 
of ttn aad Tirf ent donwatic aaimaia. 
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SagcepSy without cutting at all, will give less, and tbe tooth is thus re- 
moved by one operation instead of two, with perfect safety and more 
despatch. The forceps are now in very general use, and when they are 
accurately made to fit the teeth, and skilfully applied, they give so much 
less pain than the German key in any of its varied forms, that there is 
no longer any reasonable apology for the dentist who does not abandon 
the use of this instrument entirely. In the dextrous use of the for- 
ceps, therefore, I conceive, if in anything, consists the excellence of 
Mr. Caldwell's operations, and not in his peculiar '^ tack in severing 
the ligament," as is supposed by his friend Dr. Goddard. And I have 
no doubt that if Mr. C. will lay aside his lancet, and defy the strength 
of the ligament^ he will give more satisfaction and less suffering to his 
patients than he now does. 

I beg your patience while I state a few brief questions, and I will 
trouble you no longer on this matter. 

If there is a ligament of such strength and importance confining the 
teeth in the manner which the discoverers would represent, why does a 
tooth require the same apparent effort to dislocate it, after all the soft 

!)arts connected wkh it have been severed to the bone, as it would be- 
ore this had been done ? 

To what is the ligament attached when the edge of tbe alveolus is 
absorbed, removing thereby the point of its origin, and leavbg the neck 
of the tooth — the part into which we are told it is so strongly inserted 
—-standing denuded the eighth of an inch or more above the gum, as 
shown in the plate ? [Fig. 5, 6 6.] And why does this tooth stand firm 
under such circumstances, and require about as much force to remove 
it, and give as much pain in the operation, as if the bone and the new 
ligament were in their natural and perfect state, but because it is wholly 
supported and retained by the strong articular membrane — ^the perios- 
teum of the fang and its socket ? 

When a tooth has been fractured or has decayed below the edge of 
the socket, why is it as firmly retained as when its crown and neck were 
perfect ? There is no ligament here. Why does it give as much pain 
to extract it as if it were whole ? The ligament in this case has been 
severed. [See plate, fig. 5, a.] 

What holds^ the fang of a tooth so firmly to a portion of the outer 
plate of the socket, which has been drawn away with it by tbe use of 
the old key-instrument. Is it the ligament? No, that has not been 
discovered on this side of the toodi — yet the adhesion of these parts is 
so great that it will commonly require the aid of some steel instrument 
to separate them. [See plate, fig. 4.] 

If the firmness with which the teeth are fixed to the jaw does aot 
depend, as I have already stated, on the thickness and density of the 
bone, the form of the fang and socket, and the intimate attachment of 
the articular membrane ; how does it happen, when this membrane be* 
comes inSamed and thickened, and its vascular tissue weakened, that 
the tooth is loosened and lifted somewhat from its berth, and may be 
extracted with much less force tlmn when tbe parts were in a heaJthy 
state ? And why is it found, as this disease increases and the union be- 
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tween the periosteum and fang is, perhaps, partially destroyed, that 
the tooth is nearly ready to drop out, or naay be taken away with the 
slightest effort ? The ligament is not destroyed. It has hardly begun 
to share in the disease of the parts ; for every practitioner in dentistry, 
of any observation, knows that the iDflamination of the periosteum c(»n- 
mences at the extremity of the fang and extends towards the crown of 
the tooth. 

These are questions, involving truths, the knowledge of which every 
dentist of much experience must possess. Perhaps the discoverers of 
the new ligament can solve them. Yours, &c. 

31 Winter Street, Boston, Feb. 21, 1839. J. F. Flagg. 

REFERENCES TO THE PLATE. 

Fig. 1. — A portion of the under jaw, showing the manner in which 
tbe edges of the sockets embrace the necks of the teeth, when both are 
in their perfect state, a. Indicates the fangs of a molar tooth, showing 
their most common form and connection with the bone — ^the outer plate 
of the socket being removed. 

Fig. 2. — An enlarged drawing of a molar tooth while beneath the 
gum, before the fan^ are formed. A, The crown of the tooth perfect. 
a, The gum. 6, The white line representing the capsular membrane. 
At this point it is attached to the gum, and is absorbed while the tooth 
is rising to the situation shown in figure 3. c, The neck of the tooth, 
to which this membrane firmly adheres, d, One side of the membrane, 
which has been cut away and turned down. 

Fig, 3. — An enlarged drawing to represent the same tooth shown in 
figure 2, after it has risen to its place above the gum, and the fangs 
have been perfectly formed, c, Indicates tbe white line representing 
the investing or capsular membrane of the fangs, and which becomes the 
periosteum or articular membrane when the tooth is fully grown, and 
remains united with the gum at c. 

Fig. 4. — ^Teeth with portions of the bone or socket adhering, show- 
ing tt^ common effect of using the German key to extract them, or ot 
some violence or mal-adroitness in the operation. 

Fig, 5. — ^The left side of an under jaw, with part of the teeth and 
gum remaining, to show how the sockets are. absorbed, and the gum re- 
tracted about some of the teeth after others have been extracted, frac- 
tured or decayed next to them, a. The root of the second bicuspii 
broken below the edge of the perfect socket, b ft, Teeth, the fangs of 
which are exposed, by the wasting of the socket, below tbe part to 
which the new ligament is said to be so firmly fixed. 



CASE OF ANEURISM BY ANASTOMOSIS CURED BY TYING THE 
PRIMITIVE CAROTID. 

T9 the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jowrnal. 

Sib, — In presenting this case to the publishers of your valuable and in- 
teiestiDg Jottrnal, 1 am unwilling to leave the impression tbat^tbe mer» 
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operation of tying the carotid artery successfully, is thought to be of 
sufficient importance to lumber up your pages. The practicability of 
the operation is too well established to require confirmation, and its 
novelty has passed away with its frequent repetition. I present it 
merely because the object for which it was resorted to has been secured, 
viz., a complete cure of the aneurism. Such a result does not often fol* 
low ; indeed, so little good has been gained by it, in a large maiority of 
cases, that its entire abandonment has been recommended. When the 
aneurismal sac can be perfectly commanded, as when situated on the 
vertex, side of the head, fcc, perhaps it would be best to commence the 
attack, at once, upon the tumor ; but when it is otherwise, when it can- 
not be safely entrenched by the scalpel and ligature, there can then be 
no doubt as to the expediency of tymg the carotid. If it succeeds — 
well ; if not, there is no harm done. 

March 12, 1835, Mrs. Rolls, aged twenty-three years, the wife of 
a soldier in the U. S. service, stationed at Fort Preble, in the sixth 
month of utero-gestation, and the mother of two children, had a pul- 
sating tumor, extending from just above the angle of the left low«r jaw, 
passing upwards, behind and nearly an inch above the ear. Its lateral 
diameter — ^i. e., from the ear backwards — was rather more than an inch. 
She discovered it two years before, immediately after a severe attack of 
scolding. It had increased very much within the last two or three 
months. Complains of thundering and throbbing in the left ear, with 
deep-seated pain and throbbing in the left orbit. In all other respects 
her health was perfect. 

Assisted by Drs. Barrett and Merrill, of this city, I tied the primitive 
carotid artery just above the point where it is crossed by the omo hyoi- 
deus muscle, with a flaxen ligature. The tumor immediately disap- 
peared, together with all pulsation and throbbing in the ear and eye. 
She complained of pain just under the ear. Dressed the wound by 
stitch, adhesive straps, lint and handkerchief. Made pressure upon the 
site of the aneurism by compress and bandage, which was continued 
while she was under my care. Ordered neutral salts at bed-tinie ; 
diet, gruel. 

13. Has had but little rest ; head aches ; vomited several times in 
the night. The pain was confined to the left side of the head in the 
night, but it is now over the eyes. Tongue a little furred ; bowels 
had moved ; pulse hard and small; no pain in the neck. Vs. f3xvi. 
This afforded perfect relief. Ordered an infusion of rhubarb, with carb. 
soda and anise seed, to be taken in small quantities. Take a few drops 
of laudanum in case of much gastric disturbance, and an injection of 
starch in the evening. 

14. Very comfortable. Slept six hours last night ; impatient for 
something to eat. Neck stiff and sore, but has been entirely free from 
pain shice bleeding. Keep still and continue water gruel. 

15. No pain ; pulse 90, small ; tongue a little furred, but has some 
appetite ; complains of weakness ; bowels moved yesterday. Was 
comfortable till last evening, when, after eating a roasted apple, she be* 
'^0)6 very sick; with intolerable pain the head, and numbness of the 
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tongue, all which symptoms subsided as soon as she ejected the apple. 
After this, slept well. Continue gruel, and tr. opii if needed. 

16. Complains of vertigo ; appetite poor ; pulse 70. Took six 
drops tr. opii last evening. Continue gruel, and tr. opii if necessary. 

17. Vertigo continues; feels weak; wound nearly healed. Tem- 
perature of the left cheek we judged to be ten degrees lower than that 
of the right. 

20. Vertigo diminished ; pulse 75 ; appears to be domg perfectly well. 

25. Feels quite well, only a liltle weak. Has had severe pain in 
the bead for a short time ; thinks it was occasioned by inanition. Three 
days ago felt a throbbing in the ear for a short time. Allowed a little 
animal food at noon. Tea and dry toast morning and evening. 

April 1. Ligature retained ; soreness above it, and surrounded by fun- 
gous granulations. Applied caustic. On examining the site of the tu- 
mor, felt slight pulsation. Feel fearful the operation will be useless. 

4. Now quite well, but says she has had one or two attacks of tlirob- 
bing in the ear and eye. 

12. Ligature came away this morning. She appears well ; has had 
no pain or throbbing, since the 4th. The aneurismal tumor is scarcely 
perceptible, and all pulsation has ceased. Thus far the operation ap- 
pears to be successful, notwithstanding the unpropitious circumstances 
observed on the 1st and 4th. 

The above is transcribed from my Memoria Medica. I lost sight of 
her from that time, she having followed her husband to another military 
station. I have never heard from her since, till a few weeks ago, when I 
met a gentleman of considerable intelligence, from Florida, who knew her 
there as well as here, and says she had never felt a symptom of the 
aneurism up to the time of his leaving the station in the summer of 1S38. 

You will have my entire approbation to dispose of this just as you 
please. If it is not thought worthy of a place in your Journal, you are 
entirely at liberty to consign it to the tomb of the Capulets. 

With much respect, 

Portland, Me., Feb. 16, 1839. J. W. Mighels. 



ABSCESSES IN THE THORAX, Ac. 
[CommuiiicAted ftir the Borton Medical end Boiflcal Joiinwl.J 

I^E opening of abscesses deeply seated in the viscera of the thorax, 
abdomen, &c., particularly when seated in the substance of the liver, 
lungs, &c. (and likewise the opening of tumors situated over large arte- 
ries, when it cannot be certainly determined whether these tumors are 
aneurisms or not), are very important and hazardous operations. We 
are sometimes urged, and even pressed, by the patient or hjs fliends, to 
perform the above operations, and that when the existence of matter 
cannot be clearly ascertained ; and the result, of course, must be doubt- 
fiil in such cases, which indeed are but few. We should be very care- 
fiil to remind the patient and his friends that we must expect sometimes 
to be disappointed ; but after all our precaution, it is veiy unplefisant to 
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jthe opertttory th^ patient, and hb friends, to perfoim a useless operation* 
No prudent surgeon would urge such an operation, nor would he operate 
on his own responsibility ; he should always request a full council. 

Yet there are cases in which we may be certain of the existence of 
matter in the lungs or cavity of the thorax ; but when we have made 
the incision, no matter is discharged. In such cases we niay have told 
the patient and his friends that the matter laid much deeper than we 
expected. On examination, before the operation, by laying the band 
on the side, when the patient coughed we could plainly feel the matter 
dash against the ribs — ^we could likewise hear it, as we supposed ; and 
we expected to have found the matter in immediate contact with the 
ribs, or very near — but we have now found that the matter is in the 
substance of the lungs, and to thrust a cutting instrument deep into the 
lungs might be immediately fatal. Yet we should hope that by keep- 
ing the wound open by a tent, the matter would eventually be dis- 
charged by the opening ; and this has, in several instances, been the 
case, though in other cases the patient has suddenly died from suffoca- 
tion in consequence of the abscess bursting into the bronchia ; and in 
other cases the patient has sunk under the disease before the matter 
ifound its way to the opening, which has often put the operation in a 
bad light. The friends of the patient have been disappointed, and have 
in some instances supposed that the operation had shortened his days^ 
or even might have been the occasion of his death. At least, such 
operations do not add much to the credit of the surgeon, and are always 
unsatisfactory to the friends of the patient, and, what is of much more 
importance, there is strong reason to believe that could such abscesses 
be opened at a proper time and manner, the patient's life might often 
be preserved. 

In the course of more than thirty years' practice, I have seen many 
cases of the above description, and have been much perplexed in their 
treatment. Though in general I could satisfy myself as to the existence 
of matter, to know its exact situation was difficult. Yet this may in 
general be pretty nearly ascertained ; but to discharge a deep-seat^ 
abscess of the lungs or liver, is at least a difficult operation. In all the 
operations in which I have been concerned, in the before-named cases, 
there has been an adhesion of the lungs to the pleura, and of the liver 
to the peritoneum. In failure of this, the operation would be attended 
with much more hazard, and recovery be more doubtful. In one case 
of which I had knowledge, where an opening was made into the cavity 
of the thorax, and where the pleura did not adhere to the lungs, respi- 
ration was suspended for a short time. As the air is admitted by the 
opening to one side of the thorax only, were we sure that the lung on 
the other side was completely sound, the risk in general would not be 
great ; but in such cases as we are usually called to operate on, it is 
often found that neither of the lungs is entu'ely sound ; besides, ab- 
besses of the lungs are often complicated with dropsy of the chest, 
lesion of the heart, &c. 

I would, for these reasons, recommend, before the operation, a careiol 
^nquiiy as reg^ds the above, particulars, and toascertam as near^as.jpos- 
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sible whether there is adhesion of the luog which we are about to ope- 
rate CD, to the side ; whether there is reason to expect that the other 
luDg is capable of supporting respiration, and sufficiently sound to sup- 
port the circulation, oxygenation, &>c., of the blood; whether there is 
dropsy of the chest, heart, or lungs. After the most careful inquiry, 
should there be no important objection from any of the preceding cir- 
cumstances^ we may consent to operate, and possibly hold out to the 
patient some prospect of a final recovery, and considerable hope, at 
least, of an alleviation of his sufferings. After making an incision into 
the cavity of the thorax, should there be adhesion of the lung to the 
pleura, the lung may be penetrated a short distance by a small trocar 
covered with a canula ; or a silver tube with a steel stilet, say one 
sixteenth of an inch in diameter, may be carefully passed into the sub- 
stance of the lung, a very short distance, say half an inch ; and should 
you have reached the cavity of the abscess, by frequently withdrawing 
the stilet, while you still retain the canula within the cavity of the 
abscess, you will find a little matter adhering to it.* But when I have 
not, by tins method, been able to reach the cavity of the abscess,! have 
succeeded in the following manner, viz. I take a common silver probe, 
say six inches in length, with a small round point like a ball, which 
should be very smooth, and somewhat larger in diameter than the probe. 
This instrument I choose because it will not readily enter the coate of 
an artery or vein, when gently and cautiously introduced. This I 
gradually introduce by very moderate and cautious pressure, gently 
rolling it, by which means the vessels will yield to one side or the 
other, and the probe pass on without injury. When the probe has 
penetrated to the walls of the abscess, we may expect more resistance 
than in any other part of its course ; but by gentle pressure — for none 
other should be ever used — and rolling the probe from side to side, it 
will, doubtless, penetrate. When this is effected, it will be known by its 
passing without resistance. I now take a small director, of the usual 
length, and gently introduce it into the cavity of the abscess, by means 
of the probe which I still retain in its situation in the cavity of the ab- 
scess. Now, by holding the probe firm with one hand, while I tak^ 
the director in die other, I gradually distend the opening till the matter 
is discharged. Job Wilson, M.D. 

Franklin, N. U., Feb. 12, 1839. 



THE STATE LUNATIC HOSPITAL AT WORCESTER. 

[The following are selected from the large number of interesting facts 
contained in Dr. Woodward's last annual report.] 

* I was oBCe called to operate for an aneuriun of the carotid artery at the aagle of the lower Jaw* 
I luppoaed that possibly it might not be an aneurism, though it pulsated strongly, and was of several 
■ontha' standing, and to cut down and take up tlw carotid artery, or to open an jmemlsm for an ab- 
aeesB, were operations too important to hazard. To be certain, if possible, in this case, was of the 
first importance. In order to ascertain the nature of the disease, I took the canula and stilet beftre 
described, and passed Li into the cavity of the pulsating tumor. AOer withdrawing the sUiet sereral 
times, white I retain^ the canula firm In the cavity of the tumor, I clearly ascertained that it con- 
liiMd^«l,Bid<'«aA$oan0artUD. Of owraeM wiatiBneaeiiary to t»ki8 up the cMPttd «teiy. 
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In the course of the last year, there have been admitted 177 patients, 
a greater number than has heretofore been admitted in any single year. 
Of these^Qd were males and 81 were females ; 82 were of less duration 
than one year, 45 males and 37 females, and 95 of longer duration than 
one year, 51 males and 44 females. 

At the close of the year there were in the hospital 218 patients, of 
whom 115 were males and 103 were females. Of this number of cases 
28 are of duration less than one year, and. 190 of duration longer than 
one year. 

During the year there have been in the hospital 362 patients, 177 of 
whom were admitted in the course of the year, and 185 were in the 
hospital at the commencement of the year. 

There have been discharged during the year, including deaths, 144 
patients, of whom 84 were males and 60 were females. 76 of these 
recovered, 45 males and 31 females ; 24 were improved, 11 males and 
13 females ; 14 were not improved, 8 males and 6 females ; 14 were 
discharged harmless and incurable, for want of room, 10 males and 4 
females ; and 16 have died, 10 males and 6 females. 

Of this number of cases discharged, 74 were of less duration than 
one year, 47 males and 27 females. Of these 64 recovered, 38 males 
and 26 females ; 6 were discharged improved, 2 males and 4 females ; 
4 have died, 3 males and 1 female. 

Of the number of cases discharged, 70 were of duration longer than 
one year. , Of these 42 were males and 23 were females ; 12 recovered , 
7 males and 5 females ; 18 were discharged improved, 10 males and 8 
females; and 12 died, 7 males and 5 females. 

Respecting the ages of patients now in the hospital, of any 10 years, 
the greatest number of patients are between 30 and 40 years of age, 
few are under 20, and more are between the ages of 40 and 50 than 
between 20 and 30. This, it is believed, is different from the fact with 
most hospitals for the insane, and may be accounted for, in part, from 
the accumulation of old cases in this hospital, which was originally de- 
signed principally for incurables, many of whom will continue within its 
wards while life remains. 

The average number for the year 1837 was 163 ; the average num- 
ber for the year 1838 is 211, a difference of 55 in the average of the 
two years. 

At this time the hospital is as full of patients as it is desirable that 
it should ever be, and without the lodges, which should never be esti- 
mated as a part of the accommodations of the establishment, is already 
more than full. 

The recoveries of mania are about 60 per cent., and the recoveries 
of melancholia about 59 per cent., while recoveries of dementia, as we 
use the term, are from 2 to 3 per cent. only. 

The great list of employments in the table, show conclusively that all 
mankind, of whatever pursuits, are liable to the evil, and that little can 
be said of the occupation as a cause of the insanity in any case. 

The number of single persons continues to be much larger than the 
married, as has always been the case in the hospital. During the last 
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year, tee bave received 101 patients that have never been married, 65 
narried, and 11 in a state of widowhood. 

Intemperance continues to be a prominent cause, but we are happy 
to think it is less frequent than formerly. It will elsewhere be recorded 
that this cause, during the first three years of the hospital, gave origin 
to 25 per cent, of the cases of insanity admitted, while it is supposed to 
be the cause in but 14 per cent, of the cases admitted the last three 
years. If thb is any indication of the proportionate diminution of its 
influence in other respects, unfavorable to public health and public 
morals, the prospect is most cheering. We have bad no case of deli- 
rium tremens for the last year, and very few since the institution was 
opened. 

The number of admissions liDm religious causes has been about the 
same as usual the past year. A subject so deeply interesting to the bu« 
mao mind as its eternal well-being, must ever have an agency in the 
pioduclion of insanity ; these cases come in bold relief before us, and 
we deprecate the influence which has produced them. All the most 
valuable institutions of society, however, are liable to the same objec- 
tions — ^marriage, education and civilisation, as well as Christianity, are 
the causes of insanity in many cases, though It is not the legitimate ten- 
dency of any of them to produce this eflfect. 

The number of admissions firom masturbation, the last year, has been 
less, and the cases of a more favorable character. 6 cases only are 
know^n to have arisen from this cause ; but probably 3 or 4 others may 
have done so. 4 or 5 of these cases have recovered, and have been dis- 
charged with such feelings of the nature and tendency of the practice, 
as it may confidently be hoped will ensure them from future indulgence 
and its consequences. 

The ascertained causes of insanity in the 855 cases at this hospital, 
rank thus : 1, intemperance ; 2, ill health of all kinds ; 3, masturbation ; 
4, domestic afflictions ; 5, religious excitements ; 6, loss of property and 
fear of poverty; 7, disappointed ambition ; 8, injuries of the bead ; 9, 
use of snnflT and tobacco. In a few cases, the cause of the insanity is 
unknown. Foreigners and citizens of other States found insane in this, 
have occasionally been committed, whose histories could not be ascer^ 
tained. Probably we should approximate the truth very closely in dis- 
tributing the unknown causes under the above heads, according to their 
relative proportions. 

Of the whole number of cases admitted into the hospital, 334 were 
of less duration than one year, of which there are recovered or supposed 
curable, 294, which is 88 per cent. From one to two years' duration, 
118 ; recovered or supposed curable, 79, a fraction more than 66 per 
cent. From two to five years' duration, 141 ; recovered or supposed 
curable, 45, a little less than 36 per cent. From five to ten years' du- 
ration, 96 ; recovered or supposed curable, 12, or 12| per cent. Over 
ten years' duration, 118 ; recovered, 4, less than 3^ per cent. 

During the last year, the recoveries of patients in whom insanity 
conmienced under 20 years of age, has been 46 per cent. ; In those be- 
tweea 9D asd 25, 51 1-3 per cent. ; between 25 and 30, 42 P®^/^fr>i 
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between 30 aod 35, 51 per cent. ; between 35 and 40, 51 per cent. ; 
between 40 and 45, 67 per cent. ; between 50 and 55, 60 per cent. ; 
between 55 and 60, 66 per cent. ; between 60 and 65, 90 per cent. ; 
between 65 and 70, 67 per cent. ; after the age of 70, bl per cent. 

Of the deaths that have occurred in the hospital, 12 have been of 
recent cases, and 41 of old cases. No one has died of fever, and 4 
only of inflammatory disease. 

The proportion of deaths must be considered small for the number of 
the imbecile, feeble and diseased that have annually been brought to our 
care, being only 53 of 855, a little more than 6 per cent. ; the average 
on the number in the hospital each year, is about 3^ per cent. 

Recovery of insanity from certain causes: From intemperance, 
51 1-3 per cent. Domestic afflictions, 58 per cent. Ill health, 62^ per 
cent. Religious causes, 55^ per cent« Masturbation, 18^ per cent. 
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SURGICAL APPARATUS. 

Tkb idea of presenting anything altogether new in surgery, at this period, 
is preposterous ; yet it is nevertheless true that excellent things may be had 
in the way of apparatus, very much superior to a majority of the machinery 
in common use, for splinting limbs, making extension, or confining frac- 
tured bones. We happened to have a pleasant interview, a few days 
since, with Dr. L. Howe, an ingenious and skilful surgeon, of Jafirey, 
N. H., who, without designing to seek notoriety, favored us with an ex- 
amination of several instruments of his contrivance, designed originally 
for his individual convenience, in his own circle of practice. They were 
so well adapted to the particular condition of bones in various kinds of 
fractures, so very economical, too, and likewise so much superior to the 
trumpery called splints now on sale throughout the country, that we really 
believe the extensive manufacture of Dr. Howe's inventions would be a 
public service. 

First, he has a pully, connected with a regulating windlass, for the 
management of fractures of the neck or shaft of the femoris, simple in its 
construction, but precisely what would be wanted under such circum- 
stances. It strikes every one at all acquainted with the anatomy of the 
thigh, as being superior to any contrivance used in public institutions. 

Next, a posterior-concave splint, with a rachet-wneel windlass, for con- 
trolling fractures of the lower limbs, is equally ingenious, and quite as 
useful as the o^er, either in extensive private surgical practice, or in a 
hospitaL It is at first view so obvious that both of these machines are 
strictly philosophical, that they would soon have repute if they were onoe 
put on sale. 

Besides these, there are several flexible cases, which open to reoeiye 
fractured limbs, and afterwards are buckled down firmly. They are made 
of J^ainted cloth — ^but quite useless to those possessing the ii^struiaents just 
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described. Afler a close examination of these boxes, for such they are in 
fact, we have come to the conclusion that they are no better than the felt 
splints, or many other schemes familiar to surgeons for keeping bones 
in place. 

A third invention, valuable in its place, is called the ulria elevatar, 
which is a semicircular spring, padded at each extremity, and managed by 
a regulating screw. Those who have had experience in fractures of the 
lower end of the ulna, know how extremely difficult it is to keep the head 
in its place. The elevator is adjusted with a nicety which wholly relieves 
the surgeon from anxiety as to the result, while the patient is saved from 
unnecessary pain, or bandaging. We look upon this as an entirely new 
instrument. 

Lastly, Dr. Howe's semicirctdar ttmrraquet is no less ingenious than 
those we have been describing. One of the principal objections to a com* 
mon garter tourniquet arises from the circumstance that it becomes a liga- 
ture, confining both veins and arteries. With this, the pressure is made 
on two points only, viz., on the artery and the bone opposite. No inter* 
raption is given to the venous circulation or the smaller class of arteries in 
the muscles by this, which is managed by a fine-threaded screw. 

Having neither the instruments or drawings of them, with the excep- 
tion of the tourniquet, it is quite difficult to describe them with precision ; 
and, what is worse still, none of them are to be had in Boston or any 
other city, having never yet been put on sale. 

One object in these remarks is to urge our country friends to persuade 
Dr. Howe either to supply the principal cities with his instruments, or else 
allow some of our instrument-makers to do it. If Mr. Phelps, of Court 
street, once had permission, we are confident that he would soon convince 
surgeons, far and near, that this apparatus, as far as it goes, is superior to 
any now known to them for controlling fractured bones. 



Scarlet Fever. — Notwithstanding the frequent calls we have made upon 
the profession to answer this question — why is not the scarlet fever 
managed with more success than the bills of mortality show it to be, in 
the United States? it is again urged upon the consideration of practi* 
tioners. In Boston, in 1831, 58 persons died of scarlet fever ; in 1832^ 
149; in 1833, 61 ; in 1834, 28; in 1835, 46; in 1836, 16 ; in 1837, 39;. 
and in 1838, 91. In the month of January last, 34 died, and up to Feb- 
ruary 20th, present date, 20 more have been carried ofT by this same be- 
som of destruction. The malady has been, perhaps, equally destructive 
in all the cities and large inland towns on the seacoast, during the same 
years. Still we hear of no improvements in practice. There is a plenty 
of fine-spun theory abroad, a quantum suf. of which has been sent (yet 
nnpublished) to our address ; but this is by no means satisfactory. Tilt 
the mortality is actually lessened by medicine, we shall be slow to believe 
that scarlet fever is well treated. That we might be satisfied that all hit- 
man exertion had been made to save a patient — that all the knowledge and 
all the experience of a gentleman, who has lost as many patients by the 
scarlet fever as any man of his age, had been brought to bear, we were 
lately invited to examine a case. It was precisely as represented ; what- 
ever others had given, was given here, and the practice was as mechanical 
fts the operations of a carding machine. Everything operated kindly, and — 
the patient died. Cannot some new rule of practioe be devised^ combining 
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more advantages than the old ? This is a plain and important question — 
for there is an urgency ; a very few, only, recover, and therefore it is in* 
ferred that a new mode of treatment is required in this climate. 



Dr, Hamilton, — The appointment of Dr. F. H. Hamilton, of Auhum, 
N. Y., to the chair of Surgery in the Western College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, at Fairfield, seems to he very satisfactory to the puhlic. 
He is a persevering, industrious student, and therefore will succeed any* 
where. Men of his power and activity, to say nothing of genius, are 
▼ery much needed in more than half of the medical schools in the Union. 
Everything goes by management in these degenerate times. To one per- 
son fitted by nature for the station of a lecturer on science — in too many 
scientific institutions — there are ten stupid leaden-headed drags, who 
neither elevate themselves, or advance the cause of useful knowledge. It 
is strange that those who have the care and keeping of the honor of medi- 
cal seminaries do not open their eyes to the monstrous and glaring ini- 
quity of putting cousins, nephews, and almost aunts, into chairs which it 
is not possible for them to sustain with dignity, or profit to the world. 
Yet all this is done, to the disgrace of the age, while those most competent 
are left to grope through life in obscurity. The election of Dr. Hamilton 
is one of those deviations from the common policy of our medical schools, 
which actually excites our encouragement — ^for he is a man of rare talents, 
and has in no way played a second fiddle to any of the old orchestra. 



Division of the Tendo-AchUlis, — Dr. Brown, of the Orthopedic Institu- 
tion, in this city, performed the above-named operation on Thursday last, 
upon a little unfortunate child, by the name of Julia Ann Gowers, which 
promises the happiest results. Both feet were clubbed, which must al- 
ways be considered a very bad deformity. By cutting off the great heel- 
cord of each foot — which was done almost in a twinkling, without loss of 
blood — both feet were easily brought into a natural and useful position. 
The cure is going on admirably, and the prospect now is, that in the course 
of a few weeks the patient (only three years old) will have a pair of feet 
nearly as good as they would have been, had there been no congenital 
malformation. 

Mastachusetts General Hospital. — The following officers have been 
elected for the current year. 

Consulting Physicians, — Drs. James Jackson, Geo. C. Shattuck, John 
Kandall, and John Homans. 

Consulting Surgeons, — Drs. George B. Doane, John Jeffries, Abel L. 
Peirson, and Edward Reynolds. 

Physicians, — Drs. Jacob Bigelow, Enoch Hale, and John Ware. 

Surgeons, — Drs. John C. Warren, George Hay ward, and Solomon D. 
Townsend. 

Assistant Physician, — Dr. Henry I. Bowditch. 

Superintendent of Hospital, — Dr. G. Bradford. 

Physician and Superintendent of McLean Asylum, — Dr. L. V. Bell. 



Hudson Lunatic Asylum, — S. & G. H. White, M.D., proprietors. Dur* 
ing the year 1838, 96 patients have enjoyed the benefits of this institn* 
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tlon. Sixty have been admitted during the year, and thirty-eight were 
remaining at the close of 1837. The whole number of recent cases, 30 ; 
chfODic do., 65 ; intemperate, 3. 

Of the recent cases, 15 recovered ; 5 convalescent ; 5 improving ; 1 
unimproved ; 4 died. Of the chronic cases, 9 recovered ; 6 convalescent ; 
21 much improved ; 15 improving ; 10 stationary ; 4 died. Intempe- 
rate, 2 reformed ; 1 unreformed. Remaining, January 1, 1838, 43 pa- 
tients, to wit : Chronic cases, 33 ; recent do., 10. 

Since the opening of this institution, a period of eight years and a half, 
lour hundred and ten patients have been admitted. 

Family worship has been continued during the past year, with beneficial 
effects, which all the quiet patients have had the the privilege of enjoying. 



Marshall Hallos Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Medicine. — 
We learn that Messrs. C. C. Little & Co., of this city, have in press and 
will speedily publish Dr. M. Hall's Lectures on the Theory and Practice 
of Medicine, extracts from which have appeared in the two preceding 
volumes of this Journal. The American edition is revised, and will con- 
tain considerable additions by Drs. J. Bigelow and O. W. Holmes, of this 
city. 

Medical Miscellany. — ^It is said that a Philadelphia physician is about 
establishing a private hospital at Havana. — During the terrible destruction 
by the late earthquake in the Island of Martinique, the hospital of Port 
Royal was thrown down, and advices say one hundred patients, lying in 
the wards, were buried in the ruins. — The Medical Examiner states that 
the American Philosophical Society has declined acceding to the propo- 
sal from Boston, relative to an American Institution for the Cultivation of 
Science. — The yellow fever is making frightful havoc at Martinique. — 
Rev. Dr. Matthews, Chancellor of the University of New York, has re- 
signed his office, and now we trust the medical department of the institu- 
tion will prosper. — Mr. Combe will give a second course of lectures, 
beginninir the 28th inst., at Philadelphia. — The Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts had a letter laid before it last week, from the Board of Adminis- 
trators of the Charity Hospital, at New Orleans. What can it be about ? 
— ^A horrible case of hydrophobia, which terminated fatally, in the person 
of a Mrs. Kelly, recently occurred at Lancaster, Penn. — Dr. Holmes, of 
Sorel, Canada, has been arrested for the perpetration of a horrid murder* 
near Quebec. — Dr. Parsons, of Providence, K. I., has a patient under his 
care, who was wounded by a shot that nearly divided the large intes- 
tine: there is a prospect of recovery. 

To CoRRESPONDBNTs. — The, wood-cuts to illustrate Dr. Wallace's paper on 
the eye, were not finished in season for this No. The article shall appear next 
week. 

Dr Cintis, of Columbus, Ohio, can procure the Class-Book of Anatomy, Sd 
edition* together with the American Medical Almanac for 1839, at Philadelphia, 
Louisville, Ey., or at Cincinnati. We would transmit both works, with pleasure, 
u requested, but we know of no mode of conveyance from Boston. 

Wkote nnmber of deatbt in Boston (br the week ending February 23, 83. Males, 19— females, 14. 

or coBsampUon, 8— convulsions, 1— scarlet fbver, 6 — old age, S— lung ferer. 9— apoplexy, 1— hoop- 
lag cough, 2 — chUd-bed feirer, 1 — ^inflamniation of the bowels, l-— croup, I— InnntUe, 8->caBker In. ia» 
Mwals, 1— erysipelas, 1— scald, 1— diarrhcsa, 1— mansmns, 1. 
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AUBURN MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

Dm. p. H. Hamiltok and Owkn Muirsoir, being aMociated In the practice of m edi d BB and anr- 
gerjr, will commence tiieir course of private inatmction on the lat of March, 1889. 

A seriea of lectores on Surgery and Surgical Anatomy, will be giTen by Dr. Hamlltoa, coatUinlag 
aU months from the flrit of March : two lectures per week. All the principal operationa in aiiigery 
will be performed In the presence of the clasa. 

The students will also be daily instructed and examined in the other branches of medical acienoe. 

Terms— $24 per year } payable half yearly, in adrance. Feb. SO— tMl 

VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Thb annual course of Lectures, at this institation, will oommenoe on the second T^unday of March 
next, and continue thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by - - H. H. GHiLoa, M.D. 

General and Special Anatomy and Physiotagy, by • • - Bobbst WAm, Jb^ M.D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by - - ... . Gi lmait Kimball. M.D. 

Chemistry and Materia Medica, by ••--•-• David Palmbb, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by ........ Nobmab Williams, A JC. 

Fees for the course— $50. Graduation— #16. For those who have attended two courses, but do 
not graduate — $10. All the above expoiaes to be paid in advance, or secured by note, with a satlalho- 
tory endorser, to David Peirce, Esq., Treasurer of the Institution. Board mav always be obtained in 
the village on reasonable terms. By order of the Board of Trustees, N. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

Woodstock, Ft., Feb. 5, 1839. Feb. 90~^t 

DR. HULL'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. 

Tun new instriitaeiii forihe radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, by external 
apphcatiun, siiiMfrtfeding the um of the objectiaiiuble pe«M.ry, is cunfideittly recomiusnded to the 
afflicted as the means of a perfect restoration in health, it never having failed of performing a curs, 
even under the in ml aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbation of Sir 
Astiey Cooper, of Lo5O0K ; Sir Benjamin O. Orodie; Sir James Clark, Physician to theUueen; 
Dr. A<«b\vell, Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy^s UoMpital ; Dr. Rigby, Lecturer to St. Bartholomew *f; 
Dr. 6 rifliih, Lecturer to Westmin«ter Uuspital; Dr. Ramsbotliaw, Lecturer to London Hospiul ; 
Robert FergUMn, Lecturer tu WeHimiHSter Lying-in Hospital ^ Dr. Sweatman, Lecturer to Middlesex 
Hos|»ital, and Senior Accoucheur to Queen Charlotle^s Lying-in Hospital ;olao by Henry Daviea, 
Conquest ; Bluudell, Lee, Merriman, Surgeon Keates, ice. ; by Dr. Moreau, President of the Acade- 
mie tloyaltf de .Viedeciiie, Pasi*, and Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orleausj Professors Velpena, 
Mnrjolin, Paul (iuboii, Sansnn, and oiherK— and in New York by Professor J. W. Francis; O. 8. 
Bedford, M.D., Professor of Midwifery in University of the city of Naw Yobk ; Prefeasor DelaOeld, 
Prufessor Francis U. Juhnuton, President County Medical Society ; Lauieus Hull, President Medicnl 
Society, imate of New York; PrufeDAor James McNaughton, Albany; Professor March, Professor 
Cyrus t*erkins, ProfeMorDoane ; James Web^aer, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, Geneva; 
David L. Rodgers, Prcifesvor Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Tboniati Boyd, Gilbert Smith, Hosack. 
Stearns, Ludluw, KtsMin, Vacbe, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many otiier distlngulahea 
physicians of the United Slates. AMOc> G. BULL, 

Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 
&^ A constant supply of the above instnintents will be kept by Reed, Wing tt Cutler (late Lowe 
4t Reed), No. 54 Chaibain street, Boston. Lowe ^ Reed have sold many of the above instrumnata, 
and can refer to phyKicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well aa to 
patients to whom they have afforded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13— 6m 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical inatroetion. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical ana surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral ilospiial. 'i'hey will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which con- 
stantly presents a large number uf importniit cases, and where opportunities will be afforded for nc- 
quirlug a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be Aimlshed 
with opportunities for the Ntiidy of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be uforded for 
acquiring a personHl Hcquniiitance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instiuction by exami- 
nations (ir lectures will be given in the different branches* of medical studies, during the Interval be- 
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fireand lighu, will befnmialied 
to the students at the expense of the instruclers. GEORGE C SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Ja. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

"^ NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 

Thb medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements that be 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will be 
safely put up in bozos, with the clay in which they were imported. Phyaieiaos may be oeitaia that 
careful attention will be given to their orders. SRTH W. FOWLE, 

Oct. 17— lyeop 33 Prince St. corner of Sstem St. Boston. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SUllGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communicationa must be 
addmsed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. G. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $8,50 alter three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a year, tn 
advance. Orders ttom a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or aatisactory rerer- 
ence. Postage the seme aa far a newspaper. 
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EMETICS IN SCARLATINA. 

[The last No. of the Transylvania Medical Journal contains a disser- 
tation on scarlatina, by Professor Cross. We extract from it the follow- 
ing remarks on the use of emetics in this disease.] 

As has been already remarked, an emetic should be exhibited on the 
first intimation of th^ existence of scarlatina, and it should be repeated, 
according to circumstances, throughout the whole course of the disease. 
This should be done whether it consist in cutaneous inflammation merely, 
or be complicated with secondary lesions. If the former, we use them 
to prevent the supervention of the latter ; and if the latter, to moderate 
and subdue them. There are those who condemn them, and particu- 
larly Dr. Armstrong, in cases of tlie latter description. This, however, 
does qot accord with our experience, for, unless there is gastro-entenc 
congestion or inflammation, there is no reason to fear they will prove 
prejudicial. The powerful centrifugal impulse they give to the blood 
has the e^ct not only to prevent the formation of, but to remove local 
congestions. Though emetics are decidedly useful in the management 
of secondary lesions, they are certainly much more efficacious in pre- 
veating them. They effectually clear the air-passages — secure the 
complete arterialization of the blood, and thus prevent debility and the 
formation of local determinations and congestions. Recourse should, 
therefore, be had at once to vomiting, and we should not injudiciously 
waste time in the employment of the other and much less efficacious 
means. 

The stage of the disease should not be considered an argument against 
the us« of emetics. Respiration may be already very much oppressed — 
local lesions may have already formed, and debility may already prevail 
to a considerable extent, and yet we should hot be deterred from their 
prompt and decided use. It is certain that the danger consists in the 
morbid state of the mucous lining of the air-passages, and this everv 
moment increasing, death must result, if it is not speedily removed. 
No compromise or hesitation is consequently admissible, lot however 
much, in certain debilitated states of the system, we may dread the 
exhausting effects of emetics, it must be risked until safer means gf 
clearing the air-pas$ages can be discovered. Generally this appre- 
hension is gratuitous and unfounded, fbr so far from increasing, the de- 
bility is much diminished. If the emeUc has the effect to remove any 
considerable portion of the secretions accumulated in the air-passages, 
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the blood in circulating through the lungs will be more fully exposed to 
the action of the air ; and from its improved condition, the system will 
derive strength. This change in the blood is sometimes rendered very 
obvious in the lighter complexion which the eruption, before dafik and 
livid, assumes. And if even the slightest improvement in this respect 
is observed to follow emesis, we have the greatest encouragement to 
persevere, for we have every reason to believe that if sufficiently often 
repeated and in sufficiently rapid succession, we shall ultimately triumph. 
This is indispensable, for if their repetition is not strictly enforced, it b 
easy to lose what little ground has been gained, for in a short time the 
respiratory passages will be found as much obstructed and the eruption 
of as dark a hue as before. To a neglect of this precaution, in a great 
degree, we are satisfied should be ascribed the unsatisfactory results that 
have often followed emetics, and also, much of the vagueness with 
which they are spoken of by authors. 

While we recommend vomiting as of the greatest efficacy in scarla- 
tina, we would not be understood to intimate that it is of no importance 
by what article it is excited. On the contrary, our success will mainly 
depend on the selection we make. The articles that have been used 
are tartar emetic, sanguinaria Canadensis and ipecacuanha. 

The first article, just mentioned, has not only been used, but has been 
spoken of in terms of decided approval. The confidence which has 
been reposed in it b misplaced, and the error thus committed is fraught 
with the greatest danger. Given occasionally, perhaps two or three 
times in the course of the disease, as is the common practice, it will not 
probably prove very prejudicial. From what has been said, however, 
this is not the way in which emetics are to be used, if we would derive 
much benefit from them. They are to be administered as often as the 
condition of the air-passages may require, and if tartar emetic is thus 
used, instead of preventing, it would infallibly produce exhaustion. 
The relaxation and the severe discharges of which it is invariably the 
cause, when often repeated, would prostrate without being productive of 
any commensurate advantage. Tartar emetic is also a powerful irritant, 
and if given in any disease where there is a tendency to gastro-enteric 
congestion, it will be certain to produce it, and bv its injudicious repe- 
tition gastro-enteric inflammation will result. Instead, therefore, of 
being useful, the disease is exasperated by the production of a secondary 
lesion. It is very much disposed to act on the bowels, in consequence 
of the irritation it excites, and thus we run the risk of producing diar- 
rhoea. This should be strictly avoided if possible, for nothing more 
rapidly exiiausts the strength or is a source oi more danger. For these 
reasons and others that might be mentioned, we look upon tartar emetic 
as an exceedingly dangerous remedy m scarlatina, and one that should 
never be employed. We venture thus decidedly to condemn it, not- 
Withstanding it is in very general use and is much commended by those 
who confide in emetics, because we are persuaded the production of the 
effects just referred to has tended very much to impair the confidence 
that may be safely reposed in emesis. 

Sanguinaria Canadensis has been much commended by Dr. Tully^ 
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but as we have no personal knowledge of its efl^ts, we will not venture 
to decide upon its merits, though we are not inclined to believe it will 
ever be substituted for ipecacuanha, an article which, so far as we have 
been enabled to judge of it from personal observation, is not obnoxious 
to the aversion of one of the objections that have been urged against 
tartar emetic. From its repetition as often as was deemed necessary in 
the severest cases that occurred under our observation, we never had 
reason to consider it the cause of gastro-enteric irritation, of general 
exhaustion, or of diarrhoea. 

For the first time, in the year 1S32, when scarlatina prevailed to a very 
great extent in this county as an epidemic, I had recourse to ipecacuanha 
in the way I have already mentioned. Several times previously, how- 
ever, 1 had seen this disease, and had always treated it in accordance 
with the ordinary modes ; but my success was anything but satisfactory. 
Since my main reliance has been on ipecacuanha, the results of my 
treatment have been so very different, that I now regard the disease as 
in a great degree divested of its former terrors. My success, if it has 
not surpassed, has.at least eoualled that of any other physician of whom 
I have read or with whom I am acquainted. In the summer and au- 
tumn of 1832, when scarlatina was very prevalent in this county,! had 
under my care sixty-seven cases, all of which, with the exception of 
one, recovered. The fatal case occurred in a lady about 35 years of 
age ; she had suffered under the disease six days when 1 saw her for 
the first time, and she died early on the eighth day. When first seen 
her situation was considered hopeless. Since the year to which re- 
ference has been made, 1 have seen about the same number of cases, 
and have been uniformly successful, so that of about one hundred and 
twenty cases, but one proved fatal. My confidence in ipecacuanha was 
made known to a number of physicians, several of whom made a faith- 
ful trial of it in the way recommended, and although their success was 
not so complete as that realized by myself, it was sufficiently satisfac- 
tory to induce them to rely upon it in future. 



DISSERTATION ON GENERATION. 

BT B. r.' BUOiRD, A.M. 

[BoMaiBMl ftt Us pnbUe exunlnaUon for th« degree of Doctor In Medidne, beltara Ule Fienlty of 
Medicine of Harvard Univerdty, Febroary 8, 1889.] 

The variety of beings that people the world is so great, that the hu- 
man mind can hardly conceive or imagine their number ; and the phi- 
losopher who observes the march of nature, cannot help perceiving a crea- 
ting power, the sole principle of life, constantly engaged in the produc- 
tion of new beings, without appearing to provide for their future existence. 
Though this latter opinion may be opposed to that of many, were 
it necessary to give proofs in support of it, perhaps it might not be diffi- 
cult to find them in the fact that races of animals have existed, became 
extinct, and were replaced by others that still exist, which probably will 
disappear in their turui and make room for new ones. 
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The Creator, however, in giving life to millions of difierent species 
of beings, has not been willing that they should immediately pass from 
his creating hand into nothingness ; consequently he has given to each 
one, not only the means of existence, but also those of reproduction ; 
even more, he has established in each individual, the desire, or rather 
the want, of contributing to this latter important preserving function. 

The means and organs employed in this function are different among 
the difierent species of animals, though they all present a very great 
analogy. In this dissertation 1 shall only consider those that more inti* 
mately belong to mankind. 

Like most animals, the human species, in order to reproduce itself, 
requires the participation of two beings, a male and a female. The 
act of reproduction may be divided into three parts, or three difierent 
periods, viz., fecundation, gestation, and labor or delivery. The two 
sexes simultaneously co-operate in the first of these fiinctions, the male 
as fecundating agent, and the female as fecundated ; the two others be- 
long exclusively to the latter. Thus my subject is naturally divided into 
three parts, which I shall successively consider. 

Of Fecundation. — Fecundation is the successful result of the union 
of a male and a female, by which the dormant rudiments or principles 
of a new being, secreted by the female, are put into action by the con- 
tact of the sperm or fecundating principle secreted by the male, that 
they may be developed and acquire an independent life. 

With regard to the sexual parts of the male, the texture of the cor- 
pus cavernosum and corpus spongiosum, which constitute the penis, are 
composed of an infinite number of branches of arteries, which anastomose 
in every direction, and their interstices are filled by an infinite number of 
minute veins, which anastomose also in every direction, thus forming a 
kind of cellular and porous body. It is not difficult to conceive that 
such an organ, made up with elastic tubes, must be very flaccid when 
those tubes are empty, and hard in proportion as they are more or less 
filled. Besides, this iact is easily ascertained by the injection of the 
veins or arteries, or of both, which always produce the erection of the 
dead penis. How that injection takes place in the living penis, and when 
it is established, how it maintains itself or ceases, remains to be seen. 

It is probable, if not ascertained, that the arteries of the corpus caver- 
nosum and corpus spongiosum communicate quite freely by their ex- 
tremities with the origin of the veins, into which they pour the blood 
which they contain ; and I am induced to suppose that at the origin of 
the penis, the arteries, however small they may be, are provided with 
splrincters, which are submitted to the influence of the nervous system, 
and that when an exciting cause is present, those sphincters expand, that 
the arterial blood may pass, and in this manner exert a pressure upon 
the neighboring veins, the openings of which are thus closed at the very 
root of that organ, so that the blood which is forced into the arteries, 
and consequently into the veins, cannot escape as long as the dilataticA 
of the sphincters exists ; but as soon as the exciting cause ceases, the 
sphincters of the arteries close themselves, the pressure on those ves- 
sels, and consequently on the vems, is removed, and the blood knme«- 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



DUtertaiion im Generation. 97 

diately returns to the heart. Thus, when the orifices of tlie arteries 
are open and those of the veins closed, erection is produced, and con« 
tinues as long as the parts remain under the same influence and in the 
same situation-r-as long as the arterial pressure is not prevented, and the 
blood is retained in tlie veins ; but as soon as fatigue, caused by the ar*' 
terial pressure, commences, the sphincters naturally close themsdves, 
the blood escapes from the veins, and the flaccidity of the peoiis taken 
place. As to the action of the sphincters of the arteries, it is doubtless 
submitted, like that of all the muscles, to the bfluence of the nervous 
system. 

The nature of the fecundating principle, called sperm, or seminal 
fluid, secreted by the testicles of man, does not seem to be perfectly 
established. However, according to the observations of modem phy«> 
sblogists, it seems to be composed of a mucous part and organic or 
organized molecules. Some physiologists think that with these two 
parts is a third substance, which they call aura seminaliSf the existence 
of which is denied by others, but which appears to me to be highly 
probable. 

The mystery in which the act of fecundation is enveloped, has given 
rise to several theories, which are more or less absurd as they present more 
or less objections, and as they explain satisfactorily or otherwise the phe- 
nomena which excite the interest, the attention, or at least the curiosity, of 
the observer of nature. Of all these theories, the first, that of the semi- 
aalists, who believed the embryo was formed bythe mixture of the semi- 
nal fluid of the male with a somewhat similar fluid emitted by the S^ 
male, was replaced by that of the ovists, because the latter discover^, 
in the female testicles or ovaries, vesicles to which they gave the name 
of ova, and the organs that contained them were called ovaries. But 
the difficulty of explaining how these ova could pass into the uterus, 
taused the system of the seminalists to prevail until Fallopius, of Mo- 
dena, who lived in the sixteenth century, discovered the tubes since 
called, firom his name, the Fallopian tubes. But in the seventeenth 
century, Lewenlioeck and Harsceker, Dutch physicians, haying dis- 
covered that living animals were to be found in the seminal fluid, estab- 
lished the system of animalists, which was generally admitted until 
Lieubercuhn, of Berlin, found that what had been taken for animals 
was, in fact, but organic molecules, contained in the fluid emitted by 
woman in as large numbers as in that produced by man. The system 
of the ovists was then re-established, and has been maintained to this day, 
not without causing, however, many different opinions as to. the man- 
ner m which the ova are fecundated. All these opinions, sustained ati^ 
opposed by arguments that are more or less ingenious, without , ev/f r 
being convincing,. leave to those who seek information in the experienoe 
of others, but the sad alternative of making no choice, pr of adgptii^g 
the system that presents the least objections or difficulties. 

However, most physiologists think that fecundation cannot be ^ffefii^d 
without the contact of the seminal fluid of the male with the ov]um in 
the ovary. Others think that. contact is not necessary, and tliat fecw- 
datioo is the efieotof the sympathy :whiQb misto between ij^e oviM^fiiy 
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the uterus and vagina ; they give, as proofs of this opinion, instances of 
fecundation where the passage to the uterus was interrupted either by a 
hymen extremely difficuh to tear, or by some adhesion in the vagina. 
But may we not inquire whether these adhesions in the vagina could 
not be the result of a local inflammation that had taken place after fe- 
cundation ; and whether the hymen, after having been lacerated, could 
not have been re-united by adhesion by first intention ; and even whether 
the thickness and hardness of that organ, which is generally very thin 
and tender, are not proois that its texture was altered, first by a morbid, 
and then by a repairing action. Such an adhesion is certainly probable 
—nay, more, seems to be quite natural, especially when it is considered 
that the lacerated parts are soon after the laceration naturally put in 
contact, and even pressed against each other. As for myself 1 think that 
it is only by the communication of the sperm with the ovaries that fecun- 
dation can take place. What makes roe think so is the form and dis- 
position of the appendages of the uterus, and the successful means that 
are employed by some women who like to enjoy the venereal pleasures 
without exposing themselves to the disagreeable consequences of con- 
ception. But I shall have occasion to re-consider this part of my subject. 

Not satisfied with the theories generally received on many points re- 
lating to the subject of this dissertation, I have been led to dififerent 
views, which I shall try to explain. The rudiments or principles of 
whatever woman is destined to produce, consist of the small vesicles 
which were called ova, but which hereafter I shall designate by the 
name of vesicles, and the organs that secrete them I shall call vesicu- 
lar glands. I prefer these names to those of ova and ovaries, on ac- 
count of the want of analogy between the objects these are intended to 
represent and the ova and ovaries of non-mammalia animals, to which 
they were originally given, and to which they should exclusively be- 
long ; for, without entering into other details to show their misapplica- 
tion in the mammalia species, it will be quite sufficient to observe that 
the ovum, such as it exists in the ovaries of birds and reptiles, when it 
is fit for fecundation, is generally, as regards its form, of a size in pro- 
portion to that of the particular animal to which it belongs, and, accord- 
mg to this principle, that of a woman should be nearly as large as that 
of an ostrich. I therefore believe that the principle, amne vivum ex avo, 
is too general, and should be restricted to these, omne vivum mm mamma- 
Mum ex avoy and amne vivum mammosiwi ex venctda. 

There is a point about which most physiologists seem to be quite in- 
di&rent, and which appears to me to bs of greater importance than 
tnany others for which they have spent much time in researches and 
publbatioos. That point is, whether sexes are mixed in each ovary or 
vesicular gland, or whether each ovary or vesicular gland contains a 
particular sex. 1 know that the received opinion is, that sexes are 
mixed in each vesicular gland, and that the other opinion is generally 
considered as the ridiculous ofipring of fancy, without being supported 
by any moral, philosophical, or physical reason. However, if vesi- 
cles or ova are secreted by the vesicular glands, of which there is no 
doaht in my mind, it is evident that the one must secrete the male and 
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the other the female ; for do one will deny that man and woman are 
difiereot beings ; and if ihey are different beings, however sn)all the 
difference that characterizes them may be, they cannot proceed from 
the same principle. To sustain the contrary would be as absurd as to 
sustain that different effects could be produced by the same cause. 
Since the principle that produces the male is and must be different from 
that which produces the female, each requires a particular organ for its 
secretion, because it would be absurd to suppose that they could be se- 
creted by the same one ; as absurd as to suppose that in a state of health 
the liver can secrete other things than bile, the kidneys other things 
than urine, the lachrymal glands other things than tears, &c. Since the 
principles from which the two sexes are formed require difierent organs 
tor their secretion, it is natural to conclude that one of the vesicular 
glands is for the secretion of the male, and the other for the female. 
To destroy this argument, I think that it must be proved either that 
man and woman are anatomically or physically the same being, or that 
di&rent beings or effects can be produced by the same principle or 
cause, or that the same organ, in a state of health, can produce different 
secretions, which I dare say no rational mind will attempt to do. 

But in support of this opinion, many facts could be produced by post- 
mortem examinations of mothers who had children of either sex or 
both ; also the circumstance that there are many mothers that have given 
birth to several male children without a single female, and others to 
many females without a single male. Such instances certainly prove 
that it was the intention of nature that the sexes should. be separated in 
the vesicular glands ; for did they not prove that, they would prove at 
least that the mixture must have been practised by a very unskilful 
hand ; but nihil absurdius. 

[To be «oiiUiui6d.] 



FIBROUS 8TRUCTCRE OF THE RETINA. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — Having observed in your Journal that a copy of my trea- 
tise OD the eye could not be found in Boston, 1 respectfully forward one 
to your address. It contains several errors, which I shall endeavor to 
correct in another edition, which may perhaps soon appear. 

The fibres in the retina, which have been demonstrated to hundreds, 
are not imaginary, but may be easily exhibited by immersing the eye of 
a calf, for a few days, in alcohol, and separating them with a camel's- 
bair pencil, after the retina is exposed by cutting off the anterior portion 
of the eye. The demonstration may be facilitated by pouring into the 
cup thus formed a watery solution of corrosive sublimate. When an 
akobolie solution of corrosive sublimate and muriate of ammonia is 
used, the fibres become matted together, and the entire coat may be 
pulled off, exposing a layer of globules, which are kept in position by 
the coat of Jacob. By the same preparation we can also demonstrate 
that Jacob's coat is double, like the pleura. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



60 



Fibraus Structure of the Retina, 



The method by which the adjustment of the eye is efltected, may be 
demonstrated as clearly as any other truth in physiology. When the 
lens is a sphere, there is no change in its diameter by rotation ; but if it 
be fess or greater than a sphere, the comparative extent of the denser 
medium for the passage of light will be changed, if attempted to be ad- 
justed by traction at only one point. This may be illustrated by the 
following sketches. 





In order to bring the rays to a focus, lenses, greater or less than 
spheres, must be so adjusted that one margin will not be further removed 
than another from the former position. The instruments for efiecting 
this are the ciliary processes, which are attached to the extension of the 
capsule, forming the anterior wall of the canfil of Petit. At the roots 
of the processes there are muscular fibres, which, compressing the veins, 
will cause an elongation and draw forward the margin of the capsule, 
and the lens along with it ; while it will be drawn back by the elasticity 
of the membranes of the vitreous humor. When the outer layer of 
the choroid is dissected off the ciliary body, the muscu- 
lar fibres may be shown, though the dissection is some- 
what difficult to a person not in the habit of performing 
it. The collection at the upper portion of the eye is 
similunar in the ox, and of this shape, while the under 
portion is not so strong. The arteries going to the pro- 
cesses pass at the equator of the eye, and are so situated that they are 
not pressed on by the muscular fibres ; while the returning vems pass 
through them, in the sheep the ^^^^^^ 

muscular fibres are in the upper ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ 
portion, placed at right angles to -^\ c — > l|cr v ""^ %^ 
the processes, thus. "^^^^^"^ \^^^^<ai^^ 

A fact discovered by Dr. Tully, pian of Arteriet. 

of New Haven, Ct., throws considerable light on the physiology of the 
eye. He found that when an aged person is under the influence of nux 
vomica, he can do without his spectacles. On the other hand, it has 
been long known that the eye is adjusted only to distant objects during 
the action of belladonna. In the former case, the effect may be pro- 
duced by the increased action of the ciliary muscle, aird in the latter 
by its relaxation permitting the elasticity of the membranes of the vi- 
treous humor to have full play. The membranes 
forming the cells of the vitreous humor have a 
^ellated appearance, thus. 

At the under portion of the lens, in the striped 
bass, there is a triangular muscle supplied widi a distinct nerve of mo- 
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tkm, the shape of which is shown in the margin. One angle of the 
rauscle is attached to the crystalline lens, and the other to the mem- 
branes of the vitreous humor. It passes through a loop at 
the back of the iris, and when it acts, the lens may be drawn 
very near the cornea, while the retraction is effected by the 
elasticity of the membranes of the vitreous humor. The 
muscle has various shapes, with or without a loop, and is 
absent in all those aquatic animals which are furnished with ciliary 
processes ; as the shark and the porpoise, where the lens is less than a 
sphere (an oblate spheroid), and the cuttle fish, where it is greater (a 
prolate spheroid). 

tn my publisned papers I was at a loss to explain the retraction of 
the lens, till informed by Dr. Tully of the effect of strychnine, and the 
consequent reconsideration of the effect of belladonna. I acknowledge 
that in this respect I have committed several errors, and that my publi- 
cations were premature. 

You will find in Porterfield a statement that some have said there 
was an apparatus by which the eyes of fishes are adjusted, though he 
gives no credit to the assertion, and does not say in what it consists. In 
my original paper on the subject, I gave the following Quotation from 
Cuvier. ^< In a great number of fishes there is a falciiorm ligament, 
which passes through a slit in the retina and penetrates the vitreous hu*- 
mor." " It contains bloodvessels find nerves, and is attached to the 
capsule of the crystalline at its inferior surface, sometimes by a simple 
elevation or by a fold a little more opaque, at other times by means of a 
grain or tubercle, transparent and harder than the vitreous humor in 
which it is placed.'^ '^ Jurin has named it the ganglion of the crys- 
talline.^* 

In a late number of the London Magazine of Natural History, I 
think for March last. Professor Dalrymple; after giving an account of a 
similar body in the eye of a pike, says, " that the existence of this 
body is unknown in England, at least, may be inferred from the fact that 
the learned professor of comparative anatomy in the College of Sur- 
geons, Mr. Owen, and Mr. Yarrell, so well known by his beautiful work 
on the Icthyology of Great Britain, were unacquainted with the subject 
when I mentioned it to them." After having stated that his preparatioils 
were exhibited to some Americans attending the Ophthalmic Hospital, he 
remarks that a similar account had been published by me, but says, " I 
cannot help suspecting that Mr. Wallace is one of the Americans to 
whom the observations made by me were imparted at the OphthaXmic 
Hospital some years agoJ^ I have elsewhere remarked that I am nol 
an American, and that the individuals alluded to are of course free 
"from all suspicion of plagiarism ; but I published my account in 1834) 
the same year in which be published bis work <yn the eye, and said no^ 
thmg on the subject till 1838. 

To any person who will read the accounts of Porterfield and Knox;, 
my discoveries in the ciliary body will appear altogether different, and 
are cap^^ of ocular demonstration. Respectfully, your obt. ser^t. 
New t6¥kyFeh. 7, 1889. W. C. VfkS^cm. 
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HOOPING COUGH. 

[Communicated fbr the Boston Medical end Soiflcel Journal.) 

The opinion that hooping cough is essentially a spasmodic or nervous 
affection, which has been gaining ground for the last five years, is 
roundly controverted by Dr. Gallup in his Institutes of Medicine. We 
transcribe his views, as the practice under the two theories is so essen- 
tially different. Belladonna and carbonate of iron, with the nameless 
host of the remedies of the theorist of spasm, must be soon gathered to 
the tomb of buried specifics. Dr. Gallup says — " the apparent spasm 
is a part of the involuntary movements of the conservative power of the 
human economy, exerted to relieve the tissues of the intolerable inka- 
tioD. This false thesb of spasm has led to very disastrous results in the 
treatment of hooping cough. It has introduced into its service not only 
the most powerful of anti-spasmodics, but the most destructive of all nar- 
cotics. The pathological error was conceived in darkness, and the 
remedy brought forth in ignorance." He continues, " were the subject 
less important, we might be spared the pain of the above remarks. But 
in consequence of an erroneous principle, the young sufferers in this 
disease are liberally fed with Dover's powder, black drop, morphia, and 
the tribes of pedlars' cough drops. We are not content to speak through 
pages which may never reach the public eye, but wish for a lengthened 
trumpet that might tingle the ears of empirics and charlatans in every 
avenue of their retreat." The indications of treatment of course are 
the same as in other inflammatory affections. After satisfactory deple- 
tion, the doctor advises the old alkaline mixture, which had rather gone 
out of date, but which, we think, he has done well to revive, viz., carb. 
pot., Sij. ; cork, 9ij. ; aq. pur., Jx. ; sacch. alb., 3ij. M. Give 
freely. While pertussis is now epidemic, it appeared to me that the 
above extract would be useful. E. 



EXTENSIVE FRACTURE OF THE SKULL. 

[Co nma licated for the Boetan Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

A TEBT severe surgical operation was successfully performed by Dr. 
Robert Kelsey, of Avon, N. Y., on the 4th of November, 1S38, as- 
sisted by Dr. Charles Little and Dr. I. F. Whitbeck, of Avon, and Dr. 
Wm. Butler, of Lima. 

A man, by the name of. Taylor, received a severe contusion and frac- 
ture on the right side of the head, by the kick of a horse. The frac- 
ture and depression involved nearly all the squamous portion of the os 
temporis, extending into the anterior and inferior portion of the os fron- 
tis, immediately back of the superciliary ridge. The depressed por- 
tions of bone were elevated and removed, amounting in all to thirteen 
pieces. It was found, on raising the* bone, that the cork of the horse's 
shoe bad perfiurated the dura mater, and a small portion of the substance 
of the brain .passed out of the opening during the operation. Four 
Uoodvessels were tied during the operauon. A large surface of the 
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dura mater was exposed, of the shape of a triangle, being above two 
inches across the base, and nearly or quite three inches in length. Not- 
withstanding the danger attendant upon so extensive an operation, and 
very much enhanced by the perforation of the dura mater, the man has 
recovered so as to be able to attend to his ordinary occupation as hostler. 
Avon, N. r., Feb., 1839. 



INSTRUMENTAL LABOR. 

[Commanicated for the Boston Medical and Burcical JournnlJ 

July 2d, 1838, 1 was called to see Mrs. S., aged 32, with her first 
child. Between 6 and 7 o'clock, A. M., the child's head had passed 
the superior strait, but owing to a contraction of the inferior one it be- 
came wedged and made no farther progress from that time till 5 o'clock, 
P. M., making eleven hours. Pains had been extraordinarily severe 
and powerful all the while. The patient had become exhausted and 
was fast sinking. Council had been sent for, but did not arrive. Part 
of the ladies present strenuously opposed my using the instrument, be- 
cause they considered the death of the child certain, and that of the 
mother probable. In this dilemma, believing no time was to be lost, I 
was obUged to tell them there was no danger of the life of the child or 
mother either, unless the child was then dead, which I thought was the 
lact. They consented. 1 applied the forceps and delivered the child in 
a few moments ; and, to my astonishment, the child was alive, and is 
vet hearty and well. The woman had a quick getting-up. Query — 
IS the life of the child common in such cases? Yours, he. 

Adams Basin, N. Y., Jan., 1839. George C. Howard, M.D. 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON. MARCH 6, 18.39. 



ANATOMICAL CURIOSITY. 

Bt the polite attention of the Rev. Dr. Anderson, of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Service, we have been presented with a work on elementary 
anatomy, published in 1838, at the Sandwich Islands, by Dr. Judd, in the 
native language of the islands. It is embellished, as well as illus* 
trated, by nineteen copper-plate engravings — fac-similes of those in the 
Class-book of Anatomy* prepared by ourselves, from which they were 
copied. They were all executed by one or more of the native members 
of the seminary established at Lahainaluna, on the island of Maui. The 
title-page runs thus — *' Anatomia. He PcUapala la E Hoike At I Ke 
Ano O Ko Ke Kanaka Kino. Ua kakauia ma ka olelo Hawaii, i mea e 
ao ai na haumana o ke Kula Nui, ma Lahainaluna. Gahit : mea Paipa- 
lapala A na missionari, 1838." We take it for granted that Kanaka Kmo 
is the author's name, Sandwiched. 
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LONGEVITY. 

We are somewhat puzzled to understand a very excellent and valued 
correspondent, touching the cause of the death of the late Dr. Holyoke, of 
Salem. Although he had arrived at the great age of one hundred and one 
years^ and sat at a public table by invitation of his brother physicians oa 
his one hundredth birth-day, it is now gravely asserted that he did not 
die of old age. It was ascertained that it was a cancer of the stomach 
which hastened the melancholy exit of the patriarch of physic in New 
England. But our friend would fain have us believe that the use of ar- 
dent spirits produced the disease. How old must a man be to die, actually, 
of old age ? We were personally acquainted with the late Donald Mc 
Donald, of quarrelsome memory, who was sent to the House of Correc- 
tion, by the Police Court, for a street brawl, when about one hundred and 
Sve years old. At the age of one hundred and eight he enjoyed excel- 
lent health, notwithstanding an immoderate use. of tobacco, and a prone- 
ness to get absolutely drunk whenever he had an opportunity. The 
father of Donald lived to be one hundred and thirty-seven, in Scotland, 
and no one knows when he would have died, had he not been accidentally 
killed. With respect to Dr. Holyoke, we are wholly unprepared for dis- 
cussing the subject in relation to the cause of his death, having no mate- 
rials for constructing an argument, pro or con, in the matter. The gentle- 
man who has requested an answer to the question — " Do you suspect that 
moderate drinking shortened his days ?" is respectfully referred to the facul- 
ty of the good city of Salem, his personal friends and neighbors. Since the 
business has assumed the aspect of a grave subject, it would be very well 
to have it satisfactorily disposed of by those who are competent to decide. 
As our friend. Dr. Peirson, seems to have created the excitement, nothing 
would oblige an inquirer more than an explanatory paper from that source. 



Dental Quackery, — The trumpet-blowing circular of a fellow by the 
name of Caldwell, belonging to the whole Commonwealth of Virginia, 
has been sent from Philadelphia, where he appears to be sojourning, to a 
gentleman of official standing in this community, which somehow got en- 
trance to our post-office box. He has the impudence to write thus: "Ee- 
spected Sir, — A citizen of your city, Boston, informs me that the physi- 
cians of the city, in their Society, have resolved to investigate the exist- 
ence of a ligament supporting the teeth. Please from me to say to them 
{the physicians of Boston)^ if they will advertise me of their wishes to hear 
a lecture, and will name a house that will hold 1000 persons, and permit 
them to attend without expense, I will go and deliver one explaining the 
great cause of the disease of the teeth, by which they are injured and 
lost ; suggest remedies to arrest the effect of the causes that destroy them ; 
to preserve, &c. Or if too much decayed, how they may most easily and 
safely be extracted, and explain the difficulties of this operation. If a 
wide difference from the opinions heretofore entertained by anatomists 
will furnish a foundation for speculations upon my mode of operating, I 
will give it in my lectures. And to confirm or demonstrate the correct- 
ness of my system, and prove its advantages over all others, the most diffi- 
cult cases to extract may be presented to me when there (before the aur 
dience), I could not delay in your city more than a day." 

Fine fun that, to jerk out teeth before a thousand persons ! When 
the faculty of Boston require instruction from such high authority, Dr. 
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GtMwell will be sent for. Those gentlemen of Philadelphia, to i?diom 
reference is made— viz., Professors Gibson and Patterson, and Commodore 
Biddie — ^had better lose a tooth a-piece than have their names disgraced 
in the manner they now are on the advertisements of this travelling quack. 



Homeopathic Oration, — There seems to be something in Dr. Chan- 
Diog's discourse before the physicians of New York, a while since, that 
does not satisfy all who heard him. The Examiner says, " the members 
have thanked him for what they themselves spoke of as a betrayal of 
their interests." Now if the orator was invited to deliver an oration, 
surely those who selected him are bound by the laws of courtesy to treat 
him civilly, even if they happen to dislike the subject. Perhaps the op- 
portunity was a good one for suddenly creating a personal notoriety, which 
promised future advantages too clearly perceived to be neglected. If this 
was really the fact, the doctor could not have been placed in more fortu- 
nate circumstances for a debut, backed up by the whole profession of the 
city — which was saying to the people, this is a picked man, there is not 
another in New York whom we more delight to honor. He will never lack 
practice while the welkin rings with his name. Persecution from such a 
quarter will beget a public sympathy that is invariably expressed in dollars 
and cents. 

Albany Medical College. — This new and flourishing institution has at 
length received its incorporation, says the Albany Argus, the bill having 
passed both houses with extraordinary unanimity, there being but one 
negative vote in the Assembly, and but two in the Senate. We under- 
stand that the amendments made to the bill as originally reported, are en- 
tirely satisfactory to the trustees and faculty, who accept the charter, and 
will immediately organize under it. And as the college has been in ses- 
sion, with a class of over fif^y students in daily attendance upon the lec- 
tures, and as all the rights of other incorporated colleges, including that 
of conferring degrees which shall be a license to practise physic and sur- 
gery in the State, are now vested, by law, in the trustees and faculty, the 
Alhany Medical College is fairly in the field of competition. From the 
popularity the school has thus early acquired, by the zeal and enterprise 
of the trustees, and the professional ability of the faculty, there can be no- 
reasonable doubt of its success. 

A meeting of the trustees was held at the college on the 19th ult., for 
the purpose of re-organizing under the act of incorporation granted by the 
Legislature; at which the Hon. Jared L. Rath bone, .Mayor of the cityy> 
was elected President of the Board of Trustees, and John Davis, Secretary. 

The Board then proceeded to the appointment of professors, and the- 
following gentlemen were unanimously elected. Alden March, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Surgery ; Ebenezer Emmons, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and 
Natural History ; James H. Armsby, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and 
Physiology; David M. Reese, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine ; Henry Greene, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases 
of Women and Children ; David M. McLaughlan, M.D., Professor of 
Materia Medica and Pharmacy ; Amos Dean, Esq., Professor of Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

TreatTnent of Scarlatina. — Readers are referred to the first article for 
a sensible dissertation on the value of seasonable emetics in scarlet fevei^. 
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by Dr. Gross, of Lexington, Ky. Since, as a general rule, the modem 
treatment of this disease is unsuccessful in New England, these remarks^ 
from good authority, cannot be otherwise than interesting* 



Relief rf Constipation in Insane Persons, — Mr. Geo. Bodington, Sur* 

£3on,of Warwickshire, England, relates several interesting cases in the 
ancet, in which he was successful iu removing that torpidity and obstinate 
costiveness of the bowels which are so common to many lunatics, and which 
sometimes occur in other cases. The following mixture was given to a fe- 
male maniac whose bowels had not operated for years without strong pur- 
gatives, and who was also afflicted with prolapsus ani : Gomp. infusion of 
roses, 3vj. ; comp. tinct. of cardamoms, 3ij. ; sulphate of magnesia, Jij* 
To take a wine-glassful every second hour till an evacuation was procured. 
The bowels were relaxed in a few hours, and there was no displacement 
of the rectum. She afterwards occasionally took a dose of this mixture 
before breakfast, which never failed to operate, and now, two years after 
beginning to use it, her bowels act with regularity, and her health has im- 
proved. In another case, a tumbler nearly full of a mixture of compound 
infusion of roses, holding in solution about an ounce and a half of sul- 
phate of magnesia, was commenced with, and was exceedingly beneficial. 
It was continued for a few weeks, at the end of which time the patient's 
bowels were perfectly regulated, which seemed to lay the foundation for 
his complete restoration to mental and bodily health. — Have any of our 
readers known colchicum to cause, during its use, obstinate costiveness ? 



Dr, Elliotson and Animal Magnetism. — Reference has at different times 
been made in this Journal to the experiments in animal magnetism on a fe- 
male by the name of Okey, by Dr. Elliotson, the lecturer on medicine at the 
University Gollege, and senior physician to the North London Hospital. 
Many of these experiments were repeated at this institution in a public man- 
ner, against the wishes of the medical committee of the hospital. This com- 
mittee recently became so strongly convinced that these exhibitions were 
foreign to the objects of the hospital, that they took steps for the immediate 
discharge of Okey, and the prevention of the further practice of mesmerism 
in the wards. On being informed of these proceedings. Dr. Elliotson imme- 
diately sent in his resignation. It appears that Dr. E. has not been in the 
habit of introducing the subject of mesmerism into his public instructions 
to the students, a majority of whom have publicly expressed their re^et 
at his withdrawal from the station which he has occupied with so much 
honor to himself and profit to them. He certainly seems to be an enthu- 
siast, however, in this matter, as he still not only expresses his full con- 
viction of the reality of mesmerism, but his belief that the liffht which his 
experiments will throw over the operations of nature, will equal, if not 
exceed, that elicited by all other discoveries. It is also said that he has 
been in the habit of making use of the prophecies of the girl Okey, ta 
assist in the prognosis of cases in the hospital. — Dr. Copland has been 
appointed to finish the course of lectures on medicine which were com- 
menced by Dr. Elliotson in the college, and Dr. Carswell physician to the 
hospital. 

Prize relative to Vaccination, — Amongst the notices of the prizes pro- 
posed by the Academy of Sciences for the encouragement of medicine. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Medical MUcettany. 67 

we find one announcing that a prize of 10,000 francs (£400) will be 
awarded in the year 1842, to the best memoir on the following questions : 

Is the preservative power of the vaccine virus permanent, or is it only 
temporary ? 

Id the latter case determine, by precise experiments and by authentic 
fieicts, the time during which its preservative power continues. 

Has the matter of cow-pock, taken from tne cow, greater efficacy than 
the vaccine virus which has been transmitted through several individuals? 

Supposing it to be proved that the efficacy of the vaccine virus is di- 
minished by transmission, should it be renewed, and by what means ? 

What is the relation between the intensity of the local phenomena, and 
the preservative power of the vaccine virus ? 

Is re-vaccination necessary, and if so, point out at what period it should 
be practised ? — London Lancet. 



Medical Miscellany, — Dr. Jennings has been made Secretary of State 
in Mississippi. — Hardage Lane, M.D., was elected President of the Medi- 
cal Society of Missouri, February 1st, and Franklin Knox, M.D., Cor- 
responding Secretary. — Dr. Flint's address before the students of the 
Louisville Medical Institute, November 13th, is published in a pamphlet 
of 31 octavo pages, compact type. — Dr. John Burdell, an eminent dentist 
of New York, uses a decoction of hyson tea — one pound boiled down from 
a quart to half a pint — to allay the sensibility of the nerves of diseased 
teeth. Four drops killed a rabbit. When the same quantity was boiled 
down to a gill, four drops killed a young cat. — Mr. Combe, the phrenolo- 
gist, is at Washington. — The Legislature of New York has refused a 
grant of money to the College of Physicians and Surgeons in Crosby 
street ; the number of pay-students, says the Medical Examiner, this year, 
is only fifty. — Williams, the notorious quack and foreign eye mender, 
is reduced to the lowest level. Where are his Boston fee^friends ? — The 
7th annual report of the New England Institution for the Education of 
the Blind has been given to the public, which is as interesting and satis- 
factory as any preceding one. — One hundred and fifly-one students are 
attending lectures at the Medical College of the State of South Carolina 
— an excellent, thriving institution, prudently but energetically managed 
by an industrious, scientiiic, and talented faculty. — Dr. J. B. Brown ope- 
rated again last week, for clubbed feet, on a young child. Although 
badly distorted, as soon as the division of the tendo-Achillis was made, 
the foot was quite easily brought into shape — Dr. Gallup's new work 
meets with friends where they were least expected. — A copy of a new work 
from Dublin, from the author, is hereby acknowledged — to be examined 
soon. — Dr. Howe's apparatus have been inspected by a competent judge, 
who pronounces the tourniquet to be a very valuable improvement. — 
Several important surgical operations have recently been performed in the 
neighborhood of Boston. — The lectures in the Medical Department of 
Bowdoin College, Maine, have commenced, and are, as usual, well at- 
tended. — Surgeons are in demand for the Eastern forces now congregating 
on the confines of the disputed territory. The chance is excellent for 
young surgeons to learn the elements of military surgery. 

Whole aamber of deathf in Boiton fin- the weeh ending March 8, 84. Males, 17— Ibmalea, 17. 

Of eonsamption, 5— old age, 8— Uvea, l--icroAila, 1— acarlet fever, S— dropsy on the brain, 5-*laBg 
Ihrer, 8— cyphona fever, l—dyspepsia, 1— dropsy, 1— apoplexy, 1— convulaiona, 1— maraamai, 1— > 
eaanalty, 1— croup, 1— burn, 1— dropsy In the chest, l-^nsanlty, 1— eiillbom, 8. 
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SITUATION. 
A yoowo pHTsiciAif, in a town about 18 miles from Worcester, witliea to sell from twb^to three hn»> 
dred dollars worth of personal property, consisting or a horse, gig, medicine, &c } and emigrate. 
Town contains about 2000 inhabitants—two religious societies, and good schools through the year. A 
letter to the editor of the Journal, poet-paid, will direct to the town and physician, of whom the con- 
ditions and any particulars may be obtained. M 6 — 4teop. 

VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Thc annual course of Lectures, at this institution, will commence on the second Thursday of Bftarek 
next, and continue thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by - • H. H. Ghildb, M.D. 

General and Special Anatomy and Physiology, by - - • RoBsaT Watts, Jb.,* M.D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by - - - r • • Gilman Kimball, M.D. 

Chemistry and Materia Medica, by David Palmer, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by Nobmam Williams, A.K. 

Fees for the course>-t50. Graduation— #18. For those who have attended two courses, but do 
not graduate — $10. All the above expenses to be paid in advance, or secured by note, with a satisflic^ 
tory endorser, to David Pelrce, Esq., Treasurer of the Institution. Board may always be obtained 1b 
the village on reasonable terms. By order of the Board of Trustees, N. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

fToodttock, yt., Feb. 5, 1839. Feb. 20-^dt 

PKIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. " 

Thb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which cob- 
atautly presauts a large number of important cases, and wliere opportunities will be afforded for ac- 
quiring a pniclical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be furnished 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the 
pupils, particularly to (hose In the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acqutriag a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Insttuction by estaMl- 
nalions or lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval be- 
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be furnished 
to the students at the expense of the inftrueters. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHAl«lNiNG, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31--eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Ja. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

ACBOICAL ALMANAC and Pocket and Memorandum Book for 1839, for sale at the Medical Joarnal 
office. Piice 75 cts. On account of the binding, copies cannot be sent by mail. 

AI«o, fur sale, a few copies of Dr. Tuckerman's Letter to Or. Warren, on the climate of Saata 
Cruz. Price 12 IS cts. Dec. 19. 

SCHOOL FOR MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb Subscribers propose establishing a private Medical School, to go into operation the firat of Sep- 
tember next. The advantages of the Massachusetts General Hospital and other public Institutions 
will be secured to the pupils j and every aitalnable facility will be afforded for anatomical pursuits. 

Regular oral instructions and examinations in all the branches of the profession, will form a part 
of the plan intended to be pursued. 

On the Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica, by - - - Da. Broavo^* 
On Anatomy and Surgery, by .-..-.•. Da. Retkolds. 
On Midwifery and Chemistry, by------* Da. SToaBB. 

On Phystology and Pathology, by ------- - Da. Holmbi. 

Dissections will be carried on throughout the yeu^aiiia eottHapf Lectures on Practical Anatofloy 
and Surgery will be given In the interval betweentfie Uedieal flicttiree of Harvard University. 

A room will be provided In a central part of the city, with all the conveniences required by ata- > 
denu. -^lACOB BIGELOW, 

EDWARD REYNOLDS, 
Boston, August 17, 1838. D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 

Aug 39-~ep3m OLIVER W. HOLMES. 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 

FOR THE TREATUKNT OF BPIffAL DISTORTIONS, ChUtf tSET, ETC. 
At 65 Belkn^ Street^ Boston. Patients fVom a distance can be accommodated with board In the im- 
mediate nelchborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Burgeon. 

Wo the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown's plan of an infirmary for the treatment of Spinal 
Affections, Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by oMr advice 
whenever called upon. 

John C. Warren, George Hayward, Edward Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John Jef* 
fVies, John Homans. M. s. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Shaltuck, J. BIgelow, En^cfa Hale, W. 
Strong, Oeorse Parkman, D. Hamphreys Storer, George W. Otis, Jr., WInsiow Lewie, Jr., J. B. 
Lane, Edw. Warren. Geo. B. Doane, John Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint. 

Boston, Augnst 1, 1838. .^ tf. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is publhihed every Wednesday, by 
D. CLA.PP, JR.} at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must hm 
addressed, post paid. It is also published In Monthly Paru, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price #3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or #4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a year, in 
edvanoe. Orders flrom a distance must be accomjpanied by payment in advance or satis&ctQry reur- 
eaee. Pontage the same as fbr a newspaper. 
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LETTER FROM DR. HARLAN. 

To the Editors of the Philadelphia Medical EzamiTier, 

London, January 15th, 1839. — Since our last we have passed much 
of our time in the Royal College and British Museum — two exhaustless- 
resources of amusement and instruction ; and, in connection with the 
practice and museums of the various hospitals and medical schools of 
this boundless metropolis, constitute a most valuable resort for the stu- 
dent or physician who has already finished a practical course of stu- 
dies in the less expensive institutions of Paris. Agreeably to the ap- 
pointment alluded to in our last, we waited on Sir Astley Cooper, to 
witness his interesting operation on the rabbit, in which, and in other 
small animals, he induces death in a very short space of time, by the 
simultaneous pressure on the carotid and vertebral arteries of both sides 
—and, as he avers, absolutely without pain to the animal. He caused 
me to repeat the experiment before him, in order to assure himself that 
we adequately comprehended the modus operandi. 

We then took our leaves, with the letters of introduction, which he 
had so obligingly offered us, to MM. Roux, Velpeau, Lisfranc, and 
Fisher, of raris. 

During our visit to the Royal College of Surgeons this morning, Mr. 
Owen offered us a microscopical view of the new species of Entozoon, 
discovered by him in 1835 ; it exists, in incalculable numbers, in some 
men, women and children, both in healthy and in diseased bodies — the 
muscles appear to be studded over with white dots, as if disseminated 
with calcareous depositions — and those most commonly affected are the 
great pectoral, latissimus dorsi, abdomiles, &c. ; no muscles, however, 
being exempt. The worms have also been detected in Prussia, but 
Dot as yet in Paris. As Mr. Owen has already well described this 
parasite, under the name of " Trichina spiralis,^^ in the Encyclopoedia 
of Anatomy and Physiology of Tod and others, I have only to add, that 
Mr. Owen kindly presented me with specimens, requesting me to ascer- 
tain if the same exist in Americans. 

We have been exceedingly interested in attending the meetings of 
the various learned societies in London ; in fact, every evening in the 
week might be thus advantageously spent. The Royal Society, the 
Linnasan, and Geological, meet once a fortnight, all on different nights, 
and a club dinner \s given by each immediately precedbg the meeting. 
5 
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We have fbuod the fare excellent on these occasions, where good com-^ 
pany, good wine, and good onler prevail. We had a very interesling 
discussion at the Geological Society, based on a memoir which I read 
on tlie fossil remains of the immense esctinct animal from Alabamar 
which I had described under the name of BasHosaurus — the question 
to be determined being, whether or not thb fossil belonged really to the 
Saurian or Mammiferous order. The strongest argument of its mammife-^ 
rous nature, was derived from certain analogies which Mr. Owen dis- 
covered in his microscopical e?caminations of sections of the teeth of 
th'is fossil, and those of the Dugoney. For the detailed account of thb 
discussion, I must refer you to the notice published in the Athenaeuno a 
few days subsequently, and to the forthcoming volume of the Transac- 
tions of tlie London Geological Society. 

London is at present enlightened by hundreds of lecturers on all sub- 
jects. We listened to a very interesting clinical discourse to-day, by 
Sir Benjamin Brodie, at St. George's Hospital, on certain diseases of 
the bones. 

Drs. Hall and Grainger are deKvering admirable lectures on the ner- 
vous system, ably illustrated by comparative anatomy ; and Dr. Grant's 
discourses on comparative anatomy would in themselves compensate for 
a voyage across the Atlantic. We are to attend the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society's meeting on Wednesday, and to hear Professor Faraday 
lecture at the Royal Institution, on Friday evening next. On Sunday 
last, we again had the honor to meet, at Mr. W. Lawrence's hospitable' 
board, a very agreeable society of ladies and gendemen. 

Among the Kberal dispensers of hospitality to scientific foreigners,, 
and more particularly to their " transatlantic brethren " — for this is the 
designation which, by common consent, is hereafter to be applied to 
our compatriots — none surpass our enlightened friend, Mr. Lawrence ;. 
the high encomium besto^ved by this admirable writer on American in- 
stitutions and our men of science, in his celebrated work, " The Physio- 
logy and Natural History of Man," together with the friendly disposition 
he has ever been so ready to show to membei-s of our profession visiting 
London, has long rendered his name particularly popular with as. I 
am aware that his unsurpassed professional fame, either as a writer, lec- 
turer, or practitioner of surgery, can receive no addition from any en- 
comiums in my power to express; but in thus casually alluding to the 
subject at all, i could not say less of one, to whose liberal hospitality 
myself and numerous friends have so often and so extensively been in- 
debted. His merits, indeed, could be only adequately expressed, by 
stating that they are equalled by the brilliant success which has finally 
crowned his intellectual and professional exertions. I presume that bis 
income is surpassed by very few of his European competitors. The 
trustees of the Royal College of Surgeons have displayed their discrimi- 
nation, and, at the same time, conferred a well-merited compliment on 
Mr. Lawrence, in choosing him as the principal director of that magnifi- 
cent and unrivalled anatomical and physiological cabinet, which has^ 
grown out of Hunter's museum, a colossal monument of British taste- 
ftnd of British munificence, contemplated with sentiments of pride and 
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tielight by every tme votary of science, and which is admirably calculated 
to perpetuate the fame and liand down the name of its illustrious founder 
and enlightened directors to the latest posterity. 

I have been examining, with great interest, at the College of Sur- 
geons, a descriptive catalogue of the museum, .preparing by Messrs. 
Clift and Owen ; several volumes in quarto have already been published ; 
they are illustrated with numerous plates, and would form a most valua- 
ble acquisition to our public libraries and scienti6c institutions. 1 hope 
you will recommend the purchase of a copy for the library of the Phila- 
delphia Hospital. I presume there could be no difficulty in the Ameri- 
ican Philosophical Society and Academy of Natural Sciences of Phila- 
delphia making an exchange, pro rata, for this invaluable contribution to 
physiology and anatomy. 

In going the rounds, with Mr. Mayo, at the Middlesex Hospital, he 
showed us some cases of considerable interest ; among them, cases of 
" Acute Anchylosis " of the knee-joint, distinguishable at first from com- 
mon cases ending in anchylosis, in the inflammation and pain being unat- 
tended with swelling of the joint, and the disorganization and stifiness 
being completed in two or three months. Sir Benjamin Brodie has also 
noticed the same variety of disease, and I think both these surgeons 
have published their experience in the recent number of the Medico- 
Chirurgical Transactions. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Sir Benjamin Brodie, and twelve other 
eminent members of the profession, including Carswell, Grant, Sharpey, 
be, at the house of Professor B. Phillips — gentlemen whose scientific 
acquirements are far from being limited to their own immediate profes- 
sions. Sir B. B. considers it easy to distinguish scrofulous from syphi- 
litic caries of the bones ab origine, by the latter affection being always 
preceded by evident symptoms of pain and inflammation ; whilst the 
first indication of strumous caries, is a small, hard, indolent, osseous tu- 
mor in diflferent parts of the frame, notably in the metatarsal and meta- 
carpal bones ; and even at this early period of the disease, it is already 
too late for the successful operation of any remedies ; no means can 
prevent, sooner or later, sup])uration of the neighboring soft parts, and 
subsequent caries, which is not superficial, either, but is seated deep in 
the bone ; hence, Mr. B. says, the disease must have originated in the 
medullary portion. 

Saturday, January I9tk. — ^Last evening we were delighted with Mr. 
Faraday's discourse, at the Royal Institution, on the phvsiology of the 
torpedo, gymnotics and silucus, as connected with electricity. He has 
recently been occupied in experimenting on a torpedo now living at the 
Gallery of Practical Science, Adelaide street. . Mr. F. is a superiatively 
neat manipulator, and eloquent lecturer ; he riveted the attention of a 
numerous and intellectual audience, including many distinguished foreign- 
ers, both of the scientific and diplomatic corps. We strike our tent and 
embark for Havre to-morrow. I hope soon to communicate with you 
fiom Paris. Respectfully, yours, etc. R. Harlan. 

[In a letter written previously, but not received till after the fere* 
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gobg, Dr. H. alludes to some interesting investigations by Mr. Owei> 
into the structure of the teeth.] 

December Slst. — In company with Mr. Van Buren, we visited, by 
invitation, Mr. Richard Owen, curator of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, at 6^ P. M., for the purpose of examining, with the microscope, 
numerous specimens of the teeth of various animals, recent and fossil, 
prepared by Mr. O. with the view of illustrating the intimate structure 
of these organs, in a memoir which he is now preparing for the Philo- 
sophical Transactions, London. 

According to Mr. O.'s investigations, the human tooth consists of 
enamel, ivory, and the ^^pars petrosa^^^ or cement ; or, of a central 
pillar of ivory, covered by enamel on the crown and body, and with 
cement around the root and cervix. Tlie stmcture of the ivory is es- 
sentially tubular, consisting of animal cylinders or tubes proceeding from 
the central cavity transversely to the axis of the tooth, to the sides, and 
perpendicularly to the crown, so as to oppose their distal extremities to 
the points of greatest pressure : these tubes he names ^' calcigerous," 
as they are found to contain the earthy part of the tooth ; ibey are oc- 
casionally observed to extend beyond the line of juncture of the ivory 
with the enamel, as if foe the purpose of increasing the attachment be- 
tween the two surfaces, but are generally received, and are lost in the 
body of the ivory ; each of these tubes is separated from its neighbor 
by a space greater than its own diameter, which space is filled by lateral 
tubes of a similar nature, and terminating in cells. The tubular struc- 
ture of this ivory, Mr. O. is well aware, was not only kpown, but ade- 
quately illustrated, by Lewenhoeck. These calcigerous tubes do not 
run in a straight line, but their general tendency is a curvature upwards, 
and. In addition to which, each line or tube is distinctly waved in itself. 
These facts Mr. O. lucidly illustrated in numerous prepared specimens 
irom the teeth of the human subject, those of the shark, both fossil and 
recent, the horse, the fossil icthyosaurus, iguanodan, the elephant, the 
megatherium, dinotherium, several fishes fossil and recent, and others 
equally instructive. 

Mr. O. further illustrated his subject, by referring to the pathology of 
these organs; he had examined numerous decayed teeth, in every in- 
stance of which the caries had commenced in the space or position be^ 
neath the enamel, between it and the ivory, and had extended itself to- 
wanls the central cavity in the direction of the calcigerous tubes, a phe- 
nomenon by no means explicable by the usually received notions of the 
laminated structure of the teeth. The original cause of decay in these 
cases, Mr. O. refers to the generation of an acid, or, at lea^t, of a fluid 
which soon becomes acid, between the enamel and the ivory. 

Mr. O. next proceeded to illustrate the structure of enamel, by means 
of the same excellent microscope of Pritchard ; this striated structure 
is of a crystalline texture, the striae consisting of hexahedral prisms, al- 
ways arranged at right angles with the superfices, a disposition which 
offers the greatest resistance to friction ; these striae dififer in color and 
density from the ivory. 

Tbe '^ par3 petrosa," or cement, is al.way8 tulM^ i° structure, ap- 
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pearing under the microscope as lines interspersed with minute black 
dots, or corpuscles ; these tubes he denominates " medulKferous" inas- 
much &s they carry marrow ; and in most other respects, this cement 
resembles ordinary bone in structure and composition. Another impor- 
tant discovery due to the researches of Mr. O., is the peculiar structure 
of the teeth of the megatherium ; these were formerly described by 
Cuvier as pillars of bone surrounded and traversed by enamel. Mr. O. 
demonstrates that portion of these teeth usually considered as enamel, 
to consist of a finer and denser kind of ivory ; the body of these teeth 
consists, therefore, of common ivory, traversed by transverse ridges of 
denser ivory, and surrounded by cement, or pars petrosa. In all cases 
these interesting and novel facts were abundantly illustrated by numerous 
objects, both of human and comparative anatomy, and bore ample testi- 
mony to the acumen and laborious research of the experimenter, and of 
the important results to physiology to be derived from investigations of 
comparative anatomy, and which reflect on our neglect at home of this 
indispensable department of experimental philosophy. You will find a 
notice of these admirable investigations of Mr. Owen, in the account of 
the last meeting of the " British Association " at Newcastle, published 
in the London Athensum, which will be completed '^ in extenso '^ in 
the forthcoming volumes of the " Transactions of the Royal Society." 
The ^^ Memoirs " will appear in Decades, and be beautifully illustrated. 
We were further impressed by a most curious fact connected with 
these interesting microscopic investigations of Mr. O., viz., that the 
different species of animals were shown to be recognizable by specific 
arrangements of their dental structure ! 



DR. BUGAROS TREATISE ON GENERATION. 

[Continued from page 50.] 

Bbfors considering, in detail, the different changes that take place at 
the moment of fecundation and during pregnancy, both in , the uterus 
and in the other organs which perform some funqtion in the act of gene- 
ntion, I shall endeavor to describe the result of that act, considered 
at the time of labor. 

The abdomen then presents a large tumor, neariy round, the circumfe- 
rence of which reaches the epigastrium and the pubis ; the opening of the 
vulva, the lips of which are very much thickened, is much longer than 
before fecundation. The mammae are swollen and filled with milk* 
The uterus contains the foetus ; the liquor amnii, in which the icetus is 
suspended by the umbilical cord ; the amnion, which contains the liquor 
amnii and the foetus ; the decidua propria and reflexa ; and the pla^- 
centa, which generally adheres to the bottom of the uterus, and which 
IS connected with the embryo or foetus by the umbilical cord. 

The placenta is divided into two pans ; the maternal, or that which 
is in contact with the uterus, and the foetal, or that which is on the* 
side of the foetus, and into which the umbilical cord is implanted. The' 
fivisbn of these two parts 15 perfect, as it ki impoariblei without lacera^ 
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tioD, to force from the one to the other, the 6nest or most penetrating 
injection. The function of this organ seems to be to prepare the neces- 
sary fluids for the nutrition and growth of the foetus. 

The liquor amnii seems to serve only to protect the foetus against the 
immediate pressure of the neighboring organs. 

The decidua propria and reflexa seem to be destined, as preg- 
nancy advances, to assist the amnion to hold its contents till the time 
of labor. 

Such are the objects produced during pregnancy. When and how 
their growth commences and takes place, are the subjects of the following 
observations. 

Fecundation, as I have already observed, is produced by the contact 
of the sperm with the vesicle which is to be fecundated. But the nar- 
row and crooked passage through which that fluid has to pass to reach 
the vesicular glands, has appeared so great a difficulty that many phy- 
siologists have thought the passage was impossible. But to me it appears 
to be as easy as it is natural, if the following theory be true in all its par- 
ticulars* During the act of coition the seminal fluid is emitted and deposit- 
ed in the vagina. At the same instant, or soon after, the orgasm of the 
sexual parts of the female takes place. 1 fancy that orgasm consists in 
several successive dilatations and contractions of the uterus, which produce 
the effect of a pump ; that is, when that organ dilates, it sucks in the sper- 
matic fluid deposited in the vagina and forces it into one of the Fallopian 
lubes, or both, when it contracts ; the contraction commencing at the 
mouth, and being gradually but quickly exerted towards the fundus. 
By the effect of that same orgasm, the Fallopian tube surroiinds, with 
its fringy extremity, the vesicular gland, presses it as a hand would do, 
detaches thus from it the fecundated vesicle, which, by a gradual pres- 
sure, it pushes through its length, with the sperm that it contains, until it 
reaches the interior of the uterus. 

This theory explains the possibility of fecundation without introducing 
the penis into the vagina, provided the spermatic fluid can penetrate into 
that passage, and its communication with the uterus and the vesicular 
glands be not perfectly intercepted. The principle upon which it is 
established, is that which is recognized by philosophers, and thus ex- 
pressed, natura horret vacuum. 

But bo^ and when does the development of what constitutes the 
contents of the uterus at the time of labor, commence ? To explain 
this more intelligibly, it is necessary to examine the composition of the 
vesicle before fecundation. 

If it be true that any germ or seed contains the principle of that 
which it is to produce, together with the necessary apparatus for its 
development and growth, and this no one will deny ; and if the vesicle 
is submitted to that universal and recognized law of nature, and why 
should it not be ? I have no doubjt that if the eye of the observer were 
sufficiently penetrating, he would find within its membrane the rudiments 
of the foetal part of the placenta, the umbilical cord, the embryo, with at 
least the heart, together with arteries and veins containing the principle 
of the blood, nerves and aqua amnii ; the rudiments of the placqnti^ being 
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^ODStitoted by the capillary extremities of the arteries and veins of the 
umbilical cord, and perhaps of some nerves, and placed at the point by 
which the vesicle, before being fecundated, is attached to the \esicular 
gland ; the umbilical cord being the prolongation of the rudiments of 
the placenta, and reaching to the heart of the embryo, which I consider 
as the fundamental part, as the organ which, through tlie blood, provides 
for the formation, nutrition and growth of all the other parts. But it 
may be asked, since the vesicle contains all that is required fur the for- 
tnation of the foetus, why is fecundation necessary ? It is to impart to 
it a principle which it has not before that operation, the principle of a life 
which is to become independent. Mysterious principle ! as difficult to 
understand as the source from which it springs. Tliat principle is a 
spiritual principle, which escapes our senses, but its presence is easily 
recognized, since it may be asserted that it consists in that condition the 
absence of which constitutes death, and the presence of which consti- 
tutes life ; which condition is no other than t\ie motion executed by the 
circulation of the sap in the vegetable kingdom, and of the blood in the 
animal. So that the vesicle may be considered as containing all the ma- 
terial principles of man or woman, requiring only for their development 
to be put in motion, wanting only the presence of that spiritual principle 
of life which is imparted by man. Thus the vesicle may be compared 
to a complete piece of machinery whose parts are perfectly made and 
set together, and which remains in repose until some power puts it in 
action. 

From tfiis f conclude that the great work of gestation or pregnancy, 
or, in other words, the development of the contents of the vesicle, com- 
mences at the very moment of fecundation, when motion or circulation 
is established. 

Of Pregnane}/. — ^The time that the fecundated vesicle takes in pass- 
iog through the Fallopian tube is not exactly ascertained. However, 
fiom a case related in Dr. DungHson's Treatise on Physiology, 2d vol., 
page 327, it appeara that about seven days are necessary. When the 
shortness of the distance it has to travel is considered, one is tempted to 
wonder why it does not arrive sooner at its destination. But as nature 
is never without an object, even in her most trifling operations, the as- 
tonishment ceases when, after having followed her to discover the secret, 
it is found in this case that it was necessary to make in the uterus prepa- 
rations for the reception of the important being to which it is to become 
a home ; and it is during the time of that passage that a membrane, the 
decidua, is formed in that organ, and lines every part of it. The func- 
tions of that membrane seem to be, 1st, to present an obstacle to the 
Tesicle that it may not fall on the mouth or neck of the uterus ; 2d, to 
direct it towards the centre of that organ ; 3d, to serve as a soft and 
elastic bed during the first part of its abode in its new lodging ; 4th and 
6naily, to assist the amnion in holding its contents, the whole of which, 
I suppose, takes place in the following manner. 

The vesicle being obliged to pass through a tube of a diameter much 
smaller than its own, necessarily takes an elongated form, and as soon 
as it enters the cavity of the uterus, it pushes the decidua until the 
whole of its length is lodged in the same cavity ; the decidua being thus 
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pushed, gradually and equally detaches itself from all sides, and folds 
within itself, so that the point of pressure is naturally directed towards 
the centre of the space which it lines ; and, by one of those wise pro- 
visions of nature, the length of the vesicle, in its now elongated form, 
i9 such that when its anterior extremity reaches the middle of the cavity 
of the uterus, the other is in contact with the orifice of the Fallopian 
tube, where, being no longer urged forward, it stops and adheres, pro- 
vided no accident or violent concussion changes its situation. 

Of the Placenta. — The sperm, in fecundating the vesicle, surrounds 
it ; but in passing through the narrow aperture of the Fallopian tube it 
is mostly collected together, and forms a kind of small mass at its pos- 
terior extremity, where without doubt it performs two important objects, 
first, that of preventing the contents of the vesicle from escaping from 
its membrane, during the pressure which it is obliged to bear, and then 
to present to the capillary extremities of the vessels of the umbilical 
cord a substance in which they may develope themselves, and take, at 
least during the passage of the tube, the fluids that must be provided 
for the beginning of the development of the principles which it contains. 

As soon as it arrives in the uterus this little mass stops, and, by means 
of the mucous part, which renders it viscous and sticky, lies close to the 
fundus of that organ, where it has been urged by the gradual pressure 
of the Fallopian tube, the circular fibres of which extend to that place, 
and there it forms the beginning of the maternal side of the placenta. 
The vesicle is soon covered with flocculi, a particular kind of filaments, 
which I consider as being produced by the organic particles of the 
seminal fluid. These flocculi seem to be the organs by which nourish- 
ment is absorbed and prepared to be transmitted to the interior of the 
vesicle, for the development of its contents ; but when they have ex- 
hausted the sources from which they at first derived that nourishment, 
they turn towards the fundus of the uterus, where their course is directed 
by the kind of sheath which is formed by the decidua reflexa, and, con- 
founding themselves with the beginning of the maternal part of the pla- 
centa already formed, complete that organ, which sucks or absorbs from 
the uterus the nbcessary blood for its own growth, and transmits whatever 
b necessary to the festal part, where it is absorbed by the capillary ex- 
tremities of the vein of the umbilical cord, to carry it to the heart of 
the embryo, which, after having used all that is necessary, sends the 
remainder to the foetal part of the placenta, by the umbilical arteries, 
that it may provide for the growth of that part. The blood which is 
not consumed by that part, mingles with that provided by the maternal 
side, and is again absorbed by the capillaries of the veins of the cord, 
and carried to the heart with a new supply, in the same manner as in 
the adult the blood of the capillary extremities of the arteries passes into 
the capillary extremities of the veins, mingled with the different sub- 
Stances which are introduced into the circulation by the absorbing vessels. 
So that the maternal part of the placenta may be considered as a large 
absorbent, which, with a great many mouths, draws from the mother 
and transmits to the foetal part the necessary substances for the nutrition 
and growth of the foBtus and the accessory organs. 

(To be oontiBWd,) 
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THE LATE DR. HOLYOKE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir — It is a^eceived maxim that a story loses notiiing by being repeat- 
ed ; and as 1 observe, from a remark in your last Journal, that a state- 
ment contained in my answers to the questions 1 was obliged to reply to, 
before the Committee of the Legislature, is in danger of sharing the fate 
of the celebrated story of the three black crows, 1 request the favor of 
your columns to state a few facts which may prove interesting to your 
readers, and serve to dispel the misconception and misconstruction which 
have attached themselves to my evidence. 

The late venerable Dr. Holyoke, whose case has been alluded to, was 
an almost miraculous instance of a temperament and constitution to which 
error in physical habits is more difficult than the opposite is to those of 
most men. The exercise of habitual prudence and the avoidance of 
every excess, to him a most easy task, lengthened out his days to a cen- 
tury and over. It was natural, therefore, for his acquaintance to inquire 
into his habits of eating and drinking, as illustrative of the causes of his 
longevity. He gave a minute account of these habits, with his usual in- 
genuousness ; and in this account stated that he had, for 40 or 50 years, 
made use of a drink which he estimated to be about the strength of cider, 
and which contained one part in six or eight of West India rum. Of this 
he took a moderate portion with his dinner, and sipped moderately with 
his pipe in the evening, never exceeding a pint of the mixture daily-* 
for the most part, half the quantity. This is the account given in a letter 
written by my venerable friend after he had reached his 100th yeai* ; and 
if any person deduces from it an inference unfavorable to his sobriety and 
strict temperance, I cannot join him, although I admit that the example 
would not be a safe one to follow, since few men are constituted like Dr. 
Holyoke in being able to preserve entire moderation in the use of such a 
beverage, and never to require, during half a century's use, to augment 
the strength of so moderate a stimulus. 

Now is any man prepared to say that this practice would create a 
scirrhous stomach ? Surely I am not, nor have I ever given occasion for 
such an inference. But since the diseased alterations of every organ 
must have a cause connected with the exercise of the function of that 
organ, who would declare on oath that it was not possible that there was 
some connection between the morbid tissues discovered after death and 
the peculiar diet of the individual ? And when this peculiar diet is in- 
sisted upon as the cause of extraordinary longevity, is it not perfectly fair 
to raise the objection that a scirrhous stomach was the cause of death, 
and that all active^timutants tend to impair the healthy state of that or- 
gan ? For my own part, I have not subscribed my faith to Homoeopathy, 
and the operation of infinitessimal doses, nor to the ultra temperance 
principle that minute quantities of morbid poisons will work mischief in 
the human system to an indefinite period. A man may take poison and 
not be poisoned ; the prussic acid in a peach leaf or bitter almond may be 
made to^0avor a custard with as little danger as rose water. 

And Qow, if your correspondent wishes my answer to his question, I 
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reply, that having long been acquainted with the Doctor's family, and 
knowing that his daily use of alcohol was even less than the trivial amount 
his language expresses, and that his general health and constitution were 
capable of resisting successfully the attacks of noxious principles beyond 
those of roost individuals, 1 have no suspicion that his use of alcohol 
shortened his days. I believe that in the evidence which I gave at con- 
siderable length on this subject, I was clearly understood, and but for the 
party spirit which seems to have attached itself to legislation on temper- 
ance, and in which, as a professional man, I have no desire to be involv- 
ed, explanation would have been unnecessary. It is proper, also, that 
your readers should know, that the indelicacy of bringing Dr. Holyoke's 
name and his domestic habits before the public in this connection, does 
not rest with me or the counsel for supporting the present license law, 
but with the counsel for its repeal. 

With regard to the opinion which I gave, and which has excited so 
much astonishment, that the death of my venerable friend, at 100 years 
and 7 months, was not from old age, but the result of disease, let it be 
tested by the facts, and when these are stated, your readers can form 
opinions for themselves. Dr. Holyoke had passed his lOOtli birth-day 
in his usual good health. His hearing and memory were defective. His 
other mental and physical faculties were belter than those of the average 
of persons thirty years younger. He could walk several miles with ease, 
enjoyed the company and conversation of his friends, kept up his ac- 
quaintance with national politics, municipal afiairs and professional know- 
ledge ; read French, Latin and English books with his usual facility, and 
without the aid of glasses, even foY small print, and was as free from the 
helplessness of dotage and senility as most men of 70. He seemed a sort 
of evergreen, and it was a delightful privilege to pass an hour in his com- 
pany. About four months before his death he was attacked with pain in 
the region of his stomach ; this continued till he was confined to his bed. 
A fortnight before his death he had gangrene of one of his extremities. 
He retained his senses till within a few days of his death, which occurred 
on the 31st of March, 1829. His body was carefully examined, in pre- 
sence of a number of physicians. The report of the autopsy was pub- 
lished in the memoir of his life, and in the 3 1st number of the New York 
Med. and Phys. Journal, for October, 1829, to which I refer for minute 
particulars. 

The thorax was capacious and beautifully symmetrical ; the whole sub- 
stance of the lungs free from any morbia changes of importance ; the 
heart was of proper size, not encumbered with fat, and of organization 
almost absolutely unimpaired, so as to cause the remark, amongst those 
who were present, that we saw no reason why it might not have lasted 
him another century, if his other organs had held out. The brain exhi- 
bited no changes which had any probable influence in determining his life. 
The stomach was contracted about the middle by a scirrhous band of 
considerable thickness, and including a third of its extent. The contrac- 
tion was so great that the stomach was completely divided into two sacs, 
and the passage between them would hardly admit a finger. About the 
middle of the great curvature was a superficial ulcer, of an inch in extent. 
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The rest of the alimentary canal exhibited changes of more recent date, 
apparently the consequences of the primary disease of the stomach. The 
kidneys, ureters, bladder and prostate, so commonly altered by age, were 
for the most part unaltered. I am persuaded that few men of fifty could 
have been found, who would have exhibited the heart and other organs, 
usually altered by age, in so perfect a state as the subject of these remarks. 

Does not this dissection tend to Justify the remark of Sir Anthony Car- 
lisle, that most aged persons die of actual disease in organs not worn out 
by the length of time they have been performing their functions ? And 
do not the facts I have now stated sustain the correctness of my opinion, 
that disease, and not old age, terminated the life of the patriarch of our 
profession ? With much regard, your friend, 

Salemy March 7, 1839. A. L. Peirson. 



Creosote. — A correspondent writes — ^* The application of creosote 
in one instance has most certainly expelled the tooth-ache entirely, and 
doubtless destroyed the sensibility of the nerve." An English physician 
has used creosote for various forms of irritation of the bowels and stomach, 
in doses of from one to two minims with 5j. of mucilage and six. of 
water, repeated in three, four or five hours. 
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BoMMABT.— The month of February has been unusually mUd, the thermometer not havinf one* 
Mlentoiero. The extremes of the thermometer have been 9* above zero, and 49. The month has 
been damp and cloudy ; but little snow or tain has (hllen. The extremes of the barometer have been 
iB.78 and 89.72. Snow has fUlen from 6 to 8 inches only. The termination of the month exhibits all 
the appearance of spring.— Diseases at the hospital have been, pneumonia, scarlatina, erysipelas and 
catarrh } none Ihtal. 
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DR. FLINTS ADDRESS. 

It would have been gratifying to have made earlier mention of this 
elaborate production of our old friend and neighbor. It is a closely 
printed pamphlet of thirty-one pages, and was delivered to the students 
of the Louisville Medical Institute at the opening of the lecture term in 
November last, and instead of being too long, is altogether too short for 
one who wishes to know more of the institutions of Europe, to an "account 
of which a large portion of it is devoted. The doctbr was there but a 
little time since, and he speaks, like one under no obligations, of all he 
saw or heard in the wards of hospitals, and the theatres of the surgeons. 
Our object, primarily, is to allow the professor to speak for himself, in 
paragraph, which is all the room we can afford him to-day. 

" Hygiea was the daughter of JEsculapius, and succeeded to a large 
share of the veneration which, in all parts of the pagan world, was paid 
to that — probably fabulous — God and Father of Physic. 

" She is represented as a beautiful female of perfect symmetry and de- 
velopment, in chaste attire, and modest mien, crowned with a wreath of 
medicinal herbs and flowers. Her right arm is raised, and entwined with 
a serpent — the emblem of her father's house, and of the universality of 
his art — which is gracefully extending its head towards a cup supported 
in her left. 

" Under this attractive form, the art of preserving health was culti- 
vated, at Greece, as a religious duty — its exercises furnishing a counter- 
acting influence to that luxury and effeminacy which were the besetting 
sins of her citizens, and contributing to maintain that rare combination 
of grace and vigor, which was the physical characteristic of that beauti- 
ful people. 

** Similar considerations relating to physical development and power, 
brought Hygiene into favor in Rome at an early period, when its associate 
department of medicine was rather contemned than respected by that rude 
and disease-defying people. 

" Even at the time of the expulsion of the rational practitioners of the 
healing art from the city, we may discover the rudiments of that system of 
public hygiene, which continued to be a conspicuous element in the ar- 
rangements of Roman society, during all the political revolutions of the 
nation. Accordingly we find Hygiea among the earliest of the Grecian 
deities, domesticated at Rome ; and a mythological fable of those times, 
represents her influence to have been so great as to provoke the jealousy 
of Pluto, and excite apprehensions of the depopulation of his ghostly 
domain. 

" Although the moderns have deserted her temple and disowned her 
divinity, the service of Hygiea remains among the humane institutions of 
Christian civilization — its processes improved by the genius and science 
of those who have successively employed them, and its sphere of action 
extended to meet the exigencies of progressive society." 

But this is not the kind of specimen to be shown to the reader. Still it 
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exhibits the doctor's notions of the importance of hygiene. Skipping over 
many pages of instructive matter, we fi.nd him crouching for a spring upoa 
the medical institutions of Paris, which deserve all that has been so freely 
and fearlessly said of them. 

'^ Generalizing extremely the expression of my objections, I should say 
that ' the School ' is weakened by the excessive elaborateness of its or- 
ganization, and burdened by the multitude and detail of its lectures* — that 
anatomical instruction, both normal and pathological, is too deeply tinctured 
with transcendentalism — and that the practice in the hospitals is vitiated 
by a servile adherence to antiqbated rules, or a spirit of rash, unjustifiable 
experiment in the present practitioners. In one or other of these two ex- 
tremes, you may arrange all you can see of medical or surgical treatment 
in the general hospitals of Paris — the juste milieuj so much talked of by 
their politicians, has no place in the counsels of their physicians. 

" I was exceedingly surprised to find how little of sound, rational, 
curative information could be gathered from the lessons and example 
of the hospital practitioners in their vaunted clinics, additional to what a 
respectable graduate of good American schools will possess before leaving 
home. 

" In surgery, with the exception of a few specialities, they do not seem 
to have improved on the practice of Ambrose Par€, and exhibit but little 
of the independent, patient spirit of progress which distinguished that 
great man. Certainly they cannot be said to have entered on the epoch of 
John Hunter ; and although the labors and accomplishments of their own 
Bichat are admired and -praised, and his portrait honored with a place in 
the Hotel Dieu, I could not perceive that the inmates of that institution 
were realizing, from the application of his principles to the treatment of 
disease, anything like the advantages they have secured to the sick, even 
on this distant continent. 

" The French practise surgery too etymologically, if I may so speak, as: 
if it were a mere handicraft or species of trade. They put on their aprons: 
and go to work, for all the world like so many barbers or bakers, emulat- 
ing each other in the elaborateness of their dressings, burdening and tor- 
menting diseased and wounded parts, Tfwre canonico, with that same sys- 
tem of absurd appliances, so admirably criticised by Mr. J. Bell, in his 
chapter on adhesion. The barbarous cautery is still in too much favor 
with the Parisian surgeon, and most of the old-fashioned notions respect- 
ing suppuration, digestion, &c., with the painful appliances they indicate, 
appear to be a part of the orthodox surgery of Parisian hospitals. Not 
that novelties are unknown there — ^but modifications of practice, to be at- 
tractive to them, must be extravagant, ultra, or even fantastical. They en- 
tertain, with enthusiasm, a plan for curing Fistvla Lachryvialis^ by oblit- 
erating the puncta, for healing amputated stumps by enclosing them in 
wooden ovens, or for retaining the fragments of a shattered limb in com- 
fortable and sanative contiguity, by crushing them in the rolls of a tightly 
applied bandage. It was not a little amusing, indeed, to observe the last- 
named conceit, after having run the gauntlet of rational surgery, from the 
valley of the Seine to that of the Mississippi, returned to the place of its 
origin, and figuring among the novelties of La Pitie. And there it be- 
longs — in a French hospital, where neither fatality nor any less mischie- 

* In one reapect, however, the routine of instniction is on a better plan than that which it pnrsaed 
tnong iia-.there are but tkrf lectures a day at * the School,* during the term, and no one proflMO» 
toatgrea oftener than three tUnea a week. 
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▼ous consequence seems a valid objection to any scheme or proceeding, 
by which a practitioner can acquire a temporary notoriety, in contrast wiut 
his competitors and rivals." 

*' To these disparaging views of general surgery, there are admirable 
exceptions presented in the practice of gentlemen who have devoted them- 
selves to particular departments of the art. Among these is M. Ricord, 
who, carrying into his ample field of observation, an enlightened sense of 
our deficiencies and desiderata in that class of diseases, has established 
discriminating views and sound rules of practice, which, so far as ends 
can justify the use of means of equivocal propriety, extenuate, at least, 
the means — some of them of doubtful morality — which he has employed 
in their attainment. 

" A similar commendation is due to MM. Civiale and Leroy." 
A multitude of claims, from other sources, quite forbid a more enlarged 
notice, or a greater number of extracts. A free circulation of the pam- 
phlet will have an excellent influence on the prosperity of the Louisville 
school, and certainly afford the friends of science much pleasure and per- 
manent satisfaction. 



Asylums for Inebriates, — A pamphlet of thirty-eight octavo pages, con- 
taining 18 essays on the importance of establishing asylums for drunkards, 
is now before the public. It was written by Dr. Woodward, of the Wor- 
cester Insane Hospital, and merits a careful perusal. It seems, by the 
preface, that the articles were published five years ago, in the Boston 
Mercantile Journal, and at the solicitation of the friends of the temperance 
reformation (a great and good work, which, for the honor of the age, we 
fervently hope will be sustained ail over the habitable globe) they have 
been embodied in their present connected form, for convenient circulation. 
TAe author, who is a philanthropist as well as an experienced physician, 
in reference to the creation of institutions for the express residence of ine- 
briates, speaks thus — " The writer may say, without ostentationr that his 
advantages for ascertaining the results of confinement and entire absti- 
nence from intoxicating drinks for a long period, have been rare and 
unusual, having now been connected for twelve successive years with 
two institutions, in which numerous individuals, amounting to many hun- 
dreds, were confined, who by intemperance had become insane, or who 
had perpetrated crimes which rendered confinement necessary. The re- 
sult of this experience has been the fullest conviction, that a large propor- 
tion of the intemperate, in a well-conducted institution, would be radically 
cured, and would again go into society with health re-established, diseased 
appetites removed, with principles of temperance well grounded and tho- 
roughly understood, so that they would be afterwards safe and sober 
men." The subject is surely one of vast importance to the community, 
and therefore the publication commends itself to every reflecting mind. 
Unless the reformation does succeed, a house for the confinement of in- 
sane drunkards will ultimately be as necessary for many towns, as an 
almshouse (br the poor. 



Massachusetts General Hospital Annual Report, — This note is princi- 
pally for the purpose of acknowledging the civility of Dr. Bell, from whom 
a copy of the report was kindly sent. As a statistical document it is im- 
portant, and will doubtless be received, as those were which have pre^ 
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ceded it, with satisfaction by the public. It is always gratifying to know 
how public charities are managed in the interior, which it is the object of 
th«ee annual publications to explain. From January 183S, to January 
1639, in the hospital in Boston, 380 patients were received ; 174 were dis- 
charged well ; 66 much relieved ; 36 died ; 3 eloped, and 48 were not re- 
lieved. The greatest number of patients in the house at any one time, 
63. Expenses of the hospital for 1838, «13,096 64. Connected with this 
is the McLean Asylum for the Insane, at Charlestown, an admirably con- 
ducted institution. The whole number of patients remaining in the asy- 
luni at the commei»cement of the year, was 86 ; and there were received 
during the year 1838, 138 persons, which gives a total of 224 who en- 
joyed the benefits of this excellent eharity. The year's expenditure, in- 
cluding $1,49079 for a new building, was $20,096 71. The manner in 
which the trustees manage the two, is deserving of the highest commen- 
dation. Beside being liberally disposed, and always ready to co-operate 
with those who propose judicious improvements, they are not forever in- 
terfering with the medical officers, which is the cause of so much ill tem- 
per, and operates so disastrously, in several of a kindred nature in neigh- 
boring cities. 

Medical Miscellany. — A certain Mr. Gannel is doing wonders, in Eng- 
land, in the way of embalming birds, asses and men, in Little Windmill- 
street Anatomical Theatre. He uses two liquids ; one being injected into 
the arteries for preserving them, and the other simply resorted to for stay- 
ing the putrefactive process while dissecting. — Mr. Streeter exhibited to 
the Westminster Medical Society, lately, the 05sophagu9 of a patient 
which was contracted to the size of a crow-quill. — There has been a vulgar 
quarrel at the far-famed Salop Infirmary, England ; Drs. Dugard and H. 
Johnson, and another Dr. Johnson, not agreeing in anything but vilifying 
each other's character, are all crying out to the Shrewsbury public for re- 
dress. — A strange foetal malformation has been pictured by Bolton, of 
Lambeth, which is nothing more nor less than a prodigious pair of legs, 
without a bead. — Dr. Marshall Hall's lectures on the nervous system are 
excellent, but too insufferably long. One of the last on the excito-motory 
system is minute to a fault, and has too much theory for its facts. — Mai- 
ler's Elements of Physiology is out, in England, in three distinct parts. — 
Dr. Alexander Tweedie's Library of Medicine is preparing for publication. 
— Dr. William Turner has been elected chairman of the general commit- 
tee of whig young men, in New York. — A woman who had been blind! 
twelve years, suddenly received her sight, most unexpectedly, without 
having done anything to promote it. — Dr. Flint says, after speaking of tho' 
principal hospitals of Europe — " I must regard as the best hospital in ail 
its essential attributes, that I have ever noticed, the Massachusetts General 
Hospital at Boston." — The Lunatic Asylum at Halle, is an old prison.. — 
In Russia there are asylums for the insane, well conducted. — It seems- by 
some old papers found in the State paper office, in Ireland, that litho^ 
trity was actually practised in that country one hundred and eighty^ 
years ago. 

DfKf>, — At SouthboTOUgh, Mass., Dr. Joseph Ballard, 65. — At Louisville, Ky.,. 
Dr. Daniel Brent, 22.— At New Orleans, Richard Davidson, M.D., 57 — a distia*- 
guished member of the profession. 
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Whole number of deaths in BoBton for the week ending March 9, 94. MaleSf 12-~femalea, 28. 

or coiMumption, 6— infantile, 2— croup, 2— typhous fever, 2— lung feTer, 4— inflammation of the 
Iung4, 2— teething, 1 — acarlet fever, 6— hooping cough, i — inhramnua, 2— intemperance, 1— atMceaa, l-~ 
child-bed, 1 — drdpay on the brain, 1 — casualty, 1— inflammation of ihe brain, 1— fitillboru, 1. 

BROWN'S PATENT SELFINJEC TING APPARATUS. 

Thi underaigried respecifully calld the attention of medical pmciitionera to a newly-invented Instnt- 
mtful, which ia for ^ale at hia store, No. 4dl Waafalugtou street, corner of £liiot street. If |»byifi- 
ciaii4 would examine the principled of its construction, they would appreciate its usefulness, and 
Would probably be induced to recommend it very geneialiy In their practice. Physicians, druggists, 
and tlie intidbttunis of Buston, are particularly invited to look into the superiority of this article over 
the inventor's former iuritruiuent, a^ it now has the adviiniage of Goodyear's new India Rubber, 
which is allowed by all to be an entirely different article from that formerly manufactured. 

Feb. 6-eoply . WILLIAM UROWN. 

DR. HULL»S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. 
This new instruuieiit for the radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, by external 
application, superseding the use of the objeutionabie pessary, is contidently recommended to tb« 
atnicted as the means of a perfect restoration to health, it never having failed of performing a cure, 
even under the tuotH aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbation of Sir 
Astiey Cooper, of London J Sir Benjaiuiu O. Urodiej Sir Jauies Clark, i'hysician to thedueen; 
Dr. Ailiwttli, Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy's HoKpital ; Dr. RIgby, Lecturer to 8t. Bartholomew's ; 
Dr. Grit&ih, Lecturer to Westminster Hospital j Dr. Ramsbotham, Lecturer to London Hospital ; 
Robert Fergu^Lin, Lecturer tu Weritmmsier Lying-in Hospital ; Dr. $;^weutman, Lecturer to Middlesex 
Hospital, and Senior Accoucheur tq Uueeu Charlotte's Lyingih Hospital; also by Henry Davie«, 
Conquest ; Blundeli, Lee, Merriman, Surgeon Keales, fcc. ; by Dr. Moreau, President of the Acad<»- 
mie ttoyaiu de .dudecine, PARifc, and Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orieaus; Prul'essiirs Velpeatt, 
Marjolin, Paul Duboii, Sans<m, and others— and in New York by Professor J. W. Francis; 6. d. 
Bedford, M.D., ProfeHsor of Midwifery in University of the city of New Yoaa; Professor Delafleld, 
Professor Francis U. Johnston, President County Medical Society ; Laurens Uull» President Medical 
Society. fSlate of New York ; Professor James McNaughton, Albany j Professor March, Professor 
Cyrus Perkins, Professor Doane ; James Webster, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, Geneva; 
David L. Uodgers, Professor Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Thoniah Boyd, Gilbert Smith, Ilosack. 
Stearns, Ludluw, Kissarn, Vache, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other distinguishea 
physicians of the United Slates. AMOS O. HULL, 

Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 
fi^ A constant supply of the above Instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing ic Cutler (late Low« 
It Keed), No. 54 Chatham street, Boston. Lowefc Reed have sold many of the above Instruments, 
and can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as to 
patients to whom ihrtsy have afllirded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13— 6m 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical Instruction. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which coa- 
■tanily presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be afforded for ac- 
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be furnished 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To tbo 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by exasii- 
nations or lectures will be given In the different branches of medical studies, during the interval be- 
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be furnished 
to tile studenU at the expense of the Instructera. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31->eptf GEORGE W. OTFR, Jt. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ALMANAC. 

AaMtican Medical Alatanacy for 1839— designed for the daily use of Physicians, Surgeons, Students, 
and Ap<)thecanes ; being, also, a general .Medical Directory of the United States. By J. V. Q. Smith, 
M.D„ Editor nf the Itostnn Medical and Surgical Journnl. Published by Marsh, Capen ic Lyon, 133 
Washington street, Boston. J 16. 

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 

Thb medical profession are hereby Informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements thnt be 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest rourket price. They will be 
safely put up In boxeA, with the clay in which they were imported. Physicians may be certain that 
careful attention will be given to their orders. SETR W. FOWLE, 

Oct. 17— lyeop 33 Prince St. corner of Salem St. Boston. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications, must be 
addressed, post paid. It Is al<io published In Monthly Paru, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $8,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two coiites to the same address, for $6,00 a year, in 
advance. Ordem (torn a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisAictory rerar- 
enoe. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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THERAPEUTIC CiUALlTlfid OF PktJ9SIC ACID. 

BY J. C. HALL, K.R.C.S.I/. 

Thc lamented death of Mrs. Maclean has called the attention of the 
puUic to the merits of hydrocyanic dcid as a therapeutical ageot, and 
many have already imbibed the idea that pmssic acid is a most dangerous 
poison, and perfectly useless in the treatment of disease. The London 
Times copied, recently, a long paragraph fixxn tlie Edinburgh Courant, 
in which the writer observes, " It ought to be generally knoivn that 
there are no diseases capable of being alleviated by prusdic acid which 
may not be, with equal certainty, relieved by other and safer tnean^ 
The patient, therefore, who uses it at his own risk, runs the most immi* 
neoC hazard of his life ; and the physician who prescribes it, toUhaui th^ 
most cogent necesrity, does little less than sport with the life qf his 
patient. The writer of these remarks has been twenty-two years hk 
practice, during which period he has seen many thousand cases of all 
descriptions, and in all classes of society, and yet he has never otKie 
had occasion to prescribe prusslc acid, having always accomplished the 
end he had in view by other means. He knows active practitioners, of 
sdll longer standing, who can make a similar statement ; but he is sorrff 
to add that he knows much younger men who employ it oft^ and 
with much too little caution.^^ 

Now, sir, the writer makes a grave charge against the members of 
our profession. Happy man ! he has treated ** many thousand cases 
of all Ascriptions, and has always accomplished the end he had in 
▼lew." Others, however, have not exercised the same skill, do not 
possess exactly the same chest of simples, and, therefore, with '^ too 
little caution," make use, frequently, of this valuable medidne ; and I, 
(at one, shall continue to use it, even at the risk of being accused ef 
** sporting vi^ith the lives of my patients." Without being aU^ to boait 
of '^ twenty*two yeai^' experience," I may be alk>wed to mention tb4 
case of a young lady, who had for several days been unable to retain i 
particle of food upon her stomach ; even fluids were immedifeitely re» 
jected ; every means had been used by the medical gentleman who 
attended her, but in vain, and at his urgent request a physician was sent 
(or. What t^as the remedy ? R. Hydrocy. acid, two minims (Scheele's) ; 
orange syrup, thirty minims ; water, one ounce ; a draught every fourth 
or^ixth hour ; and I had the happiness of seeing my fnead restored to 
hedch^the sioka^ cOasing after the exhibitioii of the s^ooad dMaghi^ 
6 
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Nor 18 this a solitary case ; only last week 1 saw it given in a similar 
case, though not so violent, with the best effect. 

It has, however, jusily been remarked, that some test ought to be 
enjoined to ascertain tiie strength of the acid employed. In the last 
edition of the " Pharmacopceia Londinensis " we have the acidum 
hydrocyanicum dilutum, which differs in strength from the preparation 
commonly used under the name of " Scheele's," and, therefore, in a 
remedy so important, as well as so powerful, a uniformity of strength 
ought to be preserved. Hydrocyanic acid consists of — 

1 Nitrogen = 1 by 44 = 14 

2 Carbon =» 2 by 6 = 12 

3 Hydrog. = 1 by 1 = 1 

27 

The strength of any solution of this acid may, according to Dr. Ure, 
be ascertained by adding to 100 grains of the hydrocyanic acid small 
quantities of the peroxide of mercury, in fine powder, until it ceases to 
be dissolved. The weight of the peroxide dissolved, divided by four, 
gives the quantity of real acid present. The rationale is this : the 
equivalent of peroxide of mercury, 216, happens to be just eight times 
that of prussic acid, 27 ; therefore, as the prussiate of mercury consists 
of two proportions of prussic acid to one of base, it is evident that the 
quantities of acid and of base in the salt are in the ratio of one to four. 

Let us now examine the compounds of this acid. — Laurel water : 
this is the distilled water of the leaves of a species of cherry, the 
prunus laurocerasus of Linnaeus, a native of the coast of the Black Sea, 
although it is now very common in Europe, into which it was brought 
about the end of the sixteenth century. It belongs to the natural order 
amygdala(kR> The volatile oil residing in the leaves and kernels of the 
fruit is combined with hydrocyanic acid. The flowers, as well as the 
leaves, have the odor and taste of the bitter almond and the kernel of 
the peach, and communicate both, readily, to boiling milk, cream, diluted 
alcohol, and other substances, in which form they are used as condi- 
ments — very improperly, and by ignorant servants. 

OU of bitter Almonds, — The seed yielding the greatest quantity of 
combined hydrocyanic acid, is the bitter almond — the kernel of the fruit 
of the variety of amara of the amygdalus communis, a tree which is a 
native of Barhary and Syria, but is now cultivated in Europe. The 
poisonous influence of the oil of bitter almonds was known so early as the 
time of Dioscorides, who states that it was employed for killing wolves, 
but it was not known until a German chemist, Bobm, ascertained the 
(act, that this influence greatly depends on the presence of hydrocyanic 
acid. According to the experiments of MM. Henry and Plisson, the 
constituents of oil of bitter almonds are — 

Carbon 74.40 

Oxygen 11.79 

Nitrogen 5.97 

The powerful and poisonous eflS^ts of bitter almonds, eaten in large 
^iMAtities; were observable at a very early period. Befides hi^uenciog 
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men, the volatile oil acts powerfully on quadrupeds, causing convulsions. 
The roost remarkable instance of poisoning by laurel-water is that of Dr. 
Price, the alchemist, who, in 1782, poisoned himself with laurel-water 
a few days after repeating his experiment of converting mercury into 

Sid. In cases of poisoning, it was remarked by Cullen as *^ a curious 
^t, that however instant its operation, no traces of inflammation were 
ever detected after death." But it was not till after hydrocyanic acid 
was ascertained by Bohm to be the active principle in laurel-water, that 
the cause of this was fully understood. 

Strong Hydrocyanic Acid — that is, in its anhydrous state, is a 
powerful poison. A drop of it injected into the vein of a large dog 
produces instant death— quick in its effects as a flash of lightning, 
destroying the poor creature as quickly as a shock of the most powerful 
electrical battery ; proving that it exerts its influence directly on the 
nervous sensibility, which it at once destroys, and not, as some have 
supposed, by being taken into the circulation. It aflfects all animals, 
from the worm to man. All who take it die ; all are aflfected in the 
same manner ; and even vegetables suffer in an equal degree. An in- 
stantaneous cessation of life takes place ; yet the eyes remain open, 
appearing bright, animated, as though the vital spark had not forever 
fled from its tenement of clay. Yet, on opening the body, the 
heart may be observed to pulsate ; as Magendie has remarked, *^ the 
animal may be dead with regard to its external functions, although still 
enjoying hfe through its nutritive faculties." I ought, however, to re- 
mark, that if the strong acid be employed, some difference takes place 
in the appearance of the eye, the extreme coldness caused by the evapo-* 
ration rendering the cornea opaque when applied to it. 

The public generally, however, are not aware that the medicinal acid 
dtflfers from that fluid which is so justly dreaded, so justly regarded as a 
deadly poison. But are we. Sir, to give up the use of a remedy simply 
because, from its imprudent use, some few have fallen victims ? Are 
we to abandon its exhibition because for " twenty-two years " a gentle- 
man who will not '^ live and learn '^ has done without it ? Are we no 
longer to use it because one of the most gifted of her sex was cut oflf 
by it ? We might just as well give up the use of opium and its pre- 
parations, which is eijually dangerous in unskilful hands. The drunkard, 
according to the doctrine of some, may be allowed to end his brief 
career amid the ravings of delirium tremens, because for " twenty-two 
years " some one has never seen a case, or seen a simple case get well 
without it, by laying the head upon a hop-pillow, and taking three drops 
of tincture of hyoscyamus three tunes a day. 

I need not appeal to the members of our profession for proofs of the 
efllcacy of prussic acid, as an external application in prurigo, inveterate 
TOoriasis, and several other skin diseases attended with severe itching. 
They are well aware of the comfort it aflbrds to the sufferer by allaying 
the severe itching and tingling by which they are attended. In chronic 
catarrh abundant examples have been afforded of its efficacy, which 
may be accounted fi>r on the principle of allaying irritation, and thereby 
ftvoring a alower, and, consequendy, a more h^tbj gastrin aeeretiao* 
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At ledsCy such is the opinion of Dr. A. Todd Thomson, whose expe* 
nence extends over a period of somewhat more than ^^twentj'two 
jears." Dr. ElUotson has fully proved the advantages derived from the 
administration of this medicine in dyspepsia ; and the relief which it 
affi»rds in pyrosis (hy allaying the irritation of the stomach) is too well 
known to require comment. " In hooping cough," says Dr. Thomson, 
^* I regard it as the sheet-anchor of the practitioner, and I do not think 
i am stretching my praise of it too far in affirming that few cases of this 
disease would prove fatal were the hydrocyanic acid early resorted to, 
and judiciously administered." 

At the same time it must not be forgotten that it is a powerful remedy 
-—a medicine not to be played with ; one which ought never to be taken 
except when prescribed by a medical man, and then the patient should 
never prepare the medicine himself; but of this 1 will say nothing. 
The fate of poor " L. E. L." speaks far more eloquently, far more 
conclusively, than any words which my pen can trace. — Lan. Lancet. 



DR. BUGARD*S TREATISE ON GENERATION. 

[Concluded from pnge 76.J 

Or THE Umbilical Cord.-*-! consider the umbilical cord as a pro* 
kngation of the foetal part of the placenta. Its functions are described 
in the preceding article. It b generally composed of two arteries, which 
take their foetal origin in the internal iliac arteries ; of a vein, and of 
eellular substance which liolds these vessels together as in a sheath. It 
seems to be more, or less twisted, and, to explain that circumstance^ 
^me physiologists, without considering how little importance should be 
attached to questions the solution of which can afford no practical advan- 
tage, have imagined that the foetus turns in the uterus, and that the cord is 
more or less twisted, according to the number of turns that have been 
performed. But might it not be asked, why should the foetus turn ? 
Why should it execute evolutions which appear, if not impossible, at 
least very difficult ? I feel confident that, in fact, the umbilical cord is 
sot twisted, and that the appearance it presents is produced by the arte- 
ries, which, in a spiral form, surround the vein ; and 1 have no doubt 
that were the cord carefully dissected it would be found that the arteries 
are much longer than the vein. I am inclined to think so, also, from 
<be fact that the external part, or sheath, formed by the cellular texture, 
is never twisted. But, it might be asked, why should the arteries have 
such a spiral form, whilst the vein must, according to such an arrange- 
ment, be comparatively straight ? It is in accordance with a principle 
of the animal economy, which may be noticed in almost any part of the 
body, by which veins are generally more direct in their course than the 
arteries ; the latter being crooked in order to moderate or check the 
force of the ciiculation caused by the direct pressure exerted by the 
propelling efforts of the heart — the former being straight, in order to 
foeihtate the course of the same flaidi it being deprived of such a pra* 
pelliiiK^agen. 
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Of the Membranes, — ^The membranes are two, or rather three, ia 
number ; the amnion, which even in the vesicular gland is the external 
part of the vesicle, and which encloses the liquor amnii, the umbilical 
cord, and the embryo, or fcetus ; the vera or propria, and the reflexa 
decidua. But the latter may be considered as a duplicature of the de- 
cidua vera, folded over itself by the action of the vesicle on entering 
into the uterus and expanding according to the growth or development of 
that which it encloses. 

Of the lAquor Amnii. — ^I think that the liquor amnii is a secretion 
of the amnion, solely destined to the protection of the foetus, though 
some physiologists have thought that its use was to a£ford it a suitable 
nourishment. This I cannot believe, because I cannot understand how 
a nutritive substance 9an pass through the process of digestion without 
producing excrement, and 1 doubt whether any have ever been found 
in the cavity of the membrane in which the foetus is enclosed. 

Of the jFcUm. — ^Tbe foetus, which at birth generally weighs about 
seven pounds, is the only object of the process of gestation or preg^ 
nancy, all the other products, such as membranes, placenta, &c., being 
but auxiliaries to its growth. I shall not undertake to describe the 
gradual or successive development of the parts of which it is composed, 
but shall mention only what may be found in any writer on this subject, 
viz., that during the two first months of pregnancy its growth is liardly 
perceptible externally ; but that at the third month it is such that the 
uterus fills up the cavity of the pelvis, and towards the fourth it as- 
cends into the hypogastrium ; towards the sixth month the fundus of 
that organ rises to the height of the umbilicus ; towards the seventh a 
little higher, and towards the eighth it almost extends to the epigastriumi 
which it reaches towards the ninth, and soon the whole abdominal tumor 
£dls down, and thus announces the near approach of labor or delivery. 

The foetus is not always perfect, and the different imperfections which 
it presents may be divided into three classes : the first comprising those 
whose imperfections can be noticed only on the skin ; the second those 
whose imperfections consist in the want, the deformity, or the addition 
of some part or parts of the body ; and the third tiiose that present the 
connection, more or less perfect, of two beings united together by some 
part of the body. 

As to the first, I have nothing to add to what has been written on the 
mdueoce tliat the mind of the mother exerts or may exert upon the 
fcBtns ; I must only acknowledge that I believe that when a pregnant 
woman experiences strong and violent impressions, her nervous system 
may receive such a shock that it may be communicated to her offipringi 
who may receive a mark of the object that was the cause of hex 
excitement. 

As to the second, I think that they are the result of imperfections 
that exist in the rodimeots of the embryo, in the vesicle, even before 
fiscuodation ; except in some cases in which a limb or part of a limb is 
ntissiog, which may be owing to the action of the cord, having operated 
like a ligature. 

Aft lo the tbirdy I believe that, as there are eggs that contain two 
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yolks, and seeds that contain two kernels, there are vesicles that are 
double — that is, they contain the pnnciples of two beings, and that 
those beings come into the world more or less perfect according as the 
principles from which they are derived are more or less distinct or sepa- 
rated in the vesicle ; and that the parts which are confounded in it, are 
those which are common to both beings, or those that are not double. 
But, after all, what real advantage can be derived from the solution of 
such difficulties ? Noti any ; since before delivery no one can tell 
whether the object that a woman carries within her is a well-fonned 
fcetus or a monster. 

I cannot leave this subject without mentioning a very important 
fact in physiology, viz., that a double being was never found presenting 
the two sexes ; I mean that in case of union, a male and a female were 
never found together, but always two males or two females. This cir- 
cumstance would be a convincing and irresistible argument in favor of 
the theory that teaches that each vesicular gland secretes the principles 
of only one sex ; for were it not so, why could we not 6nd, once in 
several thousand cases, that a male and a female are united together by 
some part of the body ? 

Although I am far from having exhausted my subject, since I should 
have said something of the signs of pregnancy, of the diseases which it 
causes, of the accidents to which it exposes, of the cares it requires, of 
the peculiarities that a well-formed foetus presents, whether in its thy- 
mous and thyroid glands, in jts lungs, circulation, fontanelles, renal cap- 
sules, Sec. ; of labor and lactation, yet 1 must conclude my dissertation. 
But will the ovists, whose maxim is omne vivum ex ova^ pardon me 
for having used the names of vesicles and vesicular glands, instead of 
ova and ovaries ? I doubt it. However, I hope that they will appre- 
ciate the reasons that I have given in support of my opinion on this 
subject. Should it not be so, I would almost feel disposed to offer them, 
as a term of conciliation, to give the name of ovum to what is contained 
in the uterus at the time of labor. Then its resemblance, or rather 
analogy, to an egg of a fowl, is less imperfect ; since the amnion may 
represent the membrane of the egg ; the decidua may represent the 
shell ; the liquor amnii, the white ; and the foetus, the yolk. But what 
an effort is required to perceive that analogy ! That which exists in the 
reproduction of plants and the human race is certainly much greater and 
more striking ; for if we follow it through its progress, we may notice 
that the vesicle or seed, after having been fecundated, detaches itself from 
its capsule, where it leaves the pedicle (corpus luteum) which holds it 
in the caj)sule (vesicular gland), it falls or is carried to the place des- 
tined for it by nature ; there it stops and attaches itself by its hylum, 
ftnd strikes root. Its roots absorb the iuices that are necessary for the de- 
velopment of the principles which it contains, and which circulatioa 
takes to the places where they are necessary. As soon as the roots 
(the placenta) have commenced their functions, the plant (the umbilical 
cord) grows, as well as the fruit (the foetus) which it is to produce. 
That fruit, which at first is imperceptible, grows until it is rtpe ; and 
.ibeo the covering parts (the membranes) burst and open, and let fidi 
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wbat thej contain (the foetus), which, like any other seed, is to serve, 
some day, in its turn, for the reproduction of its own species ; and the 
poor plant that produced that new being, like any other annual plant, 
dies, falls, dries, and decomposes itself, tO return to the £ii*st principles of 
matter whence it came. 



MEDICAL ESSAYS— NO. V. 

fCommnaicared Ibr the Boston Medical and Buiiioal Joiinial.J 

Hating suggested to the reader certain prophylactic or preservative 
measures of a negative character, we shall now proceed to the conside- 
ration of such as may more appropriately be called affirmative ; and the 
first will be Exefcise, 

We trust that our readers will relieve us at once from making any 
effort to show that bodily exercise of some sort is indispensable to the 
enjoyment of good health. There is one pre-requisite or important 
condition, however, in regard to bodily exercise, that may be said to 
constitute the sum and substance of all the benefit to be derived from it, 
and that is, it must be habitual. It is manifest that sudden and violent 
efforts of the body can scarcely fail of being injurious, even when there 
happens to be no displacement or disorganization of any vessel. Al- 
most all kinds of manual labor, and the labors of agriculture, have a 
salutary tendency. Certain gymnastic exercises are healthful ; but for 
want of proper management or system, these establishments in our own 
country, as yet, appear to be temporary, or unproductive of the benefit 
sought for. Of the two principal kinds of exercise, riding on horse- 
back and walking, the latter, when habitually |)ursued, is supposed to 
have the preference. On hearing a youth solicit a kind father for a 
horse to ride, an elderly physician, who happened to be present, in- 
quired of the young man for what purpose he wanted a horse, and to 
the reply, rejoined as follows. " Don't you know," said he, ** that 
riding is being exercised, and that walking is exercising." This remark 
we have often had occasion to repeat with satisfaction to ourselves, and 
apparently so to others. In the advice given by medical men to inva- 
lids in regard to exercise on horseback, there is often too little stress laid 
upon the gait of the horse, the nature or character of the country rid- 
den over, the distance of riding, and the weather. These are indispen- 
sable considerations. There is scarcely any portion of our country, in 
which a moderate and habitual walk, taken early in the day, or some 
other gentle and out-door exercise, in good weather, will fail of being 
healthful. It would seem that early rising, in order to fulfil its high and 
noble pretensions, should be accompanied, as far as practicable, with 
■ome out-door exercise. It is observed, however, that in the climate of 
the southern border of the Union, and in the warmer nDonths, the prac- 
tice of sitting by a fire early in the morning, is often found beneficial 
We were acquainted with a man of plain manners, but good sense, livt 
ffig in the State of Mississippi, who was regularly in the habit of rising 
^y ID die warmer months^ and sitting an hour or two by i^ ^oipfpitablii 
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five. It may be thought unreasonable to require servants or laborers to 
expose themselves to the morning dews ; and yet we would not hesi- 
tate to make it a rule for every person to rise early, and in good weather 
take the morning air, and, if practicable, perform some out-door exercise 
or labor. 

The benefit to be derived from walking is promoted very much by 
the motion of the arms. This is generally uniform, alternating with the 
motion of the lower limbs, and helping to preserve the principle of 
gravity. The motion of the arms and hands is more intimately con- 
cerned with the general circulation than some are aware. Hence we 
have occasionally employed the term rotatory, as expressive of a pecu- 
W motion of the hands (both hands being rotated upon the wrist at the 
same time), which we have known performed with manifest and great 
advantage ; and particularly, as it facilitates (by w^y of the circulation) 
tb^ alvine discharge, and prevents the accumulation of fcetid gas in the 
wtOfQach and bowels. The theory of this exercise Af it may be called 
^, theory) consist^ not only in the difiiision of more blood into a particu- 
lar organ or tissue, but also in giving an additional and healthful velocity 
to the circulation. The circulation, from various causes, may become 
languid, and some local or general injury may be the consequence. It 
is the opinion of an eminent medical author, that when the circulation 
becomes languid, the nervous and lymphatic systems predominate of 
course. But more of this hereaft^. 

We shall now proceed to offer a few remarks upon the sitting and 
lying down postures. Many a student, as well as many an individual of 
a sedentary habit, finds his health materially injured by the posture of 
bending or leaning forward over a low table, and by that unnatural pos- 
^re of the body that generally takes place in using leaf chairs. It is 
manifest, from the construction of the thorax or chest, that it will not ad- 
mit of being compressed with safety. The posture of leaning forward 
upon a low table, must of course affect the circulation by way of pressure. 
We trust this remark will not be found inapplicable to the female sex, who, 
9ne would suppose, would experience a still greater injury, from any un- 
natural compression of the chest. The effect produced in this way, we 
have signified, is somewhat similar to that of wearing corsets ; the very 
naming of which, is amply sufficient to excite an apprehension of evil. 
As th^ labors of women are generally performed within doors, and 
usually in a sitting posture, it would seem incumbent upon them all to 
Hvpid the evil alluded to. It is indeed wonderful to see how extensively 
this bad posture of sitting prevails among both sexes. We cannot tell 
precisely how this matter stands in France and England and other 
^untries, hut it is certainly a reproach to us Americans. It is said, by 
Fivay of reflection upon this country, that an European geofileman seldom 
Of never leans backward in his chair. But admitting th^ this posture 
is not altogether commendable, yet as it does in a good degree secure 
the erect position (which we contend for), it cannot be very injurious Up 
^alth. As it is not within the scope ot our design to particularize, we 
ehall say nothing concerning the form of the chair, or upon the practie^ 
^ fitting cross-^gged or Qldierwis^t provide^ thp reader wiU My l^flPt 
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MpoD the reasooableiiess as well as dtgoity of sitting in the erect 
pontioD. 

In regard to lying down for rest and the nature of beds generally, and 
the form of bed^steads among us, we would suggest a few thoughts. One 
would suppose that the temporary pleasure of lying upon a high feather bed 
and under a superabundance of bed-clothing, would yield at once to the 
consideration of health and comfort. Nothing is more manifest than that 
the recumbent posture of ninety-nine out of a hundred among us, is pe- 
culiarly unnatural and injurious. Many persons place themselves^ body 
and limbs, in such a condition or posture as necessarily to produce a 
stoppage of the circulation, if not an irksome or painful state of the 
muscles. How often is this practice accompanied with broken rest, 
terrifying dreams, and consequent ill health. All beds of rest require 
but a moderate quantity of feathers ; and, in our humble opinion, the 
bedstead should be a little elevated at the head, and which is properly 
represented by a gently inclined plane. The French people, many of 
them, make use of the matrass bed to much advantage, and we cannot 
but hope that our good citizens will follow the example, and become 
wiser in that particular, and consequently rest better, rise earlier, and 
become a more healthy and hardy race. There is good reason to pro- 
mise ourselves much from the late invention of India-rubber beds, espe- 
cially as they are well adapted to the comfort of the sick and convales- 
cent. But as we have little experience in this matter, we say but 
little. 

There is scarcely anything more essential to good health, than regular 
alvine evacuations. The extent of the alimentary canal, its relations 
and connections, as well as its peculiar structure, render it an important 
subject of consideration, both in health and sickness. We are not at 
all surprised that the celebrated Broussais should make it the ground 
work of his whole system. Its structure and position manifestly render 
it liable to great and constant derangement. Although we firmly be- 
lieve, that in nine eases out of ten, proper diet and proper exercise wil) 
secure the healthy action and condition of this canal, or restore it from 
any derangement that may occur, yet the disposition and circumstances 
of many are such, that when obstructions or derangements occur in it, a 
resort to purgatives becomes advisable. All know and feel the evil of 
constipation, and Tew can fail to recognize its tendency to undermine the 
system. Accordingly we see one and another resorting to some means 
of removing the evil ; and for want of proper knowledge and piiidence, 
they often make use of the most violent and acrid purgatives. Purga- 
tives are often given (especially by quacks) for no other purpose than to 
remove the hardened and offensive Faeces. " A knowledge how to regu- 
late the alvine evacuations,'' says the immortal Hamilton, '^ constitutes 
much of the prophylactic part of medicine. It may be proper, on some 
occasions, to advise the patient to re-trace the footsteps by which be 
has deviated from simple nature ; and to court pure air, moderate exer- 
cise, and simple diet. When this does not remove costiveness, and the 
iUs whiph. proceed from it, the interposition of purgatives will be neces- 
sary.'' *^ A purgative," says one, '^ is a mediciiie which operates- mote 
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powerfully on the bowels than a laxative ; stimulating the muscular, and 
exciting increased secretion from the mucous coat." 

Much evil arises from an indiscriminate use of purgatives, and espe- 
cially from the frequent use of those that are acrid and drastic. The 
empiric has one or two sovereign purgatives, and no matter bow violent 
and acrid the stimulus ! All the virtue there is in his purgative lies in its 
sure and violent operation 1 He will also, at the same time, present 
you with a pill that is ture in its operation, and so constructed (being 
altogether vegetable) as to be free from violence or inconvenience ! 
This is a specimen oS logic somewhat of a piece with that which expels 
every fever by creating a fire that will burn out the sooner by an excess 
of stimulation ! The common mistake in regard to purgatives lies in 
not selecting that which is suited to the case, and not administering the 
proper quantity. A saline purgative is, doubtless, often to be preferred, 
but it is as important to regulate the dose of salts as any other dose. 
There b, perhaps, no one purgative, for and against which so much has 
been said and written, as cahmeL Calomel, however, is proscribed 
forever by the empiric! He calls it rank poison, and says it is sure to 
destroy both life and health. And we will grant that he is in this in- 
stance, and for once, deserving of some credit on the score of con- 
sistency. He is absolutely ignorant of the nature and proper operation 
of calomelf and therefore in his hands it becomes an edged-tool, which 
should never be in the hands of the ignorant, the prejudiced, or the 
insane. It is admitted by all wise and experienced physicians, that 
calomel should be used with great caution, and be followed at a proper 
time (except when given in very minute doses) with oil or some other 
purgative. The boweb of some persons require stronger purgatives 
than others ; and all we have to say b, that those persons should be 
doubly cautious in the use of them. 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON, MARCH 20, J839. 



DISEASES OF FEMALES.* 

Da. Churchill is know to us, and to the readers of foreign medical pe» 
riodicals, as the author of many excellent papers on midwifery subjects. 
In them he has shown himself a careful oteerver, and very able reporter 
of what comes before him. His offices of physician to a large lying-in 
charity, and of lecturer on midwifery in a medical school, have offered 
rare opportunities for observation, and a strong motive to make the very 
best use of them. Dr. Churchill has always shown in his writings that 
he has been faithful to his opportunities and duties ; and the student and 
the profession generally are now placed under new and greater obligation 

* OatUnM of Ui6 Principal Diaeaaes of Femalea. CUefly Ibr Ilia nae of Stndenta. By FlMt^ood 
OtareUU, M.D., Ac. Jto. DnbHa: 1888. 
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to him for this extended and very useful work. The medical schools of 
Dublin have done a great deal for the profession. We rejoice that so 
much advantage has been taken, in that great city, of the abundant means 
furnished for medical observation, and for advancing the art. In mid* 
wifery a vast deal has been done. Who does not feel under deep obliga- 
tion to the late Master of the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, for his excellent 
writings, and the present Master is faithfully carrying forward the labor of 
his predecessor. 

We very much like the general plan of Dr. Churchiirs work. It is 
divided into text and notes — the latter following directly below the former. 
The text contains matter of practical interest, what the student is to be 
prepared by for the exigencies of actual practice. The notes are philo- 
sophical criticisms of the contents, or doctrines in the text. They are 
very valuable. They contain, for the most part, opinions of others, more 
or less at variance with those of our author, and are given in their lan- 
guage. While, therefore, for general purposes, the volume may be well 
consulted in the text, we recommend to the student to study the notes 
with great care. He will so learn the value of what he has collected from 
the body of the work, and arrive at a juster estimate of its practical truth. 
This volume contains two parts. The first part is devoted to the dis- 
eases of the external genitals. Part second, to the diseases of the inter- 
DftI genitals, the latter being broken into sections for the greater conve* 
nience of treating the diseases of particular organs. This part, with the 
exception of about twenty pages, fills the volume. 

Dr. C. gives to his subjects the attention which their importance de- 
mands. Hence, though his book is a long one, it is truly practical. Look 
at his descriptions of disordered and diseased menstruation, states which 
require so much medical care, and which are so rarely wholly relieved. 
We have read all this with care and profit. Dr. C. describes three /or?7ti 
of menorrhagia. The third he thinks has not been before noticed. We 
extract the description. 

" The third form difiers considerably from the other two. The dis- 
charge is more profuse and its efiects more severe ; it is accompanied by 
marked alterations in the condition and relations of the uterus, occurs at a 
later period of life, and is more difificult to cure. 

** The attack is not confined to any one kind of constitution or tempera- 
ment ; it occurs in the plethoric and in the debilitated, in the melancholic 
as well as in the sanguine. I have never seen it in a patient under 40 
years of age, nor after the cessation of the catamenia. 

" The attack is preceded for some time by irregularity of the menses, 
both as to time, quantity, and the duration of each period, with occasional 
titerine leucorrhoea during the intervals. It is not until the menses have 
flowed naturally for about 24 hours that the sanguineous discharge appears. 
Large clots are then expelled, in addition to a great increase in the fluid 
discharge. At first, the attack lasts 7 or 10 days only, but in cases of 
longer standing I have occasionally known it to continue throughout 
the interval, and terminate after the next period either gradually or 
suddenly. 

" The quantity lost, varies, of course ; it is sometimes very large ; it 
was sufiicient in one case to excite fears of a fatal result. 

" The recumbent posture appears to have no efiect upon the discharge, 
there being as much observed during the night as the day. Any exertion 
or long standing never fails to increase the amount. 
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" Daring the attack the patient complains of excessive exhaustion, of a 
sense of weight in the pelvis, of a dull pain there occasionally, and of 
weakness of the loins. In all the cases I have seen, there was considera- 
ble dysuria, especially after long standing ; several, indeed, were obliged 
to lie down before they were able to evacuate the contents of the bladder 
completely. 

" The general health, of course, suffers considerably ; the appetite di- 
minishes, the tongue is clean, though pale, the bowels become constipated, 
the surface blanched, and the strength much reduced. 

" The pulse is occasionally quickened, but more generally quiet, and en- 
feebled in proportion to the loss of blood. 

** An internal examination will detect the os uteri somewhat lower io 
the pelvis, and directed more towards the sacrum, than usual. It is 
rather more patulous than in a perfectly healthy subject, even at the time 
of menstruating, and the cervix is more or less swollen, especially aote- 
riorly, where it expands into the body. It appears to be tilted forward 
by its increased weight, so as to press upon the bladder, thus affording a 
satisfactory explanation of a symptom (the dysuria) which I have noticed 
in every well-marked case of the disease. No increased heat is observed 
in the vaginal canal or about the cervix. The cervix and body of the 
uterus are generally, but not always, slightly tender on pressure. Wheo 
the finger is withdrawn, it is found covered with a sanguinolent discharge 
somewhat thinner than blood, and devoid of smell. 

" The amount of these changes will vary in different cases ; in some, 
the cervix appears the part chiefly affected ; whilst in others, the body of 
the womb, as far as the finger can reach, feels greatly swollen. The dis- 
charge seems to be always in exact proportion to the degree of uterine 
congestion.'^ 

We have seen this form of menorrhagia. We have known it in one 
case fatal, and in another it threatened life. The enlargement of the 
womb from retained clots was most striking in one case. It disappeared 
entirely. Cold astringent injections per vaginam were freely used in these 
cases, and without harm. Ergot, so much relied on in small doses by Or. 
C, was not used in any of them. 

Dr. C, in his chapters on amcTtorrA^a, says but little of a symptom of 
amenorrhoea which has been noticed in this city, and described by one of 
our ablest physicians. This symptom is dysuria. This belongs to that 
form of amenorrhcea which follows the sudden suppression of the cata- 
menia by wetting the feet, &c. Along with this symptom is frequently 
associated another, circumscribed severe soreness and pain in the abdo- 
men, somewhere in a line drawn from the umbilicus to the spine of the 
left ilium, and lastly, sudden discharges of pus from the vagina. We 
cannot but think our author must have met with this assemblage of symp- 
toms in the form of amenorrhoea referred to. Yet he speaks of it as a 
rare occurrence. We only add that the disease we allude to thus brieflyt 
is most painfuUand most lasting. 

We tnank our friend in New York for this presentation copy of Dr. 
Churchill's work, a reprint of which could hardly fail to be acceptable in 
this country. We might name others eminently worth publishing here — 
such are Montgomery on the Signs of Pregnancy, if accompanied by 
the plates — all Ingleby's midwifery writings — Kennedy's and Robertson's. 
These would form highly valuable additions to our midwifery literature, 
and could not fail to be widely purchased. 
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Monograph of the Ligneous FlanU indigerums to Ohio. — Professor Rid- 
delJ, a pattern of scientific industry, patience and learning combined, has 
completed an analytical table, which, to the botanist in that region, must 
be exceedingly valuable. He says the arrangement which he has adopted 
depends solely upon the diverse forms and characters of the leaves. " Hav- 
ing, for instance, the foliage of some wild woody vine before us, we first," 
says the professor, " see whether one or more leaves are attached to 
the same foot-stalk. If but one, the vine falls in Division I. Example — • 
Div. I., leaves simple. Class!., leaves entire on the margin." " We then 
examine the margin of the leaf and find it notched, perhaps. This cir- 
cumstance throws it into the 2d class, and being a vine, it necessarily be- 
longs to the 12th section." Not being very conversant with botanical 
pursuits, we are incapable of appreciating the labors of this indefatigable 
man in the particular department to which he is now calling the attention 
of the public; but in other branches of natural science, he has given such 
repeated evidences of high attainments, that we have a proud satisfaction 
in referring to his achievements. A number of years appear to have been 
devoted to perfecting his new method of classifying plants and testing its 
correctness, which the ingenious author fully believes will facilitate and 
simplify the delightful study of botany. 



Northern Dispensary of New York. — A correspondent, in the city of 
New 'York, has kindly presented us with the eleventh annual report of 
that uncommonly well-conducted and flourishing charity, the Northern 
Dispensary. It is totally unlike the dispensary of Boston, in this respect 
— viz., there appears to be a central depot where the poor may go for 
medical advice from 8 o'clock in the rooming till 3 P. M. Thus all pa- 
tients laboring under diseases of the eye and ear, are treated by Drs. Wal- 
lace and Blakeman — gentlemen of high professional standing m that par* 
ticular department of surgery. In diseases of the heart and lungs, Drs. 
Cammann and Borrowe ; head and bowels, Drs. Elder and Steele ; skinj 
Dr. Gunn ; women and children. Dr. Earle ; dentistry. Dr. Baldwin — ^and 
all diseases contemplated in surgery, not classified, fall to the care of Dr. 
Cairns. This is not all ; a house physician, with an assistant, has charge 
of those requiring medical attendance at their dwellings. This admira- 
bly-conducted dispensary appears to be entirely supported by the generous 
liberality of the citizens. The idea of setting apart a physician for a par- 
ticular malady, strikes us very favorably, as it pre-supposes a thorough 
knowledge of the disease, or rather, that a thorough knowledge of it will 
be acquired. Such was the Egyptian method of practising medicine, says 
Herodotus — one man prescribed for the ear, another for the eye, and an- 
other for the teeth. Such is manifestly the tendency in our times, in the 
great cities, and it is the only way of becoming eminently qualified for 
rendering the best professional services — ^to learn to do one thing as well 
as it can be done. 



Dr, HuU^s Utero-abdoTninal Supporter. — We are gratified to notice that 
this instrument has received the sanction of very many medical men in 
Europe as well as in America ; and from its undeniable success, has proved 
itself a truly valuable surgical expedient in cases for which it is so well 
contrived. Having repeatedly called the attention of physicians to* 
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this subject, it seems almost unnecessary to urge it further upon their 
consideration. 

Medical Institution of Yale College, — The committee to examine can- 
didates for medical degrees and licenses, convened in the Medical Institu- 
tion of Yale College, on Wednesday, February 27, and continued in ses- 
sion until March 1. Present, on the part of the Connecticut Medical So- 
ciety, Dr. Silas Fuller, President of the Society, and Drs. Thomas Miner, 
Luther Ticknor, Dyar T. Brainard and Earl Swift, and, on the part of the 
College, the six medical professors. 

The following gentlemen, being^ found duly qualified on examination, 
were admitted to the Degree of Doctor in Medicine, by the President of 
the College, viz. : 

Ebenezer Bingham Allen, Lisbon ; Shubael Fitch Bartlett, East Wind- 
sor ; Horatio Bryant, New Haven ; Elijah Wells Clark, Welhersfield ; 
Henry Gassett Davis, Worcester, Mass. ; Joseph Durfey, Groton ; Asa 
Witier Fuller, Lisbon ; Otis Deming Goodrich, New Haven ; James Law- 
rence Hall, Litchfield; AUyn Merriam Hungerford, Watertown; De Witt 
Clinton Javne, Florida, N. Y, ; Joao Francisco Lima, Maraham, Brazil, 
S. A. ; Siclney Haskell Lyman, Warren ; Augustus Mitchell, Portland, 
Me. ; Nathan Strong Perry, Sharon ; Benjamin Franklin Smith, Water- 
ford ; and William Wickham Welch, Norfolk. 

The following, being found qualified for Licenses to practise physic and 
surgery, received diplomas from the President of the Connecticut Medi- 
<*i Society, viz. : 

Josias Byles, Griswold ; and Ebenezer Clark Smith, Washington. 

An able and interesting address to the candidates was delivered, on the 
day previous to the examination, in presence of a large audience, by 
Thomas Miner, M.D., a member of the board of examination, and late 
President of the Connecticut Medical Society. 



A Physiological Phenomenon^ or the Snake Man ; Robert H, Copeland. 
— This most singular being, perhaps, has not a parallel in medical history. 
He is now about 29 years old, of ordinary stature and intellect. His de- 
formities and physical peculiarities are owing to a fright his mother re* 
ceived from a large rattle snake attempting to bite her, about the sixth 
month of pregnancy. For several minutes, after the snake struck dt her, 
she believed herself bitten just above the ankle ; and so powerfully was 
her mind afiected, that, when she was delivered, the child's will was found 
to have no control over his right arm and right leg, which are smaller 
than his left extremities. He can use his right leg now sufficiently to 
walk in a hobbling manner, but cannot retain it stationary without the aid 
of the weight of his body. His right hand has the usual number of fin- 
ffers, but they are smaller than those of his left hand. The wrist-joint is 
looser than usual, and his hand stands at an angle with his arm. His 
front teeth are somewhat pointed, and incline backward, like the fangs of 
a snake. The ri^ht side of his face is sensibly afiected ; his mouth is 
drawn considerably farther on the left side ; his right eye squints, has 
several deep grooves radiated from it, and has a very singular appearance, 
much resembling a snake. But perhaps the most extraordinary circum* 
stance on record is, that his right arm, when not restrained, will draw the 
lower part to about a right angle with the upper, and sometimes two or 
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three, but most commonly only the fore finger, will project, curved at the 
first joint, much resembling a snake's head and neck, when in the atti- 
tude of striking; and the whole arm will strike at an object with all the 
▼enom of a snake, and precisely in the same manner, for two or three and 
sometimes for four or five strokes, and then the arm assumes a vibratory 
motion, will coil up and apply itself close against his body. During this 
period his right foot and leg become excited, and if not restrained, will 
strike also. His face is also excited ; the angle of his mouth is drawn 
backward, and his eye snaps more or less, in unison with the strokes of 
his hand, whilst his lips are always separated, exposing his teeth, which, 
being somewhat pointed like the fangs of a snake, causes his whole visage 
to assume a peculiar and snaky aspect. During infancy and childhood, 
the whole shape of the snake, even to its fangs, was printed on the ante- 
rior of his leg ; but as he grew up it became gradually obliterated, till now 
there is only a small depression where the snake's head was imprinted. 
The sight of a snake fills him with horror, and an instinctive feeling of 
revenge ; and he is more excitable during the season of snakes ; and even 
conversation concerning them excites him, and his arm appears more 
anxious to strike than when no such conversation is going on. All the 
above phenomena are perfectly independent of his will, as hundreds can 
testify who were acquainted with him long before he had any idea of ex- 
hibiting himself publicly. This singlar being was born in Carolina, and 
moved to Georgia in the year 1829, where he has since remained, per- 
forming such labor as he could with one hand, and by unremitting exer- 
tions has maintained his wife and an increasing family. His physical pe- 
culiarities being considered only in the light of a common deformity, he 
never thought of exhibiting himself publicly, till it was suggested to him 
by a medical friend in 1837. — SoiUhern Med, and Surg, Jour. 

The names of eight physicians and others are attached to the above 
account, certifying that it is substantially true. 



Medical Miscellany, — Dr. Miner's address to the candidates for degrees 
and licenses in the Medical Institution of Yale College, just published, 
should be read by every pupil in the country — it contains good advice in 
a compact form — the contemplations of a sage, with the wisdom of a 
Christian philosopher. — There were 146 interments in New York, last 
week — ^men, 41 ; women, 29 ; boys, 44 ; girls 32. — No. 12, of a new 
Thomsonian Journal, called the Lobelia Advocate, has appeared at Balti- 
more. At the present rate of multiplication, the believers in the Thom- 
sonian faree of physic will have a paper a-piece.— The treasurer of the 
Eye and Ear Infirmary, in Boston, acknowledges a donation of one hun- 
dred dollars from the Hon. Daniel Waldo, of Worcester, Mass. — Dr.' 
Eleazer Balfour has been appointed Surgeon of the Marine Hospital, at 
Baltimore, in place of Dr. Robert Stark, deceased. — The deaths in Cin- 
cinnati, in 1838, were 1356 — ^more than one half being children under five 
years of age. 

I — .-____^__-__--_-— — — — — — ^— — — — — — 

To CoRRKSPorcDKNTs. — ^The dissertation on Anemia, and the papers of Drs* 
Reynolds and Palmer, are on file for publication. 

WlMto wimber of deaths to BMton Ant Uie week ending March ICL 87. Malea, 16-lhmaIea, 19. 

or oonaiimptlon, 6— inAammaUon of Uie lancih 1— ^croflila, 1— croop. S— conYuMona, S— dropiy 
0m Ike brain, S--acarlet fever, 4— «ramp In the atomach, l--oid age, 1— inilammatlon of Uie brain, 1— 
kBf kfftt, l—chronle dlanhva, 1— flta, 1— canker In the throat, 1— drowned, l->intemperance, 1— 
JlMMi or the brain, l^naraimna, 1-chlM-bed, l^pAlay, 1— canker laah, 1— paralytic, l-^tnibon, 1. 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



100 Medical AdtefUsements. 

OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, 

Founded on the Philosophy of the Human Economy in Heidth and in Disease, in 9 Parte. By Joseph 
A. Oallap, M.D., author of Sketches of Epidemic Diseases in the State of Vermont, late Professor of 
Theory and Practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine, and of the Clinical School of Medidne, 
Ex-president of the Vermont Medical Society, Hon. Member of the Medical Society of the Slate of 
New York, Ac. ft vols. 8yo., pp. 876. 

"As the writer'has been chiefly induced to undertake the labor of the above work, in consequence 
of two very courteous memorials addressed to him firom all the students present of two classes at dif- 
ferent medical institutions, requesting a publication of his lectures, or the principles embraced in 
them, he has presumed, with respectftil regards, to present these outlines to the Siudente of Medicine 
la the United States, with a hope of their being In some measure useful to the Science of Medicine.** 

Extract of a Letter from Profenor J, W. t^anciM^ -M.i^.— " Having read the manuscript of Dr. 
Gallup, on the lustituies of Medicine,! am free to remark, that it is the result of great research, and long 
and extensive medical experience. The author, while occupied as an observer, has recorded his infe- 
rences, with the praiseworthy design of adding to the stock of sound practical information. His book 
will be read for the originality and excellence of many of his views, and the masculine development of 
the writer's reflections. It will deserve and flnd a place in the library of the student, and be oA«a 
consulted by the medical practitioner with advantage. 
"JVewyor-fc, 1838." 

4ast pabllshed by OTIS, BROADERS A CO., 180 Washington straet, Boston. M 90. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tmb subscribers are associated for the purpose uf giving a complete course of medical Inatrnction. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral ilnspital. They will be iidiniited, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which con- 
stantly presents a large number orimtiortani c!i«e«, and where opportunities will be aflbrded fcr a^ 
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be furnished 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instjuction by exami- 
nations or lectures will be given In the different branches of medical studies, during the Interval b*- 
Cween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lighte, will be furnished 
Co the students at the expense of the inslructers. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNIN6, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31~eptf GEORGE W. OTTS, Jt, 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

SCHOOL FOR MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

T is Subscribers propose establishing a private Medical School, to go'into operation the firat of Sep- 
toiobor next. The atlvaiitages of the Massachusetts General Hospital and other public institutions 
will be secured to the pupils ; and every aiiainuble facility will be afforded for anatomical pursuits. 

Regular oral instruotious and examinations in all the branches of the profession, will form a part 
of the plan intended to be pursued. 

Ou the Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica, by - - - Da. Bioslow. 
On Anatomy and Surgery, by ........ Di^. Revnolds. 

On Midwifery and Chemistry, by--.-..- Da. SToaca. 
On Physiology and Patbulogy, by -•--.>.. Da. Holmki. 
Dissections will be carried on throughout the year, and a course of Lectures on Practical Anatomy 
and Surgery will be given In the interval between the Medical Lectures of Harvard University. 

A room will be provided in a central part of the city, with all the conveniences required by atn- 
dents. JACOB BIGELOW, 

EDWARD REYNOLDS, 
Boston; August 17, 1838. D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 

Aug 29-ep3m OLIVER W. HOLMES. 

MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

The subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving Medical Instruction. Students will be 
admitted to the medical and surgical departments of the Massachusetts General Hofpital, may see 
ciises in one of the Dispensary Districts, and have abundant opportunities for observing* the smallpox 
anJ varioloid diseases. They will receive clinical instruction upon the cases which they wltrieea, 
and during the Interval of the regular lectures at the College, they will receive instrneilon by lec- 
tures and recitations upon the various departments of medical science. Ample opportunities will 
be aff.trded for the cultivation of Practical Anatomy. They have access to a large library, and are 
provided with a study, free of expense. 
Applications may be made to either of the subscribers. M. S. PERRY, M.D. 

H. I. B0WD1TCH, M.D. 
J. V. C. SMITH, M.D. 
July 35-eoptN— emtJy H. 6. WILEY, M.D. 

'- SITUATION 

A YOUiTO PHYMICI4N, in a town about 18 miles from Worcester, wishes to sell flrom two to three hatt^ 
dred dollars worth of personal properly, consisting of a horse, gig, medlq^ne, dec. ; and emigrate. 
Town contains about aoOO inhabitants— two reliirious societies, and good schools through the year. A 
letter to the editor of the Journal, post-paid, will direct to the town and physician, of whom the con- 
ditions and any particulars may be obtained. M 6— 4teop. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is pubUshed every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must bto 
addressed, post paid. It la also published In Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There an two 
volumes eaeh year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $8,00 a year In advance, $8,50 alter tUfM 
montha, or 64,00 If not paid within the year. Twb eoplee t^ the tame addrMi^ fbr $5.00 ayear,!^ 
^vttic^. Orders from a dlstanee Moit be'adeomipHiiWtf Dy )^iyin»nf liif MfMce o# iM«i«f(Nt tm 

-^ti. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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A DISSERTATION ON ANiEMlA. 

BY A PBTSICIlir OF RHODB ISLAHD. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir, — Several times, in the course of the last year, I have seen an in* 
quiry in your Journal for some information respecting that disease which 
was proposed by the Fiske Fund Trustees for a prize essay, and which 
we have denominated Anamia ; but as nothing has transpired or has 
been published in the Journal on the subject, it is presumed that nothing 
worthy of a prize medal or of publication, has been written on the disease. 
Therefore, if you think the following hastily written essay worthy of a 
place in your Journal, you are at liberty to publish it. 

Respectfully, fac. F. 

^^ What are the causes and nature of that disorder, often incident to 
puerperal wometiy characterized by inJUmmation and tuceraiian of the 
mucous membranes of the mouth and fauces, anoreccia, emaciation and 
diarrhea, and whim frequently terminates fatally ; and tohat is the but 
mode of treatment to be employed therein V^ 

This disease is the Dyspepsia Anamia of Dr. Young, the Marasmus 
Anamia of Dr. Good, and is placed by the latter in his third Class, 
Diseases of the Sanguineous Functions, 4th Order, Cachexies. 

Either of these names is appropriate to the dbease, inasmuch as 
each of them embraces two of the attending symptoms ; but dyspepsia 
being one of the first and most prominent symptoms, some pbysiciaof 
will prefer the name given to the disease by Dr. Voung. 

Aniemia is the opposite of plethora, and may be defined, " A defi* 
cieiM^y of blood in the whole body, not proceeding from natural or arti- 
ficial haemorrhage, giving rise to a waxy, bloodless state of the counte- 
nance and surface, emaciation, feeble quick pulse, and great languor and 
debility." Bloodlessness is a rare disease in the interior of the country, 
among the laborious peasantry, who are almost all the day in the opea 
air. Puerperal women, likewise, beyond the influence of the sea air, 
are rarely afflicted with it ; but yet, it b sometimes observed in connec- 
tion with chlorosis, and in its local forms, throughout the whole country. 
But in the following observations we shall treat of general anflemia only. 

The blood circulating through the system may be deficient in its 
quality or quantity, and in a due proportion of red globules. In many 
CMOS where the blood is deficient in quantity, the red partides are stilt 
moce lemaricably diminished, being insufficint to give the bkxMl its 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



102 A Dissertation on Axutmia. 

usual scarlet color. General anaemia soroetimes appears as a primary 
disease, but is often symptomatic of some pressure or lesion of the ves- 
sels whicli convey the chyle or nutritious fluids into the blood ; or it 
may originate in a morbid action of those organs which are concerned 
in the processes of sanguification, which last is perhaps the most com- 
mo.n cause in puerperal women. 

The dyspeptic symptoms often attending a state of gestation are so 
much increased in some individuals, and the stomach becomes so irrita- 
ble, that almost all the food whicli is taken is soon afterwards rejected ; 
hence this is one of the sources of want of nourishment and a defi- 
ciency of blood. Another source of deficient nourishment may be 
sought for in a want of vital power, and a debility or a depressed state 
of the digestive organs themselves, or the nerves with which they are 
supplied, a torpid state of the organic class of nerves being frequentlv 
antecedent to this particular state of digestion, assimilation, and sangui- 
fication. The influence of the sun's rays upon both vegetables and ani- 
mals, is well known. The gardener etoilates his cellery by covering 
it from the light of the sun. This proves that the circulating process 
in vegetables cannot be duly performed without exposure to both light 
and air ; and it is extremely probable that when a person is excluded 
from the light of the sun, and confined to a damp malarious situation, 
constantly breathing an unwholesome air, the organic class of nerves 
are deprived of their accustomed salutary stimuli, and no longer pro- 
perly assist the chylification and sanguifying process. The genial in- 
fluence of the sun promotes all the vital actions, especially those of or- 
ganic life — the aged feel the influence of its beams, and the young are 
stimulated to new vigor — and the hybernating animals awake from their 
long wintry sleep. But persons confined in deep mines, entirely ex- 
cluded from the sun's rays, and constantly respiring the confined, un- 
wholesome air usually present in such locations, are very subject to 
anaemia. 

In the 9th vol. of the " Journal de Midedne,^^ by Professor Halle, 
of Paris, mention is made, by M. Chomel, of the workmen employed in 
a coal mine, at Aurain, being nearly all aflfected with the disease. *' It 
commenced with violent colicky pains in the stomach and bowels, pal- 
pitations, dyspnoea, diminution of strength, distention of the abdomen, 
flatulence, blackish green stools, followed in the course of ten or twelve 
days with a waxy, bombycinous, bloodless appearance of the counte- 
nance ; walking was accompanied with great fatigue, and performed with 
much diflSctilty ; the face became swollen, and palpitations of the heart, 
causing extreme anxiety, succeeded by copious perspiration, took place. 
These symptoms continued for a year or more, attended with extreme 
emaciation. At length a recurrence of the original symptoms took 
place, with violent headache, intolerance of light and sound, and fre- 
quent syncope, pain and distention of the bowels and purulent stools, 
when death soon closed the scene." " Out of fifty who had the disease, 
none were perfectly cured, and three died. In a post-mortem examina- 
tion of one of them, all the large bloodvessels were found nearly empty, 
pidntaiaing only 4 small quantity of light-colored serum, without any mix- 
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lure of red globules. The liver was small, and did not project beyond the 
ribs ; it was soft and pliable in every part, was of a pale-yellow color, 
both externally and in its substance, which was soft and unctuous to the 
touch. The gall-bladder was half full of bile, of the color of the yolk 
of an egg ; and when analyzed was found to contain much coagulable 
albumen. The spleen was small and softer than ordinary ; and the 
liquor which flowed from it, as it generally is, was red like the dregs of 
red wine." " The stomach, when opened, was found half full of a 
liquor resembling the dregs of wine. The duodenum and jejunum were 
lined with a mucus of a similar color ; and when the mucus was removed, 
the membrane, boih in the stomach and intestines, in all their extent, 
appeared white and sound." Surely the above cannot be the condition 
of the bowels in those cases attended with a dysentery or purulent 
dejections. 

According to our experience and observations, general anaemia does 
not take place unless preceded by a morbid condition of some of the or- 
gans concerned in the process of chylification, and the formation of the 
blood. When the functions of the liver, spleen or pancreas, are in part 
or wholly suspended, the digestive powers of the stomach are enfeebled, 
and anaemia, more or less severe, follows. 

Chlorosis may be regarded as the mildest form of the general disease ; 
and if we take into consideration the attending symptoms, we shall most 
certainly arrive at the conclusion, '' that all the organic functions, those 
of digestion, assimilation, sanguification, nutrition, and generation, are in- 
adequately performed. 

Many physiologists suppose that the lungs, in addition to their office 
of converting venous into arterial blood, exert an assimilating influence 
upon the absorbed chyle and lymph which the venous blood contains. 
Perhaps this opinion is correct. But yet the process must be considered 
a vital one, caused by the direct influence of the nervous system upon 
the blood. "Professor Myers found that when both pneumogastric 
nerves were tied, the blood coagulated in all the pulmonary vessels, the 
coloring matter being separated from the fibrine ; and that this change 
was not the consequence of death, but its antecedent, since it was uni- 
formly found upon opening the bodies the moment they expired. M. 
Dupuytren had previously ascertained, that a simple division of the 
pneumogastric nerves prevented the venous from being converted into 
arterial blood in the lungs. M. Dupuy found that when the pneumo- 
gastric nerves were divided in the cervical region, in horses, the quantity 
of fibrine in the blood became progressively diminished to a very re- 
markable extent ; and that a similar result followed laborious breathing 
in diseases, and that the blood throughout the animal was entirely dis- 
solved after the pneumogastric nerves bad been divided. A severe blow 
over the cocliac ganglion will produce instant death, and the blood will 
remain dissolved, and exhibit the same appearances as after death by 
lightning and the most violent poisons. These remarkable changes can 
only be eflfected by the organic or ganglial class of nerves, by the cen- 
tral source of vital power upon the vascular system, and by the eflTect 
thereby produced upon the blood.''— Gip2orui'« Mtd, Dict.^ p. 193-4* 

Digitized by VjOOQiC — 



104 A DUseriation on Anamia. 

But though the blood may become purified, and receive an additional 
principle in its circulation through the lungs, yet in our opinion other 
organs are as nouch or more concerned in the process of sanguification. 

" It is the opinion of some writers, that the bile is poured out into the 
duodenum, that it may be blended with the chyme, and by producing 
chemical changes in it, convert it into chyle. In order to arrive at some 
satisfactory conclusion on this point. Sir Benjamin Brodie applied a liga- 
ture round the choledochus ductus of an animal, so as completely to pre- 
vent the bile entering the intestine, and then noted the effects produced 
on digestion of the food which the animal had swallowed, either imme- 
diately before or immediately after the operation. The experiment was 
repeated several times, and the results were uniform. When an animal 
swallows solid food, the first change which it undergoes is that of solu- 
tion in the stomach. In this state of solution it is denominated chyme* 
The appearance of the chyme varies according to the nature of the 
food. For instance, in the stomach of a cat the lean and muscular part 
of animal food is converted into a brown fluid of the consistence of thin 
'Cream ; whibt milk is first separated into its two constituent parts of 
coagulum and whey, the former of which is afterwards re-dissolved, and 
the whole converted into a fluid substance, with very minute portions <^ 
albumen floating in it. Under ordinary circumstances, the chyme, 
as soon as it enters the duodenum, assumes the character of chyle. 
Tbe latter is seen mixed with excrementitious matter in the btestines, 
and in its pure state ascending the lacteal vessels. Nothing like chyle 
is ever found in the stomach ; and Dr. Prout, whose attention has been 
much directed to the chemical examination of these fluids, has ascer- 
tained that albumen, which is the principal component of chyle, is never 
to be discovered higher than the pylorus. Now in my experiments, 
which were made chiefly on young cats, where the ligature had been so 
applied as to obstruct the choledochus ductus, the first of these processes, 
namely, the production of chyme in tbe stomach, took place as usual ; 
but the second, namely, the conversion of chyme into chyle, was invaria- 
bly and completely interrupted. Not the smallest trace of chyle was 
perceptible either in the intestines or lacteals. The former contained a 
semifluid substance, resembling the chyme found in the stomach, with this 
difference, however, that it became of a thicker consistence in propor- 
tion as it was at a greater distance from the stomach ; and that, as it ap- 
proached the termination of the ileum in the coecum, the fluid part of 
it had altogether disappeared, and there remained only a solid substance, 
difllering in its appearance from ordinary faeces. The lacteals contained 
a transparent fluid, which 1 suppose consisted partly of lymph, and 
.partly of the more fluid parts ol the chyme which had become ab- 
sorbed." — Journal of the Sciences and the ArtSy No. 28. 

From the above experiments it is apparent that chylification dep^ds 
upon a healthy secretion of the liver, and hence one cause of deficient 
nourishment arises from a morbid or a deficient secretion of the biliarj 
organs. The fact has also been sufficiently established that the liver 
assists the lungs in freeing the blood from the carbon which it bas im- 
bibod in the course of the circulation duo^gb the system. 
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The spleen is considered by most writers subservient in its functions 
to those of the liver. " Hewson believed it to be destined to the elabo- 
ration of the globules of the blood. Tiedeinann and Gmelin are of 
opinion that it is intimately connected with the absorbent system, and 
that it assists the process of sanguification." "The blood of dogs de- 
prived of the spleen is found to run speedily into putrefaction. Hence 
Schmidt considers that the spleen is concerned in the preparation and 
assimilation of the elements of the blood. Professors Tiedemann and 
Gmelin maintain that the spleen secretes a reddish coagulating lymph from 
the arterial blood, which secretion is conveyed by the absorbents to the 
thoracic duct, where it mixes with the chyle and renders it similar to the 
Uood. This inference they think is proved by the chyle assuming a 
red color in the ductus thoracicus, and that when this coagulable lymph 
was prevented from reaching the duct, this change did not take place. 
Hence they argue that the gradual change of chyle into blood is the 
consequence of passing through the mesenteric glands, and of the adr 
mixture of the reddish coagulable lymph supplied by the absorbents of 
the spleen." — Bicherarul^s Physiology^ Note JV. 

"M. Fallot observes, that it is certainly known to every expe- 
rienced physician, that when the spleen has been diseased for any length 
of time, a dyscrasis of the circulating fluids is almost invariably 
induced." 

We add Dr. Johnson's comment upon M. Fallot's paper. ** It is not 
quite easy to determine whether the dyscrasis of the circulating fluids is 
owing to the morbid state of the spleen, or whether the converse of the 
proposition be true. However this may be, the constitutional symp** 
toms usually associated with chronic enlargement of the spleen are these 
—general debility, paleness and deficiency of red blood in the capilla- 
ries ; the conjunctivae are pale and bloodless, sclerotic® are of a pearly- 
blue color, and the complexion is waxy as in chlorosis. If the disease 
has existed for any length of time, the extremities are apt to be cold, and 
the skin is pale and dry, shrivelled, and often furfuraceous. Adults do 
not suffer so much from enlargement as children do. In young subjects 
it is very apt to induce an incurable marasmus ; whereas we not infre- 
quently observe that, with adults, it may exist for a length of time without 
being attended with serious disturbance of the constitution. Does not 
this difference seem to mdicate that this viscus is probably more or leas 
directly connected with the formation of the blood? 

** Patients affected with vascular engorgements of the spleen are very 
prone to foul sloughing ulcers, from slight wounds or bruises ; and all 
restorative processes are observed to be very tardily and imperfectly 

Erfimued. The blood of such patients is always more or less un- 
althy ; sometimes it coagulates only imperfectly, and no serum is 
separated ; in other cases the cruor is black, soft, and does not assume a 
florid hue on the surface from the contact of the air. In short, not a few 
of the attributes or symptoms of genuine scorbutis are found in many 
cases of enlarged spleen. There is a tendency to haemorrhage from 
slight wounds or ulcers ; punctures and abrasions of the skin are apt to 
ubsnte ; the gums become gangrenous and the teeth fall out, and iha 
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alveoli become carious. Hsmoptysis and hematemesis are not iDfre- 
quent occurrences. The functions of the stomach and bowels, too, are 
almost always disturbed ; the food being not properly digested or assimi- 
lated, and the alvine evacuations irregular and unhealthy. In the ad- 
vanced stage of the disease, dysentery or some form of dropsy usually 
supervenes." — Johnson^s Review^ Vol. 30, p. 535. 

The foregoing observations respecting the office of the lungs, liver, 
spleen, pneumogastric and organic nerves, in the process of sanguification, 
are deemed important in order to establish a correct pathology of this 
obscure disease, that will lead to a judicious and successful treatment. 
The first link in the chain of morbid action in aniemia, as we think, 
commences in an organic disorder, or in a functionalderangement, of one 
or of all these organs. That the functions of the liver are deranged, is 
proved by the appearance of the vitiated bile in the dejections ; and 
generally on inspecting the region of the spleen, that organ will be 
found enlarged at the commencement of the disease. The functions of 
the stomach are always more or less deranged ; but whether it precedes 
or follows the morbid condition of the other organs, yet remains to be 
determined. 

Symptoms. — ^In the foregoing remarks nearly all the symptoms of 
anemia have been noticed, but it may not be improper briefly to enu- 
merate them in this place. Among the first symptoms are a loathing of 
food ; a costive state of the bowels, or the reverse ; dyspepsia ; acid 
eructations ; nausea ; flatulence ; borborygma ; small, feeble and irregular 
pulse, easily excited by emotions of the mind ; the patient is languid, 
very weak and feeble, and feels a sense of sinking and fainting on as- 
suming the erect posture, which is followed by palpitations. Soon the 
countenance assumes either a bombycinous, or a pale, waxy, blanched 
appearance; the veins of the skin are scarcely seen, and, when emptied 
by pressure, fill again very slowly. The tongue, lips, and inside of the 
mouth, are pale, and the conjunctiva is bloodless. The respiration be- 
comes short, oppressed, hurried, sometimes with gasping, irregular con- 
vulsive movements, tremors, and swelling of the feet and ankles. In this 
state the patient may be carried off by convulsions, by syncope, and by 
suddenly assuming the erect posture, or sink with the symptoms of ex- 
haustk)n, or effusion of water on the brain, lungs, or into the pericar- 
dium. Bloodjessness, or a deficiency of red globules in the blood, and 
the visceral disorders already mentioned, give rise to various affections, 
both organic and functional. That anaemia should be complicated with 
certain chronic affections of the lungs, liver, spleen, pancreas, mesen- 
teric glands, absorbent system, chlorosis, fcc, may be anticipated ; and 
that it should give rise to dropsical efiusions, diarrhoea and dysentery, 
need not surprise us, since there is a diminished tone of the exhalents 
and absorbents, and a deficiency, or a weak, thin state of the blood, the 
crasis of which is much reduced, and there is a more rapid circulation 
of the small quantity remaining in the bloodvessels. 

A moderate degree of anaemia will often give rise to various func- 
tional derangements, such as palpitations, hysterical and epileptic con vul- 
JiooSy syncope, nervous tremors resembling chorea, nausea and vomiting 
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oT an extremely acid and acrid substance^ headache, diarrhoea^ dysen- 
teiy, leuco-phleginatic swellings, doughy countenance, gastralgia^ colic 
pains, weak digestion, vermination, softening of the internal viscera, and 
rapid emaciation. 

But there are other symptoms which, perhaps, are more distressing 
than any which have been enumerated. We allude to the distressing 
cardialgia, or burning sensation of the stomach, which perhaps results 
from the morbid secretions of the liver and pancreas being thrown into 
the stomach during the retching and vomiting ; inSammaiion, excoriation, 
or ulceration of the mucous membrane follows, which gradually exiend- 
mg upwards, fixes upon the mucous membranes of the mouth and fau- 
ces, and eventually produces small pimples of the size of mustard seed, 
on the tip and edges of the tongue, and on the inside of the cheeks and 
the verge of the curtain. The pimples are attended with a fiery red- 
ness of the part, and both the pimples and redness gradually enlarge 
and spread until the whole mouth and fauces are covered with the 
inflammation and ulcerated pimples, which increase in violence until 
sloughing, and such a tenderness and rawness of the mouth ensue, that 
stimulating drinks or solid food cannot be taken into the mouth without 
producing great pain and smarting. During the continuance of the sore 
mouth, there is an incessant flow of saliva, w^hich has an offensive odor, 
and a putrid, saltish taste. When the mouth becomes very sore, the 
burning sensation in the stomach is almost entirely removed ; but if re- 
pellants are applied to the mouth and fauces, and the ulceration is there- 
by healed, the stomach is again attacked with the same distressing symp- 
toms as at first. 

But sometimes the acrid secretions, acting upon the nuicous mem- 
branes of the bowels, cause a diarrlioea, or a dysentery of the most in- 
tractable kind. Swallowing the saliva during the continuance of the 
sore mouth will also produce the same distressing affection of the bowels. 
But whenever one part of the digestive tube is severely affected, other 
portions, previously implicated, are relieved, and the diseased actitn 
often successively passes through every portion of the primae viae. 
These symptoms continuing week after week, gradually undermine the 
general health, and the countenance becomes sallow and cadaverous. 
The burning at the stomach is accompanied w^ith acid eructations, and 
often with a vomiting of acrid phlegm, which, together with the purging, 
rapidly reduce the strength and emaciate the body. After some time 
the disease ceases, as if it had worn itself out; but the favorable symp- 
toms are delusive, for there is not vigor enough in the constitution to 
heal the ulcerations, and the original cause continuing to act, fresh exa- 
cerbations take place, and all the symptoms become much aggravated, 
and are accompanied with a fearful despondency. The acrid matter 
makes frequent translations from the mouth to the stomach and bowels, 
and from them to the mouth again, until at length the patient is reduced 
to almost a complete skeleton, and under the persevenng attacks of the 
disease, sinks, bloodless and exhausted, to the grave. 

This disease, and the symptoms attending it, so much resemble the 
chronic iht^h^ that anamia has beeix |[ni3taken for it. Such a mistake. 
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faowever, might be pardoned, for it is not yet decided whether the ane- 
mia is the efiect or the cause of the aphtha chnmica ; although most 
writers consider every species of aphthae symptomatic of some previous 

disease. 

(To IM eontloued.) 



SCARLATINA. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sib, — ^I have been pleased to observe that you have several times, of 
late, called the attention of the faculty to the subject of scarlet fever. 
I hope you will continue your calls, until their attention shall be tho« 
roughly aroused. I address you at this time to make two or three in- 
quiries ; and I do this for the purpose of directing attention to a point 
which I fear has not received sufficient attention in this country. Seve- 
ral European writers have noticed the combination to which my inquiries 
refer, but I am not aware that much observation has been directed to it 
in this country. 

Before propounding my inquiries, I will remark that I have never ob- 
served those inconveniences resulting from the use of tartarized anti- 
mony, in this disease, which have induced Professor Cross to condemn 
it in such decided terms. On the other hand I have used it freely, and 
should my success continue as great as it has hitherto done, I shall certainly 
continue its use. Seven years ago I attended, in one autumn and winter, 
seventy-six cases, and only one of them terminated fatally. My treat- 
ment consisted chiefly in the free use of calomel, small doses of ant. 
tart., with occasional emetics of the same, and opiates as they were re- 
quired. Such small doses of opium as are useful in allaying the irrita- 
tion of the system, will be sufficient, in most cases, to counteract the 
tendency of the antimony to run off by the bowels. This fact seems to 
have been overlooked by the professor. 

The inquiries which I wish to propose, are the following. Does 
cyn8\nche maligna run into c. trachealis ? In other words, does the in- 
flammation extend from the tonsils and fauces to the larynx, trachea, 
and even to the bronchial tubes ? If it does, in what proportion of the 
fatal cases does the inflammation thus extend ? Does c. maligna often 
prove fatal, in the acute stage, without exhibiting decided symptoms of 
c. trachealis ? Does the tendency to this extension of the inflammation 
depend upon any appreciable circumstance, as the state of the atmos- 
phere, season of the year, local causes, he. ? If it should be decided 
by observation that the inflammation does frequently extend to the 
trachea and its branches, and especially that this is true in a large pro- 
portion of the fatal cases, will this lead to any modiflcation of the treat- 
ment of cynanche maligna ? 

Should these inquiries turn the attention of observers to this point, 
and especially should they lead those who have made observations rela* 
live to it, to communicate them, my purpose will be answered. 

X ours, respectfully, 

Oloucesterf Mass., March 15thy 1839, Joseph Retnolds. 
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POISON NOT POISON. 

[Oomnmaiettad for tba Boston Medical and flarglcal Joarnal.] 

I HAVE been much interested, Mr. Eklitor, m the controversy about Dr. 
Holyoke, and especially by the manner in which the subject has been 
handled by Dr. reirson. That gentleman has surely acquitted himself 
nobly, and proved himself a workman in the cause of temperance that 
" needeth not to be ashamed." 

And yet there is one thing in his article in your paper of the 13lh, 
which is rather puzzling. " A man," says the doctor, " may take poi- 
son, and not be poisoned." What does he mean ? Do you know, Mr. 
Editor ? 1 can hardly expect Dr. P. to reply ; but really, 1 wish some- 
body would relieve my mind on the subject. 

He cannot, of course, mean to say that a man may take poison and 
bold it in his hand, a short time, and yet not be poisoned ; for every 
one knows that. Nor can he mean to say that the application of poi- 
sonous substances to the cuticle, especially of a part of the body which 
does not absorb, is uninjurious ; for that would be to assert what is also 
well known. Nor can he mean that to swallow poison enclosed and 
concealed from the lining membrane of the mouth, cesophagus and sto- 
mach, and by means of an emetic, or otherwise, to throw it up again im- 
mediately, does not poison ; for this is sufficiently obvious. What, then 
—I repeat the question, for it seems to me an important one— does 
he mean ? 

Perhaps you will direct me to Dr. P.'s own remark in the same sen- 
tence with the former, as an explanation of his meaning. ^^ The prus- 
sic acid," says he, ^' in a peach leaf or bitter almond may be used to 
flavor a custard with as little danger as rose water." 

Such remarks — assertions, rather, for they are unsupported by facts 
«^o not satisfy me. Can it be seriously believed that prussic acid, 
in contact with the mucous membrane of the stomach, in the lacteals, 
in the heart and bloodvessels, in the lungs, and even in the brain itself^ 
in any degree, however small, is as innocent as " rose water ?" Dr. 
P. himself may possibly believe it, but I do not ; neither do I think very 
many of his other readers will. Can he prove what he affirms ? 

If it can be proved, how ? Analogy is against it. Facts are against 
iu Common sense is against it. Dr. P.'s own concessions are against 
it. Does he not profess to believe, with Sir Anthony Carlisle, that 
'^ most aged persons die of actual disease in organs not worn out by the 
length of time they have been performing their functions ?" Does he 
not say that *^ the diseased alterations of every organ must have a cause 
connected with the exercise of the function of that organ ?" Pray, 
then, what are the causes of diseased organs in old men ? I was going 
to ask, what could have been the cause of the appearance of Dr. 
Holyoke's stomach, since he did nothing to injure it, unless it were by 
taking small doses of poison ; but the doctor has been harassed on that 
subject so long, that I forbear. I will only add that I should like ex- 
ceeitingly to understand the proofe of the position that " a man may 
take pmson " into bis system ** and not be poisoned ;" or, in other words, 
Hat paiion i$ not paiion. A. 
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CAUSES OF DISORDERED STOMACH. 

An acquaintance with the causes as well as the constitution is not less 
useful in throwing light upon the nature of disease, and afibrding indi- 
cations for its successful treatment ; and we are therefore desirous that, 
in a narrative of cases, they also should be distinctly stated. It is true 
thai they are often difficult of detection, but we have ever found it an 
excellent rule in practice to take it for granted that an active cause does 
exist, whether we can find it out or not, and consequently never to lose 
sight of any opportunity of getting at it which a better acquaintance with 
the patient's condition or private history may afford. It is astonishing 
how often and how completely we may be misled if we trust implicitly 
to the statement of the patient, especially in answer to a general question, 
where a different meaning may be attached to the same words. Thus, 
when we inquire whether he is aware of any cause for his ailments, he 
will necessarily answer according to what he believes to be causes, and 
may confidently, and honestly, and rationally reply in the negative, 
where, on a little examination, a cause, very palpable to a practitioner, 
becomes immediately apparent. About a year ago, for example, we 
were consulted for severe indigestion, by a strong, healthy-looking man, 
in the prime of life, who declared that he knew no cause whatever for his 
ailments. On our expressing an opinion that a very powerful cause must 
be in operation to induce such a state in a person of his formation, and 
catechizing him closely as to his habits, it came out that he was ex- 
tremely fond of shooting and athletic sports ; and that in the highlands, 
where he chiefly lived, he was in the custom of walking out after a good 
breakfast, and spending the whole day on the hills, without further sup- 
port, till he returned nearly exhausted to a six o'clock dinner, to which 
he sat down famishing, and, after eating almost to oppression, he fell 
into a deep sleep, from which he awoke disturbed by dreams and flatu- 
lence. So far from considering this mode of life as the cause of bis indi- 
gestion, his wonder was why he, who was so constantly in the open air, 
and took so much exercise, should nevertheless have an inefficient sto- 
mach ! In another instance we were lately assured by a lady, to whom 
we were called in the country, and where we had not an opportunity of 
seeing the evacuations, that her bowels were in perfectly good order and 
acted daily ; when, on examining the abdomen to remove our scepticism 
on that point, we found it distended by faeces. On ordering a succession 
of active purgatives and injections for their removal, the patient remon- 
strated, and stated that, as she had repeatedly of late taken salts, which 
operated freely, it would weaken her too much to give her more, and 
that she could not require them. We of course insisted ; and when, to 
her great surprise and relief, an enormous quantity of solid faeces made its 
appearance, she then said it was manj/ weeks since she had passed 
a natural evacuation of that kind ; but that, not knowing that liquid 
excretions were insufficient, she had answered our questions as she did. 
In a third instance, of very recent occurrence, we were assured by a 
gentleman of much good sense that he knew no cause for a continual 
irritation subsisting in the stomach and bowels, attended by great de- 
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pression of spirits and sleeplessness, and that all his habits were regular 
and temperate. It turned out, however, that, feeling much debility, he 
was eating meat twice a day, by way of keeping up his strength ; making 
a very long fast between breakfast and dinner, on account of business ; 
taking a glass or two of wine after dinner, to relieve exhaustion, and a 
good supper and spirits and water at night, to promote sleep; and, to 
crown all, taking frequent irritating purgatives, to carry off the offensive 
matter which lodged in his bowels and caused the depression ! As he 
had an apparently good reason to assign for each of his practices, and 
felt immediate relief from his purgative, it never occurred to him that any 
of them could be looked upon as the real cause of his sufferings ; and, 
even when the fact was pointed out to him, he was at first not a little 
incredulous. The excess of food, the long fast, the supper, the spirits, 
and the purgatives, were evidently the original causes of the irritation ; 
and, when these were obviated, and the diet for a time restricted to mild 
fiirinaceous food, without wine, he began to recover ; still, however, oc- 
casional relapses arose, chiefly from the abuse of purgatives, which he 
was unwilling to give up, because, as he said, he felt relief from them, 
and ihey must therefore do good. Ultimately his eyes were opened to 
their true effects also, and he got well much sooner than he expected. 

We have insisted, at some length, upon the necessity of careful exami- 
nation into the facts of the case, because it is peculiarly in stomach 
aflfections that both patient and practitioner are apt to be deceived, unless 
the latter satisfies himself by his own observation, and that a right regimen 
(using that term in its widest sense) can accomplish more than is com- 
monly imagined. If the practitioner contents himself with merely ascer- 
taining what the affection is and prescribing medical treatment for its 
relief, he leaves the half of his duty undone, and the patient speedily 
relapses into worse that his former state. 

That a constant reference to the habits and constitution of the patient 
is of real importance in practice, will be still further evident from a survey 
of the cases above narrated, as having lately occurred to ourselves. Had 
we implicitly relied on the first patient's assertion, that there was no cause 
for his indigestion, we might have sent him back to the mountains to 
remain a sufferer, because he would have returned unsuspectingly to the 
mode of life which excited the evil. Not aware of the necessity of 
renewed supplies of nourishment to the system at proper intervals, he 
made long fasts even while using great bodily exertion ; and not aware 
that bodily fatigue exhausts the stomach in common with other organs, 
he sat down to his evening meal on his return home before the fatigue 
went off; and, believing that his day's exeitions required an ample dinner, 
he ate almost to repletion ; and, overcome by fatigue and the distension 
of stomach, fell forthwith into a profound sleep, which still further 
impaired the digestive powers. Here, it is obvious, no permanent cure 
could be effected without a direct reference to the past history and exciting 
cause. On various occasions, accordingly, he had come to town for 
advice ; and, by local depletion, moderate diet, and mild laxatives, 
speedily obtained relief; but invariably on his return to the country, the 
symptoms recurred, much to his own surprise, as he always understood 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



112 hipaired Voices in Clergymen. 

that country air and exercise were the best cures for indigestion. On 
explaining to him the errors into which he had fallen, and urging him to 
adapt his mode of life more closely to the laws of his constitution, he had 
no difficulty in understanding the causes of his relapses, and promised to 
avoid them in future. When we last heard of him, he was much better, 
but not entirely well» * 

In the third case, again, the patient, who was a man of much good 
sense, conceived himself acting very properly when he took much nou- 
rishing food and wine to relieve the sense of debility ; spirits and water 
to procure sleep ; and constant purgatives, to relieve the depression and 
carry off offensive matter. From all of these practices he felt immediate 
relief; and thence, naturally inferring that they were bene6cial, he had 
DO hesitation in declaring that he knew no cause whatever for hb ail- 
ments ; and yet, to any one who was acquainted with the human func- 
tions, it was manifest that he was taking twice the quantity of nourish- 
ment which his weakened stomach could digest or his sedentary mode of 
life require ; that the wine merely relieved the oppression caused by the 
undigested food, and that the supper and spirituous drinks merely gave 
him rest by nightly inducing a state of oppression akin to apoplexy. In 
his former treatment most of these things were overlooked ; and hence, 
after having been twice relieved by physicians under whose care be 
placed himself at a distance, he also relapsed on his return. But when 
bis reason became convinced, he changed his whole system of living, 
and with the best results ; for, when we saw him lately, he presented a 
healthy clearness of countenance and alacrity of mind to which he had 
been long a stranger. — British and Foreign Med. Review. 
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IMPAIRED VOICE, IN CLERGYMEN. 

Within less than twenty years a new disease has been developed in this 
country, which is almost exclusively confined to parish ministers. It i6 a 
loss of tone in the vocal organs, attended by a sense of fatigue in the mas- 
cular apparatus of the throat, and accompanied by a peculiar dryness and 
rigidity, apparently, of the lining membrane of the laryn:x. All these 
circumstances concur to destroy the original character of the voice, and 
finally incapacitate very many excellent men from discharging their pas- 
toral duties. A multitude of divines are actually more or less affected 
with this malady of the throat, at this moment, and very many have been 
absolutely obliged to ask dismission from their people, in consequence of 
a total inability to read their discourses in public, or conduct the ordinary 
services of the desk. Many have placed themselves under medical care, 
with an expectation that rest, together with the administration of a gentle 
course of tonic remedies, would eventually overcome the difficulty, and 
enable the vocal cords to vibrate with their original energy. In other 
words, the sufferer has generally supposed that &e original sonoraiu in* 
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tensity and power of articulation, which b^ some unexplained combination 
of causes has been partially destroyed, might be restored by the operation 
of external or internal applications. But the success in treatment has by 
no means answered the expectations of those who prescribe, or those who 
take the intended remedies. The disease, instead of diminishing, though 
neither infectious or contagious, increases in a ratio corresponding with 
the multiplication of the clergy. What can be the cause ? Let it be pre* 
mised that the clergy of olden times, both in and out of New England, 
performed quite as much clerical service as those of modern times — and 
yet their vocal organs were the last to fail. 

A few evenings since, in the course of conversation with Dr. Mauran, 
a distinguished physician of Providence, R. L, this topic was under discus- 
sion, and he remarked that he could not ascertain, either in his own circle 
of acquaintance, or by inquiry among professional gentlemen residing in 
different sections of the country, that those clergymen who used tobacco, 
had ever suffered from the minister's ail, with one single exception. The 
inference, therefore, was, that smoking or chewing kept up a secretion in 
the neighborhood of the glottis, favorable to the good condition and healthy 
action of the vocal box. 

Since the great temperance reformation commenced, tobacco has been 
anathematized, and it is now extremely rare to find any of the new comers 
into the ministry, who would tolerate tobacco ; and all who are distin- 
guished for their devotion to the great moral revolution which is going on, 
abandoned tobacco, if they had ever been addicted to its use. Now it is 
almost susceptible of positive demonstration that the clergy of olden times 
smoked and chewed very universally. The lawyers speak hours together, 
and when leisure permits, many of them smoke ; and, as a general rule, 
the leading advocates are very great smokers — and yet, who ever heard of 
a lawyer who had lost his voice ? 



Medical Testimony, — The City of Boston having applied to the General 
Court, now in session, for certain powers, in relation to the introduction of 
water from the country, the petition was referred to a joint committee of 
the Senate and House. Several meetings have been held in the Senate 
Chamber, and the Mayor, in behalf of the Corporation, on the one hand, 
and the remonstrants on the other, have brought forward a multitude of 
medical testimony, both for and against the necessity of entering upon this 
great, and, we fully believe, desirable undertaking. Thus far, the weight 
of medical evidence seems to preponderate in favor of the water from 
abroad. Though no positive cases of disease were adduced as having 
been developed by the habitual use of native water — notwithstanding its 
proverbially bad reputation with all strangers, and even amongst ourselvea 
— the physicians seem to concur in the opinion that the public health 
would be promoted by a plentiful supply of pure soil water — come from 
where it may. 

Medical Citation. — By turning to Vol. XIV., No. 18, of this Journal 
the reader will find a report of the trial and expulsion of Dr. John S. 
Bartlett, now a resident of Marblehead, from the Massachusetts Medical 
Society. Dr. Bartlett has appealed, at the expiration of three years, to* 
the L^slature, and asked for a hearing before a committee, that he may 
show that the Society has violated its charter, which ought^ therefore, ta 
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be taken away by the power from whence it was derived. It is quite diffi- 
cult to state the present position of things, not thinking it worth while to 
be at the trouble of taking notes at the examination ; but the presumption 
is, that, like the boundary war, this proceeding will not seriously injure 
any one who has the honor of a fellowship in this venerable association. 
If, in the course of human events, the Legislature should lend an attentive 
ear to the accusations brought against the entire body of physicians in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for excluding a member from their fel- 
lowship whom they considered unworthy of their professional regard, then 
some minutiae miiy be expected. 



Dr. Fletcher's Truss, — The cut below represents the moveable parts of 
this ingenious instrument more perfectly than any previous one, being a 
view of the inner side. 




A, refers to the rotary wheel, showing the cogs and manner of attaching 
the pad. B, the screw by which the pad is permanently located at anv 
point. C, a short piece of steel connecting the pad to the rotary wheel. 
D, the pad, which is represented as turned back to exhibit the other parts 
more distinctly, is circular in form, convex on its inner surface, is made 
large or small, hard or soft, thick or thin, as individual cases require. F, 
the screw by which the pressure is increased upon the pad. P, two poste 
on the rotary wheel, by means of which the pad and rotary wheel are con- 
nected, Q, the post on the inner side of the main piece, and on which the 
rotary wheel is riveted. R, a bend in the main piece, allowing the fan of 
the rotary wheel to be on a level with the inner surface of the main piece, 
which, when covered, presents a smooth surface. 

It gives us much satisfaction to learn that this invention meets the appro- 
bation of the most distinguished surgeons in New England, without at all 
lessening the claims of those who are already in the market, as benevo- 
lent competitors for professional as well as general public approbation. 



A Cure for Warts. — Dr. Lewis, the vigilant and scientific physician of 
the House of Correction, at South Boston, informs us that a boy was sent 
to the institution, whose hands were completely studded over with large, 
rough, ragged warts — amounting to an actual deformity. He was set to 
sorting brass trunk nails, as they came in sheets from the mould — and at 
the expiration of a month, both hands were wholly and perfectly freed 
from the unsightly excrescences, and the skin was left smooth and in good 
condition. Query — what dispersed the warts ? The opinion of corres- 
pondents is solicited. 
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NaoD York Hospital.^For the convenience of medical strangers, trisitinff 
tke city of New York, who might be desirous of examining the hospital, 
the names of the medical officers, for the ensuing year, are here published. 
Consulting Physician^ Thomas Cock, M.D. ; Attending P^jgictani^ F. 
U. Johnson, J. M. Smith, J. B. Beck and J. Macdonald, M.D.*s ; House 
Physician, W. H. Maxwell, M.D. ; Consulting Surgeon, V. Mott, M.D. 
(in Europe) ; Attending Surgeons, A. H. Stevens, J. C. Cheesman, J. K. 
Rodgers, A. C. Post, R. K. Hoffman and G. Buck, M.D.'s ; House Sur- 
geons, J. S. Heard and J. B. Gould, M.D.'s ; Librarian, J. L. Vandervoort. 

Medical Miscellany. — Eighty-four young gentlemen, of the Jefferson 
Medical School, Philadelphia, received the degree of M.D. on the 15ih of 
March. — An extra meeting of the Council of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society was held at the AtheoaBum, on Monday, the 18th inst. — There will 
be an adjourned meeting of the same body April dd, at 11, A.M. — Dr. Robert 
Capen, an industrious and persevering man, of Hingham, Mass., is pre- 
paring a work on natural and medical history, which may possibly extend 
to three or four volumes, octavo, in which case it will not be ready for the 
press for more than a year to come. — Dr. Thos. King, of Ray, Missouri, is 
about publishing, in connection with another gentleman, a history of the 
Mormons. — The varioloid has subsided at Pottsville, Penn., after having 
had possession of the town a long time. — The expenses of the Blooming- 
dale Asylum for the year 1838, amounted to 838,676 10. The expendi- 
tures of the New York Hospital for the last year, were $34,124 85 — ^and 
its income was precisely the same — $12,500 00 being a State annuity, 
and $15,857 85 for board of seamen. — At the Drifford Lunatic Asylum, 
England, which is limited to twelve patients, and is under the charge of 
Mr. George Bodington, the number of cures effected has been at the rate 
of 70 per cent. At the Gloucester county Asylum, 50 per cent, recovered ; 
at Hanwell, 19 ; and at Stafford, 46 per cent. The mean duration of the 
treatment at the Drifford Asylum, was 21 weeks, 5 days ; at Gloucester, 
1 3-4 years ; at Hanwell, 4 years ; at Stafford, IJ years. — The editor of 
the London Lancet has recently published a large number of statistical 
facts, collected from various sources, to show that the protective power of 
vaccination is influenced by the lapse of time since the introduction of the 
vaccine virus into the system of the individual. The documents he has 
collected are voluminous, and, so far as they can be depended on, it would 
appear to be a settled fact, that not only the susceptibility to smallpox in 
vaccinated persons increases with the increase of time since vaccination, 
bat also the gravity and danger of the disease. — During the last year, 
10,085 persons have been supplied with medicines and faithfully attended 
to gratuitously, by the New York Dispensary, either at the Dispensary, or 
at their own houses. This great amount of good was accomplished at an 
expense of only $2922. — A poor woman at Haymoor, England, was lately 
delivered of a child of the following admeasurement and weight. The 
long diameter, from the occiput to the root of the nose, 7 1-4 inches ; the 
occipito-mental, ^ inches; from the parietal protuberances, 5 inches; 
the circumference of the skull, 15 1-4 inches ; the circumference of the 
thorax over the xyphoid cartilafi^e, 14jl inches ; the breadth of the shoul- 
ders, 7 1-4 inches ; the extreme length, 24 inches. The weight, seventeen 
pounds, twelve ounces. 

Whole number of deaths in Boeton for Uie week ending Blarch S3. 89. Hales, 14-4hmalea, 15. 
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DR. HULL'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. 

This new inttrumaiitror ihe radical cure of Prolapaun Uteri, or Failing of tbe Womb, bv ezteraal 
spplieatlon, aupersedlng tbe a«e of the objectionable peswry, U ooniideniiy recommended to ilM 
BfBicied aa the meaa« of a perfect reaioration lo heuitb, il never having failed of performing a cum, 
even under tiie luiMt aggravated cirnumsiances. U lia« received tbe decided approbation of Sir 
Aetiey Cooper, of Lo NO ore; Sir Benjamin C. Urodie; Sir Jamee Clark, Phyaician to tbe CUeea^ 
Dr. Arth%vell, Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy's Ho«piial ; Dr. Eigby, Lecturer lo St. Barttaolottitw*t} 
Dr. Oridkib, Lecturer to Westminster Uuspiul j Dr. Ramtbothaui, Lecturer to London Hoepiul ^ 
Kobert FergUMn, Lecturer to Wediminster Lying>in Hospital ; Dr. Sweatman, Lecturer to Middlesex 
Hospital, and dcAior Accoucheur to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital : also by Henry Daviei, 
Conquest ; Blundell, Lee, Merriman, Surgeon Keates, Sec. ; by Dr. Moreau, President of tbe Acade- 
n|ie tiuyaltf de .tledecine, P*aik, and Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orleaus; Frofessers Velfieaa, 
Marjolin, Paul Dubois, s>anson, and others — and In New York by Professor J. W^. Francis; 6.8. 
Btfdford, M.D., Professor of Midwifery in University of tbe city of Naw Yoax; Profeasor Delafield. 
Professor Francis U. Johnston, President County Medical Society : Laureus Hull, President Medical 
Society. |Siate of New York ; Professor James McNauxhlon, Albany j Professor March, Professor 
Oyrus Perkins, Professf ir Doaoe ; James Webster, M.D., Profeaeor of Anatomy and Burgery, Geneva > 
David L. Kodgers, Professor Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Tboroafc Boyd, Gilbert Smith. Hosack. 
Stenrns, Ludluw, Kissam, Vache, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other distingulibcd 
physieiana of tbe United States. AMOS G. HULL, 

Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York, 
ft^ A constant supniy of the above instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing Sl Cutler (late Low* 
fcUoed), No. 54 Chatham street, Boston. Lowe& Reed have sold many of the above inatrumeols, 
and can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as le 
patients to whom they have afforded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13— 6m 

BROWNS PATENT SELFINJECTING APPARATUS. 

Thb under^igiie.i respectfully culls the attention of medical practitioners to a tie wiy- in vented initni- 
meul, which is for sale at his store, No. 481 Washington street, corner of Elliot street. If pliysl- 
clan* would examine the principles of its construction, they would appreciate its useftilness, and 
would probably be induced to recommend it very geneialty in their practice. Physicians, druggists, 
and the inhabitants of Boston, are particularly invited to look Into the superiority of this article over 
tbe inventor's former instrument, as il now has the adviiniage of Goodyear*e new India Rubber, 
which is allowed by all to be an entirely different article from that formerly manufactured. 

Feb. 6-eoply WILLIAM BROWN. 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 

FOR THK TRKATMKNT OP SPINAL DISTORTIOHB, CLUB FKBT, XTC. 

At 65 Btlknap Street, Boston, Patients from a dlsunce can be accommodated with board la tbe Im- 
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Burgeon. 

We the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown's plan of an infirmary for tbe treatment of Spinal 
Affections, Club Feel, and other Distortions of the hnman body, and wili aid him bj our advice 
whenever called upon. 

John C. Warren, Georse Hay ward, Edward Reynolds, Jno. Randall, i. Mason Warren, John Jef* 
fries, John Uomans. M. S. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Shattuck, J. Bigelow, Enocli Bale, W. 
Strong, George Parkman, D. Humphreys Storer, George W. Otis, Jr., WMnslow Lewis, Jr., J. B. 
Lane, Edw. Warren. Geo. B. Doane, John Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint. 

Boston, August 1, 1838. tf. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tm a subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete couri^e of medical instruction. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachuaetts Gea- 
oral Htispital. They will be ndmitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which con- 
stantly presents a Urge number of important cases, and where opportunities will be afforded for te- 
q*ilrlng a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensinc medicines. They will betaraitbcd 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To tbe 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaiiiinnce with private medical and obstetric practice. InstmctioD by exami- 
nations or lectures will be given In thedifferent branches of medical studies, during tbe interval be- 
tween thepubliclectureaofthe University. Books, and a room with fl re and I ighu, will be furnished 
to the studenU at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTFP, Ja. 

WIN8LOW LEWIS, Ja. 

TO PHYSICIANS. 

A PHTBiciAir -wishing a stand, where he may command a large busineaa, may hear of one by appUe*- 
tlon to the editor of the Medical Journal •, If by letter, post paid . M. 87— tf 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednewlay, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom ail commonlcations mnat ht 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $8,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a year, i« 
advance. Ordera ttom a dtotance must be aecompaiiied by payment la advaaoe or satimctory renr- 
enee. Poatage the laae as ta* a aawspaper. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



THE 

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 



Vol. XX. Wednesday, Apbil 3, 1839. No. 8. 



A DISSERTATION ON ANiEMlA. 

[Continued from page 106.] 

Causes. — ^In addition to the causes already alluded to, there are others, 
which will DOW be enumerated. These consist of a deGcient nutritioD, 
in consequence of poor and insufficient food, and during gestation in 
pregnant women a weak and irritable state of the stomach, which causes 
the food to be rejected soon after it is received into that organ ; also 
flooding after parturition, or a great loss of blood from any other cause ; 
pressure upon the ductus thoracicus; excessive secretions or evacuations^ 
masturbation early in life, and long continued ; protracted confinement 
in crowded apartments, in low, damp, malarious situations, connected 
with long exclusion of the body from the direct inOuence of the sun's 
rays; the impure air of manufactories ; and, the most common of all 
causes, the constant respiration of an impure, moist and miasmal atmos- 
phere, located near marshes in the vicinity of the sea or salt water, 
where the sun rarely, if ever, shines. All these causes depress and 
.finally exhaust the vital energy, whilst they disorder the functions of di- 
gestion, and thereby prevent the necessary supply of the circulating 
fluids. To these causes may be added organic or functional derange* 
ment of the lungs, liver, pancreas and spleen, often the result of the 
unhealthy location of the patient ; also an impeded development of the 
generative organs, the perfect evolution of which is necessary to the 
salutary excitement of all the organic actions, especially those of digestion 
and sanguification. 

Hence it appears that anaemia is the effect of a morbid condition of 
those organs which are most concerned in the formation of the blood, 
which at first induces a debility or irritability of the system, such as 
often arises from exhausting diseases, cachexies, pregnancy, and pro- 
tracted nursing, also firom a peculiar miasmal state of the atmosphere, 
which produces a morbid condition of the internal viscera, and in some 
years causes the disease to appear as an endemic in some malarious 
situations. 

Ansmia b so much confined to the vicinity of the sea, or within the 
range of the sea breezes and salt marsh exhalations, that it has bepn 
called the salt-water disease by some physicians. It b, however, pro- 
bable that it may be generated in the vicinity of damp, marshy soils. In 
the interior of the country, especially if the individuals are poorly fed 
and clothed, and their dwellings are dark and uncomfortable. The salt 
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spray, combined with the marsh miasm, seems to produce a state of the 
fluids approaching to that of sea scurvy, in persons laboring under 
great debility, who reside within the range of its influence. 

But from whatever cause anaemia may originate, persons with broken- 
down constitutions, those debilitated with previous diseases, and those 
whose systems are rendered weak and irritable by the puerperal state 
and protracted nursing, are among the first to suffer from the disease ; 
and in them it is very difficult to cure during the period of gestation and 
the debilitating process of nursing. 

Physicians seem to differ with respect to the primary seat of the 
disease ; whether the digestive functions are the fii-st to suffer, and the 
liver, spleen and other organs become secondarily affected, or vice versa, 
yet remains to be proved. 

In all diseases where the digestive functions are much impaired, great 
attention should be paid to diet ; for unless it be mild and unirritating, 
very little advantage will be derived from any remedial measures em- 
ployed, in a debilitated state of the stomach, from either a primary or 
a symptomatic affection, strong nutritious food cannot be digested, and 
will therefore add to the difliculty and distress already existing in that 
organ, and the undigested food, by passing into the bowels, will increase 
the irritability, flatulence, and colicky pains, which are only relieved by 
the ejectment of the offending materials per anum. But a decided 
benefit may be derived from a mild diet, composed of those articles of 
food which are easily digested, and which require but little exertion of 
the stomach to effect it. Food of a proper quality and quantity, when 
taken in a healthy or diseased state of the system^ ought never to distress 
the stomach ; and whenever it does, it is certain that either loo much or 
food of an improper kind has been eaten. Therefore in this disease, espe- 
cially, the patient should select for diet those articles which experience has 
proved least apt to distress the digestive organs. It is the general opinion 
of the patient and her friends, that the extreme debility is owing to the 
want of sufficiently nutritious articles of food, especially if she continues 
to nurse her child ; and hence the attending phyisician is often censured 
for restricting the patient's diet. We admit that the patient is suffering 
from inanition, but not from the quantity of the ingesta, but the inability 
of the digestive organs to convert the aliment into healthy chyle. 

With respect to diet and the employment of medicines in this and other 
chronic diseases, we perfectly agree with the late Dr. John Armstrong, 
who, in bis work on chronic affections, observes — " The long catalogue 
of prescriptions for chronic diseases, at once indicates that all is not right 
in our pathology, as it implies that each prescription is liable to fail, and 
that the whole may be successively required. Where we have no fixed 
principles to guide us, our prescriptions accumulate with empirical ra- 
pidity. We may make a sort of druggist shop of the stomach of every 
patient laboring under chronic diseases, by alternately cramming it with 
most articles of the pharmacopoeias ; but we shall not probably advance 
in the treatment, until we deduce pathological principles, from cautiously 
marking the rise and progress of the symptoms, and exploring their 
leats and efiects. It is never safe at once to arouse the system from 
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collapse into strength. In reality it cannot be done ; for when the 
powers of life are over-exhausted, their vigor can only be gradually re- 
stored. On all occasions, therefore, it is better to let the system reno- 
vate by light, cooling support, than to stimulate it by strong food, wine 
and tonics ; and though there may be cases which require a deviation from 
tbis plan, on account of extreme exhaustion of the patient, yet they 
will be found few in comparison to those who require an opposite plan. 
From long and unbiased observation, 1 am fully convinced that most of 
the medicines called tonics, are either useless or pernicious, and if they 
were erased from the pharmacopoeias it would be a real benefit to the 
profession and to mankind, for they only serve to mislead the former, 
aod to tantalize or injure the latter. Tonic medicines generally oppress 
the digestive functions, or operate as direct stimulants, and in either case 
are improper in convalescence, for by the first they may destroy the 
natural appetite, by the last may lead to chronic inflammations " of some 
of the most important internal viscera, which is the general result of an 
improper use of tonic remedies during convalescence from most diseases, 
although to this general rule there may be many exceptions. 

'* Whilo the vital fire 
Durni feebly, heap not the green fuel on ; 
But prudently foment the wandering epark, 
With what the soonest feels its kindred touch : 
Be frugal even of that : a little give 
At first; that kindled, add a little more, 
Till, by deliberate nourishing, the flanoe 
Revived, with all its wonted vigor glows.'* — Armstrong on Health, 

The treatment of this disease usually recommended by writers on the 
subject, appears to us extremely empirical, and the result of a deficient 
or incorrect pathology, and is better adapted to palliate symptoms than 
to cure the complaint. Dyspepsia and cardialgia, with acid eructations, 
accompanied with an occasional vomiting of acrid phlegm, being among 
the first and most urgent symptoms, has induced physicians to prescribe 
for these distressing sensations, alkalies, absorbents, stomachics, be, 
under a belief that the stomach was the primary seat of the affection ; 
but a long course of these remedies proving only palliative, has finally 
induced the belief that the disease is incurable. At last it turns out, 
however, to be some difficulty of the lungs, liver, spleen, pancreas, or 
organic nerves, which interferes with the process of digestion or sangui- 
fication. The stomach, not even excepting the brain itself, is the 
greatest centre of sympathies, and therelore physicians are extremely 
apt to be deceived by its morbid actions, and should be extremely cau- 
tious in investigating its diseases. 

Treatment. — We shall first review, in detail, the usual treatment em- 
ployed in anamia, and afterwards give our own particular views on the 
subject. 

The first step in the cure of this disease, is to remove the patient 
from the location where it was contracted, to an elevated, dry situation 
io the country, whenever it can be done. In the case of nursing fe- 
males, weaning the child, in addition to a change of residence, will very 
much facilitate the cure ; and m some cases a cure cannot be performed 
whilst nursing is continued. 
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When the disease is caused by excessive flooding, over-leechiog, or 
haemorrhage from any other cause, transfusion of blood has proved a 
speedy and an effectual remedy ; also a light, nutritious diet, a small 
quantity of brandy and water three or four times a day, warm clothing, 
and being as much as possible in the open air. When anaemia pro- 
ceeds from salivation or any other excessive drain from the system, par- 
ticular attention should be directed to this affection, which being removed, 
the disease often ceases without the use of further remedies. 

In diseases accompanied with much debility, it may be an important 

auestion whether bleeding should be practised, and to recommend it Id a 
isease of bloodlessness would seem preposterous. When, however, at 
the commencement of the disease, a fullness and tenderness is felt at the 
pit of the stomacii, or in the region of the liver, a decided benefit may 
be derived from the employment of eight or ten leeches to the part 
affected, especially in the case of pregnant women. A few leeches will 
control the circulation as much as a fiill bleeding from the arm ; a (act 
which it is difficult to account for, except upon the principle of a sympa- 
thetic action upon the heart. This is a circumstance of much impor- 
tance in a disease of debility, by taking no more blood than is just suffi- 
cient, without exhausting the whole system. But we wish it distinctly 
understood that we recommend bleeding with leeches not as a general 
remedial measure, but yet important in some particular cases. 

In ordinary cases the cure is generally commenced by a gentle emetic 
of ipecac, with a view to dislodge the acrid phlegm from the stomach, 
to excite a healthy action in the liver, pancreas and other glands con- 
nected with the digestive apparatus, to determine to the surface, and to 
equalize the circulation. After vomiting, if the bowels remain costive, 
a cathartic of calcined magnesia and rhubarb, combined with 4 drops 
of the oil of anise, and 10 or 15 of the tincture of hyoscyamus, should 
be given, and occasionally repeated during the continuance of the con- 
stipated state of the bowels. Cathartic remedies, however, must be 
employed with caution, and at the commencement of the disease only, 
lest they excite a diarrhoea which will be difficult to restrain ; and 
whenever cathartics are employed, they should be combined with aro- 
matic and antispasmodic remedies. Sometimes emollient enemas may 
be substituted for the laxatives. 

After premising these articles, remedies that gently excite and perma- 
nently promote the organic functions, such as iron, bark, cascarilla, sul- 
phate of quinine, camphor, ammonia, ether, or small doses of iodine, should 
be employed. These remedies may < be occasionally combined with 
hyoscyamus, conium, extract of hops, or extract of dandelions, when the 
bowels are costive and the disease is accompanied with colicky pains; 
but when a diarrhoea is present, opium should be preferred to the other 
narcotics. The muriated or vinous tincture of iron, or the native cha- 
lybeate mineral waters, are generally the best preparations of the metal, 
as they irritate the bowels less than iron in substance; though some pby' 
sicians prefer the carbonate, and Professor Halle, of Paris, " prescribed 
one drachm of iron filings daily with tonics and opium, and under tb^ 
treatment all the symptoms gradually vanished, the capillary vessels re- 
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appearing on the surface. Gentle exercise on horseback, in the pure air 
of the country, facilitates recovery. If a costive state of the bowels 
continue, notwithstanding the use of the magnesia and rhubarb, the 
compound myrrh and aloes pill, combined with iron and hyoscyamus or 
assafoetida, should be substituted for it. When hysterics, palpitations 
and other nervous symptoms are present, zinc, valerian, ammonia, gal- 
banum, myrrh, ether, and other antispasmodic remedies, may be com- 
bined with the tonics. If the secretions of the liver are deficient or 
vitiated, a blue pill given at night, and worked off in the morning with 
rhubarb and magnesia, may be occasionally employed, but should not be 
continued until ptyalism is induced, for this never fails to aggravate the 
disease and to hasten the breaking down of the constitution. 

When the spleen is evidently enlarged, the tonic practice may be fol- 
lowed, such as giving the chalybeates and small doses of iodine, the ex- 
tract of conium and the extract of dandelions. Whilst writing this arti- 
cle, we have a patient recovering rapidly, under the use of these ren>e- 
dies, from anaemia accompanied with enlarged spleen. Dr. Twining 
found purgatives highly beneficial in enlargement of the spleen, in India, 
and he has successfully employed the following formula in his prac- 
tice, which he calls the spleen mixture. R. Pulv. jalap, pulv. rhei, 
pulv. columbo, pulv. zinziber, potassae supertartratis, aa one oz. ; sul- 
phas, ferri, gr. 10 ; tinct. senna, oz. 4 ; aqua menih. sat., oz. 10. 
Combined. An ounce and a half of this may be given daily to an 
adult. Friction over the affected side with croton oil very much assists 
other remedies in reducing the enlargement of the spleen. But, says 
Dr. Johnson, "It deserves to be impressed on the attention of every 
physician, that there is not, perhaps, a more dangerous or destructive 
practice, than that of exhibiting mercurials in most splenic enlargements. 
The constitutions of the majority of patients, affected with this disease, 
are unusually susceptible of the injurious effects of this mineral, and, 
therefore, as Dr. Abercrombie most justly remarks, attempts to reduce 
enlargement of the spleen by mercury are generally followed by the 
worst consequences,** — Johnson* s Review^ VoL 30, p. 536. 

Friction with croton oil over the region of the spleen facilitates the 
cure of spleen affections. For further particulars respecting the diseases 
of the spleen, and their connection with scorbutis, chlorosis and anaemia, 
see Vol. I. of the Clinical Illustrations of the Diseases of Bengal, by 
the late Dr. Twining, of Calcutta. 

If the cardialgia continues and is accompanied with a diarrhoea, either 
the creta mixture, or lime water and milk, should be given in sufficient 
quantities to neutralize the acid ; but when the gastric derangement is 
attended with a costive state of the bowels, calcined magnesia, carbonate 
of soda or carbonate of ammonia, should be substituted for the other 
alkalies ; and in cases of great debility the carbonate of ammonia in small 
doses, frequently repeated, is preferable to any other, for it answers the 
two-fold purpose of relieving the cardialgia and of supporting the vis 
vita. When the mouth is very sore and the flow of saliva abundant, 
the patient should be directed to eject it from the mouth, for, if swal- 
lowed, it never fiiils to induce a looseness, or aggravate it when already 
present. 
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When the seat of the irritation has been removed from the stomach 
to the mouth, it appears to be an effort of nature to relieve a vital organ; 
and we may further add, that whenever medicines are prematurely applied 
to the local ulcerations of the mouth, before the morbid secretions are 
changed by a proper treatment, the ulcers may be healed, but with the 
certainty of again changing the seat of irritation to some other part of 
the prims viae, which is more essential to vitality ; and this practice, in- 
stead of advancing the cure, hastens on the fatal termination, for the 
stomach and bowels are made to bear the onus of the disease, by which 
means the process of digestion is almost completely interrupted, and per- 
haps as much mischief is done to the system by removing the seat of 
irritation from the mouth, as is done by repelling exanthematous diseases 
from the surface to the centre of the body. 

If this view of the subject be correct, it affords ample proof that the 
affection of the mouth is symptomatic of some distant irritation seated 
in a vital organ, and therefore it follows that, if the primary disease be 
removed, the ulcerations of the mouth heal of their own accord, or 
without the application of remedies. Nevertheless, the soreness of the 
mouth is one of the most distressing symptoms of the disease, and often 
entirely prevents mastication, and the employment of such food as the 
debilitated state of the system requires. This cause, together with the 
immense secretion of saliva, will rapidly emaciate, and soon reduce the 
system almost to a skeleton. Therefore as soon as the morbid secre- 
tions are changed, astringent gargles should be employed. These may 
consist of blue vitriol, white vitriol, alum or borax in solution, and com- 
bined with an aqueous solution of opiufh. Or the borax may be pow- 
dered and mixed with an equal quantity of either honey or loaf sugar. 
But of these remedies those which most relieve irritability are to be pre- 
ferred. One of the following prescriptions often affords great relief. 
R. Extr.of catechu, 2 dr. ; acetum plumbi, 20 gr. ; pulv. opii, 20 gr. ; 
aqua pura bul., 8 oz. Misce. R. Sulphas zinci, 16 gr. ; pulv. opii, 
^ S^- \ aqua pura bul., 8 oz. Misce. R. Sulphas eupri, 2 to 4 dr.; 
aqua pura bul., 8 oz. ; pulv. opii, 24 gr. Misce. R. Marsh, ros., 1 oz.; 
borax, 2 dr. ; pulv. opii, 20 gr. ; aqua bul., 8 oz. Misce.- 

In addition to these gargles, the vegetable astringents, in decoction, 
may be employed, such as the bark of white oak, sage, willow, the roots 
of the high and low briars, peruvian bark, nut galls, pomegranate, &c. ; 
but a portion of opium should be added to either of these when used. 

When by the too eariy use of repellant gargles, or by swallowing 
the contaminated saliva, the mucous membrane of the stomach and 
bowels becomes affected, a diarrhcea or a dysentery follows, which is 
difficult to remove and demands the most prompt and efficient remedial 
measures, or the patient soon succumbs to the disease. In these cases, 
in addition to the mild cathartics and absorbents above recommended, 
mineral and vegetable astringents are required, such as the gum kino, ex- 
tract of catechu, extract of logwood, decoction of the briar roots ; or 
white vitriol, 12 gr., tinct. opii, 2 dr., water, 4 oz., given one teaspoon- 
fiil every hour or two ; or alum and sulphate of iron in equal parts dis- 
iiolved in water, and given in the dose of two or three grains of the salt ; 
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or the acetum plumbi, 3 or 4 grabs, dissolved in a small quantity of wa- 
ter, to which may be added one table-spoonful of linseed tea, or starch 
water, and 40 drops of laudanum, which may be thrown up the rectum 
and repeated two or three times daily. And if the bowels are very irri- 
table, notwithstanding the enemas, the following pills, from one to (our at 
a time, may be given four times in 24 hours. K. Acetum plumbi, 25 
gr. ; pulv. opii, 25 gr. ; crumbs of bread, q. s. Moisten the crumbs of 
bread and then mix m the other ingredients, and divide into one hundred 
equal pills. 

If these anodynes are not sufficient to relieve the tormina, tenesmus, 
irritability and pain of the bowels, either more opium or Dover's powders 
should be given, and repeated as often as renewed distress requires their 
exhibition. Of all the preparations of opium, the pulv. Doveri is per- 
haps the best, in diarrhoea and in dysentery, for it equalizes the circula- 
tioo, opens the pores of the skin, and diverts the fluids from the centre 
to the surface of the body. In short, the dysentery attending this affec- 
tion may be treated like dysentery from ordinary causes, with this dif- 
ference, that it will not bear the employment of mercury, nor frequent 
cathartics ; and whenever laxatives are given, they should be combined 
with assafcetida, hyoscyamus, or some other anodyne, to prevent an un- 
due excitement of the irritated bowels. 

When the mucous membrane of the rectum becomes excoriated, ul- 
cerated, or covered with thrush, the injection of the acetum plumbi, 
combined with laudanum, or white vitriol, 16 gr. dissolved in 8 oz. of 
water, to which 40 drops of laudanum are added ; or a solution of 4 
dr. of borax in 8 oz. of water, with 40 drops of laudanum, afford much 
relief. Mucilaginous diluents, such as linseed tea, slippery elm, or a 
solution of gum arabicin water, should constitute the drink of the patient, 
and the food should be light and farinaceous, such as milk porridge 
thickened with arrow root. 

When the dysentery abates, and debility alone remains, the infusbn 
of quassia, camomile or columbo, may be employed as tonics ; or in- 
stead of these, an infusion of the red bark in lime water, or the sulphate 
of quinine. Also in this stage of the affection some one of the prepa 
rations of iron are indispensable in the treatment. The muriated and 
▼inous tinctures are among the best preparations, but some prefer the 
phosphate, the carbonate, sub-carbonate, or fllings ; but according to our 
experience, the iron in powder irritates the weakened stomach and 
bowels. Griffith's myrrh mixture or pills is a valuable compound of 
iron ; and either these, or ])ills composed of white vitriol and myrrh^ 
may be given three times a day. During the whole course of the 
disease flannel should be worn next to the skin, and the vrarm or vapor 
bath occasbnally employed. 

The above treatment comprehends nearly all the remedial measures 
which have generally been employed in the cure of anemia ; but the 
want of success attending their administration has become proverbial, 
and we appeal to all physicians mtich conversant with the disease^ 
vhether they have not been often disappointed in curing it, by any or 
aU the remedies usually recommenced by writers on the subject. There* 
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forci this empirical practice should give place to one founded upon 
latioQal and pathological principles. 

(To be eontlnocd.) 



A CASE OF PUNCTURED WOUND. 

BT W. a. RAHKET, M.D. 
[CommuDicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Mbs. Fairbank, aet. 40, on the 8th of September last, trode upon a 
cambric needle with the bare foot. It penetrated the heel, as she 
thought, about half its length, and was extracted entire, though requiring 
considerable force. The pain at first was considerable, yet she kept 
about her ordinary work, and even spun at a great wheel two days after 
the accident. But the pain and soreness increasing, on the 14th I was 
called to prescribe. Heel tender and very painful, but very little 
swollen. Tongue heavily coated and rather brown ; pulse one hun- 
dred, or upwards, and hard ; considerable heat of the body, and ner- 
vous excitement. The wound, on the closest inspection, could not be 
distinguished ; but, guided by the patient's knowledge, and the exquisite 
sensibility of one small spot, I made a free and deep incision, intending 
to enlarge, if possible, the original wound. I then opened a vein upon 
the ankle, which bled freely, and took 20 or 24 oz. of blood ; gave 90 
or 30 grs. of calomel, to be followed with sulph. mag. till a brisk ca- 
thartic efifect should be produced — after which, opium and caropb. to be 
repeated '^ pro re nata." To the wound a pledget of lint, wet in 
laudanum, was applied, and the whole heel to be enveloped in a poul- 
tice of linseed meal. 

On the 15th, 16th and 17th, the symptoms much the same ; no ma- 
terial relief derived from a rigid antiphlogistic and depletory course. 
Some severe rigors at irregular periods, equal in violence to the cold 
stage of an intermittent ; the pain severe, notwithstanding the free exhi- 
bition of anodynes ; tongue dark and dry ; restlessness ; distressing nau* 
sea, and occasional vomiting of bilious matter ; countenance sallow, and 
pulse rapid. 

18tb. I discovered fluctuation, which appeared to be superficial, and 
ver^ distinct. Made an racision, and discharged an ounce or two of 
sanious, foetid matter ; and, to my surprise, without giving the least pain 
ito my patient. On a close examination, it appeared that the matter lay 
immediately under the cuticle, in this place very thick, of course, and on 
the removal of which, the cutis vera was nearly black and insensible, it 
being, with the tissue beneath, entirely gangrenous — and yet the pain 
but little, if any, abated. Yeast poultices, with charcoal, were ordered, 
wetted in part with the chloride of soda. Internally, port wine, quinine, 
and sulph. acid, and morphine to procure rest. The internal treatment, 
however, she could not bear — not even wine in small quantities, it pro^ 
ducittg a distress at the stomach, with a burning sensation and vomiting; 
the whole abdomen pabful and tender, although the bowels were often 
raovied with enemas^ cate^ mag., &c. The local applications 
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to arrest the progress of gangrene, and in two or three days an entire 
separation around the edges had taken place ; but the mass adhered by 
a sort of ligamentous matter to the os calcis, and showed no appearance 
of giving way. These attachments were carefully removed with the 
scalpel, without the slightest sensation to the patient, and the whole bail 
of the heel taken away, leaving the periosteum entirely naked. This, at 
first nearly natural, soon assumed a livid complexion, and partly detached 
itself from the bone. Attempts were made to approximate the edges 
of the wound by adhesive straps, and to promote granulation by emol- 
lient and antiseptic applications, but in vain. The pain continued se- 
vere through the entire foot, and especially about the ankle-joint, from 
which a discharge of foetid pus broke out, just below the outer maleolus. 
The constitutional symptoms severe and threatening ; vomiting, sweats, 
emaciation, diarrhoea, aphthous mouth, rapid pulse, and seemed to bid 
de68nce to all curative measures. 

Under these circumstances, a consultation was held October 9th, and 
it was unanimously resolved tliat amputation alone could save the patient 
finom speedy dissolution ; and fears were entertained that it had already 
been deferred too long. 

The operation was immediately performed by Dr. Jones, of Ludlow, 
assisted by Drs. Holton, Clark, Ladd, and myself — making use of the 
gastrocnemii muscles to form the flap. She bore the operation with true 
Spartan firmness. The unfavorable symptoms soon subsided, and the 
wound healed mainly by the first intention. November 6th the last liga<^ 
ture came away, and the health and strength were soon restored. 

On examining the foot, it was found that the ankle and all the tarsal 
joints were in a state of ulceration, and in many of them the cartilages 
were nearly destroyed by ulceration or absorption — beginning at the cir- 
cumference and terminating at the centre — leaving the articular surfaces 
of the bones denuded, rough and spongy. It had been before observed 
that when the foot was moved, a crepitous sensation was produced, as in 
a case of fracture. 

A similar case of articular inflammation in the foot of a lad eight 
years of age, arising from no known cause, has since fallen under mV 
observation, and which proved fatal within ten days — ^in which the crepi- 
tus was equally perceptible, and on dissection the same appearances were 
exhibited. I saw the case only a few hours before death, in consulta-' 
tion. It had been mistaken for a case of necrosis, and early depletory 
measures neglected. 

Tamiihend, Vu, March 22, 1839. 



SAWDVVICH ISLAND ANATOMY. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sib, — In the present age of book making, the appearance of a new 
work, on any subject, rarely excites surprise, be it the production of the 
Bovice or ^ the well-instructed master of his art. Our periodicals 
under the constantly accumulating colunms of newly appeared or 
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fortbcomiog works. The memory is taxed to the uttermost to retain 
simply the titles ; and while great multitudes are speedily forgotten, a 
few find ready access to popular favor. But the most able and merito- 
rious hardly escape forgetfulness, before the clamorous pretensions of 
newly arrayed volumes, demanding a revieio. 

A late number of your Journal contained a brief allusion to a work 
on anatomy, just published at the Sandwich Islands, though no request 
was made, as in the case of the Danish publications, for translations. 
The work, in view, appears before us with no superlative or lofty pre- 
tensions, either by its magnitude or originality ; being simply a brief 
compilation. There are no lofty or dignified titles prefixed to it, and if 
the compiler, G. P. Judd, M .D., is not an honorary member of any of 
our national or local literary or philosophical societies, it is not because 
be is deficient in scientific merit or professional skill ; and if he has not 
the reputation, annexed to the privilege of being attendant physician at 
any of our great hospitals or almslioustSy he has the more enviable dis- 
tinction of laboring for the disinterested and laudable object of doing 
good-— of administering, gratuitously, on a vastly enlarged scale, to the 
many thousands around him. The work has not been obtruded on our 
notice with the expectation that we should bring it forward to the atten- 
tion of the world ; but our admiration and interest have been excited, in 
no small degree, by the circumstances under which it has appeared. 
It shows itself in the comprehensive form of only 60 printed pages, and 
13 pages of plates illustrative. The title page has the simple appellative, 
Anatomia ; and adds, further. He Palapala la E Hoike Ai I Ke Ano O 
Ko Ke Kanaka Kino. Ua Kakania ma ka oleic Hawaiiy i mea e ao ai 
i na haitmana o ke Kola Nui^ ma Lahainaluna ; which translated runs 
thus. ^' Anatomy. A work showing the structure of the Human Sys- 
tem. Compiled in the Hawaiian language, for the benefit of the mem- 
bers of the Seminary, at Lahainaluna." 

The moral and religious world have been amazed at the rapid advance- 
ment of the people of the Sandwich Islands. They have seen, as it 
were, " a nation bom in a day." The scientific world have also cause 
to wonder. In the period of only 18 years from the commencement of 
the mission, the language has been reduced to a written form, books 
have been prepared, schools and churches established, and such profi- 
ciency made in knowledge that a work on anatomy has been found de- 
sirable to supply the increasing call. It may be a subject of self-com- 
mendation for you, Mr. Editor, that your excellent Class Book of 
Anatomy has been made the basis of Dr. Judd's manual. Yours, &c. 

MarcA 25, 1839. 



OBSTETRICAL STATISTICS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sia,-— I remember seeing, some time since, in your Journal, a suggestion 
that it would be a proper time to contribute something to its pages 
when your subscribers sent in their annual subscriptions; and beuig 
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reminded of the latter, an association of ideas led ine to recollect the 
fiNTner. 

Not having, at this tirae, leisure to go into any lengthy detail of cases, 
I barely sketch from my note book on midwifery the general outlines and 
classiGcation of cases which have occurred in my limited practice since 
I commenced in Lanesborough, in April, 1833, to the time I left prac- 
tk^e there in August, 1838. By this I find I have attended 194 ob- 
stetric cases, besides 21 abortions. In the following table we are pre- 
sented with the general characteristics of each case, and the proportion 
of each variety of labor, as they occurred in my practice. 
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Of the above 194 labors, 6 were premature — of which 1 was a breech 
presentation, the other 5 natural ; only 2 of the children survived 24 
hours, although all but one was bom alive, but soon expired. But two 
twin cases have occurred in my practice. J. W. Palmer. 

AuMterlitz, N. F., March 13, 1839. 



POISON NOT ALWAYS POISONOUS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — Your correspondent looks too deeply for my meaning in the ex- 
pression '^ a man may use poisons and not be poisoned." A man may 
use poisons in such small quantities that their action will be controlled, 
and their deleterious effects will be entirely prevented, by the conserva- 
tive principle, which in some shape and under some name is acknow- 
ledged by all physiologists. This is my meaning as clearly as 1 can ex- 
press it, and I need not refer to a multitude of familiar facts which ex- 
emplify it. The same vital affinity which prevents chemical agents 
from working changes in the structure of the stomach during life, also 
counteracts the specific effects of poison, provided the concentration of 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



198 Artificial Palatei. 

such poison does not extend beyond a certain degree. Take, from the 
list of poisons in the article " Toxicology," in the excellent English 
^* Cyclopoedia of Practical Medicine," iodine, alcohol, garden lettuce, 
carbonic acid — ^is it not obvious that we can receive the action of these 
substances in certain quantities, without their speciGc effects being in the 
least degree developed ? And yet a man may be narcotized by alcohol 
and lactucarium, and asphyxiated by carbonic acid. But the most fa- 
miliar exempHGcation is in the action of heat and cold upon our sys- 
tems. These are hurtful agents, destructive, even, in a certain degree 
of intensity ; and yet when their impressions do not transcend the ordi- 
nary power of resistance of the vis vitae, there is absolutely no injury 
done by them. And these remarks, I hold, apply to prussic acid. 

Perhaps 1 have now said all it is safe to advance ; but if you will in- 
sure me against the labor of meeting controversy, I will add, that, as a 
friend of temperance, I do not like to see so much stress laid on the 
word poison. It is not enough to prove that an article contains poison. 
Prove that its effects, when used as a beverage, are poisonous, and that 
the natural consequence of its being introduced into general use .will be 
that men will be poisoned by it, and then the inference follows that it is 
wise to discard it. This I hold to be the proper connection which we, 
as physicians, have with the temperance reformation. Distilled spirit 
has been tried by this rule, and the verdict is against it. Yours, &;c. 

Salem, March 27, 1839. A. L. P. 
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ARTIFICIAL PALATES. 

Some very ingenious specimens of workmanship in gold have been shown 
us, of late, intended to remedy the effects of cleft palate. Dr. Geo. H. 
Gay, an operative dentist, who resides at No. 252 Washington St., Boston, 
seems to have given particular attention to this kind of malformation, which 
he has found means to remedy in a way that calls forth our admiration. 
A two-fold advantage arises from the contrivances devised by this gentle- 
man : in the first place, food and drinks are swallowed with less difficulty, 
€is the connmunication between the mouth and nostrils is effectually cut off, 
as in a well-formed roof; and secondly, the whole character of the voice 
is at once changed, from an indistinct nasal sort of echo, to somethiiig like 
a properly-modulated tone. This, however, becomes more and more per- 
fect by experience. Without going into a long account of the precise 
mode of adjusting the artificial to the natural but defective apparatus of 
the naso-pharyngeal cavities, we strongly recommend Dr. Gay to this class 
of unfortunates. The expense is by no means unreasonable, and it is 
therefore within the reach of those who do not happen to be rich, to avail 
themselves of this curious and important assistance. Editors of news- 
papers would doubtless confer a favor on many who may suppose them- 
selves beyond the reach of art, by circulating this information. 
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New York Medical Examiner. — For three or four weeks past, the New 
Fork Whig,ia its modified form, comes to us minus the Medical Examiner^ 
which was a very importaat department, and interesting to the general 
reader, as well as to the medical profession. No reason has yet heea 
given for relinquishing it, and hence some considerable anxiety is mani- 
fested to know why the terse and spirited manager has left his friends so 
abruptly — without even saying God-speed to his survivors. With the ex- 
tinction of that bright light, there is not even a farthing-candle luminary 
left in New York in the shape of a medical periodical, so that we have 
no means of ascertaining a single item of that sort of intelligence which 
it is supposed may always be collected in a great city. In this dilemma» 
it has occurred to us that it is possible the editor of the late Examiner, 
with whose name, to our regret, we are unacquainted, may be on the eve 
of elaborating a distinct publication, in which he can make an exhibition 
of his powers to far better advantage than in a common newspaper. How- 
ever, after waiting a reasonable time, if there is no resuscitation of the 
old favorite, or the projection of a new one, we shall deplore the loss, and 
seek through private correspondence for the medical chronicles of the 
commercial emporium. 

The Philadelphia Medical Examiner continues to be conducted accord- 
ing to the original design, and gains favor wherever it circulates. 



Maryland Insane Hospital, — It seems, from a paragraph in the Medical 
Library, that a report has been made by Dr. Collins, chairman of a com- 
mittee of the House of Delegates, and that the people of that State are "sen- 
sibly alive to the condition of the insane." It is to be inferred, therefore, that 
an institution for their accommodation is contemplated. The progress of 
humanity requires that that neglected and much abused class of unfortu- 
nates should be provided for in the most comfortable and liberal manner^ 
throughout the entire country. Massachusetts has a pattern hospital for 
lunatics, admirably conducted, which may be visited to great advantage by 
those who are appointed to organize asylums for the same philanthropic 
purpose. New Hampshire is in a good way : within one or two years, at 
farthest, it is presumed that those wretched outcasts, who, in consequence 
of their alienation of mind, have been chained in hovels, and starved and 
frozen, as unfeelingly as though they were criminals of the worst descrip- 
tion, will all be provided with a cheerful, happy home. 



Cteneral Washington's Teeth, — A few days since a small engraved pro- 
file was shown us, under which were these words — " John Greenwood^ 
Dentist to his Excellency General Washington." This led to further in* 
quirie8,when we were informed that General Washington, in the latter 
part of his life, wore a complete set of artificial teeth, on both jaws, which 
were manufactured by this Mr. Greenwood, who then resided in the city 
of New York. Washington usually had two sets on hand, in order to 
meet any sudden emergency, in case those in use were broken. A letter 
16 extant, in which he requests Mr. Greenwood to forward a new set, that 
he might be prepared to speak before the ensuing Congress. The last 
tooth which was extracted from the General, being carefully preserved 
came ultimately into the possession of the son of Mr. Greenwood, also 
an eminent dentist of New York, who had it secured very choicely in a 
gold seal, many years ago, and which is still kept, and believed to be the 
only organic relic, not entombed, of that great and good man* ^ , 

.itizedbyV^OOgle 



130 Medical htelligenee. 

From the TraUi CompUt de VArt du Dentiste, the following note is ex- 
tracted, in relation to the mode in which the teeth of the President were 
kept in place. " L'usage des ressorts a spirales date de plus d'un demi 
si^cle. Leur emploi est d*ailleurs si facile que les personnes qui portent 
des dentiers fixes par ces moyens d'attache peuvent ais^ment les changer 
elles-memes k volonte: voici & cet ^gard ce que George Washington 
^crivait, le 20 Janvier, 1797, k M. Greenwood, son dentiste : * Envoyez- 
moi des ressorts k spirales d'environ un pied de long, sans les couper, et 
Joignez k cet envoi k peu pr^s le double de cette longueur de fil d'or peu 
cassant, du diam6tre que vous jugerez convenable pour que je puisse les 
fixer comme de coutume k mon dentier.' La lettre dont nous avons tra- 
duit ce passage est enti^rement ecrite de la main de Washington ; elle est 
dat^e de Philadelphie, et elle nous a 6te envoy^e par M. Greenwood fils, 
Tun des denttstes les plus distingu^s de New- York.'' 



Creosote, — A correspondent is solicitous to know in what manner creo- 
sote is prescribed to be most serviceable, in what diseases, and the exact 
strength of the article which is requisite. He also inquires — is the pure 
creosote colorless ? " That which we obtain," he says, " is of an amber 
hue." There is such a diversity of opinions upon the subject, that we 
much prefer to hear from some gentleman who has been in the habit of 
using it extensively in a miscellaneous practice, presuming that he would 
more satisfactorily answer the inquiries of the person alluded to above. 



Machifies for Spinal Distortions, — We have been informed by an 
anonymous correspondent, through the post office, that Dr. Abbe, of 
Litchfield, Conn., who has a private establishment for the treatment of 
spinal distortions, is discarding the brass corslets^ and is copying the appa- 
ratus made use of by Dr. Brown at the Orthopedic Institution in this city. 



Premature Parturition — the Infant weighing hut seventeen ounces — 
lived twenty four hours, — At a late meeting of the Medical Society of 
Augusta, Geo., the doings of which are fully reported in the Southern 
Medical Journal, Dr. Dugas related the following case. Phillis, a young 
negro woman, had a severe attack of remittent fever, during which she 
was repeatedly threatened with abortion, having violent uterine contrac- 
tions, which were usually quieted by opiates. She was discharged well 
on the 19th September, and continued so until the 2d of October, when, 
about an hour before day, she was taken with nausea, vomiting, and vio- 
lent labor pains, soon followed by a discharge per vaginam. I gave her 
an opiate, but in an hour after she was safely delivered of a girl weighing 
seventeen ounces, and which lived four and twenty hours ! The little infant 
opened her eyes, cried, sucked a " sugar teat," would gape, and indeed 
seemed disposed to live on. She, however, gradually became less viva- 
cious, and finally died. 

When called to see the mother, I found the fundus of the uterus nearly 
or about as high as the umbilicus, which had led me to estimate the preg^ 
nancy as one of six months ; but from the calculations of the mother and 
grandmother, as well as from the child's development, it could not have 
exceeded five and a half months. 
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Army Surgeons. — A medical commission will be in session in the city 
of New York on the 15ih of May, for the examination of medical gentle- 
men who may wish to enter the Medical Staff of the Army of the United 
States. By a reference to the American Medical Almanac of 1839, page 
16, the mode of making application, with every other necessary informa- 
tion, may be obtained. The opportunity for obtaining commissions is 
highly favorable. 

Bums. — In the Pennsylvania Hospital, recently, four cases of Imms were 
treated, two of which involved more than two thirds of the body, and died 
within twenty-four hours after admission. The others were principally 
treated by the stimulant practice. One was dressed at first with raw cot- 
ton, which was continued for a week, when, on removing the dressings, 
owing to their offensiveness, several parts were found filled with maggots, 
produced, no doubt, from the egg having been previously laid in the cot- 
ton, as the weather was too cold for the fly to be about. When a severe 
case is first received, it is sometimes dressed with warm poultices, until 
the sloughs separate, and is found to be comfortable to the patient, and 
ready of application, — Dr. Harris's Report in Medical ExamiTier. 



Glanders in the Human Subject. — The identity of glanders in the hu- 
man subject and in the horse has been recently demonstrated by M. Rayer. 
A patient in M. Soux's ward, at the Hotel Dieu, had contracted glanders 
while examining a diseased horse. M. Kayer took some pus from the pa- 
tient, and with it inoculated a healthy ass. The animal died with all the 
signs of acute glanders, nine days afterwards. — London Lancet. 



Medical Miscellany, — Dr. Harvey Lindsley, of Washington, has been 
writing on the " 111 health of American women," in a southern literary 
paper. If he has made any discoveries, why not present them before the 
profession through an appropriate organ, a journal of medicine ? — It is 
estimated that the blood circulates through the head 4000 limes an hour, 
and that the entire volume of blood passes once in every three minutes 
through the heart. — No. 6 of the American Phrenological Journal is abroad, 
but the articles in it are too tediously long — and, in point of scientific 
interest, fall below those of the five preceding numbers. — Health Tracts 
for February and March, have been published in Boston, which will have 
just about as much influence on the public as snow tracks. — Considerable 
anxiety is felt for Dr. Van Wyck, Assistant of the U. S. Fleet Surgeon 
of the Mediterranean Squadron, who had an apoplectic fit on deck, near 
Gibraltar. — An asylum for the deaf, dumb and blind, is to be established 
at Staunton, Augusta Co., Virginia, by a recent act of the Legislature. — 
Dr. Flint, of the Louisville Medical Institute, has performed the operation 
of lithotomy very successfully. He cut to the staff, and entered the blad- 
der with the same instrument — a long, narrow scalpel, which he considers 
the simplest way of proceeding, when the perineum is not very deep. He 
intends to perform lithotripsy — an operation never yet performed west of 
the mountains. — At Cincinnati, the faculty of the two rival medical schools 
are represented to be quite by the ears ; it is even said that Dr. Mussey 
has been forced into the controversy, but Dr. Parker takes no part or lot 
in the matter. — In the village of Lower Sandusky* Ohio, is a female al- 
bino — a fac-simile negro in conformation, bom of black parents, but with 
a fair, white skin and hair. ^ t 
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Diip, — At Tecumseh, Mich., Dr. Isaiah C. Straw, late of Methuen, Mass., aged 
30.— In Boston, Dr. William King, electrician, 78. — At Baltimore, Dr. John Jame^ 
Giraud, 85. 

Whol* namber of deaths in Boston for the week ending March 30, 96. Males, 19— females, 17. 

or consumption, 8-->typhoas fever, l^infeutile, 2— scarlet fever, 6— lung fever, 2->o]d age, 1— ■»' 
rasmus, 1 — ^flts, 1 — intemperance, 2— debility, 1— croup, 1— dropsy on the brain, 1 — asthma, 1— apo* 
plexy, 2.— inllammaliou of the brain, 1 — stillborn, 2. 



OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, 

FoDHDBD on the Philosophy of the Human Economy in Health and in Disease, in 3 Parts. By J 
A. Gallup, M.D., author of Sketches of Epidemic Diseases in the State of Vermont, late Professor of 
Theory and Practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine, and of the Clinical School of Medidne^ 
Ex-president of the Vermont Medical Society, Hon. Member oi the Medical Society of the State of 
New York, &c. 2 vols. 8vo., pp. 676. 

" As the writer has been chiefly induced to undertake the labor of the above work, in cooaequenc* 
of two very courteous memorials addressed to him fl-om all the students present of two classes at dtf> 
ferent medical institutions, requesting a publication of his lectures, or the prlodplea embraced ii 
them, he has presumed, with respect Ail regards, to present these outlines to the Students of Medians ' 
In the United States, with a hope of their being in some measure U8et\i] to the Science of Medicine.* 

Emtraci of a Letter from Pro/etaor J. nr. t'rancis^ M.D, — ^^ Having read the manuacnpt of Dr. 
Gallup, on the Institutes of Medicine,! am free to remark, that it is the result of great research, and long 
and extensive medical experience. The author, while occupied as an observer, has recorded his infe- 
rences, with the praiseworthy design oi adding lo the stock of sound practical information. Bis book 
will be read for the originality and excellence of many of his views, and the masculine development of 
the writer's reflections. It will deserve and find a place In the library of the student, and be oftcft 
consulted by the medical practitioner with advantage. 
" New York, 1838." 

Just published by OTIS, BROADERB A, CO., 120 Washington street, Boston. M 20. 

SITUATION. . 

A roiiiro PHTsiciAif, In a town about 18 miles flrom Worcester, wishes to sell (Voni two to three kin- 
dred dollars worth of personal property, consisting of a horse, gig, medicine, Ac. ; and emigrate. 
Town contains about 2000 inhabitants— two religious societies, and good schools through the year. A 
letter to the editor of the Journal, post-paid, will direct to tiie town and physician, of whom the cob- 
ditions and any particulars may be obtained. M 6— 4teop. 

TO PHYSICIANS. 

A PHvaiciAir wishing a stand, where he may command a large business, may hear of one by appUc*' 
tion to the editor of the Medical Journal ; if by letter, post paid. M. 27 — tf 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tf s sulHcriberii aie nssocinled for the purpose of giving a complete course uf medical Instroctloa. 
Trioir pupiis will have regular nccess to the medical and surgical practice of tho Maasaefaysetts Gen- 
eral Hospital. They will be ndmilied, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which eon- 
st-iiilly pre.ieiit!* a l<irge iiiiriiber (if important caites, and where opportunities will be aflbrded frrsc- 
qiilringn practical knowled«|[e uf compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be furnished 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior lo any in the country. To tbs 
pupils, particularly to ihane in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be aflbrded for 
acquiring a persnnhl acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Justiuction byexsni- 
n iii<Mi9 nr lecture:* will be siven in the different branches of medical studies, during the lulervsl be- 
tween thti puhlic lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be furnished 
to the students at the expense of the tnstructers. GEORGB C. SH ATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNIMG, 
JOHN WARE. 
Oct 31~.eptf GEORGE W. OTtP, Ja. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 
Thk medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements that bo 
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A DISSERTATION ON ANAEMIA. 
[Concluded from pag« 1M.J 

Mercubt, from its general stimulating effects, has been universally es- 
teemed as one of the most powerful of known alteratives ; but its chief 
Daediciqal power seems to depend upon removing obstructions from the 
whole glandular system and upon equalizing the circulation. Whatever 
good effect, however, it may produce in inflammatory, congestive, and 
some other complaints, from long experience we are satisfied that in 
diseases of debility, its stimulating properties never fail to break down 
the constitution and to quicken the fatal tendency of the disease. There- 
fore, except an occasional blue pill at night, to be followed with some 
gentle cathartic next morning, mercury should never be employed in the 
treatment of anaemia. Hence some other remedy, possessing an in- 
fluence similar to that of mercury over the secretions, must be sought 
fcr, which will not add to the existing debility. In reflecting upon the 
various articles of the materia medica. In order to select some one of 
them, whose action would pervade the whole system, without producing 
that debility which follows the employment of mercury, sulphur was 
chosen, because it acts most powerfully on all the secreting organs, es- 
pecially on the liver, spleen, pancreas, kidneys, perspirable glands of 
the skin, and on the secretions of the mucous membranes of the ali- 
mentary canal. It also increases the animal beat, which is always defi- 
cient in ansmia. 

Another reason for employing sulphur in the cure of bloodlessness, 
was the high encomium passed by the late Dr. John Armstrong on the 
salphuretted hydrogen gas, as naturally combined with the Harrowgate 
and other similar mineral waters, when employed in the cure of chronic 
afllections. These mineral waters often removed the disease, after mer- 
cury and' the usual remedies failed to give relief. We also knew it to 
be successfully employed by the planters of the south and west in re- 
iDoving the intermittent fevers of their slaves, and consequently that it 
possessed tonic properties ; that in all cases, where employed for any 
length of time, it uniformly increased the animal heat, vigor, and strengtn 
of the muscles, and consequently the activity of the whole body — cir- 
cumstances of much importance in all diseases of debility. Now in 
this substance we found an agent capable of exerting nearly as great an 
influence upon the secreting organs as mercury ; but with thb difference, 
that its long continued use invigorates the system, wbibt meican^ in- 
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creases the irritability and debility attending the disease. Chemists 
have ascertained that sulphur is a constituent part of the blood ; and it 
is ^ subject worthy of investigation to inquire whethpr the blood may 
not be deficient in sulphur, in ansmia and some other diseases. 

These considerations induced us to employ sulphur in the treatment 
of anaemia, and we have not been disappointed in the. good effects anti- 
cipated from it ; for under its exhibition the circulation becomes more 
equalized, the coldness of the feet and hands gives place to a natural 
warmth, and the paleness of the face is changed to the glow of health ; 
the perspirable glands of the skin are restored to their proper functions, 
and the dryness of the surface is succeeded by a mild diaphoresis. The 
dejections show that a change has taken place in the secretions of the 
liver and other abdominal glands. The excoriation and ulceration of 
the mucous membranes of the primae viae heal, and the system is gra- 
dually restored to its accustomed vigor. 

But this favorable issue is not always to be expected, more especially 
when the disease has existed for a long time previous to active medica- 
tion ; yet neither the physician nor the patient should be discouraged, 
but persevere in the use of the medicine, and often health will be 
restored. 

If there is a tenderness and pain at the scrobiculis cordis, either a 
few leeches, blisters or sinapisms, applied to the region of the stomach, 
may sometimes be necessary previous to the use of sulphur. The sul- 
phur should be given in doses proportioned to the circumstances of the 
patient. When the bowels are costive and the patient complains of a 
vertigo, it should be fiven in sufficient doses to move the bowels once 
or twice daily ; but if in moderate doses it is not sufficiently laxative of 
itself, it may be combined with calcined magnesia — and when it pro- 
duces griping, the lac sulphuris, or the washed sulphur, may be substi- 
tuted, or it may be given in combination with soda or other alkalies. 
In those cases where a diarrhoea or a dysentery accompanies the disease, 
the sulphur may be reduced in quantity, and be given with opium or 
with Dover's powders. 

Whether sulphur combined with neutral salts, as found in the natural 
sulphur springs, is preferable to the uncombined sulphur in substance, 
we do not know, but presume that all mineral waters containing the sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas, whether in combination with ^salines or not, 
possess high remedial properties, in this and most other chronic affec- 
tions ; and where the strength of the patients is adequate to the under- 
takitig, we should advise them to visit the sulphur springs in Virginia, if 
no others are found near home. The change of air will often benefit 
the patient as much as the medicinal waters. 

To relieve the soreness of the mouth, the gargles above recom- 
mended may be used ; and when a diarrhoea or dysentery is present, 
the remedies before advised may be employed, notwithstanding the use 
of the sulphur. 

Sulphur may be made into pills, combined with other remedies, as in 

. the following forms. R. Sodae sub-boracis, b2; sulphur, precip. 1 dr.; 

nittcilag. acaqiaSi q. s. Fiant pilulae 24, quarum capiat tres ter quotidi^ 
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R. Ferri sub-carbon., 1 5 ; sulphur, depur., 1 5 ; myrrb©, 1 J 5 ; 
aloes soc., 1^ 3 ; fellis taur. inspis., 1^ 5 • Pounded well together, 
and divide into pills of 4 gr. each, of which take two or three, three 
times a day. Some cases will occur where the sulphur will not cure, or 
where from some particular idiosyncrasy it cannot be taken, when some 
other remedy must be substituted for it. 

In a few cases we have derived much benefit from an infusion of the 
leaves and flowers of the garden marigold (calendula sativa). An ex- 
tract of the leaves and flowers would contain all the virtues, and would 
be a much more elegant form of the medicine. It is thought to be 
aperient, and to promote the secretions in general, by all the old writers 
on the materia medica ; and it has certainly appeared to produce that 
efect in all the cases in which we have given it a fair trial ; and there- 
fore we recommend the calendula as one of the best adjuncts to other 
remedies in the treatment of ansemia. In one case a physician informed 
us that he removed the disease by the daily and liberal use of the 
calendula, without other remedies. 

The meadow rue (thalictrum dioicum) is a very popular remedy for 
curing the canker of the mouth, as this disease is commonly called. A 
sux)ng infusion is employed internally, and also used as a wash for the 
ulceration of the mucous membrane of the mouth. We are not suflSciently 
acquainted with the medicine to decide what its real virtues are, or to 
decide whether it may be beneficially employed in the treatment of ans- 
mia or not. All the species found in this region possess similar proper- 
ties, so that they may be employed promiscuously. 

Creosote is a medicine which has lately been introduced into practice, 
and, judging from the few trials made with it, we think it one of the 
best known remedies to remove local or general irritability of the sys- 
tem. In an irritable state of the stomach, attended with vomiting, it is 
the most efiectual remedy, with which we are acquainted, to quiet this 
organ and to restrain its inverted action, from whatever cause, even in 
the cholera itself. Creosote will also remove the irritable state of the 
mucous membrane of the whole digestive tube, and heal the ulcerations 
that are present in it. Hence in anaemia, attended with vomiting and 
ulcerations of the mucous membrane, creosote will often prove a sove- 
reign remedy, after other articles have failed to afibrd relief. The short 
period of time that creosote has been medicinally employed, has not 
disclosed many, and perhaps but few, of its healing virtues, and whether 
of itself it will ever be found adequate to the cure of anaemia, is uncer- 
tain ; yet it is a most powerful adjunct to other remedies, and will assist 
in removing some of the most distressing symptoms attending the disease. 
It may be given in the dose of one drop combined with a mucilage of 
gum arabic, every hour or two, until vomiting ceases, or it may be dis- 
«olved in chloric ether or in alcohol, which will dissolve it in any pro- 
portion. Or the creosote may be dissolved in eighty parts of water, 
uid in that form employed as a gargle or taken internally ; but some- 
times the gargle should be made of much greater strength. 

We shall now proceed to mention the causes which induced us to 
empky an article which will extend our resourees, and, as we th]ok» 
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prove a most valuable addition to the remedies now in use in the cure 
of anaemia. As the debility in this disease increases, the irritability 
also increases, and hence the most eiSectual remedies will be all those 
articles which remove these two symptoms. For many years past w^ 
have successfully employed the nitrate of silver, in the pencil ionn, or 
in solution, for the cure of ulcerations on the surface oi the body, es- 
pecially in the case of irritable sore legs, and in that painful affection of 
the ends of the 6ngers called paronychia, and have found it one of the 
most powerful allayers of irritability with which we are acquainted ; a 
few applications only in such cases being sufficient to remove the pain 
and irritable state of the sore, to reduce it to the state of a simple puru- 
lent ulcer, and to induce a most rapid healing process. These considera- 
tions induced us to prescribe the solution, in the proportion of 2 gr. of 
the nitrate to an ounce of water, for the cure of excoriated nipples in 
nursing women, and we soon found it more efficacious in this painful 
affection than any other remedy we had ever employed. We after- 
wards prescribed it as a gargle in the ulcerations of the throat whicb 
accompany scarlet fever, and in those burning ulcerations of the mouth 
which accompany the anaemia ; and in these affections it was found 
equally beneficial as in the case of sore nipples and other irritable ulcera- 
tions, its chief efficacy, as we supposed, depending upon its power of 
lessening the irritability of the part affected. 

Reasoning from analogy, we concluded, if the nitrate would relieve 
the local, it would also remove the general irritability of the system, 
when given internally. We also knew that it might be given internally 
to the extent of several grains daily, without producing any bad effects, 
and that within a few years it had been found one of the most effectual 
remedies when given for the cure of that kind of epilepsy which de- 
pends upon an irritable state of the system. Hence we were induced 
to employ the nitrate in the treatment of general anaemia, hoping that it 
would produce the same salutary effect on the mucous membranes of the 
stomach and bowels, that had followed its application to the mucous 
membrane of the mouth and fauces ; also that it would remove the de- 
bility and irritability so constantly present in this disease, and stimulate 
the secerning system to a healthy performance of their functions. 

We therefore commenced the internal use of the nitrate of silver, in 
the dose of one quarter of a grain three times a-day, and gradually in- 
creased the quantity up to one or two grains for a dose, if the con- 
tinuance of the disease required its augmentation, and soon its good 
effects were visible in relieving the cardialgia, pain of the stomach and 
bowels, flatulence and palpitations; and in proportion to the alleviation 
of these symptoms, the irritability decreased, the digestive organs were 
restored to their healthy functions, and digestion being more perfectly 
performed, and tlie appetite increased, the wasted vigor of the system 
was gradually restored, and the pale cheek gave place to the blush of 
health. In the dysentery and diarrhoea which often attend this disease, 
the nitrate proved almost a specific, given either by the mouth, or in the 
form of enema, or both ways, as the case required. The action of this 
^^^ine is, however, not confined to the primaB viie^ but i^ eoUeodod to 
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the whole system, influencing all the secretions, and changing the mor- 
bid into healthy actions. Perhaps it exerts some specific power or in- 
fluence over the ganglion or organic class of nerves ; but whether this 
is the case or not, it is certain that some cases of ansemia, incurable by 
other means, can be cured with the nitrate, as we have several times 
experienced. 

At this very time we have a patient rapidly recovering to perfect 
health, under the use of the nitras argenti,'who has been harassed during 
the three last months of her gestation, and the two or three first of her 
nursing, with the functional derangements attending aniemia. Diarrhoea, 
or an almost insufferable sore mouth, has been constantly present, and 
occasionally there has been a vomiting of a tough, acrid phlegm, and 
twice from the same cause has she sufifered severely from a dysentery. 
With the ordinary remedies we could alleviate the symptoms, but not 
wholly remove the disease, and we almost despaired of the patient's re- 
covery, from the alarming state of emaciation and debility into which 
she had £illen, until happily the nitrate was employed. 

We therefore, without hesitation, recommend the nitrate as one of - 
the roost eflfectual of all the known remedies, in the cure of anaemia ; 
but to say that in all cases of the disease it would prove as certainly 
efiectual in the cure as bark is in intermittents, would be incorrect. Yet 
it will sometimes remove the disease, when all other means have failed. 
It is also a valuable adjunct to other remedies, and the use of this article 
will not preclude that of any other which the disease may demand, ex- 
cept incompatibles. That, like mercury and sulphur, its action pervades 
the whole system, stimulating the glandular organs and restoring their 
healthy functions, is proved by the changed appearance of the bile in the 
dejections, also by the circumstance of its passing out at the cutaneous 

E>res, and in some instances tinging the skin of a bluish-black color, 
ut the skin is not very often tinged by the nitrate, unless from long- 
continued and excessive use, and therefore this ought to be no objec- 
tion to its employment. However, when the skin becomes colored, a 
free use of cream of tartar is said to remove it. 

The crystals being the roost pure, should be preferred for internal 
use. Tlie nitrate roay be given in the form of pills, or in solution. 
The pills are made by dissolving the nitrate in distilled or other pure 
water, when either crumbs of bread, containing no salty or some fiirina- 
ceous substance, may be mixed with the solution, so as to form into a 
mass, to be made into pills containing one fourth of a grain each. 
These pills may be given one at a time, four times a day, and gradually 
increased until two grains are given in the course of twenty-four hours. 
Or the solution in distilled water may be given in the same dose. 

When employed as a gargle, or in the form of enema, two grains of 
the nitrate may be dissolved in an ounce of water. When given per 
asum, to relieve the dysenteric pains, it may be combined with lauda- 
num, and sometimes with starch water. This combination will be 
found much more effectual is relieving the tenesmus, than the laudanum 
and starch without the nitrate. 

Our partioular views of the salutary effect of the interoal use of the 
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nitrate in complaints affecting the secretions and mucous membrane of 
the digestive canal, which are usually attended with great debility and 
irritability of those organs, and generally of the whole system, are con- 
firmed by the experience of Dr. James Johnson, of London, and re- 
cently by Dr. Boudin, " Who [says the reviewer] has published an in- 
teresting article in the Gazette Medicate Marseilles^ in which he extols 
the remedial powers of the nitrate of silver in inflammation in general, 
and especially that of the mucous membranes. Dr. B. resorted to this 
remedy in an epidemic typhous fever (foHicules enteritis) which prevailed 
in Marseilles, in September, 1835, with striking advantage. He used 
as an injection 3 or 4 grains of the salt, dissolved in 6 oz. of water, ad- 
ministered night and morning. In more than fifty patients, treated by 
, this means, two only died, and the post-mortem examination of these 
established two important facts — ^first, that the remedy had not produced 
any irritation, superadded to the inflammation of the disease, but that 
many of the ulcers were in a state of cicatrization — second, that although 
administered exclusively per anum, the remedy had extended its action 
beyond the ileo-coecal valve, and communicated to the inferior portion 
of the small intestines the greyish color observed in the whole extent of 
the mucous membrane of the large intestines. Dr. B. says it is an 
error, though a common one, to attribute to the nitrate of silver a local 
action, and as not extending an influence beyond the surface with which 
it is placed in contact. When given by the mouth. Dr. B. recommends 
this formula: R. Argent, nitrat., gr. 6 ; aqua pura, q. s. Solve et 
adde adsaturand g. tragacanth vel amylum. M. fit. pilul. No. 12. One 
to be taken every half hour until the desired number, four or eight, be 
taken." 



SARATOGA WATERS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — Having been driven from Hartford, Conn., to the fountains 
of Saratoga for the improvement of my own health, and having, since 
my settlement here, been called upon by many invalids to direct them 
in the proper application of these celebrated waters, I have thought it 
might be acceptable to your numerous readers to learn something from 
one who has had, and expects still to have, the responsibility of advising 
invalids in the correct use of these powerful natural remedies. 

To this measure I am not impelled by private considerations merely. 
No physician can assume the post I have occupied since the death of 
the late Dr. Steel, and witness the numbers who leave these fountains 
positively injured, and return home to their former medical advisers in 
disgust and often in despair, without experiencing deep pain and sym- 
pathy at the miserable perversion and misapplication of one of the most 
efficient medicines in the world. There is not one of your readers that 
would fail to be unhappy in like circumstances. And how can it be 
otherwise ? Many individuals come here without any professional ad- 
irice, or direction^ or preparation. Having worn out their physicians, or 
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baao the rounds of the nostrums, they resolve to spend two or three 
weeks drinking and bathing at the pools of Saratoga ! Very many pro-' 
cure no directions from their physicians at home. A visit to Sai-atoga 
is somehow to cure them. 

Precisely as if they should say, in an ordinary attack of sickness, " I 
will go to the druggist's and procure some medicine." " Ah ! but what 
medicine ?" " No matter, medicine is medicine." " But how do you 
know that your present disorder will be benefited by the remedy you 
may happen to select ?" " No matter, I am sick, and there must be some- 
thing on the shelves of the apothecary, to whom every body resorts, that 
will cure me." In the same manner, valetudinarians often visit mineral 
springs. Without knowing at all whether their diseases be inflammatory 
or the reverse — whether they are plethoric or reduced — whether they 
Deed the water as an alterative, diuretic or cathartic — whether they need 
the warm, cold or shower bath, or neither: — in short, in utter ignorance 
of the variety of ways the remedy can be brought to bear on various 
disorders in different constitutions and temperaments, they mostly seem 
to come with two simple purposes — to deluge the stomach with as much 
water as they can swallow, and resort frequently to the baths. In this 
way the plans of the patient are often thwarted, his hopes blasted, and 
he leaves us, wondering that such crowds should resort to a place where 
he has received nothing but trouble and disappointment. 

Do not understand me that these things occur in a majority of cases. 
Many apply directly to physicians at home, or here, and receive proper 
preparation for the beneficial efifects of the remedy, and are directed par- 
ticularly as to the time, quantity and mode of administration, and the pro- 
per regimen to be observed. Such persons pursue the very rational course 
of regarding mineral waters, particularly of this village, as they would 
any other powerful article of the materia medica — -liable to produce 
great benefit or mischief, according to its application, and in this way 
experience the happy results of their visit. And of those who take the 
waters on their own responsibility, many are doubtless greatly benefited, 
and concur with others in spreading the reputation of the springs of 
Saratoga. 

It is that the nature of these waters should be more widely known to 
the members of our profession, and that suffering invalids should receive 
more accurate and full directions and preparation from their family phy* 
sician before leaving home, that I have ventured to ask a place in your 
columns for a few hasty communications. In my next I shall hope to 
illustrate the real character of the various mineral waters of this village, 
as a therapeutical agent in the removal of disease. With respect, he. 

Saratoga Springs, N. F., March 26, 1839. M. L. Nokth. 



aUACK MEDICINES. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — ^Will some of your correspondents be good enough tell 
what can be done in cases where we. come in contact with j^uack medi- 
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ernes which we know to be injurious, and yet 6nd that our credulous 
friends are placing implicit confidence in them ? If we speak franlcly, 
openly and boldly against their use, our patients will say that it is a mat- ' 
ter of course that we should disclaim against all medicines that we do 
not prescribe ourselves, and charge us with cherishing a selfish principle 
and with a want of benevolence ; but neither conscience, honor or duty 
will allow us to speak favorably of their use. 

For the last few years, Brandreth's pills have been " all the go." 
Dozens on dozens and boxfull after boxfuU have been taken in the same 
family, and by the same individual too, among my acquaintances, to 
their decided injury, to say the least. We all know that these pills are 
composed of the most drastic ingredients. 

About two years ago, while residing in Connecticut, I was called upon 
early one morning to attend a delicate young lady, who, her husband in- 
formed me, had symptoms of being in labor, but her time was not up 
by two months or more. On examination, I found that labor was, in- 
deed, already considerably advanced — as the child's head was lying in 
the inferior strait of the pelvis. She was soon delivered of a small, 
feeble child, weighing about four pounds, and probably at about the 
seventh month of pregnancy. A good deal of flooding supervened 
upon the expulsion of the placenta, which, however, was soon sup- 
pressed by efficient means. The woman has been feeble ever since, 
complaining of a pain in her back, and a weakness in the region of the 
pelvis. The child still lives, but is small and sickly. And now for the 
cause of all this. 

When I saw that my patient was safe, I inquired of her mother what 
had been the state of her health for some time previous to her confine- 
ment. She stated that her daughter had been somewhat troubled with 
costiveness, and that the day before she had iBkensix Brandreth^s pUU; 
that they had operated very violently, and that she had been tormented 
with a constant desire to go to stool ever since, till the labor pains com- 
menced. Who will wonder at the result of such a course ? 

Within a very short time I have been called to see a delicate, ner- 
vous lady, six weeks after her confinement. I found her pale and 
trembling, pulse frequent and small ; there was a great degree of irrita- 
bility throughout her whole frame, and she was constantly teased with 
painful retchings and tenesmus. Having been costive since her confine- 
ment, she had, the day previous, taken a dose of BrandreMs jpUb. She 
recovered after a few days. 

I ask, again, what can be done to stop the ravages of quackery, which, 
within a few years, have spread to such an alarming extent throughout 
our whole country ? Yours, be. 

UnionviUe, Mass., March 23, 1839. E. G. Wheeler. 



DR. MINER'S ADDRESS. 

[The address of Thomas Miner, M .D. to the candidates for degrees 
and licenses, in the Medical Institutioa of Yale College, was alluded to 
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in the Journal some weeks ago, and we have since been endeavoring to 
find room for extracts from it. We can this week give only a portion 
of the concluding part, with the regret that we cannot insert the whole 
address in our pages.] 

After ally notwithstanding the highest physical and mental cultivation, 
a great part of the success and usefulness, and nearly all the happiness, 
which a professional man can really expect to enjoy, either now or here- 
after, must principally depend upon the discipline of his mind. All his 
mental and moral faculties must be in a healthy condition. It is no 
matter how much the understanding may be improved. Acquirements 
of this kind frequently serve only to increase the sensibility to the trials, 
pains and troubles inseparable from this life, where the will and affec- 
tions have never been properly trained, and become habitually directed 
in a true course. It is not usurping the province of the moralist and 
divine, for teachers of every description to keep the importance of this 
moral discipline always in view of their pupils. It is the only sure 
balance wheel, by which the variegated actions of life can be regulated, 
and kept in proper order. Nothing besides keeps us from being too 
much elated m prosperity, or tpo greatly depressed in adversity. A 
physician, to be as useful to himself and others as is possible, must be 
not only a learned, but a good man, in whom all the amiable and be- 
nevolent feelings are developed and cultivated. If his temper is not 
right, everything about him is apt to go wrong. If the unruly feelings, 
passions, and appetites, are not, in a great measure, subdued and con- 
trolled, he is more than most other men beset with temptations, which 
are liable to call them into action. The great law of benevolence and 
charity, in addition to its being bindmg upon all, is peculiariy imperative 
as respects himself. It is not out of place to state, that this law, in its 
various bearings and rami6cations, is most perfectly developed in the 5th> 
6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew, commonly called the sermon on the 
mount. The ablest and most practical commentary upon it is to be 
found in the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians. 

An accurate acquaintance with that charity which is so inimitably de- 
seribed by the apostle, together with its cordial and habitual application, 
would fit us for any condition or sphere of life. We should perform all 
our duties, and pass through all our trials, with ease and satisfaction, and 
by acting well our part here, we might humbly hope to become fitted 
ibr another and a better world. 

But, 1 cannot dismiss this part of the subject here, when endeavoring 
to exhibit some of the principal means of becoming pennanently useful 
in the performance of duty. 

The scriptures, besides being the only sure guide to a blessed immor- 
tality, contain the only perfect rules for our conduct in this life, as re- 
lates to ourselves, and our fellow men. A mere worldly man, who con- 
fines his views to the present time, can no where find the principles and 
maxims of common prudence so clearly delineated, as in the Bible. In 
iK> other book is human nature so accurately described. In no other 
lx)ok is the true method pointed out for succeeding well in this world, 
and for living comfortably and respectably. The spirit of humility, 
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meekness, charity and benevolence, which it inculcates, will keep man- 
kind clear of a great portion of the ills of life, and will teach to bear 
those which are unavoidable with a submission that lightens them of 
half their burden, and makes their weight very tolerable. When to 
this is added a well-grounded hope of a blessed immortality, even the 
greatest temporal sufferings are comparatively a trifle. In a civilized 
and Christian community, be who follows the precepts of the gospel as 
strictly as human imperfection admits, will find he has no burdens which 
he is unable to bear, in ordinary circumstances, aud will be exposed to 
no trials which are not adapted to strengthen and improve his virtue. 
He makes a true estimate of the world, and therefore is not disappointed 
and ruffled when everything does not go as he could wish. He rightly 
values all the blessings which he enjoys, and finds that most of the ad- 
versity which he suffers, has either been caused, or materially aggra- 
vated, by his own fault. This teaches him humility, submission and 
resignation. 

It is olten made a question, how far the distinction of wealth, honor, 
and eminence, is to be sought after and desired. 1 think it is not difficult 
to settle the matter, upon Christian principles. The pursuit of either 
of these objects, for itself, is but a sordid, selfish concern. At the same 
time, each has its value, and is not to be despised, under certain restric- 
tions. As far as it is followed, npt as the end, but as the means of 
doing good, it is desirable. A professional man is. a conspicuous public 
agent. He must, therefore, have a character which will give him an 
influence superior to most men in private stations, or he cannot make 
an impression sufficient to become extensively useful. A comfortable 
support, a respectable standing, and reputation for skill, to a certain de- 
gree, he must possess, as they are the principal means to enable him to 
do the duties of his calling. 

There is no clashing of duties, if they are performed according to the 
spirit of the gospel. When exercising benevolence to others, we are 
best providing for ourselves ; and when properly providing for ourselves, 
we increase our ability to be useful to others. And both sets of duties 
are cheerful and happy exercises of themselves ; but they are much 
heightened, and receive a new relish, when they are performed in love 
and obedience to our Creator. 

I feel it incumbent upon me, in an address to young men who are go- 
ing out into the worid, to insist upon the necessity of this moral disci- 
pline of the will, affections, passions, and I may add, appetites, because 
without it, the highest cultivation of the powers and faculties of the un- 
derstanding must be very defective and imperfect. They are liable to 
meet with difficulties and troubles on every side ; but by far their greatest 
difficulty is, to conduct themselves rightly under them. If they con- 
sider this world, as it is in reality, as only being a place of trial, in which 
they are to become fitted for another and better state of existence, they 
will find that no burden is laid upon them which is improper for them to 
bear. Indeed, it will be borne easily and cheerfully, or at any rate, it will 
be received with submission and resignation, when it is felt to be the 
means of their own improvement. Under the opposite trial of sudden and 
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unexpected prosperity — ^which, when it happens to occur, is as difficult to 
be borne as adversity — they will be able to conduct themselves with 
meekness and humility. 

Cowpet said of his country, with great propriety, patriotism, and 
good feeling, 

** England, with all thy faults, I love thee still." 

So a good physician loves his profession, and a good man loves his fel- 
low men. It is a striking mark of depravity — or, I more charitably 
think, in many instances, of a diseased mind — to take a morbid delight 
in recounting and complaining of the difficulties of our profession, and 
of life in general. A healthy mind needs no such acrid stimulus, and 
shrinks from such unnatural excitement. It delights in what is lovely 
and amiable, and has always bright spots enough in view, upon which 
the eye can rest with satisfaction. As a general rule, the smiles of 
Providence are far more numerous than the frowns, and we have abun- 
dant reasons for gratitude for the many unmerited favors we enjoy. 

Those who have not sadly misjudged of their talents and faculties, 
and have not Bntered upon the profession with mistaken views of its na- 
ture and object, will find that their success, under Providence, is to de- 
pend almost entirely on themselves. This is what has been my princi- 
pal aim to inculcate. With sound moral princi])le for the foundation—^ 
without which nothing can be stable — aided by common sense and com- 
mon prudence, there can be no reasonable apprehension of failure. The 
occasional obstacles and difficulties, with the temporary fears, will prove 
only a sufficient stimulus to bring all the energies into action. It was a 
maxim with Sir William Jones, that whatever any other man could do, 
he could do. A degree of confidence of this kind in his own powers, 
though tempered with suitable modesty, is necessary for every young 
man to possess, who aspires after eminence, as the means of doing the 
greatest good in his profession. 

One thing is certain. All can do their duty. It is upon this princi- 
ple that all moral accountability rests. Without it, all laws and com- 
mands would be an absurdity. He to whom his Creator has loaned a 
capital of ten talents, and he who has but one, are equally responsible, 
for the charge intrusted to their care, and are equally bound to conduct 
themselves as good stewards, who will one day have to render an 
account. 



TREATMENT OF TINEA CAPITIS. 

[We find the following remarks on the use of the eupatorium perfolia- 
tum and super-tartrale of potassa, in tinea capitis, by Dr. W. Zollickoffer^ 
of Maryland, in the last No. of the Philadelphia Medical Examiner.] 

The combination under consideration, being productive of the effects 
of a general alterativey has decided advantage over the internal reme- 
dies and external applications commonly resorted to in the treatment of 
tinea capitis. It is more prompt and effectual, and seldom fails to re- 
move the disease in a very short time. Tinea capitis may be controlled 
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in its progress, and radically cured in five or six weeks, by its use, with- 
out tlie necessity of having recourse to the various depilatory applica- 
tions recommended by authors, all of which are productive of unneces- 
sary uneasiness to the patient, to say nothing of the disagreeable eflfects 
growing out of such a course of treatment. 

Considering this malady as the development of a general deranged 
condition in the office of the skin, locating itself on the scalp and its^ 
immediate proximity, produced by a degree of hepatic functional de- 
rangement, I have long since been persuaded that an alterative course 
of treatment is essential for its removal ; and the practice i have adopted, 
based on this pathological view, has proved successful, whether this 
opinion of the doctrine of the diseased action constituting this trouble- 
some malady be correct, or not. Preferring to the mercurial prepara- 
tions, any remedy that is competent to the production of the same con- 
secutive displays in the treatment of disease, in the affection which is 
the subject of this paper, I have found the combination recommended so 
efficacious, that I venture to solicit the profession to make a trial of its 
powers. 

In using the perforatum (the pofwdered leaves), and cremor tartar, in 
the dose of ten grains of the former, with twenty of the latter, three 
times a-day, from four to six weeks, desquamation will readily be found 
to take place, and the scalp to assume a healthy condition. I occa- 
sionally prescribe, particularly if the bowels are constipated, a dose of 
the tartras sods et potassae, or sodae sulphas ; and, if the subject of the 
disease is of a plethoric habit, the dietetic course is strictly antiphlogistic ; 
the latter precautionary means should be carried out to a certain extent 
under all circumstances. External applications, when this remedy is 
used, are altogether unnecessary. I exhibit the medicine in water, and 
occasionally add some sugar to render it more palatable. 
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There is a paragraph on our table, cut from a western paper, which says 
that " this institution continues to decline." " The catalogue of the stu- 
dents of last winter exhibits the smallest class that has assembled within 
her walls for the last nine years." "The falling off in the number of 
graduates is twenty per cent, upon that of the last season." Now this 
appears, at the onset, like rank slander ; but in the course of human 
events, if it should happen to be true, it is greatly to be lamented that 
such a man as Dr. Douglass has gone out of fashion; or that the facilities 
and excellencies of that school, whi«'.h in former times commanded the 
highest respect of the learned, should no longer be appreciated. The 
difficulty is not, we apprehend, in the faculty, if any difficulty exists — for 
each individual of the board must become better and better qaalifiedi by 
^ip and experience, to sustain the school ; but the generation is becoming 
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both superficial and perverse, and this is the reason that so much back- 
biting characterizes the medical ranks of the western country. We have 
implicit confidence in the Lexington gentlemen. If it so happens that 
there is a diminution of students, what has that to do with the mode of in- 
struction ? The system has suffered no deterioration. 

Without a particular partiality for any, we look forward, with hope, for 
the triumphant success of all the medical seminaries of the great west. 



Louisville Medical Journal, — Much to the regret of all well-wishers to 
the progress of medical science, it has been officially announced, by the 
publishers, that the above-named Journal, which was of a most creditable 
appearance in size and matter, has been suspended. Two numbers only 
appeared, before it had its quietus. Whether there was a lack of patron- 
age, or a lack of materials, has not been ascertained. The probability is 
that too many such publications have been parturiated within a geographi- 
cal compass, in the west, which is too small to afford sustenance to all of 
them. Many of the periodicals in other parts of the country, devoted to 
scientific interests, are vigorously sustained, though they have all gone 
through varied scenes of tribulation to gain their present condition. 



Dr. Fletcher's Truss. — The adaptation of Dr. Fletcher's truss to the 
anatomical structure of the parts concerned in hernia, will be tolerably 
well explained by the accompanying drawing and its references. 




The drawing represents the parts as seen after the skin and adipose 
substance have been dissected away, thereby exhibiting the several parts, 
their relation to each other, and also the adaptation of this instrument to 
the varieties of hernia. A, refers to Poupart's ligament, extending from 
the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium, downwards and for- 
wards to its attachment at the pubis. B, refers to the internal ring, as 
seen through the fascia ; the dotted lines represent the course of the canal 
from the internal through the external ring, down into the scrotum. C, 
the external ring formed by the division of Poupart's ligament, near its 
attachment at the pubis. D, the place where crural or femoral hernia ap- 
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pears unier Poupart's ligament. E, the femoral artery, indistinctly seen 
through the fascia lata of the thigh. F, the circle which the pad performs, 
and at any desired point of which, the pad may be made stationary. 

By the foregoing explanations the fact will be fully shown that one in- 
strument will answer equally well for the different kinds of hernia. 



Chcb Feet. — Dr. Brown is uncoinmonly successful in putting distorted 
and misplaced bones of the feet precisely where nature intended they 
should be. We saw him divide the tendons of the heel, the other day, 
very adroitly. It is far from being a frightful or even excruciatingly pain- 
ful operation. A note from the doctor contains the following observations. 

" My mode of treating club feet, by the section of the tendo Achillis, is 
according to the plan laid down by Bouvier, and which has been highly 
approved by the Royal Academy of Medicine at Paris. I make use of 
an instrument described by him, called the tenotome." 



Dr. Wallace on the Eye, — Having procured illustrations of this gentle- 
man's discoveries in the eye, it is our intention, the coming week, to pre- 
sent an extract from one of his recent lectures, as the easiest mode of 
making the author familiarly understood. Dr. Wallace has gained a 
celebrity in Europe, by unwearied devotion to the anatomy of the visual 
organs, that must be gratifying to a numerous circle of distinguished pro- 
fessional friends. 

Dr, McKean. — No announcement could have been more surprising than 
that of the sudden death of Dr. Joseph W. McKean, of this city, on 
Thursday evening last. We have known him many years, and appre- 
ciated the many excellent qualities which gained for him the personal 
friendship of a wide circle of acquaintances. While we sympathize with 
an afflicted family of relatives in this melancholy dispensation of divine 
Providence, we feel that the medical profession of Boston has also met 
with a severe loss. To urbanity of manners he united a devoted attention 
to the sick, which gave him an increasing field of practice as years sped 
their way. 

Dr. McKean studied with Dr. Walker, of Charlestown. After receiving 
the degree of M.D. he visited Europe, passing considerable time in the 
hospitals of Paris, and finally, on his return to the United States, estab- 
lished himself in business in this city, about fourteen years ago. Some 
ten or twelve years since, soon after the organization of the Vermont 
Medical College, then principally under the auspices of Dr. Gallup, au- 
thor of a valuable publication which has just appeared. Dr. M. gave a 
course of lectures on anatomy, in that school. He has been a counsellor 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and a spirited promoter of every 
plan for enlarging the sphere of medical and surgical knowledge. 

Dr. McKean was son of the late Professor Joseph McKean, of Har- 
vard University, and was born in 1800. He was exceedingly tall, and 
rather slender, but with the exception of occasional interruptions, arising 
from a predisposition to a pulmonary disease, he enjoyed, of late, very 
good health. On the day ot his decease, he had been as well, apparently, 
as in months past, and manifested unabated activity in the routine of pro- 
fessional visits, even to within an hour of the arrival of the messenger of 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Medical SSscelhtny. 147 

death. On sending, about 6 o'clock, to the room to which he had retired 
for study, to call him to tea, he was found dead in his chair. We have 
heard of no post-mortem examination, and presume his death was caused 
by some affection of the heart. 



Medical Miscellany. — Dr. Dyott, of Philadelphia, for fraudulently con- 
vey ing away his property, to the injury of his creditors, is likely to find 
that the way of the transgressor is hard.— Mr. Fowler, the phrenologist, 
has returned to Boston, and taken an office under the Marlboro' Chapel. — 
An apothecary has opened a shop in Constantine, since its occupation by 
the French — the first one ever seen in that part of Africa. — Dea. John 
Whitman, of East Bridgewater, Mass., completed his 104th year last week, 
and is in excellent health. — A new edition of Dr. Oliver's System of 
Physiology is wanted, as copies are getting scarce. — Dr. Gallup's new 
work seems to meet the approbation of medical philosophers, without dis- 
tinction. — Two volumes are abroad from the press of Marsh, Capen, 
Lyon and Webb, Boston, on the Science of Life, by Sylvester Graham. 
— The fatality of scarlet fever, in some sections of Virginia, is exciting 
alarm and consternation. Nine children are said to have falleri victims 
to it in two families, belonging to the same neighborhood. — Mr. R. S. 
Davis, of Boston, the publisher, is about sending forth a fourth edition of 
the Class-book of Anatomy. The work meets with a rapid sale — having 
been introduced into the principal academies and high schools in New 
England. The demand for the work in the southern and western States 
is also increasing. — The Grand Jury of Quebec has found a bill against 
Dr. Holmes, for murder. — An Irish woman, a convict in the House of 
Correction, at South Boston, on Tuesday evening, April 2d, became the 
mother of a pair of twin boys, making her fourth pair of twins within a 
few years. The husband is also a convict in the same prison — both being 
committed last December. — Whole number of deaths in the U. S. Marine 
Hospital at Chelsea, the quarter ending March 31st, 12; the whole num- 
ber of patients in the same time, 182. — A paper in a small quarto form» 
called the Medical Recorder^ is published at Cincinnati, by the proprietors 
of Miles's Compound Extract of Tomato! — Dr. Ei G. Tucker, a surgeon 
dentist, has been writing, very understand ingly, on the teeth, in the Verr 
mont Mercury. His manuscript should have been given to a medical jour- 
nal, at once. — Dr. Sigmond, of London, has just finished an elaborate 
series of lectures on the medical and physical properties of tea, at the 
Medico-botanical Society, and is preparing them for the press. — ^A man, in 
England, after drinking freely of beer and spirits, swallowed an ounce of 
laudanum. By the use of the stomach pump, fiagellation, bastinadoing, 
the cold douche, and a cayenne plaster to the stomach, his life was saved. 
The bastinado was used to such an extent, that the integuments of the 
feet sloughed off. — Mr. Wakley, editor of the London Lancet, has been 
elected coroner for the county of Middlesex. — Sir B. Brodie orders the 
following preparation to blistered surfaces, when troublesome. Prepared 
chalk, olive oil, of each five drachms ; rose water, two oz. Mix. — The 
will of Dr. William Barthrop, who died at Kinderhook, is making con- 
siderable excitement. Out of $150,000, he bequeathed $15,000 for the es- 
tablishment of an infirmary in the village of Kinderhook. — The Legisla- 
ture of Virginia has resolved to appropriate $20,000 to erect the buildings 
of a deaf and dumb asylum, and 810,000 annually for defraying ita 
expenses. 
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To CoRRBSPOifDE.'CTs.— The favon of Dr. WillianM will receive atteiiti<»i 
next week ; also the Meteorological Journal for March. 

Died,— In Boston, Dr. Joseph W. McKean, aged 38.— At Brooklyn, N. Y^ Dr. 
Thomas J. Boyd, of the U. S. Navy.— At Providence, Jacob Puller, M.D., author 
of the dissertation on anaemia concluded in tliis day's Journal. 

Whole number of deaths in Boston for the iiveek ending April 6, 38. Males, 18— females, 80. 

Of consampUon, 3— delirium tremens, l->iniUunmation of the bowels, l-~old age, 2— tnJJammatkMi 
of the lungs, 1— spasms, l-^flts, 8— scarlet fever, T—dropsy, 1— debility, 1— lung fever, 5— catanh, 1 
— 4iTer complaint, 1— «cald, 1— Infiintlle, 8— apoplexy, 1— cancer, 1— dropsy In the head, 1— dlaeaae of 
the heart, 1— «tillborn, 2. 

TO PHYSICIANST 
A PHYSiciAir, residing a short distance from Boston, wishing to retire fh>m profbssional bnaiiieM, 
offers his estate for sale, which consists of good buildings and a small farm. The situation is aa eligi- 
ble for a physician as can be found in the State. For particulars, inquire at this office. 
A. l(^-5t* 

DR. HULL'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER^ 
This new instrumeut for the radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, by •xternal 
application, superseding the use of the objeutionable pessary, is confidently recommended lo the 
afflicted as the means of a perfect restoration to health. It never having failed of performing a eur«, 
even under the most aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbutioa of Sir 
Astiey Cooper, of London ; Sir Benjamin C. Drodie; Sir James Clark, Physician to tbeQiMen; 
Or. Arthwell, Lecturer on Midwifery to 6uy*s Hospital ; Dr. RIgby, i<ectarer to St. Bartholonraw*t ; 
J)r. Griffith, Lecturer to Westminster Hospital; Ur. Rarosbothaui, Lecturer to London Hocpiul ; 
Robert Ferguson, Lecturer to Westminster Lying-in Hospital ; Dr. Sweatman, Lecturer to Midalesex 
Hospital, and Senior Accoucheur to aueen Charlotte's Lying-in Hoepilal ; also by Henry Oavias, 
Conquest ; Blundell, Lee, JMerriman, Surgeon Keaies, &c. ; by Ur. Moreau, President of the Acade- 
mia (iuyale de Medecine, Pari», and Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orleans : ProfeBsors Velpeao, 
Marjoliii, Paul Dubois, Sanson, and others— and in New York bv Professor J. W. Francia*, G. 8. 
Bedford, M.D., Professor of Midwifery in University of the city of New York ; Professor Delafield, 
Professor Francis U. Johnston, President County Medical Society; LAureua Hull^ President Medical 
Society, 'State of New York ; Professor James McNauchton, Albany ; Professor March, Profeasor 
Cyrus Perkins, Professor Doane ; James Webster, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, Geneva; 
David L. Rndgers, Professor Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Thomab Boyd, 6ilt>ert Smith, Hoaack. 
Stearns, Ludlow, Kissam, Vache, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other diatiDguialiaa 
physicians of the United Stales. AMOS G. HULL, 

Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 
^^ A constant supply of the above instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing ft Cutler (late Lowe 
fc Reed), No. 54 Chatham street, Boston. Lowe& Reed have sold many of the above InstrumeDta, 
and can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well ■• to 
patients to whom they have afforded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13— 6oi 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION^ 

Thb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instmcUon. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical ana surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital. They will be sidmitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which cob- 
stantly presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be aflbrded for ac- 
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be fteriilslied 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any In the country. To the 
pupils, particularly to those In the last year of their professional studies, facilities will beuorded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instrvctlon by esami- 
natlons or lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval be- 
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be furnished 
to the students at the expense of the instrocters. GEORGE C. BHATTUCK, 

WA(.TER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Get 31— eptf GEORGE W. CyTIff, Jb. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 

FOR THB TREATMENT OF SPINAL DISTORTIONS, CLUB FEKT, XTC. 

At 65 Btlknap Strealy Boston. Patients from a distance can be accommodated witfi board In tbe Im- 
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M:.D., Surgeon. 

\Ve the AutMcribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown's plan of an infirmary for tbe treatment of Spinal 
Affections, Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by oar aavlce 
whenever called upon. 

John C. Warren, George Hayward, Edward Reynolds, Jno. Randsll, J. Mason Warren, John Jef- 
fries, John Homans. M. S. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Shattuck, J. BIgelow, Enoch Hale, W. 
Strong, G^irge Parkman, D. Humphreys Slorer, George W. Otis, Jr., Winalow Lewis, Jr., J. H. 
Lane, Bdw. Warren. Geo. B. Doane, John Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint. 
.Ronton, August 1, 1838. tf. 
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SARATOGA WATERS.— NO. U. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

DcAB Sir, — ^The subject to which I wish to call the attention of your 
readers on the present occasion, is the medicinal chabactsr of the 
waters of Saratoga Springs. 

By many practitioners these are considered as nothing more nor lest 
than an agreeable and generous laxative, and beneBcial in cases of con- 
stipation, bilious derangements, dyspepsia, be. But that there are 
other qualities that sinaultaneously oo-operate with the aperient ettoct of 
the remedy, alid are inseparably connected with it, is established beyond 
all doubt, and should be known by our proiessbnl generaUy, who are im 
the habit of sending patients to this village. 

There are two methods of testing the nature of an agent that is id be 
introduced into the materia medica ; viz., by carefully watching and 
recording the therapeutical effects of the article by the bedside, and by 
chemical analysis. The latter criterion is good as far as it goes. If 
sulphur be the only or principal ingredient in a mineral spring, we can 
bring analogy to decide, d priori, what must be the tendency and effects 
of the water. The same is true of a specimen that is principally saline, 
or principally chalybeate. We can feel, too, a considerable degree of 
coo6dence when two or more constituents are found in combination, pro* 
vided we are acquainted with the modus operandi of these substances 
when administered by themselves. But every medical roan knows there 
are limits to this mode of reasoning. How often has the practitioner 
been surprised at the augmented, diminished, or less irritating efieets of 
some off-hand combination, that would be wholly unlocked for by esti- 
mating the separate agency of each article. 

So of mineral waters. Chemical analysis can soon decide the etMt 
medicinal nature of a new spring, independently of clinical observation. 
There are three reasons for this. 1st. Many medicines, such as oxyd 
of iron, carbonate of iron, pulverized cinchona, calomel, the extractif, 
the gum-resins when given in pills, capsicum, ginger, &c. pass throogh 
the alimentary passages with very little diminution from absorption. 
Mineral waters, on the contrary, as may be teferred from Dr. BeaiH 
mont's experiments, are introduced into the mass of blood by the ab- 
sorbents of the stomach, without any previous deposition or digestion, 
and thus these mineral Ag^ts, which, in their minute proportions, would 
be very tafttt id t staCtf 6( tewddc, tfrd fMhoiCteil to tbef itfnet &ri» elf d 
10 
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the bloodvessels, and to the minutest branches of the secretory appara- 
tus. How widely different these two modes of operation must be, all 
can readily understand. 2d. Chemical analysis cannot appreciate the 
mutual or Qualifying effects of the ingredients on each other, as above 
stated. 3d. In the language of Dr. James Johnson, of London (Econo- 
my of Health, p. 224), ^' Mineral waters contain, in all probability, 
many agents which we cannot imitate by artificial combinations. This 
is proved by every day's observation. Thus, the saline, aperient, 
mineral waters, will produce ten times more effect than the identical 
materials artificially dissolved and mixed. The same is true with re- 
spect to the chalybeate springs. A grain of iron in them is more tonic 
than twenty grains exhibited according to the pharmacopoeia." At page 
215—^' It does not follow, however, that waters contain no active ma- 
terials, because chemistry is unable to detect them. Powerful agents 
may be diffused in waters which are incapable of analysis, or destructi- 
ble by the process employed for that purpose. The only sure test is 
KXPERiENCE of their effect on the human body." 

With these qualifying remarks on the proper estimate to be put on 
chemical analysis, I proceed to lay before your readers the compositian 
of some of our principal springs ; and, 1st, the Old Congress tS^^ringf 
which is in the south part of the village, just east of Broadway, in 
our wine gallon, or 231 cubic inches, there are of — 

Chloride of sodium (table salt) , 385 Silex, 1 .5, 

grains, Hydrobromate of potass, a trace, 

Hydriodate of soda, 3.5, Solid contents, 597.963 grains. 

Bicarbonate of soda, 8.982, Carbonic acid gas, 311 inches. 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, 95.788, Atmospheric air, 7, 

Carbonate of lime, 98.098, Gaseous contents, 318 cubic inch- 
Carbonate of iron, 5.075, es. 

The analysis of Putnami's New Congress Spring, some 40 rods north 
of the old Congress, and on the east of Broadway, has never, to my 
knowledge, been completed. It is a finely flavored water, and has 
many properties similar to those of the Old Congress. This spring 
alone would do much towards continuing the present immense resort to 
this village. 

Besides these, there is a spring on the premises of Judge Walton, in 
the north part of the village, which has lately been newly dug and 
newly curbed, by which processes the fresh water has been effectually 
shut off firom the mineral, and it is now considered both by villagers and 
strangers as a new fountain. It is, indeed, a beautiful water. Possess- 
ing the general properties of the other springs already mentioned, it 
seems to have two peculiarities, viz., the abundance and fixedness of its 
carbonic acid gas, and its containing only 1-4 or 1-5 the amount of 
iron there is in the Old Congress. Numerous globules of the gas are 
«een (rom a distance floating in the water, and every few seconds ex- 
plosions of very large bubbles occur at the surface. It bids fair to be an 
excellent article for bottling, and it has fallen into the hands of gentle- 
men who» I believoi design to give it circulation. The results of an 
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ttitlTsis which are now before me, and which was made the past winter 
in Albany by Professor Emmons, I would insert, but the proprietors will 
probably have the process repeated before giving it to the public. 

This fountain has attracted great notice during the winter, and has 
been proved by numbers to possess the usual aperient and diuretic quali- 
ties ot the other springs above mentioned. Its re-construction, it is be- 
lieved, will add greatly to the medicinal resources and permanent pros- 
perity of the village. I need not stay to particularize the other springs, 
as the above receive the principal attention from visitants. The chaly- 
beate springs, of which there are several, are more tonic and less ape- 
rient than those already described. 

The length to which I have extended this paper forbids my enlarging. 
The above statements would show that these waters are thoroughly ape- 
rient, diuretic and deobstruent. They are also decidedly t(mic. This fact 
B fully confirmed by clinical observation. The late Dr. Steel, and all 
who have practised in this vicinity, as far as my knowledge extendsi 
have found the same tonic effects to accompany the use of the waters. 
And it is remarkable that this b found to be the case with all the mineral 
waters of Europe that are not simply sulphureous. The Buxton waters 
m England, which contain only 15 grains of saline matter in a gallon, 
and 6 inches of gaseous products, have been found, from a record of 
14,906 patients, to be highly stimulating and tonic. The bracing effects 
of the waters have proved a source of constant embarrassment to Dr. 
Robertson, of the place, and required continual counteraction. The 
same report comes from numerous other fountams in Europe; and con- 
fimis me in the position ^that the springs of Saratoga are not only diu- 
retic, aperient and deobstruent, but tonic. Respectfully yours, 

Saratoga Springs, April 3, 1839. M. L. North. 



AMERICAN DENTISTRY. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jourrud. 

DsAR Sir, — In a late number of vour valuable Journal my attention 
was called to a severe attack maae upon me by Dr. F., of Boston. 
The matter contained in it is such as scarce demands a moment's notice, 
so evident a design is shown on the part of its author to misconstrue and 
impute to me the worst of motives, in giving publicity to a letter and 
introducing remarks which seem to have had the magical effect of arous- 
ing the gentleman's ire. At first sight I had concluded to give it no 
mtber nouce than was exacted in patiently reading it, so evident was it 
that some motive deeper than the Quixotic spirit of acting the champion 
of what he considers the injured innocence of the American dentists, 
had instigated him to the unprovoked attack upon a '^ young foroigner." 
But as the matter in question has attracted the attention of the numerous 
and respectable readers of your Journal, firom having found a place in 
its pages, I feel that it is no longer a matter of choice with me, but that 
my duty to my numerous and respected firiends of the medicid faculty 
in this country, demand firom me Uiat I should state not only the cause 
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that led to the piihlishing of the communication from Mr. Nasmyth, ta 
vhicb Dr. F. has taken so many and such ill-founded exceptions, but 
likewise correct, for their beneBt and my own exculpation, the mistakea 
of Dr. F. relative to my note accompanying the letter in question. 
And now, first, for the motives which led to its publication. 

You will recollect, Mr. Editor, that soon after receiving Mr. Nas« 
myth's letter, I was reading some parts which I considered of interest 
to yourself, when you requested it of me for publication. I objected, 
and gave, as my reasons, that it was not written by the author with the 
intention of ever being given to the public ; at the same time remarking, 
as a further objection, that it contained matter which was in itself of a 
private nature. This, you will recollect, was overruled by yourself, as 
you remarked that you were anxious to give it to your readers, as it 
contained valuable information regarding the state of dentistry in Europe. 
I then consented, with the proviso that you would allow me to stnke 
out such parts as I considered objectionable. Accordingly it was soon 
^fter published, with the addition of a few explanatory lines by me. 1 
there, unfortunately, gave utterance to that unhappy expression which 
the vivid imagination of Dr. F. has tortured into a pointed insinuation. 
If I have been guilty of a most heinous offence in innocently saying 
that some dentists withhold the most important discoveries from the pro* 
fes^on, it consists merely in conveying the correct idea that a roan's rea<< 
8on$. for his own actions are better known to himself than to others ; but I 
would here utterly disclaim any insinuation, any sinister motive, concealed 
under the oflensive expression which has proved so fertile a subject for 
invective to Dr. F. Mr. Editor, 1 have now given you, in a few words, 
a correct, certainly, if not a satisfactory, explanation of the introductory 
note that has subjected me to such harsh, and, I must say, ungentle- 
manly treatment from Dr. F. 1 will now ask your patience for a few 
moments while I reply specially to some statements in Dr. F.'s article, 
which, if not exactly incorrect, vary so widely from actual facts in my 
possession, that 1 feel called upon to lay them before your readers, that 
they may give their decision upon them. For however pleasant and 
generous an amusement it may be to Dr. F. to malign a young pvacti<« 
tioner, or foreigner, if he pleases, I feel it no less a duty on my part to 
sustain myself, so long as I can do it without resorting to direct vitupera* 
tjon, as the gentleman has done. 

May 1 inquire of the gentleman, if, when he refers to " those rega*^ 
larly bred to the profession," he is to be understood as alluding to those 
dentists who are members of the Massachusetts Medical Society, if 
90, the gentleman must be aware that members of this Society are bouad' 
to communicate all discoveries or modes of treatment that they may 
cjeem new or of importance to the profession. Again, Dr. F. knows, 
as well, if not better, than myself, that several members of this Society 
compel their students not only to pay $500 and upwards, but liko« 
wise either to give bonds, or their word of honor, not to divulge to or 
teaph others what they consider the secrets of the professk>D, before 
fbrcing them to submit to the same terms. Those practitkniefS' wbo> 
happened to be oienibefs of the aforesakf Sioeietf befim tb^ passi^ of 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Jbnmcan DeniUiry. 168 

die by-law which makes it necessary for dentists to become members of 
the Society to qualify them to practise, may consider themselves as under 
DO obligation to apply the law to themselves ; but surely the gentleman 
who 6rst proposed the law, and exerted himself to the utmost regarding 
it, should show us the example by strictly adhering to the laws of the 
Society of which he would force all others to become members. Dr. 
F.'s mind seems to admit the truth of this position, when he says, in a 
semi-apologetic tone, that, although each httle improvement in the treat- 
ment of diseases of the teeth, &c. is not published in periodicals until it has 
been fairly tested, still they will all appear in due time, either in this 
Of ID another form. What Dr. F. calls due time I do not pretend 
to know, but I will give the public the same facilities for judgment on 
these points that I have ; for instance, Dr. F., in a note to a little work 
which he published eleven years agOy stated that he had then lying by 
him the manuscript of a systematic work, nearly ready for publicatk>ny 
but in order to obtain some European works which are not to be had in 
this country, and to avail himself of some other advantages for coixh 
pleting the work, its publication had been deferred longer than was firslb 
intended. This work, Mr. Editor (which, no doubt, contains all the im- 
provements both in this country and in Europe, in the treatment of the 
diseases of the teeth, &c.), has, if 1 mistake not, never yet been given 
to the world. Again, Dr. F. says, that " they [ i. e. those regularly* 
bred ] do not choose to spread abroad their modes of practice in the 
columns of a newspaper, for the convenience of those who are picking up 
the means of practising dentistry at some rate or other." Although i 
would condemn, as soon as Dr. F., the mal-practice and quackery which 
prerail in such a degree in our pmfession, both hi this country and 
abroad, yet I would ask, if true knowledge in dentistry (without re- 
ference to the manner in which it is imparted) would be likely to do more 
harm, in proportion, than is every day effected by noticing in journals and 
other publications the most advantageous modes of medical treatment. 

I would again advance the fact regarding the late Dr. Hudson, of Phila- 
delphia, and I will call your attention to the written opimons of two emi- 
nent American dentists, to corroborate my statement. E. Parmley, io a 
note to Dentologie, says, '' We have cause also to regret that the late 
Dr. Hudson, of Philadelphia, did not, during his lifetime, embody bis 
professional principles for the benefit of his cotemporaries, and those 
who abal I succeed htm in dental operatk)ns. I m^y say , mikouifectr 
$f contradictwny that he has left behind him no one in this country so 
able to instmct, and so well qualified, from observation and experience^ 
tD be ase&l to tlie student." Dr. Fitch, " author of the most compre- 
hensive work on the teeth ever publbhed in this country," thus ex- 
presses himself regarding Dr. H. " Those only who have carefully 
attended to the subject, can have any adequate idea of the benefit the 
labors of Dr. Hudson have conferred, not only upon the people of thi^ 
dty, but of every part of the United States. When he commenced hia 
practkse here, he found the profession generally at a very low ebby 
isually ezBrcised by mechanics. Those great principles which elevalif 
dental surgeqr firom an art toi ft soinwe, were' almost entiivljF o>v^eriook«d 
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or unknown. To remove this mass of rubbishy to obliterate bitter and 
widely extended prejudices, was the task of Dr. Hudson. How well he 
performed his duty, can only be estimated by a reference to the state of 
the profession at the time he commenced his practice, and when he was 
taken from it by the hand of death. Previously to his time, nearly all 
the talent among the dentists of this country was directed to the making 
and inserting of artificial teeth. Dr. Hudson taught the possibility and 
the immense advantage of preserving the living teeth, instead of sufier- 
ing their loss and resordng to artificial ones. He taught that by strictly 
attending to the dentition of children, all the irregularities and deformity 
of the teeth might be prevented, and that by continuing our attentioos 
and performing timely operations upon any of those which might become 
defective, those useful organs may be preserved in perfection during our 
whole lives. Founded upon these principles, and recommended by his 
admirable operations, the practice of Dr. Hudson soon became the 
praise and admiration of all who witnessed or experienced its beneficial 
efifects. Hb name was soon placed as first amongst all those who prac- 
tised dentistry in this countiy. This reputation he always retained. 
For a great many years, to equal his operations has been the highest 
ambition of other practitioners ; none expected to excel them." 

Fully aware of the great and well-merited reputation of the senior Dr. 
Flagg, I would take this opportunity of stating one particular instance 
which came under my own immediate observation, and which shows, in 
a remarkable degree, the efficacy of filling, when skilfully perfonned. 
I was consulted, some two years since, by a gentleman who had em- 
ployed Dr. F., senior. On examining his teeth, I found two cavities 
filled with gold. Their appearance was such as would indicate, to a 
casual observer, that the operation had been but recently performed, bat 
the gentleman assured me that they had been filled by Dr. F., senior, 
33 years since ; and I believe no dentist of the present day, notwith- 
standing the advantages that we may now possess over our predecessors, 
could have improved the filling, even after the lapse of so many years. 
At that time Dr. F., senior was the principal, and, I may say, almost 
the only dentist in Boston ; and fix)m my own grand&ther. Dr. Spenoe, 
having been the only dentist of note b Philaddphia, at the same time, 
I feel myself more identified with the dentists of this country than those 
of any other, although guilty of being a foreigner by birth. I would 
also pay Dr. J. F. ¥. a just tribute, in stating my conviction that he 
has done much to raise the profession to its present stand in Boston, and 
to him we are indebted for many valuable improvements in our art ; but 
I must likewise state it, as my opinion, that science would make but 
slow progress if overy individual who wished to acquire each new im- 
provement was bound to pay not only a large sum, but likewise pre- 
vented from divulging it to others without exacting the same terms. 
Whatever additional knowledge I have been able to obtain in this coun- 
try, either in the filling of cavities, or in the manuftcturing of porcelain 
teeth, 1 have paid for it ; and whatever confidence may have been placed 
kk me by the Boston dentists, there is not one who can say that oe has 

WDiuucated to me uny of their peculiar mediods of operating. 
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It is with feelings of the utmost delicacy, Mr. Editor, that I can ever 
defend myself from an attack on my private motives of action in a pub- 
lic journal — feeling, as I do, that your readers cannot be interested in 
tbe personal quarrels of individuals. You can, then, judge of my sur- 
prise, in not only witnessing Dr. F.'s making your Joumd the medium 
of personal invective, but of stooping to such petty weapons of warfare 
as to presume to judge of my humble plans, without ever having had 
the means of ascertaining what they are. He states that 1 have been 
made to believe that the great secret and excellence in filling teeth con- 
sists more in the particular mode in which pieces of gold are placed in 
them, than in the knowledge and experience of the operator ; and that 
to explain the whole secret, I send a tooth filled in a vice, by a Hudson 
operator^ to illustrate the different steps of an important and often diffi- 
cult operation. Now he has drawn what he considers a powerful simile, 
in comparing my illustration to sending an amputated limb from the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, to St. Thomas's, London, as an evi- 
dence of tbe skill with which amputation was performed in this country. 
That it presents itself in this light to the gentleman's intellect, I have 
no hesitation in believing, and cannot but congratulate myself that the 
intellect of others is not of this peculiar cast. I give you the case, Mr. 
Editor, that I may have the benefit of your judgment upon it ; if it, 
together with that of your readers, coincides with the gentleman's, I will 
then submit. I selected several teeth, and excavated them as I have 
been taught to believe in the most approved manner ; for instance, I 
made the opening as large as any part of the interior, and the sides 
perpendicular to the bottom of the cavity, instead of making the open- 
ing smaller, as was formerly practised. I then rolled some gold foil into 
little cylinders, of various sizes and lengths. I took one of these teeth, 
and placed in it as many of the above-mentioned cylinders as it could 
contain loosely, without altering their form in the least, simplv to show 
their relative position to each other and the cavity. I gave full expla- 
nations regarding the necessity of applying pressure between the cylin- 
ders, and in proportion as room is made between them, to add more 
of requisite size, until the cavity is wholly filled, giving, at the same 
time, a detailed description of the whole process, and the manner of ob- 
viating certain difficulties, such as the flow of saliva, &c. I sent a quan- 
tity of gold foil made by Marcus Bull, who is, by the way, an Ameri- 
can, and makes superior gold to any, either in this country or Europe, 
of the requisite thickness to show the contrast between it and that now 
used in Europe. As I before mentioned, I requested a gentleman, well 
known for his superior operations, although he may he a foUower of 
Hudson, to fill a tooth, which I sent with a number of other specimens. 
I obtained firom Mr. Johnston correct drawings of the instruments r^ 
Quisite. I called Mr. Nasmyth's attention to the advantages of making 
Uie healthy walls of the cavity hold the gold, instead of trusting to the 
shelving edges of the orifice, as has been the general dependence of most 
dentists. I also suggested to him the advantages of making use of India 
rubber between the front teeth to separate them, instead of resorting to 
the use of the file ; and also to the efficacy of tying saddler's silk around 
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the neoke of some leetb, to prevent the bleeding of the gum during the 
operttioD. Sir, do you appreciate the justness of the gentleman's 
simile ? 

i must again advert to Dr. F.'s incorrectness, to use the mildest 
term, regarding the new instrument mentioned in a former number of 
your Journal. This instrument does not happen to be that to which 
Mr. N. alludes, liut one which Mr. G. Combe brought to me from Eng- 
land, the invention of Mr. W. Robertson, a distinguished dentist in Bir- 
mingham. It consists of two parts, which move on a hinge, in the same 
plane, but of course in opposite directions. To the extremity of the 
one is a fixed fulcmm, and to the end of the other is a fixed claw, in all 
cases opposite to the same point of the opposing fulcrum. From this 
construction of the instrument, it will be evident that no difficulty can 
ever arise from any difference in the size of the tooth to be extracted, 
while, at the same time, from the circumstance of the operator having 
the power of regulating the exact degree of force with which the claw 
shall be held against the tooth, it is also evident that the instrument can 
be used as a pair of forceps, and consequently is applicable to all cases, 
whether the tooth be only slightly carious, or so much decayed as to be 
on a level with the gums or alveolar process. This instrument you no- 
ticed in a previous number of your Journal, as having been made and 
invented in Edinburgh, instead of Birmingham ; and as 1 showed a little 
key, which Mr. Nasmyth sent me, to Dr. Martin, and which was 
invented by him. Dr. F. concluded that I wished to pass that off as 
a new invention, and put a notice to that effect in your Journal. I 
would further say that i had no idea of your mentioning it, until i saw 
the notice myself, and observed the error. I also agree with Dr. F. in 
considering his oum forceps superior to any other instruments now 
in use. 

Dr. F. presumes that 1 sent teeth made by other dentists to Mr. Nas- 
myth, and passed them off as my own manufacture. But had Dr. F. 
read my letter, as most of your readers might justly suppose he had, 
from his bold assertions regarding its contents, he would have (bund that 
I gave credit to each person ibr the particular specimens that I sent. 
And I would further add, that Dr. F. and myself received instructioQ 
fli manufacturing what he considers superior teeth to any in Europe, 
firom the same individual, who, 1 regret to say, is unk^tppily an EngUsh^ 
man, as well as myself. 

As 1 hav^ not an opportunity of referring to Dr. F.'s communicaUon, 
I must necessarily omit much that I would wish to say explanatory of 
bis unprovoked attack upon me ; and I must say that i regret that the 
■ttack was made by a man who has sustained, deservedly, such a high 
stand both as an operator and a gentleman, as it conviiiees me that a 
gmilemmi can be guilty of ungentlemanly conduct. Yours, &c. 

OincMMioH', Ohio, Feb. 37, 1839. Hbnrt A. Dbwab. 
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THE ETE. 

BY WILLIAM CLAT WALLACE, M.D., HBW TORK. 

No person of ordinary intelligence would, on the inspection of a steam 
engine, acknowledge that tbe parts of a machine of such power, and 
indicating so much thought and design, could, by natural causes alone, 
assume their form, and be placed in situations proper for the purpose for 
which they were intended. It is clear that without the smelter the ore 
might have remained in the mine forever, and that without the mechanic 
the metal, when formed, would never have been a steam engine. 

It is proved by geologists that the earth we inhabit was at one time a 
melted mass, of such a temperature that no living thing, as at present 
organized, could then exist ; there was, consequently, a period when 
the machinery of animated beings was formed and put together, and 
when all the contrivances we witness were planned and executed. 
There were no gradual advances to perfection ; every organized being 
was at once adapted to the element in which it was destined to live. 
From the examination of the remains of animals, we find that their or- 
gans were as perfect thousands of years ago as they are now, whereas 
the master-pieces of human contrivance are daily undergoing improve- 
ment. In the construction of living creatures there is no room for im- 
provement — there is no science, nor art, of which advantage is not 
taken ; for when we discover a new principle, or application of a prin- 
ciple, we find, on an appeal to nature, that it has been known and acted 
open long before. As an exaniple : — The eye of the halibut is directed 
upward, and the animal could only see in that direction if there was not 
a provision for turning it forward. Below the eye-socket, and communi- 
cating with it by an opening, there is a cavity containing water, which 
may be forced into the socket, and be squeezed back again when re- 
quired. The ^kin is firmly fixed before, while it is loose behind, and 
permits the organ to be turned round and elevated, so that the ani- 
mal can see straight forward when the water is forced into the socket. 
To protect the nerve of vision from injury arising from the changes of 
temperature thus produced, a thick coating of jelly, a bad conductor 
of beat, is placed between the fluid and the nerve. The want of mo- 
bility in the neck is thus supplied by means quite as efficient, and which 
man, with all his ingenuity, did not discover or apply to a pi-actical 
purpose for more than 5000 years. 

The socket of the turtle contains cavities into which air may be 
forced and the eve be blown out, while numerous intersecting bands 
limit the extent of protrusion and keep it from bursting. By squeezing 
put the air, the eye mav be sunk so far that there is no danger of its 
being injured by strikmg against the shell, when the bead is drawn 
lapidly back. 

it is difficult to perceive how these objects could be accomplished in 
any other way than above stated. If the eye were pushed out by the 
direct application of muscular power, tbe muscles for the purpose would 
Qccunq^ SQ tnuch of the socket that there would be no room for those 
whicn mov^ the eye in diffeieAt directions^ Altbougjb deservedlj 
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vaunted as a modern discovery, the principle of the hydrostatic press 
was understood and practically applied long before the time of Bramah. 

When a magnifying glass is fitted into a hole in the window-shutter 
of a dark room, and the light which is admitted is received upon a sheet 
of white paper held at a certain distance, a beautiful but inverted pic- 
ture of everything before the glass is formed on the paper. The repre- 
sentation of the scene without is so true to nature that artists sometimes 
avail themselves of this method to make a correct landscape. The 
things essential to this experiment are : 1, a convex glass to collect the 
light from surrounding objects ; 2, an opaque or semi-opaque substance 
placed at the focus to intercept the light and make the image visible ; 
and 3y a covering to keep the parts in situation. The eye is just such 
an instrument, consisting of all these parts, besides others which cannot 
even be imitated, and it is constructed with such exquisite workmanship 
that even the microscope cannot exhibit the minuteness of its structure. 

The magnifiers of the eye are: 1, the transparent window through 
which we see the colored circle surrounding the pupil ; 2, a quantity of 
water which becomes a magnifier by the shape of the skin in which it is 
contained ; 3, the crystalline lens, which is the principal magnifier ; and 
4, another portion of water intersected by so many skins that it has the 
appearance of jelly. 

0. Cornea or window ; 6, aqueous humor ; 
c, crystalline lens, or principal magnifier ; <2, 
vitreous humor ; £-, optic nerve. 

1. The first magnifier, which is the window 
of the eye, is called the cornea, and resembles a 
small watch-glass fitted to the outer case or white 
of the eye, like the glass to the watch-case. 

2. The water behind the window is of the ifecaonoftheBy. 
purest transparency, and as it is not intersected by skins, the enlarge- 
ment or diminution of the pupil is not interrupted. 

3. The crystalline lens, or principal magnifier, consists of a series of 
coats, placed under each other like the liths of an onion, and these are 
again more compactly arranged as they approach the centre. In ani- 
mals which live in air, the principal magnifier resembles a common burn- 
ing glass, but in fish it is either round like a pea (a sphere), a pea 
slightly flattened (an oblate spheroid), or a pea elongated (a prolate 
spheroid). This magnifier is contained in a transparent case, the edge 
of which passes in front of the next magnifier, leaving an unattached 
part between them, called the canal of Petit, for the purpose of allow- 
ing it to be moved backward and forward for proper adjustment. 

4. About three fourths of the hollow globe of the eye is filled with 
water contained in transparent cells, which prevent the contents of the 
eye fix>m running out when wounded. The fluid of the opened cells 
only then escapes, and the form of the eye is preserved. On a prin- 
ciple somewhat similar ships are constructed, divided into various com- 
na rtments. one of which, only, fills when a plank is started, while the 

ncy of the vessel is preserved by the rest. From the intersec- 
^ the membranes forming the cells, the fourth magnifier resembles 
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a gelatinous mass, which, from a fancied similarity to melted glass, ba9 
bc^n called the vitreous humor* In the structure of these cells, and the 
sources whence they derive their nourishment, care is taken to avoid the 
retina ; for though they are close to each other, not a single vessel 
passes from one to the other throughout the whole extent of the lat- 
ter, with the exception of a sohtary vessel that proceeds from the en- 
trance of the optic nerve, a spot which is blind, and which does not 
therefore require the precautions requisite for vision. After there is no 
risk of interfering with the retina, the membranes fonning the cells pas» 
backward in the form of a star. 

The magnifiers just described collect the light in such a manner that 
an image is formed on the inner layer of the retina, which is covered 
with extremely minute bloodvessels, branching out like the veins in a 
leaf after the soft part has ben eaten away by insects. From the net- 
work appearance of these vessels, the whole nervous expansion has re- 
ceived the name of the retina. As the light proceeding from a magic 
lantern or through the magnifier into a dark room, would not ibrm an 
image unless there was a sheet of paper or other opaque or semi«opaque 
substance to intercept it, so the light passing through the magnifiers of 
the eye must fall on a similar substance before it can form an image. 
This net-work, then, may be called the screen on which the image is 
received. 

An image of the coarser vessels of the net-work, resembling a with- 
ered tree exhibited on a screen, will soon appear, if when the eye is di- 
rected steadily forward, we move a lighted candle up and down on one 
side of the line of vision. The vessels appear much magnified on ac- 
count of the proportion of the nervous expansion they cover when com- 
pared with an ordinary image. This representation may be owing to 
pressure on the vessels by a swelling of the nervous fibres, produced by 
a violent and irregular play of light upon them ; or it may be the effect 
of violent exercise of the colored circle round the pupil, and consequent 
accumulation in the neighboring vessels. 

The strings of the expanded nerve are spread over the net-work, and 
on these again there is a layer of minute globules, retained in their place 
by the finest skin in the body, called the coat of Jacob. 

The rays of light, after they are collected by the magnifiers, being 
intercepted by the net- work or screen, cause a vibration of the nervous 
fibres on the globules behind them, and these vibrations being communi- 
cated along the nerve, which, after joining its fellow of the opposite 
side, proceeds to the brain, vision is the consequence. 

a, entrance of optic nerve. There is an open- 
ing with a yellow margin, in the centre of the re- 
tina in man, around which the ends of some of 
the nervous fibres meet. The probable use of 
this arrangement is to enable him to see very mi- 
nute objects, for as sensation is most acute at the 
extremities of nerves, the impression bom a mi- 
nute object received on the ends of the fibres thus ^*^ •' **'*^ 
collected, will be more powerful than elsewhere, just as a stroke on tbe 
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end of a wire causes a greater vibration than on the middle. In order 
to give nourishment to these fibres, as well as to form the meshes of the 
net-work above described, a bloodvessel enters with the optic nerve, and 
in its course it avoids, by passing round it, this yellow spot, which is the 
most sensible part of the eye. The care which has been taken to keep 
the trunk at a distance is also extended to the branches, for no coarse 
▼esse! is permitted to approach this delicate structure and interfere 
with vision. 

We sometimes see a portion of the net-work of the fibres or of the 
globules floating before the eyes, when they have been for some time 
exposed to a very bright light, as after riding, when the ground is covered 
with snow. Tiie cause of the apparent motion seems to be this. As 
other nerves become erected, so the nervous fibres or strings become 
erect or tuned like a musical instrument, in order to be placed in a pro- 
per condition for distinct vision. Should there be any unusua) fulness 
of the reticulated vessels, or any displacement or deficient energy of the 
strings or of the globules, the strings will not be fi'ee to vibrate by the 
light, but will convey false impressions, when, during their erection or 
tension, they come in contact with bloodvessels, nervous fibres, or glo* 
bules, out of their natural order. 

As the image of a grain of sand or a still smaller object must be very 
minute, when represented on the retina, a very slight tension of the 
strings would make the bodies, to which we refer, seem to pass over a 
great space. 

One of the greatest discoveries in modem physiology, is that of Sir C. 
Bell, who ascertained that there are two sets of nervous fibres — one for 
sensation and one for motion. By the one the impressions from external 
objects are communicated to the brain, while the mandates of the will 
are conveyed from the brain by the other. Each of the organs of the 
senses is supplied with different nervous fibres, one set for sensation and 
another for adjusting the apparatus by means of which the sensation is 
effected. Magendie, an eminent French physiologist, found that wlien 
the adjusting nerve of the eye was cut across, the animal became as 
Mind as when the optic nerve itself was divided. 

I have noticed that pressure on one part of the retina conveys an op«> 
posite impression to tlie brain. If 1 shut my eyes and press the retina 
of one of them on the outside, the circle of light which is thus pro- 
duced will appear as if proceeding from the inside. If I press above, 
the circle will seem below ; and if I carry the fingers completely round 
the eye, the light will always be opposite to the finger. We may thus 
account for erect vision, although the image of objects is inverted on the 
retina. If with this disposition of the nerve the picture were not in* 
verted, everything would appear upside down. 

' From the inverted picture on the retina, and from the facts that chil« 
dren miss the object at which they grasp, and that a person who hus 
been born blind, after restoration to sight by an operation, could not at 
first see correctly, it was inferred that everything really appears upnde 
down, but that the error was corrected by the sense of touch* AJ* 
rtieugk it ieobvQHB tbat tba eyeft of chiUren are not.p«CKat firftOMft- 
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siderable time after birtb, and that eyes which have been couched are 
deprived of the use of the principal magnifier, it is remarkable that the 
opinion that we do not see correctly unless we learn to do so by expe* 
rience, is still maintained by most authors on the subject. A chicken, 
as soon as it is hatched, without any education of the sense of sight, can 
pick up a seed with unerring certainty, and the sparrow and the bee fly 
in correct directions at the very first attempt. Although we are con- 
vinced by the sense of touch that an oar may be straight, yet when 
partially immersed in water it will seem crooked ; and when we look at 
a long row of trees of equal height, the one which is most distant will 
appear the shortest, notwithstanding our experience to the contrary. 
The Divine Architect has formed every sense perfect in itself, and inde- 
pendent of any other. 

(To be contiDued.) 
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THE PRACTICE OP MIDWIFERY. 

A DEPLORABLE case of ignorance, violence and death, recently occurred 
in the city of New York, which should not go unrebuked. fey the ac* 
counts in the papers it appears that Dr. Septimus Hunter was called to 
Mrs. CozzenSfWho was in labor. After removing the placenta, under the 
impression that someibing still required removal, he exerted himself for 
an hcwr, notwithstanding the lady's cries of agony, and finished bis in- 
fernal task by tearing out her uterus. She died under his hands, a mar- 
tyr to his empirical practice. 

There are, in the city of Boston, practitioners of midwifery, who, if 
closely pressed, would be found as grossly ignorant of anatomy as the 
murderous Hunter. And it is well understood, too, that some of tbenv 
are stupid igoramuses ; but because their service can be bad a little under 
the regular professional fee of those who have devoted a wbole life to the 
acquisition of that species of knowledge which is an anchor of hope ia 
the chamber of sickness, they have a patronage which leads to wealthy 
but not always to honorable distinction. We deem it of importance to 
regulate the practice of obstetrics, since it has become notorious that a hor- 
rible waste of life is made, of both mothers and infants, by the bold*, 
reckless, officious daring of men and women who have not a single claim 
00 the score of scientific attainment. Hundreds of women are hurried 
out of existence by these speculators on life, though the community only 
occasionally hear of an aggravated case. Death in childbirih is too gene- 
rally considered unavoidable, and even the opinion that everything was a» 
it should be, by way of endorsement, by a person who is entirely incom- 
petent to decide, puts the people at rest even when they have been sud- 
denly shocked by an unlooked-for event of this kind. A jury of inquest 
should oftener be called. Cheap ignorance in physic seems to be prized 
in a land of civilization, while the learned are viewed with distrust and 
ofie^ with hatred. 
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Prepared Groats, — Whatever is of consequence to the comfort or even 
convenience of the sick, is also of consequence to the physician. Mr. 
Preston, a druggist, at No. 70 Federal street, Boston, an excellent chemist 
and a deserving citizen, has prepared groats for making pure gruel in the 
shortest time. But this is not the greatest advantage arising from the new 
mode of preparing the article ; there is a guarantee that it is just what 
the envelope declares — " recommended for making a delicate, nourishing 
gruel, not liable to turn sour on the stomach — all crude and indigestible 
qualities being removed by the peculiar mode of preparation." Physi- 
cians can order it from almost any apothecary's shop throughout the coun- 
try. Usually the market has been supplied from Europe with an article 
which becomes old, and in many instances wholly uni^t for use, by the 
time it is carried to the bedside of patients. Mr. Preston's oatmeal has 
the merit of being actually good and fresh, and therefore to be relied up- 
on at all times. 

WUloughby Medical College. — The following account of the annual 
commencement of the Willoughby Medical College, in Cuyahoga Co., 
Ohio, is from the Cleveland Herald and Gazette. 

The annual commencement of this institution was held at the College on 
the 25th of February, and the degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred 
on the following gentlemen. Their inaugural dissertations are annexed. 

W. H. Fox, of Cuyahoga Co., Ohio, on Cold and Tepid Bathing; J. 
W. Henderson, of Cuyahoga Co. Ohio, on Anatomical Education ; A. 
McFarland, of Cuyahoga Co., Ohio, on Purgatives; J. A. Sayles, of 
Cuyahoga Co., Ohio, on Dysentery ; J. M. Johnson, of Geauga Co., Ohio, 
on Aspidum Acrosticoides ; W. S. Streeter, of Portage Co., Ohio, on Cause 
and Effect; Henry Spellman, of Medina Co., Ohio, on Hepatica actUa; 
Ellsworth Rose, of Erie Co., N. Y., on Cynanche Trachealis. 

After the reading of the theses by the candidates, and the conferring the 
degrees, with the presenting of the diploma by the President of the insti- 
tution. Professor Delamater addressed the graduates in an able, eloquent 
and appropriate manner. While he depicted in an impressive form the 
highly responsible duties of the profession they had embraced, with the many 
opportunities which presented themselves of doing good in the practice of 
their avocation ; he also held up to their view a strong picture of the hos- 
tile and uncourteous conduct of practitioners towards each other, as being 
one of the main props of empiricism ; at the same time advising them 
against such an illiberal course. He also urged, in a mild and affectionate 
manner, the necessity of their being followers of Him who spoke as nev^ 
man spoke, and following out his noble example of ameliorating the condition 
of the distressed, and soothing pain and woe wherever it existed ; while 
he hoped, by their strict moral intercourse with mankind, they might raise 
the standard of the medical profession to that elevation which it so justly 
merits. 

The medical profession of this section of country will very soon feel 
the beneficial influence of this school in the advancement of medical 
literature. The high literary and scientific acquirements of the present 
faculty, together with their lofty-toned sentiments of virtue and morality, 
entitle them to any assistance which an enlightened community can ren- 
der in establishing a medical school in our vicinity. 



Medical Miscellany. — AtNewbum, N. C, where the varioloid has been 
prevailing, there has been one death only. — ^Maryland has enacted a law 



Digitized by 



Google 



Register of the Weather. 



163 



hj which the steamers may collect pay for their services. — Dr. South- 
wood Smith, of Southampton, England, has completely embalmed the 
body of the celebrated Jeremy Bentham, who bequeathed his body to Dr. 
Smith for that purpose. — In 1818 a mad dog was necessarily slain in the 
chamber of a house in the Shaker village, near Pittsfield, Mass. About a 
quart of blood, for security, was buried at the foot of a pear tree, in full 
bloom, which immediately began to wither. Some of the small roots 
were supposed to have been wounded, and the poison carried into the cir- 
culation of the tree. — The catalogue of the medical department of the 
University of Pennsylvania, contains 202 names. — Maryland, by an act 
of the legislature, has appropriated $40,000 for the endowment of a luna- 
tic asylum. — Dr. Christison's treatise on jCTanular regeneration of the 
kidneys, and its connection with dropsy, innammation and other diseases, 
is in process of publication in the American Medical Library. — Dr. Mor- 
ton's great work on American skulls may be expected soon. — A physician 
is to be elected in June, for the city institutions at South Boston. — M. 
Bulard, the experimenter on the plague, has invited a congress of physi- 
cians from all countries, to assemble at Malta, to agree upon a universal 
system of quarantine. We are translating his bulletin. — The process for 
embalming dead bodies or parts of animals, by the injection of a liquor, 
in England, is considered a great and important discovery. — Dr. Toolha- 
ker's tooth instrument is getting into favor ; it is a capital instrument, and 
cheap, too. It may be found at Brewer's, No. 92 Washington street. — 
Scarlet fever is mortally prevalent, as usual, in many places, south and 
west 
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To CoRKKSPorr DE«iTS. — A number of communications are crowded oat of thii 
number. Among them are the following : On tlie use of Fowler's Solution in 
Scarlatina; New Method of filling decayed Teeth; Orthopedic Institution; 
Medical Inquiries ; Ergot in Parturition ; Scarlet Fever; and Case of Tetanus. 

DiKOy— [n Kingston, N. J., George Bayles, M.D^ '32. — In Sl Croix, Philenum 
Baker, M.D., Assistant Surgeon in the U. S. Navy, 24. 

Wkole namber of deaths Id Boston for the week ending April IS, 37. Males. 94— females, 14. 

Of cousuinpiiou, 6— worms, 3— hooping cough, 1— convulsions, 1— wouuas, S—drowned, 3— dd>i]l- 
ty, 1— iuflammailon of the lui.gs, ^^-apcplexy, 1— marasn^as, I— old sge, 1— dixease of the brain, 1 — 
scarlet fever, 3— croup, 1— child-bed, 1— dropsy on the brain, l^liver complaint, 1— dropsy, 1— luqg 
fever, 1— infantile, 1— cachexia, 1— inflammation of the stomach, 1— stillborn, 7. 

OUTLINEd OFTHE I N8 rirUTEsTOF MEDICINE," 
FouifDBO on the Philosophy of the Human Economy in Health and io Disease, in 3 Parts. By Joseph 
A. Oallup, M.D., author of Bketcties of Epidemic Diseases in the State of Vermont, late Professor of 
Theory aud Practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine, and of the Clinical School of Medlelne, 
Ex-president of the Vermont Medical Society, Hon. Member of the Medical Society of tJie Stale of 
New York, dec. 2 vols. 8vo., pp. 876. 

" As the writer has been chiefly induced to undertake the labor of the abore work, in eoBaeqneiice 
of two very courteous memorials addressed to him fl'om all the students present of two classes at dtf* 
fbrent medical institutions, requesting a publication of his lectures, or the principles embraeed la 
them, he has presumed, with respectful regards, to present these outlines to the Students of Medlciiie 
in the United Stales, with a hope of their being in some measure useftil to the Science of Medidne.** 

Extract of a Letter from Pro/euor J. W. Frtmeu^ M.D* — ''^ Having read the manuscript of 1>r. 
Gallup, on the Institutes of Medicine,! am free to remark, that it is the result of great research, and kmf 
and extensive medical experience. The author, while occupied as an observer, has recorded his inft- 
iencea, with the praiseworthy design o( adding to the stock of sound practical InformaUon. Bis book 
wUl be read for the originality and excellence of many of his views, and the masculine development at 
the writer's reflections. It will deserve and And a place in the library of the studant, and be oftea 
eeoMlted by the medical practitioner with advantage. 
'' If tw York, 1838 » 

Just published by OTIS, BROADER8 A CO., 180 Washington street, Boitoa. tf ». 

BltOWNd PATENT SELF-INJECTING APPARATUS. 

Thb undersigriaii rtts,»euif.illy ealli the atteiiiinn of medicai practitioners to a newly-inTentedlnatni* 
meiit, which is for ^ale at his siure, No. 481 Wa«hiiigtou street, ciirner of Elliot street. If ptayal- 
eiLiii-4 vvjjiti exiiuiiie the (irincitHes of its con strttciion, they would appreciate Its usefulness, and 
wj'ild piub^bly ba induced to recommend it very geneially in ibeir practice. Physicians, druggiaie, 
and lite iiiliiiiit<inis of diMtim, are particularly invited to look Into the superiority of this article uver 
the Inveiitur's f.v iisr iiMtruineiit, a^ It nn<v hw the ndv««niafle of Qood yearns new India Rvbbev, 
which is allowed by all to be an entirely diOTerent article from that formerly manuftctored. 

Feb. 6— eoply HlLLIAM BROWIV. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. "^ 

Tff ■ sobflcrlbers are associated fur the pnrpose of giving a complete course uf medical Instracti^B. 
Their pupiis ivill have reguUr access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gutt- 
er il .1 ispilil. I'hey will be admitted, als4i, lo the practice of the House of Correction, whlcb €«■• 
Btiiitly pru^auts \ liirge uu.nber if i<nii(irtaiilei»ses, aud where opportunities wilfbe aflforded frr ac- 
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They wHI be fuierlelied 
with opportunities for the i«indy of Practical Anatomy, not Inferior to any In the country. T«i tlie 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, faeilitie* will benfl*offd«d for 
acquiring a peritonal iicqnaintance with private medical nnd obstetric practice. Instiuetioa by essni- 
natI'Miii or lectnres will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval be- 
tween the public lectures of the (Jniversiiy. Books, and a room with flresnd lights, will be furniclied 
to the studenu at the expense of the instructera. GEORGE C. SH ATTUCK, 

WALTER C HAMMING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTI8, Ja« 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Jn. 

• SITUATION. "^ 

A 701) NO pHTRiciAif , In a town about 18 miles from Woroester, wishes to sell from t^^ lib thMd 1i«fe- 
dred dollars worth of personal property, consisting of a horse, gig, medicine, ftc. ; and emli^ate. 
Town contains about 2000 inhabitants— two religious societies, and good sohools throagh the year. A 
letter to the edaior of the Journal, post-paid, will direct to the town and physician, of wliom ttaeeeft- 
dltions and any particulars may be obtained. M 6 — 4teop. 

TO PHYSICIANri. 
A pRTsiciAN Wishing a stand, where he may command a laxge borfnewt, may Hear of one by tfi^lld^ 
tlon to the editor of the Medical Journal ; if by letter, post paid. M. 27— tf 

THB BOSTON MSDI6AL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin iSl., to whom all com m m rt et l oiie m— t be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in- Monthly Paita, with a priitted oover. There wn- «we 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, 98,50 aller thiee 
mooilw, OP 9*M if not paid within the year. Two eoplea to the same addreas, Ibr MOO d y«tt. ia 
•djraac^ CMin (hom» m dtetMM* mwt baaeomApMle^bf ptfrMttI te wriMmm or satnAiiiij iwr> 
eaee. Poetafe tte iaae an ftor a newspaper. 
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TETANUS FROM A NEWLY INCISED WOUND. 

[Commnnlcated for the Boston Medical and Suif ical Journal.] 

I WAS called on Monday, the 8tli day of April, to Robert Smith, a la- 
borer, aged twenty-five years, whom 1 found in tetanic convulsions the 
most severe imaginable. His jaws were set so firmly that it was almost 
an utter impossibility to move ihem. His pulse was very full and bound- 
ing, but not frequent ; his skin was covered with a gentle perspiration, 
and his pupils very widely dilated. 

It appeared, upon inquiry, that he had, about two hours before my 
arrival, cut his foot upon the instep. The wound was not a severe odBi 
Dot so much so as to excite any serious a])prehension, or even to call his 
attention immediately to it. He continued at his work a few minutes 
after he had received the wound, and then went into the house to have 
it wrapped up ; but whilst the bandage was being adjusted, he fell into 
the coDVulsions above described. His limbs and every muscle of the 
body, when I arrived, were in a state of rigid and most extreme exten- 
sion, except at intervals of about every five minutes, when a slight re- 
laxation in the muscles of the arms took place ; but these remissions 
were of short duration, none of them continuing more than half a minute 
at a tinae. His legs and his neck at no time became in the slightest 
degree relaxed. His respiration was perfectly natural. 

Finding him a man of a strong, robust habit, my first object was to 
take blood from the arm ; but I was foiled in the attempt, as at the most 
I could make but a very little Oow. I next had hot fomentations put to 
the abdomen and feet, and a cataplasm to the wound, after having filled 
it with spirits of turpentine. The limbs were rubbed briskly with spirits 
of camphor; ether was applied to the temples, the nostrils, and a few 
drops put into his mouth, whilst hot bricks were applied to the back. 
He continued in this state for about two hours, when his limbs became 
somewhat more relaxed, and he shortly came to his senses, so far as to 
be able to speak. At this time we were able to get a quart of blood, or 
more, from the arm, and the convulsions left him entirely. He con- 
tmued to lie quiet for about two hours, when his jaws again became set, 
and his limbs as rigid as ever. I again took a pint of blood from the 
arm, made a free incision at the bottom of the wound, in order to eut 
off any wounded nerve that might there be found, and applied the pow- 
dered nitrate of silver to it, after being well dilated. We then com- 
menced giving him brandy and Qpium alternately. Of the former wa 
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gave four ounces every half hour, and of the latter five grains dur- 
ing the 9an:>e time. Under this treatment he continued through the 
night with only slight convulsions occasionally. At eight o'clock the 
next morning, they again returned, when 1 once more bled him, gave a 
drastic purge, and continued the anodyne as u^ual. After this he had 
no more convulsions, and the next morning he was up and about. The 
wound i» well inEamed, and begins to suppurate, with all the appearances 
of doing well. 

Tliis case, which I consider ofle of decided tetanus, is remarkable only 
for the time at which it came on, being immediately after the reception 
of the wound, and for the conuol which bleeding and stimulants pos- 
sessed over it. N. H. Allen. 

Gray, Me., AprU 18, 1839. 



FOWLER'S SOLUTION IN^ THE TYPHOID STATE OF SCARLATINA 
OR CANKER RASH. 

[Commanlcated for the Botton Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Having, in the winter of the year 1836, in an epidemic of canker rasb 
that prevailed quite extensively in the town of Rush, in this Co., wit* 
nessed the good effects of Fowler's solution in the typhoid state of the 
disease, and presuming it has never, or at least not generally, been re- 
sorted to in this frequently malignant and fatal complaint, and from your 
expressing a desire that some more successful plan of treatment might 
be adopted than that in usual practice, I am induced to report a case 
or two. 

Case I. — Adeline S., aged 12 or 13, of a decidedly strumous habit, 
flaxen hair, light-blue eyes, and fair skin, was suddenly attacked, after 
going to school all day and studying and playing with her usual vivacity, 
with chills and shivering, soon followed with burning heat, great thirsty 
nausea and vomiting. I soon saw her and gave an emetic of ipecac, 
followed by a purge of cast, oil, after which she was put upon a solu- 
tion or infusion of ipecac, once in 3 or 4 hours, alternated with a solution 
carb. soda and spt. nit. dulce. Drink, cold water, acidulated with 
cremor tartar. The ipecac, increased so as to induce moderate vomit- 
ing, when there was great difficulty of breathing from the accumulation 
of viscid phlegm in the throat and fauces. The eruption commenced 
coming out on the 2d day, and on the 3d was very general over the 
whole body ; the fever running very high, with intense heat of the sur- 
face, slight delirium at night, and urgent and constant thirst ; cod- 
siderable, though not very great congestion and soreness about the 
throat and mouth ; the mucous membranes of the fauces and nose 
covered with the efflorescence ; the middle of the tongue covered with 
a while coat, and the edges intensely red. About the 5th day the 
fever and efflorescence began to subside. There were a few small ul- 
cei-s on different parts of the mouth and fauces. A gargle of blood-root, 
capsicum and muriate of ammonia, sweetened with loaf sugar, was used, 
and a similar preparation, with the addition of a little ipecac., was di- 
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rected to be taken once in four hours, with Dover's powder, if much 
beat of surface and restlessness, cmce in 5 or 6 hours, and especially 
at night. 

On the 7th day we thought our patient so far recovered that we quit 
visiting her. On the 10th we were again called to see her. There 
was great prostration ; the tongue red and dry in the middle, with a 
streak of coat on each side, the extreme edges and tip red and dry also; 
an appearance 1 have only noticed in a few cases. There was great 
pallor of countenance, with an occasional livid flush on the cheeks ; the 
pulse frequent, quick and weak ; surface dry, with considerable heat at 
times. We immediately put her upon the use of quinine and capsicum, 
the quinine in 3 or 4 grain doses once in 4 hours, and the capsicum 
once in 2 hours, a tablespoonful prepared after a formula quite similar 
to Eberle's, viz., R. 1 tiJ|lespoonful of red pepper, a teaspoouful com- 
mon salt ; ^)eat together, to which was poured a half pint of boiling wa- 
ter ; steeped, strained, and a gill of good vinegar added, and taken when 
cold. She continued, however, to sink; the quinine was increased from 
4 to 5 or 6 grains, with carb. ammonia, and other diffusible stimuli, such 
m wine and brandy. Her case was now looked upon as hopeless, her 
friends frequently gathering round her bed to see her die. 

At this time, the 14th day of the disease, my respected friend, Dr. 
Edson, of Scottsville, saw her. He advised to continue the quinine 
and wine, and in addition 10 drops of equal parts of paregoric and Fow* 
ler's solution. In the course of 24 hours there was an evident amend- 
ment. On the 3d or 4th day there was«ome desire for food. On the 
7th or 8th, the fever and typhoid symptoms had entirely subsided* 
Considerable swelling of the eyes existed, caused by the solution ; for it 
had been given constantly every 4 hours for 7 or 8 days, notwithstanding 
the patient at times had complained of severe pain at the stomach, with 
tenderness on pressure. She convalesced ratlftr slowly for two or three 
weeks, during which time the cuticle peeled off from a considerable 
surface of the body ; on the hands and feet it came off almost like a 
glove, and with it a number of nails from the fingers and toes. There 
was great swelling of the feet and legs from oedema. Towards the lat- 
ter end of the 2d week of convalescence, symptoms of anasarca came 
on. During this time many of the articles recommended for dropsy 
were given, to no purpose ; the legs were bandaged with a sohAion of 
muriate of ammonia in vinegar and water. We now put her on the 
use of the carb. iron } oz., 2 drachms extract sarsapdrilla, 3 drops 
oil of cinnamon, 2 oz. hot water, sweetened with loaf sugar. Dose 
1 teaspoonful once in 6 hours, well shook before given. Three or four 
days after, I was sent for in great haste. The people bad become 
alarmed on account of her voiding enormous quantities of urine in a few 
hours. Their fears were quieted by assuring them it was highly favora- 
ble, and what all alohg we had been trying to effect. She now very 
soon regained perfect health, and grew rapidly. In the fall of that year 
(1836) I left for this place, and did not again see my patient till the 
summer of 1837, some 14 or 15 months from her disease. She then 
was enjoying perfect health, and almost in the full blush and bloom of 
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womanhood — which fact I mention merely to show that no bad eflfects 
had ever followed the use of the medicine, which 1 believe saved ber 
life, and which undoubtedly b the most powerful and abiding toDic 
known. 

Cabb II. — A girl of strumous habit, 5 or 6 years of age, under the 
care of my esteemed friend and former preceptor, Socrates Smith, M.D., 
was treated nearly in the same manner as case I. Both he and the 
child's friends looked upon the case as mortal. He directed 5 drops of 
a mixture as before ; that is, one half paregoric and the other half Fow- 
ler's solution, once in 4 hours, with complete success. In fact, the 
mother declared to him, and afterwards, upon inquiry, to me, that before 
she gave the first dose, she sat holding tlie child in her lap, thiokiag 
every breath would be its last ; that she gave the drops, and in less thaa 
ten minutes it roused up as from a sleep, get out of her lap and sat 
down in a little chair at her feet. To the truth of this I will not vouch, 
as I did not see it ; but 1 believe it to have been so, for the neighbors as 
wteil as the woman auest its truth, and they are all very respecuble. 
One thing, however, is positively certain-«-the child got well. 

It will be noticed that emetics in the early stage of the first case wQie 
used. In fact I have, with Professor Cross, great confidence in them 
in the treatment of this disease, in all its forms and varieties ; and with 
him I believe a great deal depends upon their proper selecdon, though 
I ditkr with him in regard to their administration, in some particulars. 
He seems to place his whole dependence upon their efficacy when given 
in sufficient quantities to vomit, and often repeated ; whereas 1 believe 
equally as much or more depends upon their being given so as to pro- 
duce constant and protracted nausea. When called to a case, my prac* 
tice is to administer an emetic of ipecac, or emetic tartar, or ipecac, con- 
joined with sanguinaria Canadensis, sulph. zinc, or cupri, according to 
the condition of the system and the stage of the disease (which I shall 
presently describe). After their 0|)eratioii I should cause the bowels to 
be gently moved with castor oil, senna or salts, or rhei, ur even with mag- 
nesia or inanna in very young cases. I firmly and sincerely believe, from 
what I have seen of its effi>cts, that the frequent and free use of calo- 
mel, as so highly recommended by Armstrong, Eberle, and almost every 
writer upon the subject, and so generally practised, is productive of 
more injury than benefit. For we all know that one of the specific 
effects of this article is to produce increased action in the glands and 
pans about the neck and mouth, and, when carried still further, engorge- 
ment aiid inflammation. The same effects are produced by this disease 
in a peculiar manner ; that is, engorgement, inflammation, ulceration, 
and, in malignant cases, gangrene and mortificatbn. Calomel, therefore, 
is not indicated, unless in cases of decided bilious temperament, and 
where there are well-marked signs of derangement or obstruction of the 
portal system. After the bowels are evacuated, the patient should be 
put upon nauseating doses of the tartrite ur ipecac, once in 1,2, 3, or 
4 hours, accoiding to the urgency of the case; and whenever the tra- 
chea, bronchia or lungs seem to be loaded and pressed with a collec- 
Ibn of viactd phlegm, it should be thrown off by exciting vomitiiK^ 
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either by increasing the dose, or, when not readilj accomplisbed, owing 
to the system being habituated to its impression, by giving some other 
article, as ipecac, if using the tartrite or zinc, or cupri if the ipecac. 
Vomiting once or twice a day is usually sufficient. This course should 
be kept up till the fever and efflorescence abate. When typhoid symp- 
toms make their appearance, it should be discontinued entirely in nau* 
seating doses, though the more stimulating ones may be U6(id in this 
stage, even to a late period, with great advantage as a gargle, for which 
we have the authority of Armstrong and Eberle. 

The states of the system in which tartar emetic is indicated and will 
prove T>ene6cial, are, 1st, where the temperament is bilious or sangujno- 
bilious, and the age over 5 or 6 years. It may perhaps he given 
younger with safety and benefit. Under a year, however, it should 
never be given, being so liable, in such cases, to liecome unmanageable 
and produce fatal consequences. 3d, where the fever runs high, where 
the heat of the surface is intense, or, to use a vulgar expression, almost 
" sissing," for, " according to Currie and Willan, the heat of the sur- 
face has risen to 108 and 113 degrees of Fahrenheit's thermoi»et<»r." 
3d, where there is congestion, engorgement, or inflammation of the 
brain, lungs, or liver,* and especially the lungs. 

What is the first great indication under these circumstances? Obr 
viously to reduce and weaken the strength and force of the sanguiferous 
system, the heart and arteries, whose excessive action threatens such 
disorganising and fatal consequences ; and, 2d, to allay the intense b^€ 
of the surface. What more powerful in the first, after vomiting by the 
same means, than nausea, constant and protracted, from emetic tartar, 
save bloodletting, and that, I believe, is never beneficial in this diseasie, ' 
under any circumstances. And in the second, what more powerful to 
determine to the surface, to excite an action in the capillaries, and there- 
by allay the burning heat and dryness ? 

Where it is not indicated, and where ipecac, will be more useful, is, 
1st, in young subjects ; 2d, in decided strumous habits ; 3d, where 
there are well-marked signs of gastric disturbance, or inflammation of the 
stomach from the first ; 4th, when typhoid symptoms prevail. When 
there are malignant typhoid symptoms, the ipecac, should be conjoined 
with sulphate of zinc or cupri, or bloodroot, or these alone. 

Were this plan of treatment generally a^opllpd — emetics in ibe early 
and eruptive stage, and Fowler's solution in 4he low typhoid one, wbea 
that should occur (which would not be the case to anything like the 
extent which it is under the common course) — I do most solemnly her 
lieve that the ravages of thb at times most malignant and iatal disease 
might be greatly lessened, it may be proper here to mention, that 

* Even in recent caaes of diaeue in this organ, 1 belSere it will prove nearly, if not quite, v 0in<^ 
dona aa calomel or mercnrv in any A>mi, given in alterative or illghtly nauseating doaea, at abort but 
regular Intervala. Wlien I commenced practice it wiw witli atrong pir^lndiee ngainat tkia anlole, im* 
Mbed by hearing the lectivea of Dr. William TuIly,who, it ic well known, ihinkc moat of ourdiseaaea 
aaa of an atonic character, and do not require auch powerAil reducing eincia aa thia article la captbto 



Of producing. But aince I have been In Aiil practice, my pn^udtce haa given place to coiifldenoe. 
I do not aay thia In derogation of the man, for I have and do now yield him all the homage thtt ie 

^ -• ■ V . . '• "•- • irea atCaatl^tontVi.,! 

licleration, th^ moat ao- 
heard or AMt. 
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in the epidemic that prevailed in Rush, in 1S36, only one patient died, 
and that a child 6 or 7 months old, before the eruption broke out, and 
before the disease was recognized, it being the 6rst or one of the first 
cases. 

In further corroboration of the emetic plan, I will mention that the 
disease prevailed the same winter in this town, Ogden, to something of 
an extent, under the care of my friend James H. Gillet, now of Spring- 
field, Ohio, who depended almost entirely upon emetic tartar, and 
whose confidence in it is so great that he thinks he could cure the 
disease under whatever circumstances or modifications it might appear. 
He had 7 or 8 patients in one family, all down with it at once, three or 
four of whom it was thought by the neighbors, and by a consulting physi- 
cian, could not live, but who finally recovered. This circumstance gave 
the greatest notoriety to his treatment. I have since become acquainted 
with the family. Thej^ are all of the sanguino-bilious temperament. 
I would remark, that soda, in some form, should be constantly used in 
this disease. Yours, very respectfully, 

Ada$ns Basin, N. F., April \st, 1839. Geo. C. Howard. 

P. S. — Why do not some of your able and veteran practitioners 
write more for your valuable Journal ? They might, with little trouble 
to themselves, communicate detailed and practical pieces on all the com- 
mon forms of disease, such as we daily and hourly meet with, especially 
the whole tribe of chronic ones, which often confound, perplex and baffle 
us, and which entail an immense amount of suffering, a thousand fold 
greater than is caused by rare, nondescript cases, which only occur at 
long intervals, and which to a considerable extent fill all our medical 
papers, to the exclusion of those of very frequent occurrence. Where 
are Channing, Ware, Hayword, Miner, Worth, " Senex," Comstock, and 
a host of others that I could mention ? G. C. H. 



MEDICAL INQUIRIES. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — Dr. Peirson, in your number for April 3d, says — " Take, from 
the list of poisons in the artide < Toxicology,' in the excellent English 
'Cyclopedia of Praciical Medicine,' iodine, alcohol, garden lettuce, 
carbonic acid — is it not obvious that we can receive the action of these 
substances in certain quantities, without their specific effects being in the 
least degree developed ? And yet a man may be narcotized by alcohol 
and asphyxiated by carbonic acid." 

In reply to his question, I might answer in the negative. I might 
say it is not *^ obvious " that we can *' receive the action" of either of 
iine substances here named, without their specific effects being in the 
hast degree developed. Need I refer a learned and eminent surgeon 
-xmd physician to the case of those individuals who, having for some time 
lireathe^d the fumes of lead in its deleterious forms, without apparent in- 
jury, teH gjs it does not injure them— or that of him; who, having been 
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bitten by a mad dog ten years before, gravely assures us that it has not 
poisoned him, and yet eighteen years afterwards dies of hydrophobia ? 

But my business is not so much to deny what has been either affirmed 
or doubted, as to propose a few inquiries. 1 do not expect they will be 
answered, as 1 have no claim on you or Dr. Peirson in this respect ; 
though I should rejoice to find a reply to them in some future number, 
from either of you or from any other individual, i would, however, 
observe, in this place, that 1 do not exactly like to have so much stress 
laid on the word poison. It is time mankind were more rational than 
to use daubtfuls at all — I mean in health. Tlie question should be, not, 
what wiU be hast hurtful^ but what will be most useful. 

Is it true that the conservative principle — the vis vita — of the human 
system, has the power of controlling the action of poisons on tiiat sys- 
tem, however small their quantity, even the poison of carbonic acid or 
garden lettuce, to such an extent that their deleterious effects will be, 
as Dr. P. affirms, '^ entirely prevented ?" If so, where is the proof? 
Will the loose analogy of the action of heat and cold on the living sys- 
tem b^ deemed sufficient? 

Is it not true that, as a general fact, the smaller the quantity of any 
poisonous substance introduced into the blood, or even into the stomach, 
the greater is its injury to the living system, in ^^roporrion to its quality 1 

If the last question should be answered in the negative, does it notde* 
volve on him who makes the reply, to show where the dividing line if 
between injury and no injury 1 That is, if the vis vita can resist a drop 
or a grain of some deleterious substance, so as to prevent, completely, 
any evil effects to the living system, can it not resist two drops or grains ? 
Can it not ten ? Gan it not twenty ? Or if not, i repeat it, where is 
the dividing line between poison and no poison, in the application of 
substances, all of whose parts are alike foreign to the human system ? 

Yours, be. 

Boston^ Apnl 18, 1839. W. A. A. 



•ERGOT IN PARTURITION. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — It is not ray intention to eulogize this valuable medicine. 
Its character as an accelerator of parturition is sufficiently established, 
and any remarks of mine, in this respect, would be superfluous. 1 
have used it, probably, in more than a hundred instances, and have 
always had reason to be satis6ed with its operation. In fact, it has 
rarely, if ever, failed of producing the desired effect, in any of the cases 
in which 1 have administered it. I consider its action on the uterus, 
aftfr labor has commenced, to be as certain as that of any cathartic 
medicine, which I have eve> eq^ployed, upon the bowels, * My object 
in writing this note is to say, that i do not think the precaution of keep- 
ing the ergot in an hermetically-sealed bottle or jar, or keeping it ex- 
cluded iirom the air, as recommended by several late writers in the jour- 
nalsi and pbarmacopolists, to be necessary. Mor do 1 think it necessary 
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to piilverise it only when used. I have purchased the article in quanti- 
ties of more than a pound at a time, and have kept it for years in a 
wide-mouthed jar, covered with nothing but paper. I frequently pul- 
verize an ounce or two at a time, and 611 a small phial, which 1 always 
darry in my pocket case, as constantly as 1 do calomel an<l other ca- 
ihartics ; the rest of it I tie up in a paper and lay it in the jar with the 
unpulverized spurry grain, and whenever 1 have occasion to fill my phial 
I take it from tliat paper. That wliich I have now in my possession is 
four or five years old. I have used it frequently within a year, with 
good effect. Within a week i gave 20 grains of it in powder, the dose 
which I usually prescribe, to a patient who had lingering pains for 24 
hours, one in from 20 to 30 minutes, but feeble and inefficient. In 15 
minutes from the time I gave it, her pains came on, and never left her 
for more than 20 minutes, when she was delivered of a lusty child 
weighing ten pounds, in perfect health. This ergot had been pulve- 
rised nearly or quite a year, and had no other protection from the atmos- 
phere than a piece of paper and a common cork. It appears to me 
that the above facts are worthy of consideration. 

DeerfieU, March 25, 1839. Stephen W. Williams. 



EFFECTS OF TOBACCO ON TilE VOICE OF PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir,— *I find I am not alone in being surprised at the opinion expressed 
by Dr. Mauran, and apparently endorsed by yourself, of the necessity 
of tobacco for public speakers, to prevent the occurrence of the disease 
that has recently aflfected clergymen so extensively. I apprehend, my 
dear sir, that these opinions have been given upon few data, and without 
the reflection which is desirable for those wliose views on this subject 
may have an extensive influence upon the habits of mankind. 

If it is indeed true that one qualiflcation for preaching the gospel 
should be the practice of a most disgusting and vicious habit — the use 
of a narcotic which is second only to alcohol in its deleterious effects 
upon health and morals — then, indeed, a new era of knowledge has 
commenced. The facts that have been presented to me in a practice 
of more than thirty years lead me to very different conclusions. The 
first clergyman that consulted me, many years ago, for this difficulty, had 
arrived at the age of fifty when the disease commenced. He had used 
tobacco from his youth upwards ; he used it then, and afterwards, and 
1 believe continues to use it till this time. He now enjoys comfortable 
health, but is unable to speak for any length of time. He left the desk 
long ago, in consequence of loss of voice. 

Another clergyman, with talents of the first order, was obliged, ai the 
age of thirty, to leave a people greatly devoted to him, in consequence 
df this affection of the voice. He was an inveterate chewer of tobacco^ 
and I believe smoked the cigar also. 

1 am not confident what were the habits, in this particular, of the 
numerous patients who have applied to me for advice, or whose cases 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Effectt of Tobacco on the Voice of Public Speakers. 173 

have come to my knowledge ; but the impression is strong upon my 
mind titat quite a large proportion . used tobacco in some form. The 
effect of snufF upon the voice is proverbial, so much so that many are 
able to detect the habit by the voice alone. 

The influence of tobacco upon health is certainly deleterious. There 
is no mistake in this matter. It deranges the nervous system and di- 
minishes the tone of the stomach, in innumerable instances. A narcotic 
of such power as tobacco, which cannot be used in the minutest quantity 
by the uninitiated without the most disagreeable and often dangerous 
effects, the habit of using which cannot be established without difficulty 
and great caution, and when established, cannot be abandoned without 
severe suffering, great prostration, loss of appetite, gastric sinking and 
distress, which shows how nearly allied are its effects to those of alcohol, 
should never be prescribed without great caution. Indeed, 1 have 
supposed that it was the most ready and common stepping-stone to that 
use of spirituous liquor which leads to intemperance. Those who chew 
or smoke tobacco are rarely satisfled with water, or other insipid and 
tasteless drinks, else why should the bar-room and the grog-shop be the 
resort of the smoker ? I would not insinuate that all who use tobacco 
are lovers of strong drink, nor proscribe alcohol or tobacco as remedies 
in some forms of disease ; but I would be very cautious how 1 recom^ 
mended either as preventives of disease. How many thousands have 
(bund an untimely grave by the use of brandy, wine, and other narcotics, 
used to guard against sickness or as remedies for chronic diseases ! 

Fully believing that the tendency of the use of tobaccp is to promote, 
rather than prevent, the disease in question, I could not forbear to state 
my views on this one point, and may, at a time of more leisure, give 
you more at large the results of my observation on this active and 
dangerous narcotic. 

One word with respect to the disease. I have been led to suppose 
that the modern practice of preaching in vestries, and thickly-crowded, 
close and warm rooms, and afterwards inhaling cold air while heated, 
had much to do in producing the new disease. Vestries are of modern 
origin, as places of religious worship ; the rooms are small and low, and, 
when filled with people, the air becomes exceedingly bad. The speaker, 
elevated above the audience, and often near the wall above, inhales none 
but contaminated air, unfit for the lungs, and highly stimulating to the 
organs of speech. In such an atmosphere, tending to paralyze his ef- 
forts, he is obliged to redouble his exertions. How often do candles 
bum dim in such rooms ; and how often, in spite of all effort, do both 
speaker and hearer become dull and languid ! This effect is doubtless 
the cdk#equence of the inhalation of an atmosphere rendered deleterious 
by the exhaustion of the principle which supports life. 1 believe the 
disease in question often arises from the frequent repetition of this cause, 
by a preacher whose health is not firm, and whose constitution is not 
vigorous. Yours, truly, 

April I5th, 1839. S. B. Woodward* 
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THE LATE PROFESSOR HUBBARD. 

CI^HE following biographical sketch of Thomas Hubbard, M.D., of 
ew Haven, Ct., is from the Introductory Lecture of Dr. Knight, the 
successor to Dr. H. in the chair of surgery in the Medical Institution 
of Yale College.] 

Upon the decease of Dr. Smith, the well-known and long-tried repu- 
tation of Dr. Thomas Hubbard, as a judicious and experienced surgeon, 
pointed him out as the proper person to Gil the vacant professorship of 
surgery. He was chosen to that ofSce in 1829, and filled it to the time 
of his death, with great and increasing reputation to himself and benefit 
to the institution. 

In Dr. Hubbard we have another instance, added to thd many which 
have preceded it, of a man raising himself to high and deserved emi- 
nence in a liberal profession, in the midst of an enlightened community, 
by great energy of character, unaided except by his own exertions. 

He was born at Smithfield, near Providence, in Rhode Island, where 
his father resided as an inn-keeper, in the year 1776. While he was 
quite young the family moved to Pomfret, in this State, where the 
same occupation was pursued. When he was about sixteen years of 
age, bis father having died, the care of the establishment, and the over- 
sight of the concerns of the family, consisting of a widowed mother and 
several children, all younger than himself, devolved upon him. The 
duties which were thus thrown upon him, at a period of life when most 
young men are scarcely competent to take care of themselves, were 
performed with great judgment and skill, and evinced the same energy 
and decision which characterized him through life. At this time he ac- 
quired a fondness for agricultural pursuits, an employment which he 
continued with much gratification, until his removal to this place. What 
his early education was, I am not informed, though it is known that he 
pursued the study of the languages and of mathematics for a period, 
most probably a short one. 

His professional instructor was Dr. Albigense Waldo, a surgeon of 
considerable reputation, who had acquired most of what he knew of the 
art by his practice in the anny. Dr. Hubbard, however, derived the 
greater part of his knowledge from the diligent study of the best medi- 
cal books, and from his own observation. He was a most diligent stu- 
dent, not only when preparing for his profession, but during his whole 
life. His library was a valuable one, especially in works on surgery, 
and his habit was to spend a portion of every day, even when engaged 
in a most laborious practice, in availing himself of the knowledge which 
it afforded. I have often heard him remark, that the physicJDP who 
neglected his books would lose more by forgetfulness, than he would 
acquire by observation, and would be less skilful in his profession at 
fifty, than he was at thirty years of age. His written lectures bear the 
strongest marks of his great industry. He obviously revised with care 
every subject, each successive year, and at each revision added, in the 
form of notes and interlineations, the result of his reading and observa- 
tion. This course of diligent study, aided by a strongly retentive me- 
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inory, stored his mind with the most valuable iDforttiation. 1 know not 
the man whose knowledge of the best pi-actice of the best surgeons b- 
more intimate and exact. 

Having prepared himself for his profession, he commenced the prac- 
tice of it upon the death of his preceptor, Dr. Waldo, in the year 1795,. 
before he was twenty years of age. He met with opposition at 6rst, on 
account of his attempting to unite the practice of physic with that or 
surgery. It seems to have been the custom of that part of the country, 
as it had been extensively elsewhere, for the surgeon to confine himself 
to that branch only, and to call in the aid of a physician when it was* 
thought necessary. This plan Dr. Hubbard always reprobated, believ- 
ing that the union of the two professions in the same person was better 
suited to the wants especially of a scattered population. Whatever op- 
position there was, seems soon to have subsided. His pijpctice became* 
extensive and very laborious, reaching not only all the eastern parts of 
the State, but also the bordering towns of Rhode Island and Massachu-^ 
setts. There is the fullest proof of the success of* his practice, espe- 
cially in surgery. His qualifications as a surgeon weTe of a high order. 
Though not early instructed in anatomy, he was in the constant habit of 
dissection, and thus gained the requisite anatomical knowledge. He 
was prompt and decisive in forming an opinion of the cases which were 
presented to him, and equally so in advising and performing such opera- 
tions as he deemed necessary. His vigorous and well-trained intellect, 
enlightened by long experience, grasped the strong points of a case, 
both as they were at the lime, and as they would become if neglected. 
He always advocated an early resort to surgical operations, not timidly 
and hesitatingly wailing until its necessity might be more obvious, at the 
expense of the health and perhaps the life of the patient. In operating, 
he was cool, deliberate and collected. 

The same promptness and energy which marked his character as a 
surgeon, controlled his practice as a physician. Employing but few 
remedies, and those of an active kind, he was thoroughly acquainted 
with their eflTects, and used them with great judgment and skill. He 
had great confidence in the remedial power of active medication. The 
object at which he aimed was to break up disease in its forming stage, 
or to control it by agents stronger than itself. This trust in the power 
of remedies he was in the habit of expressing strongly to his patients, 
and thereby secured that confidence on their part, which is so efficient 
an aid to the physician in the cure of diseases. 

His energy and promptness sometimes gave a degree of peremptori- 
oess to his matiner, which, if unattempered by kindness, might have 
been unpleasant. This was seen, however, to be prompted by the de- 
sire to enforce a strict observance of that course ol treatment which he 
knew was for the benefit of the patient, and as such was duly appreciated. 

In his intercourse with his patients, he was frank and undisguised, 
and entirely above those Uttle tricks and concealments which indicate a 
weak or dishonorable mind. The same frankness also marked his con- 
duct towards his jprofessional brethren, and all others with whom he as- 
sociated The free expression of opinions uprightly formed, he be- 
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Ueved to be the right and the duty of an honest man ; a right which be 
claimed for himself, and to the exercise of which by others he was 
unusually tolerant. 

During the thirty-four years which Dr. Hubbard spent in Porafret, 
his time was fully employed in the faithful discharge of his professional 
duties, as well as those which devolved upon him as a good citizen, and 
a kind and upright man. 

He was several times chosen Representative and once Senator in the 
Legislature of the State. He was also appointed President of the 
Connecticut Medical Society, and held the office until be declined a re- 
election. He was active in the promotion of such institutions as were 
designed for the benefit of the afflicted. The Asylum for the Deaf and 
Dumb, the Retreat for the Insane, and the State Hospital, each in its 
turn received j^is efficient aid. In the last year of his life he was active, 
under the authority of the Legislature, in procuring information, and in 
devising plans preparatory to the establishment of a hospital for the in- 
sane poor. The ffttigue and exposure, while on a journey connected 
with this object, lippeared to excite the disease which terminated 
his life. 

In the year 1829, Dr. Hubbard removed from Pomfret to this place, 
and assumed the duties of professor of surgery in this institution, and 
(or nine years he performed these duties with great zeal, industry and 
success. As an instructer he was plain, simple, straight-forward, abound- 
ing in correct principles and illustrative facts, without any attempt at the 
niceties of style or the graces of manner. Unbewildered himself by 
theoretical discussions, he spent no time in making theories of his own, 
or in marring those of others. His remark was, that if young men 
were desirous of theories, they could find enough of them in the books, 
and that his business was to teach them, by facts, how to distinguish and 
cure diseases. Possessing a memory wonderfully retentive, he embodied 
the accumulated facts and the rich experience of his professional life in 
the course of his instructions, thus giving them authority and force. 
HLs lectures were highly useful, and deservedly acceptable. 

His life while here was one of usefulness and honorable exertion. 
Assiduous and kind in his attendance on the sick, punctual to all his 
engatrements, resigned under many afflictions, cheerful and instructive 
in his conversation, affectionate to his family and familiar firieods, and 
just to all men, he gained the respect and confidence of the wise and 
the good. Dr. Hubbard was through life an upright and a virtuous man. 
During the last years of his life, he thought much upon religious sub- 
jects, and his reflections, as we have reason to believe, under the divine 
guidance, led him to embrace the truth and the faith of the gospel. 
This faith he professed by joining himself to the communion of the 
Episcopal Church in this city. 

He died June 18, 183S, of a disease of the stomach and bowels, of 
which he had previously suffered several severe attacks. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK. • 

Part IL of Vol. IV. for 1839, by the politeness of some unknown cor- 
respondent, has been received. It is extremely gratifying to perceive the 
harmonious and energetic vigilance of this Society, spread over an extent 
of territory equal to some of the kingdoms of Europe. The annual 
meeting was held at Albany on the 5th of February. Laurens Hull, 
M.D., was elected President; Sumner Ely, M.D., Vice President ; Peter 
Van Olinda, M.D., Secretary; and Piatt Williams, M.D., Treasurer. It 
was resolved that the prize question of last year be continued, and con- 
sidered as offered for next season ; and the prize question for 1840 is, 
'* The diseases of the spinal column, their causes, diagnosis, history, and 
best method of treatment " — for which $100 is offered for the best disser- 
tation. A resolution was submitted by the Rennselaer Subordinate Asso- 
ciation, stating it as their opinion that the present term of study was too 
short, and requesting that the subject might be brought before the Legisla- 
ture, praying for the extension of the term of study one year. Another 
resolution was, that the increase of medical schools in the State was not 
inconsistent with the true interests of the profession, provided they are 
placed under proper restrictions and responsibilities — which evidences a. 
spirit of liberality highly creditable to the Society. 

The president's address on quackery, is a short paper. Another paper 
on suicide and its increase, at the present day, translated from the German 
of Professor Casper, of Berlin, by Dr. H. B. Webster, will be read with 
mingled feelings of surprise and interest. Statistics of the Medical Col- 
leges of the United Slates, by T. Romeyn Beck, M.D., has all of that ac- 
curacy of detail, and, consequently, weight of authority, which distin- 
guish that gentleman's writings — and which have given him a distinc- 
tion as wide as the boundaries of the English language. 

There is one single fault which we cannot refrain from pointing out^ 
that savors of a certain degree of illiberality which could hardly be ex- 
pected in a body of scientific men, so generous in every other respect.. 
" No person coming from another State or country, shall practice physic 
or surgery in this State until he shall have been examined and licensed 
by the Censors of the State Medical Society." Now it strikes us that a 
diploma from any of the medical colleges, universities or medical societies 
of other States, should be received as unquestionable evidence of the 
qualifications of an emigrant physician. 

It was proposed that a medical convention should be held the first Tues- 
day in May, 1840, in the city of Philadelphia, to consist of three delegates 
from each State Medical Society, and one from each regularly constituted 
medical school in the United States — which we shall probably refer to* 
hereafter. 

The manner in which the county societies are organized^ certainly an 
admirable system, that might be copied to advantage in other States. 
Finally,, we are desirous of expressing the pleasure we have derived from 
a perusal of these transactions. 
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Transylvania Medical School. — A gentleman for whom we entertain 
ihe most perfect respect— though we have never had the pleasure of a 
.personal acquaintance — writes us from Philadelphia that a paragraph"! n- 
4serted in the Journal a short time since, respecting the ahove-mentioned 
•school, cqpied from a western paper, was calculated to injure the reputa- 
•tion of the institution ; " but had you staled," he says, ** the name of the 
paper in wWch it originated, no injury could be done by the article, amon^ 
those who know the state of the policy existing in the minds of the editor 
<of that paper, and those who write for it. The article was from the Louis- 
ville Journal, and justice demands that you should, in a short paragraph, 
state that faa in your next number. That will be sufficient to avert its 
injurious tendency." Nothing gives us more satisfaction than to remore 
false impressions ; and our correspondent, if he is as just and impartial as 
we intend to be in all that relates to medical science and the prosperity 
of medical schools in the United States, must have discovered that we 
iirmly vindicated the character of the Transylvania Medical College, ia 
the same ariicJe, against the insinuations of an enemy. We do not hesi- 
tate to declare, most frankly, that so far from being on the decline, there 
is every indication of increasing usefulness and vigor in that oldest medi- 
cal school of the West. The splendid endowment of the city of Lexing- 
ten, just made, of $45,000 for the purpose of increasing the already large 
library, apparatus and museum, and for raising a new edifice, gives it a 
power of which its friends may be proud, and its enemies alarmed at. 
There is nothing like a sickly condition in all these energetic movements. 
Dr. Robert Peter, one of the professors, favorably known to men of science 
everywhere, is now on his way to Europe on the business of the college. 
These facts are presented to the professional public with peculiar pleasure, 
and it is sufficient, we trust, to exonerate us from any implication of having 
felt the remotest degree of hostility towards the Transylvania institution. 



New York Qttarterly Journal of Medicine and Surgery, — A prospec- 
tus of a new periodical, in the city of New York, with the foregoing title, 
has been received, from an anonymous source. We profess the most 
hearty good will towards the enterprise, but protest against the imposition 
of being taxed eighteen cents postage for the prospectus. If it had been 
a document of any value, a word of complaint would not have been ut- 
tered ; but to compel us to pay for a piece of intelligence that arrives by 
the mail, day after day, is abominable. We are continually paying out 
for duplicate papers, pamphlets, circulars, notices of subscribers* removal, 
."&C., far more than we are actually able to bear. 

Having vented this amount of spleen, we respectfully present the claims 
of the new quarterly to the profession of the United States. Unfortu- 
nately for its first set-off, it is minus the name of an editor. Should it 
prove in the sequel that Dr. Doane controls its destiny, it will probably 
£ourish, because he is a man of industry. George Ad lard, 168 Broadway, 
is the publisher. 

The prospectus says — " The contents of the Journal will be, for the most 
part, original : consisting of memoirs, essays, cases, and other communi- 
cations that are, from time to time, read before the medical societies of 
this city ; of similar articles from other sources ; of the minutes of said 
societies, when of sufficient importance to be made public ; and of lectures 
and occasional discourses. A portion of the work will be appropriated to 
biographical notices, and to important medical intelligence ; but it shall in 
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no wise be so burthened with extracts from other publications, as to en- 
danger its distinctive character ; it shall continue independent of our 
medical colleges, and above all party and sectional influence. The Jour- 
nal will be issued quarterly, commencing on the first of July next. 
Eacl\ number will contain 240 pages, forming two volumes annually. 
The subscription price will be five dollars a year, payable always in 
advance." 

Speaking of journals — what has become of the magnificent scheme for 
a New York Lancet with its 800 advance-paying subscribers ? — If the 
medical associations in the city of New York really desire the prosperity 
of the quarterly, as professed in the circular, the editor of the late Medi- 
cal Examiner should be at once secured. A man of vigorous movements, 
always animated, and always just and impartial in his intentions, must 
have the helm, or the whole concern will be in ruin before 1840. If there 
is more than one editor it will prove a sinking ship. There cannot be 
two masters on board the same vessel in joint command. 



University of Pennsylvania, — The medical class in this institution for 
the session of 1838-9, numbered four hundred and ttoo students. 

At a public commencement, held April 5th, 1839, the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine was conferred by the Rev. Provost, John Ludlow, M.D., on 
one hundred and forty-six gentlemen. An eloquent and impressive charge 
was delivered by Professor Chapman. — Medical Examiner. 



Blue PHI. — Sir, — Can you, or any of your correspondents, tell why 
the preparation called " blue pill," is so often preferred to calomel ? Is it 
not an unscientific preparation, and therefore one which ought to be dis- 
carded in practice ? So far as my experience extends, I am not aware 
that it possesses any advantages over calomel, for I confess I cannot tell 
wherein their operations difier. If it possesses any advantages as a re- 
medial agent, it ought to be employed ; if not, the one most convenient 
would commend itself to all. Juvenis. 



Medical Miscellany, — Mr. Combe has completed another course of 
lectures at Philadelphia. — Mr. Fowler, the phrenologist, took a cast of the 
head of a boy, in Boston, last week, only nine years of age, which mea- 
sured twenty-five inches in circumference— exceeding the average of adult 
craniums by about two inches. — Mr.'Combe is now giving a second course 
of his invaluable lectures on phrenology and moral philosophy, at New 
York. — Dr. Isaac P. Vaughan, charged with the murder of Walter H. 
Pleasants, at Richmond, Virginia, has been acquitted. — Professor N. C. 
Kamper died at Amsterdam, on the 15th of March. — Joseph Benton, a 
revolutionary soldier, in the 108th year of his age, recently received a 
pension for past services. — Dr. Buisson, of Paris, is said to have dis- 
covered an antidote for hydrophobia — which consists of a vapor bath, 
heated to 126 degrees of Fahr. — No. 7 of the Phrenological Journal has 
been enlarged 16 pages — an excellent and cheap periodical, being $2 per 
annum. — Dr. J. B. Gale, of Amesbury, Mass., has invented a new and 
admirable tooth key, called the compound tooth instrument, a beautiful 
piece of workmanship — a specimen of which may be seen by calling on 
the editor. A distinct paper will be devoted to this invention as soon as 
there is room in these pages. A specimen may also be seen at MetcalPs, 
Tremont Row, where it is soon to be on sale. 
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To CoRRRsroNDEiNTS. — Dr. Corastock's valuable essay on Scarlet Fever will 
be reserved for the first No. in May, in which it will be commenced. Other pi- 
pers are on hand. 

DiEn, — In Leicester, iMass-, T. Mather Clapp, a medical student, 19. — In M&dridi 
Mo., Dr. Morgan. — In Social Circle, Geo., Dr. David Day. — At Philadelphia, Ed- 
ward Gardner Davis, M.D., son of the late Jonathan Davis, Esq., ot Boston.' He 
was a graduate at Harvard University, in the Class 1820. While he had a mind 
capable of grasping the most abstruse problem of the exact sciences, he wasao 
excellent linguist and a finished belles-lettres scholar. Amiable in disposition, and 
modest and unassuming in manners, he won the esteem and respect of his class- 
mates, and of all others with whom he was associated. For several years past he 
has been engaged in practice, as a physician, in Philadelphia. 

Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending April 20, 24. Malefl, 10 — females, 14. 

Of consumption. 4 — rheumatic fever, l-^inflammatlon of the lungs, 1-— casualty, 1— «carlet fever, 
7— iuug fever, S—Hlisease of the heart, 2— debility, 1— dropsy ou the brain, 1— insanity, 1— paraljiik, 1 
— hooping cough, 1 — stillborn, 1. 



NOTICE. 

▲ PHYSICIAN in Grafton Co., N. H., of fifteen years^ experience, wishes to exchange residence, to msks 
collections and better his family. Undoubted reference as to character and professional merit can be 
had at this oitice. Partnership with a person wishing to retire from the laborious duties of the pro* 
fession would be acceptable. A 24.— eop6w 

DR. HULL'S UTERO-A13DOM1NAL SUPPORTER. 

This new instrument forihe rndical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, by ezteniil 
application, superseding the use of the ubjectiunuble pe;»s«ry, is confidently recommended to Uw 
afflicted as the means of a perfect restoration to health, it never having failed of porfurmingacure, 
«ven under the mast aggravated circumstances, ll has received the dbcided approbation of Sir 
A^tiey Cooper, of LoNDu If ; Sir Benjamin C. Orodie; Sir James Clark, i'hysician to the Clueen; 
Dr. .Axhwell, Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy's HoMpiial ; Dr. Ricby, Lecturer Lo iSt. Barthulomew'i ; 
Dr. Gritfith, Lecturer to Wedimiiister Hospital j Dr. Ramsbotltam, Lecturer to Londtm Hospiul; 
Robert Ferguson, Lecturer lo Westminster Lying-in Hospital ; Dr. Sweatmnn, Lecturer to Middletti 
Hospital, and Senior Accoucheur to Q,neen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital j also by Henry Uavtei, 
Conquest j Bluinlell, Lee, Merriraan, Surgeon Keales, &c. j by Dr. Moreau, President of the Aad»- 
mie iioyalu de vledecine, Pari!>, and .Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orleaiis ; Professors Veipeau, 
Miirjnliti, Paul Dubois, Sanson, and others— and in New York bv Professor J. W. Francis; G. 8. 
Bedford, M.D., Professor of Midwifery in University of the city of New York ; Professor Delafield, 
Professor Francis U. Johnston, President County Medical Society; Laureus Hull, President Medleai 
Society, State of New Yofk j Professor James McNaughton, Albany; Professor March, Pntfesaor 
Cyrus'Perklns, Professor Doane ; James Webnier, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, Gcnen; 
David L. Rodgers, Professor Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Thomas Boyd, Gilbert Smith, Hosai^ 
Stenrns, Ludlow, Kissam, Vache, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other distinguished 
physicians of the United States. AMOS G. HULL, 

• Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 
ft^ A constant supply of the above instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing k. Culler (late Lowe 
Ic Keed), No. 54 Chatham street, Boston. Lowedb Reed have sold many of the above InslrtimeDU 
and can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well ai to 
patients to whom they have afiiirded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13— 6in 

PRIVATE MEDICAr INSTRUCTION^ 

Ths subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete aourse of medical instnictlos. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the MassachuteltsGes- 
eral Hospital. I'hey will be admitted, also, to the prariice of the House of Correction, whicbcon- 
stiiitly presents :i large fiu:nber of important ca.^es, and where opportunities will be afiTorded ^^cM- 
quirlng a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will befarnished 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To ike 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction bysxtni- 
nati'tns or lectures will be eiven in the different branches of medical studies, during the iiitervslbe- 
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be furnished 
to the students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. SH ATTUCK, 

*" WALTER CHANNING, 

JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTFS, Ja. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 



TO PHYSICIANS. 

A PHYSICIAN, residing a short distance from Boston, wishing to retire from proftsssional bailnwj, 
offbrs his estate for sale, which consists of good buildings and a small farm. The situation Is si «lV* 
ble for a physician as can be found in the State. For particulars, inquire at this office. 
A. 10— 5t* 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, jj 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 1S4 Washington St., comer of Frtaklin St., to whom all communications masiM 
addressed, post paid. It is also published In Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are tw 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price #8,00 a year in advanee, #8,50 afler am 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5^)0 ay«tf)D 
advance. 
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ON SCARLET FEVER. 

BT JOSEPH COMSTOCK, M.D., LBBAMON, CT. 

[Commtmioated for the Boaton Medic*] end BnrgicelJoornaLJ 

Scarlet Fever has many congeries ; and if, as our most eminent au- 
thors decide, its different titles all point to the same disease, a reference 
to some of its different names may serve to shed light upon its real op 
supposed character. Thus we have scarlatina an^inosay purple fever y 
angina malignaj angina ulcerosa, cynanche mahgna, putrid quinsy^ 
canker rattles, canker rash, putrid sore throat, rosalia, and some others. 

Dr. Miner observes, that " It is usually easy to see generic resem- 
blances ; but it often requires the most exact discrimination to detect 
specific differences/' 

Scarlatina occurs with vomiting, a very quick pulse, high fever, ex- 
tremely hot skin, delirium, thirst, sore throat, scarlet efflorescence, and 
swelled tonsils. There is not always, with us, a four days' illness pre- 
ceding the eruption, as foreign writers leach ; for in less than three days 
children sometimes die, having had them all, and this without the 
least previous indisposition. It occurs (that is, the fever) without the 
usual efflorescence, in scarlet, crimson, or rose-blush patches. There 
are, in other cases, neither points nor patches, but only a general uni- 
(bnn redness, which is most apparent on the face. It then resembles a 
deep-red, or crimson blush, only it is not evanescent. 

The fever may occur, as often happens, without any noticeable, or at 
least remarkable, change on the surface ; and with a throat, mouth, 
tongue, or ear affection only, one or all — the tongue being sometimes so 
swollen that infants cannot draw the mother's breast. The coat thereon 
is white, yellow or brown. The efflorescence, in other cases, takes 
place with very little, if any, soreness of the throat or mouth, or swelling 
internal or external, except a general and uniform bloating of the whple 
Jbody. In this form we may look for the eyes to be watery, bloodshot, 
and impatient of light. Such affections of the eyes may, however, oc- 
cur in all the forms of the malady. But this is the form that usually 
has the greatest desquamation of the cuticle during recovery. Perhaps, 
on the whole, the disease appears more frequently in red patches than in 
redpoints. In red points we have the hottest skin, but in red patches 
we may expect more of canker.* 

* C«iA«r.-*'We cbooee to reteia tlUe. t«riD-*t»y whioli ie neaat eroding and extremely teAder MttJa 
vken, wiihioat any turner— often tending rapidly to BpliaflelBa-*«kwagpa loeldng mtonM^jMom Wipw 
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The fauces are usually redder than natural, but not uniformly so, ibr 
in some cases they are paler than in health. When pale there is a 
bloated appearance of the parts, denoting an erysipelatous inflammatioa 
rather than that of phlogosis — a state threatening mortification rather 
than suppuration. External swelling of the glands of the neck, ending 
in suppuration, is, however, not unfrequent. A physician in a distant 
town, with whom I was lately in consultation, gave me the history of a 
case in which suppuration, canker, or sphacelus, or all united, bad so 
destroyed the parts, that a hole was formed quite through his little pa- 
tient's neck, so that food and drinks came out at the orifice. From the 
cavity of the ear matter sometimes passes by way of the Eustachian 
tube into the fauces, and thence into the stomach, causing sickness, vomit- 
ing, and loss of appetite. Such a case fell under my notice lately. In 
such cases there is also a discharge from the ear externally. 

This disease evinces its relation to croup, quinsy, and other throat 
affections, by the excessive torpor of the stomach, which is sometimes 
so great that the very largest doses of emetics fail to produce vomiung. 
When croup follows scarlet fever, it is in some parts of the countrjf 
called canker rattles — rattles being the popular name for croup, u 
bad cases a claret or mahogany color of the abdominal and hypogastric 
regions will be found to exist, when not to be elsewhere seen. As this 
portentous hue is thus sometimes local, it can only be ascertained by 
mspection. The penis of boys is purple and swollen in such instances. 
In one respect scarlet fever, when pure and uncomplicated, shows a 
dissimilarity to croup and other complaints of the respiratory organs, by 
the freedom and easiness of breathing, which is sometimes unafiected 
even in the whole stages of the very worst cases. 

One phenomenon of dangerous disease, is a brain affection, denoted 
by stupor, and a constant disposition to sleep ; although the patient b 
easily aroused, he directly gets to sleep again, and continues to sleep 
quietly, and to breathe easily, sometimes to the last. This is directly 
different from croup, and is the more striking because croup sometimes 
succeeds canker rash. 

The stools, when the disease is malignant, are black, and sometimes 
more intensely so than in any other disease whatever. I have known 
black vomiting in one or two cases only. Clots of blood are found in 
the dejections, in cases of internal hemorrhage — so black, indeed, as not 
to be known without breaking them. It is a popular opinion, and not 
entirely unfounded, that calomel colors the stools black. But I have 
known them black before that or any other medicine had been given-^ 
of which I had a proof lately in a child. 

Pain in one or both of the ears is not uncommon. Nor is it unusual 
Ibr one or both of them to suppurate, and to discharge after recovery, 
and to prove a great annoyance, as well as to be difficult to heal. Deaf- 
ness is from hence to be feared. 

Blood sometimes issues from the nose, mouth and bowels, but is not 
always fatal. It occurs only in protracted cases. In one case of three 

m black, bat often uh colored. They are eeated in the month or throat, or both, at llrat, and aHw 
wardi erode other parts, external and internal. 
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weeks' contiouancey and when professional visits were discontinued, and 
the patient apparently out of danger, this kind of hemorrhage occurred. 
We saw the blood, of a scarlet color, trickling down the upper lip from 
both nostrils at once. It was thin, and like bloody water as to con- 
sistence. Its intense scarlet hue showed it to be of arterial origin ; and 
the patient's pulse, which had been, in the acute stage of the disease, 
scarcely to be felt, was now full and active. This patient was a bo^ 
eleven years of age. His nose had leaked, and coagula formed in his 
nostrils, for several days preceding. The day before, the skin over the 
left nostril was swollen and of a hlue-hlack color. It regained, however, 
its natural hue, the swelling went off, and the bleeding was checked. 

A bloated state of the abdominal and hypogastric regions, without 
discoloration, with an inappetency to urine, or temporary ischuria, are 
symptoms which we have sometimes to combat. 

Prognostics. — The brain affection, the tendency to mortification, the 
dissolution of the crasis of the blood, and the extensive disorganization 
in and about the mouth and throat by canker, fonn the sombre shades of 
the malady. Either of these may end fatally, or the whole in combi- 
nation. The fever itself, although hotter than any other, does not of 
itself produce death. It always abates before that event, if it is to take 
place. And if the disease proves fatal in its acute stage, as on the 
third day, it is by mortification. We have known one instance of this, 
in which the abdominal region became, after dissolution, as spotted as a 
leopard. 

From the high authority of Dr. Dewees we learn that the patient, in 
all forms of the disease, is out of danger on the ninth day. But this is 
by no means uniformly the case. Canker continues to erode, to destroy 
digestion, and to impair the appetite, for a number of weeks, in some 
cases, after the other symptoms abate — ^inducing marasmus and hectic 
from the absorption of purulent matter; and we have known a dangerous 
hemorrhage to commence at the end of five or six weeks. This period, 
therefore, can only relate to the acute stage. Picking the bed-clothes, 
and a low muttering delirium, are not signs of such great and immediate 
danger as in other fevers. Extreme irritability, peevishness, termed by 
nurses crossness^ and from whk^h they infer recovery, will not be foand 
to apply thus favorably in canker rash. It is a part of the disease, as a 
delusive hope of recovery is of consumption. 

When the brain affection is not complicated with hydrocephalus, the 
padent may die with no apparent suffering, with easy respiration, without 
tossing or distortion, and as though in a sweet sleep. A medical gentle- 
man, who stands high in his profession, informed me that out of two 
hundred cases he had lost twelve^ and that all his fatal cases were with an 
aflbction of the brain. A mahogany color of the whole surface, or of 
tbe abdomen only, indicates imminent danger. 

Relapses are more frequent, as well as more dangerous, in this tbao 
in any other disease. Sudden death sometimes occurs after the sick 
have so &r recovered as to walk about, and even .to go out. Such in- 
stances, however, are not very common, and mostly happen in adults, 
who are fiir less liable to the disease than children. Apoplexy may be 
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the cause. The acrimony of the fluids renders the bloodvessels verj 
tender, so that extravasation may easily take place on tlie brain, and thus 
produce it. This consideration should render convalescents cautious of 
much exercise, until health is restored. We heard of a man who died 
in his garden. Attacks, sometimes apparently very serious, with a pulse 
of 120 in a minute, may end favorably and speedily in health. Such 
is the various and eccentric nature of the disease ; so that much caution 
is requisite in promulgating a prognosis either of a severe disease^of 
danger, or of recovery. This exercise of caution should be particular 
as well as general — ^thus, although puking is a common symptom at the 
onset, yet it is absent in mild and in unusually severe attacks. As it is 
the mark of an attempt of the stomach — ^the centre of the system — to 
throw off the prostrating causes of the disease, in mild cases the vital 
energies are not sufficiently aroused to produce it, whilst in cases of the 
Utmost severity they are sunk below reaction. As the abdominal mus- 
cles contribute almost entirely to the action of vomiting, these we have 
known, seemingly, struck with sphacelus at the first Seizure. Hence 
the absence of the common symptom of vomiting in such malignant 
cases. In proof of these views, the experienced practitioner will recol- 
lect that when there is von^itiug, there is often nothing apparently oSex^ 
sive in the contents of the stomach, either as to quality or quantity. It 
is a symptom of systematic, and not of local disorder. 

Canker and partial sphacelus are wont to produce extensive sloughing 
and purulent discharges. Hence hectic ; puking, when the discharge is 
swallowed, and emaciation — all in the protracted stages of illness, and 
none of which can be certainly foreseen in its early stages. In this con- 
nection we may again mention hemorrhage. 

The black alvine discharges, as well as claret color, which begins in 
the living body about the abdomen, as putrefaction does in the dend 
body, show the putrid tendency of canker rash. And the eye must be 
fixed on these phenomena in the prognosis and in the treatment. 

'Dropsy succeeding canker rash is not usually dangerous, unless it be 
dropsy of the= head. When the stools are natural, and properly tinged 
with bile of normal quantity and color, the ground of a favorable prog«- 
nosis is well established. When the efflorescence is excessive, so as to 
completely cover every pin point of the surface, accompanied with general 
intumescence, the prognosis is unfavorable. Such a case we have seen 
tfaepresent season. 

The canker sometimes produces extensive mischief in the cellular 
substance, which it destroys, leaving the skin and muscles detached 
from each other. In one case which 1 saw the present seasdn, the cavity 
tinis formed held a syringe full of injection. A hole was eaten, or 
sphacelated, quite through the skin, which would admit the end of the 
finger. This orifice and sloughing were not exactly over the glands, but 
higher up on the neck, in the region of the left ear ; whilst another 
hole, through or between the muscles, appeared to extend into the in- 
ternal cavity, and the matter there formed to pass through the EosMi- 
chian tube into the mouth, thence into the stomach, and thus to eause 
frequent turns of puking. The glands of the right side were in a state 
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of suppuration, and matter occasionally issuing, externally, from botfa 
ears. This was the state of the patient, a girl of five years old, when I 
was called twenty miles to a consultation on her case. Although she 
was said to have been a healthy, plump child, hei; emaciation was ex- 
treme. She talked much, but from the erosion of the parts, it was ex- 
tremely difficult to understand a word she said. She bad been ble4 
from the arm about five weeks before ; but the orifice never bad healed^ 
the cellular substance around it was destroyed, leaving the skin and 
flesh, in the bend of the arm, detached firom each other, and pumlenf 
matter was issuing from the puncture. Her pulse was quick, she wajB 
hectical from absorption, and a portentous flush visited her cheeks. 

Scarlatina does not uniformly follow the laws of other epidemics^ 
which are most severe in the first cases. It, on the contrary, sometim^^ 
appears to increase in malignity as it progresses. 

One sequel of the disorder is a stiffiiess of the muscles about th^ 
joints. A boy, after the subsidence of the acute stage, could not wali^, 
frona a stiffiiess of his knees, nor look at the sun, from a stiffness of his 
neck. In this case, the matter which in others discharges itself by supt 
puration, fell on the joints, causing immobility. He was in this state 
when I first saw him, another of the profession having previously at- 
teoded. A course of iodine restored the use of his lower limbs, aide^ 
by blisters and diuretics, speedily. But it was long before his neck w«9 
cured. The cure, however, in the end, was complete. Iodine was 
used externally in ointment, and internally in tincture. 

It is probable that black feces and brain affections are more common 
ID some seasons and localities than in others, they not having been par- 
ticularly noticed by writers in general, nor formerly frequently seen by 
myself. But in my late practice I have been particularly impressed 
with these morbid phenomena. It is not very common for black fec^ 
to pass off spontaneously. I was once called to a gentleman, who sent 
lor me for this cause alone. But he had no mdisposition. A case of 
black diarrhoea, in a child, happened the present season, and appeared 
to cure the approaching canker rash in its incipient stage. Blisters 
sometimes put on very alarming appearances, being visited by canker, 
turning black, and threatening mortification. I have noticed in them, 
also, that phenomenon which we sometimes observe in very bad cases of 
anthrax, the pores appearing as though they were stuffed with meU \t 
denotes a very unfavorable state of the solids. 

Canker rash is one of the most stationary, as well as the most eccen- 
tric, of all epidemics. It is said to have prevailed in New Toxk for 20 
years, viz., /rom 1780 to 1800. It is now nine years since I saw it in 
Brooklyn. It was then, also, prevalent in New York, and in both 
these cities has been, I believe, uninterruptedly present ever since. 

Fever seems to be that part of the disease, which it, in none of its 
fi)rms, can exist without. Its intensity varies with the degree of affeption 
of the sldn, the mouth, the tonsils, the glands of the neck, and the ali- 
mentary canal. Its seat appears more particularly to be in and ahotut 
the ganglicmic nerves, which concentrate in the precordia and epig^ 
trium. Here is its primary location. Hence nausea and yQini^^c^ 
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The intimate coDnection existing betwixt the alvine canal and the skin is 
next shown by eruption. This connection is further evinced by the de- 
cline of the canker, the diminution of the swelled tonsils, glands of the 
neck, and efflorescence, with the fever. But a sudden retrocession of the 
eruption may increase the fever, and requires remedies to reproduce it, or 
the patient may be lost. It denotes an alarming state of general debility 
—-a loss of energy in the solids, as also a dissolution of the crasis of 
the blood. A gentleman, formerly a near neighbor, informed me that 
the disease was once in his family. A little daughter had it, with a 
swelling of considerable size on one side of her neck. She was attended 
by a physician who never had much reputation. He lanced this swell- 
ing, as the father supposed, prematurely ; it bled, and the hemorrhage 
never could be stopped. The child bled to death. I was lately in- 
formed of a case in which the patient was bled from the arm. The 
orifice showed no disposition to heal, but formed a sinous suppurating 
ulcer, running along the hollow of the vein. Although bleeding and 
blisters cannot be entirely dispensed with in all cases, we have facts 
enough now before us to teach us apprehension and caution in their use. 
Eruptive fevers, according to John Hunter, prove the medical at- 
tempts of nature to rid itself of morbid matters, as does sweating. It i» 
a popular opinion that there is a concealed rash when the sick do not 
break out. This idea, if erroneous, is generally void of harm. Safiroa 
tea is used by families to throw out the eruption, which does no hurt; it 
does not interfere with more appropriate remedies. A secondary eruption, 
sparse, and resembling chickenpox, only that the pock is larger, some- 
times occurs, as does a slight secondary fever. These do not appear 
until the specific disease has ceased, or is fast declining. 1 think that I 
have noticed chilly fits more frequently in the course of the disease, than 
at its first commencement, at which time they are seldom mentioned. 

(To be continued.) 



SARATOGA WATERS— NO. III. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear SrR,-^In my last communication I attempted to show that the 
saline springs of this place are not only aperient, diuretic and deob- 
struent, but ionic. From an extended and careful examination of the 
treatment adopted at the various watering places in Europe and our 
country, 1 have not met with one spring, except such as are simply sul- 
phureous, that does not prave injurious to invalids laboring under inflam- 
mation or plethora. As this is a point of great consequence to those 
gentlemen who are sending their '^ foriom cases " to these fountains, 
allow me to be somewhat more explicit on this topic. 

Before my settling here, I had been many years prescribing Congress 
'water in bottles to my patients, as a pleasant aperient, deobstruent and 
diuretic. Its bracing effects I never suspected. In conversation with a 
professional brother in Hartford, just before leaving, who has a wide and 
respectable practice, and who is daily prescribing Congress water, he 
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seemed almost to have forgotten whether there was any iron in the ar- 
ticle or Dot.^And tliere can be no doubt there are many physicians in 
our country who are in the practice of directing this excellent and effi- 
cieot remedy without remembering, and perhaps without having seen, 
its analysis, or suspecting its bracing quahties. But, were these gentle- 
meo posted here and obliged to watch the daily effects of this beverage, 
when taken liberally from the fountains, on the pulse, color, tone, and 
movements of the system ; and to witness the unequivocal aggravation 
of local, inflammatory affections when not counteracted by appropriate 
remedies, they would appreciate the anxiety felt by the writer of these 
reoiarks that the profession, generally, should understand the exact state 
of the case, and give their patients the proper directions and preparation 
when leaving their homes for Saratoga Springs. 

Do not understand me to say that all need depletion before they 
come, or while here. Far from it. There are very many who come 
with soft, slow pulse, pale countenance, and freedom from inflammatory 
tendencies, whom the saline springs exactly suit without any previous or 
accompanying medication. Crowds of such come and go annually, re- 
joicing in their visit to these fountains. There are others, too, of so cold 
and torpid a habit that they need warming and acrid remedies as auxilia- 
ries to the water ; and there are some with such exquisitely irritable 
nerves as to require — not depletory measures — but anodynes, such as a 
pill every 4 hours of extract of hyosciamus, carbonate of ammonia and 
camphor. I have been pleased to see how visitants of this character, 
whose bowels had been thrown into great pain and distension by a few 
tumblers taken in the morning, could be made to bear full and effectual 
doses of the water by the addition of such a sedative as the one aliove 
mentioned. Such patients, when accommodated with the proper, quali- 
fying agents, receive the legitimate benefit of the waters hke those who 
need remedies of an opposite character, or who need nothing at all. 

But where one needs stimulants and anodynes, many need a deplet- 
ing course to enable them to reap the full benefit of the remedy ob- 
tamed here. For, just consider the wide difference between a patient 
who brings a calm circulation, soft pulse, pale tongue and lips, and 
exemption from local obstructions, and one who is florid, full, hot, with 
white fur on the tongue, hard, wirey pulse, and all those symptoms 
fbanded on a sanguine temperament and sub-acute or chronic local in- 
flammation. Cases of apoplexy were sent here last season, with full, 
bard pulse, florid complexion and numbness of the limbs, to partake of 
these invigorating waters. Yet there were some such invalids who 
leaped the usual benefit from the waters, by being put upon a simulta- 
neous course of depletion. Without this they would have gone home 
injured ; with it, they decidedly convalesced. Paby generally required 
similar medication. Chronic disease of the liver was frequently aggra- 
vated by the water, till reducing measures were combined, when re- 
covery proved to be as easy as in other cases. And there were a num- 
ber of cases of disease in the respiratory apparatus, where the waters 
operated admirably when accompanied with antiphlogistic remedies* I 
do not entertain a doubt that there are many diseases of the lungs, pare 
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ticdlttrlj such as are sympathetic, that would receive decided benefit 
jirom these waters, provided the pulse be kept soft, aud the system belota 
the healthy standard of action. 

An unexpected proportion of secondary syphilis and gonorrhoea came 
with entonic symptoms, and could not bear the use of the mineral water 
till ptoperly prepared. Local pains and tenderness in the abdomen 
often needed the same qualifications by medicine. The same was tnie 
of m^Tiy female complaints. But I observed no set of invalids so oftei 
injured by their resort to these fountains as the rheumatic. This re- 
mark may appear strange to the physicians most acquainted with tbe 
Saratoga waters, and who have known how many of this class go away 
in a rapid progress to health. But it is nevertheless true that no smidl 
number of this numerous class, by drinking and bathing, without proper 
reduction, do retire positively injured. And there is no enigma in the 
lease. One rheumatic ihvalid has long been afflicted till all inflamma- 
tory tendencies are worn out. His joints are stiff, and he feels the 
Regular augmentation of his troubles from a cold, north-east storm. But 
he is thib, pale, feeble, and his pulse is uniformly soft and slow. Indeed, 
before coming here he has been proved to bear stimulants without any 
disturbance of the arterial system. Such cases, whether chronic rbea- 
matism, sciatica, or lumbago, will find most decided relief from drinking 
and bathing. But if the disease be recent, accompanied with heat, 
dwelling and pain of joints, aggravated by warm applications and motion, 
ft S)v^hite tongue and hard pulse, the most direct and positive injury must 
result from the potations and hot bathing, unless the system be brought 
below the grade of inordinate action. This is not true of Congress 
T^ter only, but applies to compound tincture of guaiac^ and all stimu- 
latingj anti-rheumatic remedies. Did the patience of your readers per- 
mit, I could insert many authorities on hand from watering places and 
bathing establishments to confirm the accuracy of my own observations. 

But I must close. I have said enough to awaken the attention of 
my medical brethren ; and I beg they will have the goodness to fur- 
nbh their patients who resort hither, not only with the proper directions, 
but the proper preparation. It is a matter of plain common sense that 
there is no efficient medicine that is not liable to do hurt as well as good. 
May I not hope, then, that a more considerate attention to the trtie n«- 
ture of these natural remedies, on the part of tbe faculty, may be instru- 
mental in more widely diffiising relief from pain and suffering, aad 
enhancing the beneficial agency of these valuable fountains ? 

Respectfully, yours, 

Saratoga Springs^ April 14, 1839. M. L. North. 

(The 4th and last No. next week.] 



THEA VIRIDIS IN BURNS AND BCALDS. 

To the Editor of the Boston MediccU and Surgical Journal, 

DfiAB Sir, — ^Thinking that, perhaps, not all of your numerous readeis 
are acquainted with the efficacy of green tea in the cure of burns aad 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iVeti^ Method of Filling Decayed Teeth. 189 

Kaids, I present you with this short paper on the subject, and you are 
at liberty to lay it on or under the table, at your pleasure — although 1 
should like to have the remedy generally known, if it is not already. 

It is about three years since I first applied this article in these cases ; 
but in this short time I have had repeated opportunities of testing its 
virtues* The first case in which I employed it was that of a child, 
three years old, whose clothes were literally burnt off from it. It was 
cured by this article alone, and notwithstanding large portions of not 
only integument but muscle also, sloughed out, the cavities were soon 
filled with healthy granulations, and the cicatrices formed a smooth sur- 
face. Since that time I have treated other cases, of more or less se- 
verity, in the same manner, and with similar success. Treated in this 
way the inflammation soon subsides, and the healing process is astonish- 
ingiy rapid. It is always necessary to keep the bowels sufficiently open 
with some cooling laxative, as crem. tart., or sulph. magnes. 

Any of the green teas may be used. It is to be moistened with 
warm water to render it soft, and applied in the form of a cataplasm. 
Perhaps it may be more conveniently employed by forming it into a 
cataplasm with Indian meal. When the burn or scald is in a situation 
that renders this form impracticable, the injured parts may be kept con- 
stantly moistened with a very strong infusion. 1 should suppose the ex*- 
tract would be an elegant form in which it might be employed. 

Respectfully, yours, 

Ufdonville, Mass., April 16, 1839. £. G. Wheblee. 



NEW METHOD OF FILLING DECAYED TEETH. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Joicrnal. 

Sib, — If the following account should be deemed likely to afford a 
bint to any of your readers, professional or non-professional, you are at 
liberty to insert it in your Journal. 

I am acquainted with a lady, about the age of 35, whose decayed 
Veeih ^e fUed with pine ; and it answers a very good purpose. The 
following is her story, as I had it from her own lips — and she is a person 
of the most undoubted veracity. 

About four years ago, having heard of the process of filling teeth with 
i;old, and the objects it was intended to accomplish, and having several 
which were rapidly wasting away, die thought struck her that she would 
try a process which was less expensive. Her first step was to ascertain 
the exact shape and size of some of the decayed places in her teeth j 
which she did by filling them first with soft bread or dough, and then 
carefoUy removing it. When this had been done, she cut out small 
pieces of pine wood of the same size and shape with the dough, and 
pressed them into the cavities. By imbibing moisture, the pieces of 
wood, of course, became enlarged, and remained in their place, and the 
decay ceased. 

I examined her teeth about a month since, and found the pine «5 
£imly £xed ia their cavities as if it had been inserted but the daj te- 
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fore, and answering every purpose, for the time, so far as I know, of 

Eure gold. Indeed, I have had several teeth filled, in the usual manner, 
y dentists who sustained a very high reputation ; but I never have had 
a particle of the filling in my mouth alter the lapse of four years, or 
even of three. 

Dentists have long made use of wood, I believe, in inserting teeth, 
but the lady whom I have mentioned was wholly ignorant of the &ct. 
The experiment was her own, purely ; suggested by that necessity which 
has so oilen and so appropriately been styled the ^^ mother of inven- 
tion." Indeed, I am not aware that wooden plugs have ever been used, 
even by dentists, in the work o( fitting teeth. Yours, &c. 

Boston, Apnl 9, 1839. W. A. A. 



ORTHOPEDIC INSTITUTION. 

To the Editor pf the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — I wish to improve a small portion of your Journal, to invite the 
attention of the profession to the valuable institution above named, 
under the care of I)r. Brown, in our city, by the publication of a letter 
recently received from the father of one of those unfortunates, the ob- 
jects of his sympathy and skill. I have had the pleasure of witnessing 
several cases of spinal distortion, hitherto regarded as hopeless, mate- 
rially benefited at this institution, and the appalling deformity of club 
feet completely removed by a simple yet skilful operation, to which I 
feel bound to allude. Still, however, I will merely ask you to give 
publicity to the following brief communication, which I think will not 
only fix the attention of the profession upon the high claims of the con- 
ductor of this recent institution, but may be blessed to many su^rers 
who have yielded themselves to a hopeless abandonment of recovery. 
Boston, April 8, 1839. Respectfully, be. 

E. W. Leach. 

Conway, N. H., April 4, 1B39. 
Dear Sir, — You will recollect that I called on you a few weeb 
mnce, with my daughter, who was sufiering under a complaint of the 
spine. You recommended me to the orthopedic institution of your city. 
I called on Dr. Jackson, who advised me to Dr. Brown, as the only 
prospect of relieving my daughter's sufferings. Not having an oppor- 
tunity to see you, as I should have desired, I feel bound to address you 
to express my gratitude for your recommending me to this institution — and 
also to acquaint you with my entire satisfaction with the manner in 
which it is conducted. After a careful examination of the case of my 
daughter. Dr. B. advised me to remain a short time in Boston with her, 
which I did. We passed three weeks only in the city, and she is now 
three inches taller than when I placed her under his care. The day 
before we left Boston, she walked to the Navy Yard in Charlestown, 
and returned, with but comparatively little fatigue. I know not in what 
terms to express my gratitude for the benefit which has already been 
conferred, m a case which we considered hopeless, and for nine years 
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his been growing worse and worse — and this in the brief period of 
three weeks. Had I time I should like to speak of the different cases 
of spinal affections which I saw treated ; but I ask yon to examine for 
yourself and for the afflicted who may apply to you for counsel. This 
institution is doing much good, and 1 feel that no individual testimony in 
its fiivor should be withheld. Grateful for the interest you manifested 
ID my daughter's welfare, and that your advice has been blessed to her 
great relief, I am your obedient servant, 

To E. W. Leach, M.D. B. H. 



PHYSIOLOGICAL PHENOMENON. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

SiH, — I read in the present volume of your Journal, No. 6, the very in- 
teresting account of the "snake man" (R. H. Copeland), whose de- 
formities and physical peculiarities are said to be " owing to a fright bis 
mother received from a rattle snake attempting to bite her about the 
sixth month of pregnancy." Now if the account alluded to be true 
(and I confess I am credulous enough to believe it may be), it seems to 
prove the possibility, at least, that the imagination of the mother may 
exert an influence upon her foetus in utero. 

My first introduction to this subject, was with the anatomical and 
physiological reasoning of Dr. Dewees, which cried " delusion," and 
at the cheap rate of one half hour's reading, I fell myself amply quali- 
fied to echo " delusion." I accepted his theory, accompanied by such 
force and pathos of reasoning, with acclamation ; " 1 should have been 
ashamed to do otherwise." 

Now I am at a loss to make the facts of the case alluded to (if they 
be true), and of the one I am about to relate, which I know to be true^ 
harmonize with what I had thought to be a " delusion." 

Mrs. B., then of this town, now living in the adjoining town of T., 
while pregnant (I do not know at what month), received intelligence of 
the death of her brother, who died in the town of N. D. (15 or 20 
miles distant), who was instantly killed in a mill, by the falling of a stick 
of timber, which struck him upon the back part of the head and shoul- 
ders, crushing in the whole posterior part of the head. Thus the mes- 
senger described the bloody wound to Mrs. B. who, I am informed, did 
not subsequently see her deceased brother. 

When confined, Mrs. B. was attended by the late and much lamented 
Dr L., a highly respectable practitioner of this place, who delivered her 
of a stUIbom child nearly or quite of ordinary size, features and limbs 
well developed, body straight and well formed ; but it had one deformity 
—the occiput seemed crushed in, and to present a flat surface, as far as 
the vertex above, and laterally nearly as far as the ears. The head 
is drawn liack, and rests down upon the shoulders ; the whole back 
part of the head, and integuments of the spine, down to near the udiod 
of the last lumbar vertebra and sacrum, presents the appearance of 
ooe continuous clot of blood, gradually diminishing in thickness and 
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width from above, to its termination, which is abrupt, and succeeded, 
apparently, by perfectly healthy and natural skin. Finally^ the im- 
pression received and inference drawn by any one who sees the fcetus, 
would be, that it had received a very severe blow upon the back of the 
head, sufficient to crush in the whole occiput, and injure the integuments 
of the spine ; and as the blood issued from the head, and ran down the 
back, it coagulated in its course. 

The above brief description (which has been elicited at this tkne, by 
the account of the << snake man "), is the appearance of the foetus 
through the glass which contains it. But I propose, at some future pe- 
riod, to ascertain and report the true anatomical appearance of the head 
and back, and likewise every possible particular of interest, from the 
mother of the foetus ; believing it to be a rare specimen of curiosity for 
the physiologist. J. F. Hall. 

WoWx^oughy N. H., Apnl 15, 1839, 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL 

i n I ■■'■■■ ' ' ■ ■ ' " ' ■■ ■ ' ■ ■' ■ ■■ .IMI — 

BOSTON. MAY 1, ]839. 



LEAD FOR FILLING TEETH. 

A coEBBSPONDENT lu this day's Journal cites the value of wood, as a sab- 
stitute for gold, in plugging carious teeth. However successful the expe- 
riment may have been in a single case, we apprehend that a serious objec- 
tion would arise against an extensive and indiscriminate use of wood, on * 
account of its imbibing the saliva, and ultimately becoming exceedingly 
offensive. We have been assured that lead is fully equal to gold, for 
filling diseased teeth, and by some thought even superior, on account of 
its perfect inelasticity. A lady, the wife of a physician about twenty 
miles from this city, had one or two teeth filled with lead, some eighteen 
years ago, which completely restored these organs to usefulness, and has 
preserved them to this time. Every pressure of an opposing tooth gives 
the filling more compactness, and the general effect of years is to drive 
the lead, if placed on the top of the tooth, into every part of the cavity. 
No bad effects on the health are said to be produced by it : indeed, the 
quantity is so small, that the billionth part of a grain could never be in so- 
lution at once. Lastly, economical considerations should and will have 
some considerable influence on those who are so unfortunate as to require 
this slight, though important operation. One of the principal apologies o( 
the dentist for the expense of filling teeth, is the cost of the gold. Now 
if lead can be safely and savingly substituted, it will enable many to avail 
themselves of the advantages of the dental art, who are now too proud to 
acknowledge that they are kept from the manipulations of the dentist, 
solely on account of the apparent extravagance of his charges. 



Singular Loss of Muscular Pouter. — A man has been walking the 
streets of Boston, lately, from the eastward, who has suffered such a per- 
fect loss of contractile power in the posterior muscles of the neck, that he 
ia wholly vnable to hM. up his head. Such is the senafttion d wejgbif 
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and 80 inconvenient is it to have it dangling, as it were, on the breafit, 
wholly interfering with the use of the eyes or mouth, that a somewhat 
complicated machine has been invented expressly to remedy the case* 
An iron rod runs down the line of the spine, supported by straps from the 
hips upwards, encircling the body. Upon the top of the rod a broad band 
embraces the forehead, and thus the organs of vision are kept on a hori- 
zontal line — and thus the poor fellow threads his way over the city, 
hooped up almost like a cask. — How admirable, simple and symmetrical is 
the apparatus nature employs — snugly packed away on the back of the 
neck, which maintains the head in an upright condition far more perfectly 
than the clumsy contrivances of man, when his ingenuity has been taxed 
to its utmost. 

New Medical HaU, — By the munificent appropriation of the City of 
Lexington, Ky., alluded to the other day, a splendid medical hall is to be 
forthwith erected for the exclusive use of the medical school. Also, with- 
out delay, an infirmary is to be raised, in which th^ clinical lectures will 
be delivered in future, and the operations of surgery performed, in presence 
of the class. 

On the 11th of March the University of Transylvania conferred the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine on fifty-one graduates. Dr. J. Weisiger, of 
Danville, Ky. ; Dr. Erasmus D. Pickett, of Maysvilie, Ky. ; and Dr. Wm. 
R. Letcher, of Richmond, Virg., had conferred upon them the honorary 
degree of Doctor in Medicine. 



Calomel and Rhubarb, — A correspondent in Connecticut wishes some 
one to solve the problem — " Why calomel and rhubarb, on being mixed,, 
in a few weeks form a vermilion-colored compound." If such is th& 
fact, it would be gratifying to ascertain whether the medicinal character of 
the two articles is entirely changed, so that the effect on the system would 
be different from what it would had the compound been given immediately 
after being mixed. Attention to this is respectfully solicited by those whoi 
sre constantly dispensing their own medicines at the bed-side of the patient*. 



New Medical Appointment. — Applications will be received by the» 
Mayor and Aldermen of Boston, till the 1st of June, from medical gen- 
tlemen desirous of obtaining the appointment of physician to the city's: 
institutions at South Boston. The salary is fixed at f 1200, together with 
house-rent and board — which makes it one of the most desirable medicaU 
office situations in New England. 



Dr, Miner^s Address, — To our great gratification, a second edition of 
the excellent address of Dr. Miner has been published. It evidences & 
healthful condition of the public taste, when sound common sense finds a 
ready mari£Qt. 

Medical Society of Hartford. — The Hartford County Medical Meetings 
was held in the City of Hartford, Conn., on Thursday, the 11th day of 
April, 1839. 

Dr. William S. Pierson, of Windsor, was chosen chairman, and Dr. 
G. O. Sumner, of Hartford, clerk, for the ensuing year. 
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Id4 Medical biteUigence* 

Dr. Holt, of S. Glastenbury, one of the dissertators for the occasion^ 
Tead a dissertation upon tetanus. Remarks on the disease, comprising its 
pathology and treatment, were made by several gentlemen present. 

Medical facts and observations were solicited of the members present 

Messrs. J. D. Wilcox, of Granby, and S. B. Beresford, of Hartfordt 
'Were appointed to read dissertations at the next annual meeting. 

The following gentlemen were chosen fellows to represent this County, 
in the State Medical Convention to be held in Hartford in May next, Tiz.^ 
Horatio Gridley, M.D., Amariah Brigham, M.D., Chauncey Brown, M.D., 
Augustus R. Case, M.D., Pardon Brownell, M.D. 

The following resolution was then passed : 

Resolvedt That it be recommended to the members of this county meet- 
ing to carry into efiect the 5th resolution of the convention of 1^8, and 
to make their returns for this year to the fellows of this county, previous 
to the meeting of the convention in May next. 



Poisons. — Sir, — A writer in your April No., under the signature of 
A., quotes from Dr. Peirson that "a man may take poison and not be 
poisoned," and wishes some one to relieve his mind by proving it. I would 
simply ask A. if he is a medical man ? If he is, whether he supposes 
arsenic to be poison ? If yea, whether he ever prescribed Fowler's solu- 
tion for the cure of intermittent fever, or for any other disease ? And if 
he ever did, whether he supposes he poisoned his patient ? B. 

Another correspondent writes — Although A. says, on page 109, that all 
analogy is against the assertion that minute portions of poison can be taken 
into the stomach without injury, it appears to me that he has himself, on the 
same page, furnished a case which, by analogy, may be made to support it. 
It is well known, A. remarks, that a man may hold poison a short time in 
his hand, and not be poisoned ; and I presume he will not deny that by in- 
creasing the strength of that poison, if of a kind that can be sufficiently 
concentrated, or holding it a longer time, the individual toill be poisoned 
by the experiment. Now if the weaker portion is inert, and the stronger 
injurious, when applied to one part of the system, my ideas of analogr 
teach me that the same would be the result in any other part — the strong 
of the article being varied, of course, according to the vitality of the part 
to which it is applied. 



Chinese Physiology, — The Chinese know nothing of the circulation, 
and therefore the practice of physic is meagre and inadequate to contin- 
gencies. They believe that the human body is composed of five elements, 
viz., water, fire, wood, metal and earth. So long as an equilibrium be- 
tween these is maintained, people enjoy good health ; but as soon as one 
of them predominates, sickness ensues. . All diseases arise from disturbing 
the equilibrium of these constituent parts, and the art of healing consists 
in restoring their mutual relations. They know nothing of chemistry, and 
their medicines are all vegetables — ginseng being the sovereign remedy for 
everything. — The shipment of this root from Boston, formeriy, collected 
on the hills of Vermont and New Hampshire, laid the foundation of some 
large fortunes in New England. 



Preservation of Bodies for Dissection. — M. Gannal has recently pub- 
lished a pamphlet on the embalming of bodies and the preparation of spe- 
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cimens of natural history and morbid anatomy. As M. Gannal has ob- 
tained a patent for his method of embalming, we shall say nothing on this 
part of his work ; he has, however, freely communicated the results of his 
experiments on preservative fluids for the purposes of dissection, of pre- 
paration of animals, 6cc. 

After numerous trials with the salts of alum, and various other sub- 
stances, M. Gannal has elected the sulphate of alumina as being at once 
the most efficacious and the cheapest material which can be employed. 
Two pounds of the sulphate of alumina dissolved in a quart of water, are 
sufficient to preserve a dead body in a state of freshness for at least three 
months. If the weather be very hot it will be necessary to employ the 
fluid in a greater degree of concentration. The solution of alum is simply 
injected into the vessels of the subject, and the cost of preservation does 
not exceed ten pence for each body. — London Lancet, 



Medical Miscellany. — Out of 490 paupers supported last year by the 
city of Portland, 466 had been, or were, intemperate. — Dr. CoUyer has 
been prevented from lecturing on phrenology in one of the churches at 
New Orleans, because the members considered that the science tended to 
materialism. — A copy of the Druggist's General Advertiser has been sent 
us horn New York, wholly devoted to puffing patent medicines and nos- 
trums, with a notice (indicated by the marks of a pen), that if we will 
copy certain advertisements once a week, for twelve months, and send one 
number to the agents, we shall be entitled to one dozen of each of the 
articles! — Thomson, the great originator of the medical humbug, has 
been mulcted, in this city, for a libel against Dr. Badger. — Dr. Hull's ab- 
dominal supporter, highly approved of by Sir Astley Cooper, Sir Benjamin 
Brodie, Drs. Clark, Blundell, &;c., is selling at an encouraging rate in 
England. — Dr. Every Kennedy, of the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, delivers 
four courses of lectures annually, commencing the 2d Monday in February, 
May, August and November. — Magendie's 21st lecture on the blood and 
the changes which it undergoes during disease, is one of his happiest 
efforts.— TKo. H. Burgess, M.D.,has written a treatise on the physiology 
and mechanism of blushing. — Researches in embryology, by Dr. Martin 
Barry, has been published in England. — Smallpox is again on the increase 
in England, says the Foreign Journal of Medicine. — There were 35 
deaths by consumption, in New York, last week. — A man by the name of 
Hallenbuke caused the death of a child at Albany, by giving it nearly a 
pint of brandy at once. — Marriage, physiologically discussed, from the 
French of M. Dubois, translated by Wm. Greenfield, is abroad — and a 
miserable catchpenny it is. — A very famous quack has appeared in 
the neighborhood of London, who calls himself Baron Spolasco— pretend- 
ing to cure every disease with two pUls and one powder. A "jury of in- 
Suest have brought in a verdict of manslaughter against him, for causing 
le death of Susannah Thomas. — A benevolent medical society was insti- 
tuted in England, in 1816, for the purpose of affording relief to such of its 
members, as through mental or bodily infirmity, or other causes, are in 
distressed circumstances, and require pecuniary assistance. It is a noble 
charity, and one precisely like it should be established here. — So fully are 
the people satisfied that coroners should be medical men, that it is pre- 
samed all future appointments in England will be of the profession. Why 
should it not be so nere ? — Dr. S. Rapolje has been appointed to the Naval 
Hospital, New York ; Dr.W. Johnson, of the U. S. N., to the Navy Yard 
of the same station. nr^n,n]o 
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Q^ Those of our subscribers whose bills were enclosed in late No8.of the 
Journal, are informed that they will much oblige the publisher by forwarding the 
amounts due. The rates of exchange are so much improved, that there is no 
longer any serious difficulty on the score of uncurrent money. Remittances may 
be made, by mail, to the publisher or to either of the following agents. 

List of ^ents for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. — Mr. E. ¥• 
Duren, bookseller, Bangor, Maine; Luke Howe, Esq. P. M. Jafirey, N. H., 
Israel Hinckley, Esq. P., M. Topsfatam, V t. ; Mr. Joseph Balch, jr., Providence. 
R. I. ; Charles Hooker, M.D. New Haven, Ct ; T. O. H. Croswel, Esq. P. M. 
CsUkill, N. Y. ; Samuel Freeman, Esq. P. M. Williamstown, N. Y.; Mr. 
Charles S. Francis, bookseller, Broadway, New York; Mr. Thomas R. Hampton, 
Washington, D. C; William A. Gillespie, M.D. EUisville, Louisa County, Va. ; 
Mr. L. Dwelle, Augusta, Ga. ; S. Mayfield, M.D. Franklin, Tenn.; Mr. Isaac N. 
Whiting, bookseller, Columbus, Ohio ; J. R. Bowers, Esq. P. M. York, Washte- 
naw Co. Mich. ; Mess. Hedge & Lyman, Montreal, L. C. ; Mr. Joseph Tardi? 
<t,uebec, L. C. ; L. E. Van Bu#kirk, M.D. Haliftix, Nova Scotia. 

Erratum. — In last week's number, page 171, line 21, for quality read quani^. 
Died, — In this city, J. A. Brereton, M.D., of the U. S. Array, 53. 

Wbole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending April 87, 35. Maleii, 16 — females, 19. 

Of consumption, 7— scarlet fever, 6— lung fever, e — old age, 1— decline, 2 — abscess, 1— dropsy on 
ithe brain, 1 — brain fever, 1 — ^burn, 2 — marasmus, 1— croup, 8— -dropsy in the head, 1 — sudden, I— cas- 
jMor rash, 1— dropsy, 1— disease of the heart, l—'White swelling, 1— stillborn, 8. 

OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, 

PouNDBD on the Philosophy of the Human Economy in Health and in Disease, in 3 Parts. By Joseph 
A. Gallup, M.D., author of Blietches of Epidemic Diseases In the State of Vermont, late Proflsssoref 
Theory and Practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine, and of the Clinical School of Medicine, 
Ex-president of the Vermont Medical Society, Hon. Member of the Medical Society of the State of 
New York, dsc. 2 vols. 8vo., pp. 876. 

** As the writer has been chiefly induced to undertake the labor of Che above work, in conseqaeace 
oT two very courteous memorials addressed to him flrom all the students present of two classes at dif- 
ibrent medical institutions, requesting a publication of his lectures, or the principles embraeed in 
them, he has presumed, with respectful regards, to present these outlines to the Students of Mediciae 
In the United States, with a hope of their being in some measure useAil to the Science of Medicine." 

Eatract of a Letter from Professor J. W, Francis, M.D. — " Having read the manuscript of Dr. 
Gallup, on the Institutes of Medicine,! am flree to remark, that it is the result of great research, and long 
and extensive medical experience. The author, while occupied as an observer, has recorded his infe- 
rences, with the praiseworthy design of adding to the stock of sound practical information. His book 
will be read for the originality and excellence of many of his views, and the masculine development of 
the writer's reflections. It will deserve and find a place in the library of the ttudeni, and be oflea 
consulted by the medical practitioner with advantage. 
« Nbw York, 1833." 

JiMt published by OTIS, BROADERS db CO., 120 Washington street, Boaton. M SO. 

BROWN'S PATENT SELF-INJECTING APPARATUS. 

Thb undersii^ned respectfiilly calls the attention of medical priictitioners to a newly-invented instra- 
ment, which is for sale at his store, No. 481 Washington street, corner of Elliot street. If physi- 
cians would examine the principles of its construction, ihey would appreciate Its usefulness, and 
would probably Ite induced to recommend it very geneiaily in their practice. Physicians, druggists, 
and the inhabitants of Boston, are particularly invited to look into the superiority of this article ovsr 
the inventor's former iu'^triiiuent, as it now has the advantage of Goodyear's new India £ubber« 
which is allowed by all to be an entirely difTerenl article from that formerly manufhctured. 

Feb. 6— eoply WILLIAM BROWN. 

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 

Thb medical profession are hereby informed thit the subscriber has made such arrangements that hs 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will be 
safely put up in boxes, with the clay in which they were imported. Pbysicmns may be certain that 
careful attention will be given to their orders. 8ETH W. FOWLE, 

Oct. 17— lyeop 33 Prin ce St. corner of Saiem St. BeatoB. 

ITHE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is pablished every -WedneMtay, by 
D. CLA.PP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes e^h year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3J70 after thne 
month*, or $4.00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to th« same address, for $5,00 a year,.hi 
advance. Orders flrom a distance must be accompanied by payment in ttdvance or salfsfiictory reftr 
tme. Postage tlie same as Ibr a newspaper. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



THE 

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 



Vol. XX. Wednesday, May 8, 1839. No. 13. 



DR. COMSTOCK ON SCARLET FEVER. 

[Continued from page 186.] 

CoRTAOiON. — It IS difficult to provc, and unphilosophical to consider, a 
ferer cootagious, which originates spontaneously. For if it thus invades 
one, why not others ? Foreign writers consider scarlatina catching, be- 
cause, as they say, it generally goes through a family when one is 
seized with it, which is here very often remarkably not the fact. The 
present season 1 attended a family in which the mother and her seven 
children had it severely. This lady observed to me that her neighbors, 
with the exception of one family, to the amount, as she thought, of sixty 
persons, visited her house, many of whom watched ; and yet that she 
did not know the instance of a single person of them who had it, whilst, 
singular to be sure, it broke out in the only family who, not one of them, 
liad been into her dwelling ! Clothes and even flies have been pressed 
into the service of the contagionists. But there was not even any im- 
puted source to be here pointed out, it having commenced, in the first 
ninily to which I have alluded, in the month of January, when flies d^d 
Dot fly. Some persons, and some whole families, with their relations, 
ire constitutionally predisposed to certain diseases; and no disorder 
points to this predisposition more strikingly than canker i-ash. Hence 
all the children of a family may have it, whilst servants escape. Black- 
^yed children were supposed, by Dr. FotbergUl, to be apt to be 
the: greatest sufferers. But in. this, as in other respects, there is no 
illuibrmity. 

It b worthy of a passing notice, that during the reign of spotted fever, 
ybich prevailed from 1806 to 1814, we heard very little of canker rash. 
Dr. North, who wrote a valuable treatise on the former, mentions sore^ 
throat as one of its pathognomonic symptoms. Resemblances, however, 
are. not identities. From my own experience, in both diseases, I cannot 
regard them as the same, although I have heard such an assertion made, 
lo IBltO I. bad a great number of cases of spotted fever, and a few of 
scdrlatioa^ The fever in both was typhoid, but the symptoms different. 
Sore throat was so slight^ in spotted fever, as seldom or never to be 
complained of. Bat when inquired after, the patient answered in the 
affirmative. Dr. Fiske, of Worcester, traced out many points of re- 
^hnblfuice .between scarlatina anginosa w[id spotted fever.* His au- 

'^ li • ■ 

* flee Dr. Konk on Spotted Verer, Cbtp. XVII. 
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193 Ofi Scarlet Fever. 

thority is against the contagiousness of either ; also that bleeding »nd 
cathartics are injurious, and emetics and stimulants useful in both. He 
does not incline, however, to make the two maladies identical — as, in 
further speaking of spotted fever, he says, " While children are the 
most liable to scarlatina, this gigantic foe passes the helpless infant, and 
encounters more hardy subjects with increasing ardor, from the vigor of 
youth to settled manhood." Another writer, Dr. Bestor, speaks of the 
stupor and apoplectic state which children sometimes fall into in spotted 
fever. This we have noticed already as occurring in canker rash. Dr. 
Samuel Woodward, who also wrote on spotted fever, mentions that the 
^^ great heat was of the thrilling, stirring Tcind,^^ In this the two 
diseases again agree. He also mentions that the eyes were red and 
watery — that the body, in fatal cases, became spotted as an adder — and 
particularly notices an affection of the joints like acute rheumatismy which 
happened during recovery. With respect to treatment, he says, "I 
likewise saw several who were brought into a low comatose state by a 
small bleeding, which cases entirely baffled the power of medicine, and 
proved fatal.'* But after the relief ol extreme depression, and when 
the system began to rally, the inflammatory diathesis sometimes suc- 
ceeded, so that Dr. Woodward, in the severe painful lameness of the 
joints, which occurred during convalescence, found bleeding and anti- 
pblogistics requisite. Here we are reminded again, of inflammatory 
croup sometimes following typhoid scarlatina. 

There is no season so fraught with exciting causes as to produce 
disease in every one, because a great majority are constitutionally, or 
from some peculiarity, fitted to resist them. But when predisposition 
exists and atmospheric causes excite, whole families breathing the same 
air, partaking of the same food and drinks, and dwelling in the same 
house, may, from the same spontaneous causes, have the same disease, 
unless, indeed, there is, as often happens, a diflference of constitution in 
the same stock, so that some are predisposed and others not. Thus, in 
November last, in a family in another county, to which I was called, the 
father and a number of children had canker rash, whilst the mother and 
one child escaped. This was the more worthy of remark, for the rea- 
son that the mother took the care of her husband and children, and all 
occupied one room. At least I so found them at each of my visits, 
which amounted to six or seven. We have known, on another occasion, 
a family of children and the father to have it, and the mother to escape. 
And again, we have known a family of seven sisters, and one of them 
to have it severely, and six of them, with the father and mother, to re- 
main unaffected. All these persons inhabited a house consisting of one 
room, and one fire place only, on the ground floor, and could not be 
separated. Now that contagion should fly about in the air, and be 
carried from house to house by flies, and in the clothes of those who 
had visited the sick, and yet not be communicated to those who were 
in the habit of visiting this poor family, nor even to the inmates them- 
selves, is to me quite unaccountable upon any principle or analogy of 
contagion. We may suppose, that should those seven sisters many and 
jhave children, the children of the one who had it might be hereditarily 
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On Scarlet Fever. 199 

predisposed to the atmospheric causes which spontaneously give rise to 
It, and that all the children of the other six sbters might escape. Hence 
the strange attacks and exemptions of this most enigmatical disease. I 
icnow that it sometimes exhibits some traits pointing to a contagious 
origin. But they are so few, compared with the multiplicity of opposite 
facts, that we must resort to the illogical mode of arguing, that is, of 
making the minor weigh down the major, in order to maintain the ground. 
Every one, conversant with it, has observed how frequently it leaves 
affected districts, and, passing by all those who have visited sick houses, 
. seizes others who never have visited or even passed by them. The at- 
tempted proofs adduced by Dr. Charles A. Lee, of New York, of its 
contagious origin, at first strike thf? reader with some force.* The first 
is, that of a grandmother wlio watched with and held a grandchild in 
her arms, which died with il. The old lady, aged 60 or upwards, re- 
turned home after the child's death, and had it herself. But here is a 
link missing in tb€ chain ; for we are not told that she communicated it 
to any person in her own house, or to any one of her attendants or 
watchers. Besides, she sickened the third day after holding the child, a 
space too short for contagion to operate. The second instance is that of 
three children who were sent to three different places, after a little girl 
in the family had b^en seized with it, and all three of them sickened in 
about a week themselves. But here again is a deficiency in making out 
a clear case — we not being told that either of them communicated it 
to a single individual of either of the families into which they were sent. 
And as to their having it themselves, why should they not, when they 
had been exposed to the same local causes which produced it in the first 
child, and all of the same parents ? When there is conflicting and con- 
trary evidence, we must determine by the weight and by the number of 
facts. The instances of exemption so immensely outnumber those 
of even supposed contagion, that no want of proof is lacking to make 
the matter clear. I think that I speak within bounds when I say that 
within the last six months more than one hundred persons have visited 
the families which I have attended, not one of whom has had it. 

In the treatment of canker rash we must keep our eye firmly fixed 
upon those morbid tendencies which produce death. These are — 1, 
Mortification or a tendency to putrescency ; 2, Congestion of the brain, 
denoted by coma and stupor ; and 3, The injury done by canker, such 
as erosion, extensive sloughing, hemorrhage, and wasting serous and 
purulent discharges. These may be internal, external, or both. De- 
cisive signs of putrefaction, or a strong tendency towards it, mark those 
cases which prove most suddenly and numerously fatal. We have been 
informed that the late Dr. Easton, of Newport, R. I., kept this outlet 
of life so much in view, that he began by giving Peruvian bark, repeated 
it, and relied wholly upon its antiseptic powers — ^and that he never lost 
a patient ! We have some reason to think, however, from our own ex- 
perience, that scarlatina, like spotted fever, does not visit marine situa- 
tions with such a high heat, and such a malignant train of symptoms, as 
it does the interior country — a heat too high to give bark internally, at 

■ ■ ■ ■■-.. ■ M ■ I I Ml f l ^ ■ > 

* See Boston Medical and Soivlcal Journal, Vol. XII., p. 874. 
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first. Immediate resort to the external application of bark to the abdo- 
men and throat, there can be no possible objection to. The mode may 
be that of stupes wrung out of a strong decoction of it, or in the form of 
a poultice mixed with yeast, porter, good lively beer, or a solution of 
I chloride of lime. The wild indigo — baptisea — which is a powerful an- 
tiseptic, may be combined with the cinchona. For fitting the stomach 
to receive the bark, it must be cleansed by emetics. For fitting the 
general system to be benefited by it, the fever, if high, must be mode- 
rated. But as early a resort to it as it can possibly be borne, is safest 
for the patient. And in the form of a fermenting decoction, it will be 
borne earlier, sit easier, and be more effectual, than in any other mode 
whatever. Take cort. Peru. 3ij. ; rad. serp. va., cort. aurant., rad, 
sanguinaria, aa 5 ij. ; catechu, 3 i. ; boiling water, three pints. Simmer 
to a quart ; strain and add honey or molasses, and good lively yeast, aa 
3iv. Shake the whole well together, and bottle whilst warm. In 
from six to eight hours it will be fit for use. Dose, from a half to a 
whole wine-glassfull every four hours. 

Debility is not so much to be feared as putrescency. Therefore, if 
the drawing off of some venous blood, in a deteriorated state, can be 
useful in its prevention, this evacuation may be proper ; especially as, 
by moderating the fever, the patient will be the sooner fitted to commence 
taking the bark. Before resorting to this doubtful evacuation, however, 
we ought to decide whether we liave been called to the patient early 
enough for it to be of service, which in country practice is frequently 
not the case ; and again, whether the existing fever is caused by in- 
flammation, or whether solely by irritation, acrimony, or an erysipela- 
tous diathesis. That it arises from one or other, or all three of the lat* 
ter, in nine cases out of ten, we firmly believe. But even if inflamina- 
tion be actually present, its character is so evanescent that bloodletting 
cannot be safely resorted to, except at the very commencement of the 
attack. Nor can it be frequently repeated. Here is one point in which 
its most strenuous advocates agree. Hence they themselves make us 
hesitate as to the propriety of unsheathing the lancet — for the reason 
that what is calculated to cure a disease will bear repetition; as bark in 
jntermittents, mercury in syphilis, venesection in pleurisy, emetics in 
croup, steel in amenorrhoea, and a long catalogue of others which might 
be adduced. Add to this, that in all mortal epidemics nothing is more 
hurtful than terror and the depressing passions. Now there is nothing 
§0 horrible to children as the idea of being bled, insomuch that the sight 
of a physician creates terror if associated in the mind of the little pa- 
tient with the lancet ; so that when there is an indication for it, if not 
very urgent, we must consider whether it is not liable to do more hurt 
than good. Anodynes and hope are the best remedies when mortal 
sickness prevails, and fear and anxiety the worst. 

Children know more than they express, or than people generally 
imagine. A lady whose little daughter, aged five years, was laborin([ 
under it lately, In its dangerous form, told me that her child, of its own 
aqcord, spoke about being buried up in the ground. 

Ev^ry age and every coimtry bear their testimony in favor of ©owlids* 
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Why bloodletting should be resorted to on account of venous cangestiony 
ID children, which exists only in adults and the aged, is a mystery which 
those who have advanced it have not explained. In one treatise we 
are told that the patient must be bled to fainting ; and in the same, that 
** fainting increases the congestion of the large vessels, and consequently 
increases the danger of the disease." If in any case we are tempted to 
bleed from difficult respiration, let us first consider whether it may not 
proceed from the debility being so great that inspiration cannot be easily 
performed, rather than from infarction of the lungs. 

Every remedy which can counteract the tendency to putrescency must 
be used. Calomel is one of these. By its stimulating every fibre, ex- 
citing every gland, and producing a counteraction opposed to putrescency, 
in every viscus, its effects become antiseptic. 

Gentle emetics and cathartics are borne, and well borne, so long as 
they evacuate mprbid matters from the stomach and bowels. I have 
never known the latter to produce debility whilst the evacuations con- 
tinued black. But when they change from a black or bottle-green hue 
to a lighter shade, they must be discontinued, and the bowels and system 
quieted with an anodyne. 

If a salivation can be effected, the patient is safe. But in children 
this cannot often be achieved. It did, however, occur in one of my 
little patients the present season, and probably saved its life. When a 
sufficient quantity of bark can be taken to prove purgative, it is by all 
means the safest cathartic. But if we are obliged to resort to calomel, 
or senna, or sulphur, or cream of tartar, let each one of them be com- 
bined with cinchona. 

The views of Broussais never will be gonfirmed by anatomists, nor 
his practice by a majority of practising physicians. Already has M . 
Andral published to the world the innumerable fatal consequences which 
resulted, in his own practice, from his complying with the urgent wishes 
of students, and bleeding in typhoid fever. This was when Broussais 
was the leading man in the schools of Paris. Most of those unhappy 
young, as we are told, sank and died. M. Andral is equally decided againdt 
bleeding in erysipelas — those thus treated having gradually sunk and 
died. We believe it equally hazardous when used largely, or repeatedly, 
m scarlatina and its congeries. But if it is determined on, the temporal 
artery should by all means be preferred to any vein. The reasons are 
— 1, That the punctured vein sometimes suppurates and cannot be made 
to heal. 2, That the temporal artery has a direct and intimate commu- 
nication with the artery of the tonsils, parotids, the jaws, the face, the 
ear, the muscles of the tympanum, and inosculates with the ophthalmic 
artery. 3, As it is a branch of the carotid artery, blood drawn from it 
is best calculated to relieve congestion of the brain, which causes coma, 
stupor and febrile apoplexy. Indeed, it may be considered in the light 
of k»cal bloodletting from all the parts most intimately affected. 

But, as a general rule, copious and repeated venous bloodletting 
ought to be viewed with suspicion in all diseases of the throat whatever. 
The blood, in such cases, will continue to exhibit the inflammatory crust 
until the patient is sunk past recovery. I have long viewed General Wash- 
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ington as having fallen a martyr to this practice. We have known the 
blood drawn fronn tbe arm exhibit the full huffy appearance in scariatiDa, 
and yet the person from whom it was drawn be dead in less than twelve 
hours, with the most decided marks of extensive mortification on the 
dead body. That the innumerable number of victims mentioned by H. 
Andral, is daily added to by following the doctrines of the visionary 
pathological anatomist, Broussais, we have no doubt.* And that be 
mistDok the engorgement of tissues and mucous membranes, occasioDed 
by the weakness of their fibres, in some instances, and from the dissolved 
and semi-putrid state of the blood in others, for the marks of active in- 
flammation, we are so fully convinced as not to have the least doubt. 

But that arteriotomy has occasionally saved a life in the comatose 
state of scarlet fever, we admit. A judicious physician. Dr. Skinner, of 
Willington, lately gave me a striking instance to this effect. His little 
patient appeared to be completely apoplectic, and with no sings of ex- 
istence except breathing; all voluntary motion, even to the moving of 
its hands, was at an end. In this situation it was seen by himself and 
another physician, one of the most eminent in the State, who tbouglit 
it must inevitably die. As deglutition was suspended, nothing was done, 
and it was left by its physicians. Dr. S., however, called again not long 
afterwards, and finding it still alive, opened one temporal artery, and 
whilst the blood was flowing, though but very slowly, the little creature 
moved the arm of that side. This encouraged him to open the artery 
in the other temple, as the first had nearly ceased to bleed. This bled 
more freely. The child moved its other arm, to which general volan- 
lary motion succeeded. The patient was saved, recovered, and is now, 
the doctor thinks, one of the finest little misses to be seen io any school 
m the State. 

When the brain is affected, the cold dash should be confined to the 
head ; for if applied to the skin generally, there is danger of increasing 
the congestion on the brain by revulsion. If the skin at the saroe lime 
be hot, tepid sponging, with spirits which evaporate quickly, may be 
proper to the trunk and limbs. As to tbe kind of liquid generally used, 
as we should never lose sight of the putrid nature of the disease, a strong 
decoction of bark and wild indigo, or a solution of chloride of lime, is to 
be preferred for their antiseptic qualities. When there is no affection of 
the brain, they must be applied cold by sponging. An emetic will 
sometimes cure incipient stupor and coma, if administered early. Of 
this I had a very recent proof in a child six miles distant, to whom I was 
called in the night. 

When there is torpor of the liver and diminished secretion of bile, 
take nitric acid one part, muriatic acid two parts, dilute them to tbe 
acidity of strong vinegar, with which the hepatic region may be kept 
constantly moistened. The nitro-muriatic acid thus diluted, sweetened 
with honey, furnishes one of the very best of all gargles. If there b 
any exception, it is that of the fermenting decoction of bark, bloodroot, 
&c., before mentioned. They may be used alternately. 

We have already noticed, that in affections of the brain, cold ablution, 

0' ■ M !■ I I. — 

• 0e« JkMton Madical and Surgical ioiinial» Vol. ZVII., p. 148. 
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or sponging tbe trunk and limbs, is improper. There is one other state 
of the system in which it is by no means to be used. It is when the pa- 
tient perspires freely, or sweats. And there is yet a third. It is when 
tbe eruption recedes ; in which state external warmth, by means of a 
blanket wrung out of warm water, with Dover's powders internally, and 
warm sage tea freely drank, are our best remedies. But to keep on 
good terms with the good women, we must not prohibit a tea made of 
saffion, this being a popular and not improper remedy in cases of tbe 
kind. Indeed, to the case of convulsions in infants, from retrocession or 
non-appearance of the eruption, its slight antispasmodic and cardiac 
qualites are well adapted. But when convulsions occur without any 
evident cause, teething or worms are to be suspected, and remedial mea- 
sures pursued accordingly. As a general remedy, one grain of the pow- 
dered leaves of belladonna may be mixed with sixteen grains of pow- 
dered liquorice, and divided into eight equal parts, of wbich one is a 
dose for an infant in convulsions. 

Belladonna has acquired considerable reputation in Germany as a pre- 
ventive of scarlatina, in the Hahnemann doses— one grain being divided 
into 771 parts, after being mixed with extract of liquorice, and this is tbe 
dose for an adult, night and morning, to prevent scarlet fever ! Surely 
the quantity need not be varied for the youngest infant, unless by in- 
creasing it. The theory of Hahnemann, which led to its first introduc- 
tion, was the most rational, however, of anything that we have ever 
heard of the man. It was that, as the symptoms of an over-dose of 
belladonna, upon the nervous system, strongly resembletl those of scar- 
latina, the latter might be superseded by the former. Just as vaccina- 
tion supersedes smallpox. Whilst two poisons wrestle, we may live, 
said Ben Johnson. Sulphur may be taken as a more probable pro* 
pbylactk^. 

For those little eroding ulcers, called canker-sores, a mixture of two 
grains of finely powdered nitrate of silver, with an ounce of honey, has 
been used. A small bolus of this, of the size of a pea, may be put 
upon the tongue of small children. Other appropriate remedies — ca- 
techu, borax, alum and quinine — may thus be administered when scarce 
anything else can be gotten down. It is, indeed, very often extremely 
difficult, and sometimes utterly impossible, to get medicine down our little 
patients in this complaint. 

For fistulous ulcers, a solution of two grains of nitrate of silver, to an 
ounce of water, used as an injection, is one of the best, if not the very 
best, of remedies. We have lately prescribed it with success for a 
child, both of whose ears discharged purulent matter, after all other 
signs of llie disease had disappeared. 

(To be continued.) 



EFFECTS OF TOBACCO ON THE VOICE OF PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Si», — I received, this day, your valuable Journal, and noticed the com- 
munication upon the subject which fonns the caption to this article ; and 
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not aspiring to be, as has been elsewhere said, the ^^ apologist for th0 
filthiest of all fashionable vices," must be permitted to enter a partial 
disclaimer to some of the sentiments advanced. 

My " opinions" may " have been given upon few data, and without 
the reflection which is desirable for those whose views on this subject 
may have an extensive influence upon the habits of mankind ;" but 
should the suggestions offered lead to just and proGtable results, however 
their tendency, the ends of the writer will have been happily ac^ 
compHshed. 

Little did 1 dream, my dear sir, when conversing with you inciden- 
tally at my office, on the subject of the throat afl^ection of ctergyroen, 
and the use of the ^^ noxious weed," that I was to be arraigned at the 
bar^f public opinion for my remarks ; but as the object was then, and 
is now, simply to elicit truth, I do not hesitate to " take the responsi- 
bility," and entrench myself behind such facts as are at hand, however 
imperfect may seem the catalogue, hoping that others will present theirs 
of an opposite character, that the legitimate inferences and deductions 
therefrom may be secured. For mere theory and cant I care not a straw, 
and therefore offer no reply to suggestions drawn from such sources ; 
and I am happy that a gentleman has noticed your article so truly compef- 
tent to discuss its merits or demerits upon facts, and facts alone. 

As to what would, or would not, have been, had circumstances been 
thus, or so — whether we should have lived to the good old age of Me- 
thuselah upon a diet exclusively vegetable, or died, as we now do, at 
the very limited period of three or four score and ten, upon the mixed 
yankee diet of vegetable and animal food ; or, what would be the pro- 
bable consequences of rigid abstinence in all things from the commence^ 
ment of time, or of habits such as our community now presents, I will 
not pretend to discuss, but shall be satisfied to examine things as they at 
present really exist, and discuss them solely upon their intrinsic merits, 
or, if you please, demerits. That errors have prevailed, and do srill 
prevail, it is not doubted, both in our eating and drinking, and the 
" wherewithal that we are clothed ;" but that our health statistics and 
bills of mortality exhibit so marked and favorable a character, as might 
have been anticipated from the — 1 had almost said diarrhoea of matter 
which has been dispersed broad-cast, as it were, over the community by 
our modern book-making and lecturing hygienists, et id omne geniu, I 
doubt exceedingly. There is evidently a fault somewhere, which can 
only be detected and developed by attending rigidly to facts as they 
present, eschewing altogether speculative theory, unless based upon 
something more substantial and tangible than moonshine, mere moonshine. 
What, then, are the prominent circumstances upon which the originai 
conversation with you was predicated ? 1st, That the disease in ques- 
tion is comparatively of recent origin. 2d, That it occurs, or has been 
developed, only, or rather most frequently, among those who are either 
in fact or by common courtesy the most strictly temperate in all things. 
3d, That its pathology is but little known or appreciated, and therefore 
demands a more rigid and severe investigatioh, albeit the eflbrt may 
cause to be suspected for lack of consistency a valuable public journal 
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devoted to " the scientific preservation of health and cure of disease/' 
or item to conflict with the principles, or with our ultraists' Procrus- 
tean dogmas, of the prevailing reformation from indulgences hurtful or 
apparently unnecessary. Not that 1 would say or do aught to arrest 
the onward progress of a temperate temperance reform— believing, as t 
most sincerely do, that much, and it is hoped substantial good has been, 
and is being accomplished through its potent agency ; but only endeflVOT 
to check the wholesale denunciation, under all drcumstanceSy of pebu- 
liar articles, because, forsooth, they happen to belong to the sanie elass-, 
conventionally, with other known noxious agents. A fourth redSoU 
oflfered for my remarks, was, that the affection in question is not the 
result of occupation ^ merely, or much, or loud, or long speaking, nor in 
it attributable to the noxious influences of a confined and vitiated afttio»- 
phere alone, judging from the well-known fact that the lawyer, quo ad 
hoc proverbially healthy, ouiialks the divine immeasurably ; frequently 
addressing a jury en haut voix^ some three, six, and even eight hours 
consecutively (the clergyman rarely more than an hour at one time, 
and that at intervals, and with a low and measured intonation^, and ia 
the vitiatedj rum-and-tobacco atmosphere of a low, ill-ventilatecf, crowded 
court room, and this not merely once, twice, or thrice a week, but daily, 
fer weeks, aye months together, as not infrequently occurs with mtoy 
of our popular advocates at the bar during protracted sittings of county 
and general courts. 

But to recur to our first position, that the disease is of recent origin, 
and was therefore wholly unknown to, or unappreciated by the clergy- 
men of olden time. True, the labore of the closet (clerical), then, 
were not infrequently, and I doubt not advantageously, connected, more 
or less, with that of the plough and the wood axe, and it cannot be de* 
Died were less severe than at present. But what, in other respects, wert 
the then habits of the clergy ? So far as tobacco is concerned — that is 
the present question — they almost to a man indulged in the use of " the 
weed,'' ad libitum ; nor am I aware of the fact, notwithstanding theit 
incessant professional exertions (their style of preaching being mostly of 
a hortatory character, very earnest and enthusiastic, and often accom- 
panied for hours with a stentorian utterance), that their average early 
mortality, as a class, was greater than that in our own day and 
generation. 

But to the facts. In this city, v^herein I have been in constant pitH 
fessional practice for nearly a quarter of a century, and where, from thd 
incessant changes of pastors (a habit, by the way, much to be deplored), 
the aggregate number has been not few, i have never knovm personally , 
or through my professional brethren, of a single case of the throat 
aflection, so called, among those of *' the order " who used tobacc6 
habitually, either by chewing or smoking ! but, on the other hand, of 
aeveml cases among those unaccustomed to its use, or, if you please> 
abuse. Now whether this is the happy result of the tobacco, or it^ 
• " tap*room concomitants and tendencies,'' as suggested by your corres- 
pondent. Dr. Woodward, I confess myself wholly unable to say. I will 
iti jtistiee add, however, that iti the cases to which we hate aihided) 
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90 far as our observation extends, the habit has not formed the '^ stepping^ 
stone to that use of spirituous liquor which leads to intemperance," nor 
ha?e the individuals been found lingering about the ** bar room and 
the grog shop ;" all having even '^ been satisGed," as a beverage, with 
^ drinks as insipid and tasteless as water," and also considered by the 
community in which they live as respectable, and in ail respects excel- 
lent, nay, worthy members of society ! 

Of snuflf, and its effects, alluded to by Dr. W., I conceive the altered 
voice to be purely mechanical, the reverberatory passages being actually 
blocked up by this vile species of vegetable plaster. 

But permit me to recapitulate very briefly, for my remarks have 
already occupied more space than I had intended, a few of the circum** 
stances which led to the suggestions hinted to you. Being in conversa- 
tion, a year or two since, with two most eminent divines of the Harvard 
school, upon the subject in question, they (both semi-martyrs to the 
disease) were in turn suggesting the probable causes of the malady, such 
as close application, long and loud speaking with the head in the up- 
lifted posture, confined, vitiated air, &lc. &c., when I interrupted by 
saying, that there was evidently something wrong, or far from healthful- 
ness, in the habits of the clergy of the present day ; that the circum- 
stances by them cited did not obtain as the exclusive causes of the 
disease, being amply refuted by the undeniable facts above alluded to id 
relation to the gentlemen of the bar and the clergy of olden time ; that 
the frequent recent occurrence of the disease among them could only 
be accounted for by the difference in the habits of living between the 
two professions, and those of their own order who were even exempted 
from its influences — further, that I had never known an individual clergy- 
man thus affected, who was in the habitual use of tobacco. I then in- 
quired what had been their experience and observation in this respect, 
among their immediate friends ; and although their professional acquain- 
'tance was extensive, neither could recollect a single case of the affection 
where the individual was addicted to the, if you will, '^ vile practice." 

About a year since, being most happily present at a very interesting 
" Wednesday-evening Club meeting," m your city, with the celebrated 
Dr. Mussey, of tobacco-lecturing memory, this subject was again under 
discussion ("and very naturally so, for, from the delicious fumes of the 
Vuelta Abajo which ever and anon greeted the olfactories, 1 judged that 
every member must, or ought to have been, to be eligible, a smoker), 
my remarks, as above, were there repeated, but were most promptly, 
though very courteously, met by Professor M. with the statement that 
the most inveterate case of the disease ever prescribed for by him, was 
in a gentleman, I think of Brunswick, largely addicted to the use of 
tobacco. The inquiry then was, what other cases of a similar character 
do you recollect ? And my impression now is, that he did, or could, not 
name one in particular, but thought, as does your correspondent, that 
there were many such. Dr Mussey, to whom, as a ready writer, the 
medical public is much indebted, was very urgently requested, as he* 
had already posted up the subject largely, and, as I conceive, very hap- 
pily and justly thus far, to give the hint expressed a second thought. 
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and say something about it to the public ear. Having never heard 
fiom him, either directly or indirectly, which is exceedingly to be re- 
gretted, the subject being vital in its consequences, he will pardon me 
for supposing him to have yielded a tacit assent to the statement ex- 
pressed, viz., that ^' the throat affection," strictly so called, and under- 
stood by the faculty, does not, as a general remark, develope itself in 
the habitually tobacco-using subject — that is, by chewing and smoking. 
To the use of snuff my observations have never been extended, the 
practice of " snuffing " being too apparently injurious from its general 
stupefying effects upon the system, and mechanical effects upon the 
voice, ever to be tolerated in a public speaker. 

But granting that tobacco is a preventive, will it also act as a curative ? 
Of this, I must confess I have doubts, and such (knowing the vile and 
captivating nature of the habit) as have ever precluded its prescription 
therefor in my practice. Indeed, 1 am fully convinced (as is, or ought 
to be, every medical man of experience) of its noxious tendencies in 
certain habits, and have many a time most advantageously |7roscribed its 
use, as I do invariably to the healthy man that of every species of nar- 
cotics or stimulants in general vogue. 

Now, my dear sir, as I rejoice in having all mooted questions of im- 
portance rigidly tested, I am truly happy that this has been bruited ; 
and if my notions are wrong, which, being a decided, though not ultra, 
temperance man in all things, 1 truly hope may so prove to be, no one 
will sooner yield than myself a hearty assent to the conviction ; but if, 
through rigid investigation, it shall be found that the investing mem- 
branes of the vocal organs call for some peculiar stimulus to exalt their 
secretions, and give a more healthy tone to the function, and that to- 
bacco is that agent, let us know the tact, maugre all expressions of ^' dis- 
gusting and vicious habit," "narcotic indulgences," "new era of 
knowledge," tendency to swell the number of inmates of the " tap 
room," &c. &c. 

Your correspondent, after reading a homily in which I, nay all, fully 
coincide, " that thousands have found an untimely grave through the 
use of brandy, wine, and other narcotics, used to guard against sickness, 
iie." attaches a universally like agency to the cigar, finding fault with 
a recommendation of tobacco as a preventive^ notwithstanding the old 
adage that an ounce is worth a pound of cure, but admits that he " does 
not hesitate to prescribe it as a remedy in some forms of disease." Now 
I would as soon prevent as cure disease, especially such an one as this, 
an opprobrium medicorum, which annually numbers its scores of vic- 
tuals, thus depriving the community of their highest and most ennobling 
teachings, could it be effected by so morally harmless a remedy as 
tobacco. ' 

Although, peradventure, I do, with the ultraist or the honestly sensi- 
tive, subject myself, through these remarks and confessions, to the impu« 
latiODof 

" CSoonpounding for tins one is inclined to, 
By daoioing those we have do miud to," 

fdQ I am constrained to o&r this ** testimony '' of my individual obser- 
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tMions afid experieince, submitting with pleasure to whatever jadgmeot 
their investigation in the premises may declare, respectfully subscrib- 
ing myself, Your servant, &c. 

Providentey April 26, 1839. J. Mauban. 



SARATOGA WATERS.— NO. IV. 

To the Edited of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

DaaA Sir, — Permit me to dose my present contributions to your Joufw 
nal with two or three topics relating to the comparative advamtaget €f 
Saratoga Springs^ as a place of resort for invalids. 

And, 1st, The eondition of the atmosphere of this place. It would 
be idle to attempt to prove to your readers that a "change of air/* 
^mply, is often and unequivocally a curative remedy. Very few caft 
have failed to convince themselves, by their own observations, of this 
&ct ; and the profession generally, including authors, are now united in 
the acknowledged benfits resulting from change of atmosphere. Before 
my residence here, I had .no suspicion of the difference between the 
Atmosphere of the Connecticut River Valley, indeed of all places within 
60 miles of the seaboard, and that of this town and vicinity. The 
change appeared so remarkable, that 1 early wrote to some medical 
friends in Hartford, through the columns of the Connecticut Courant, 
some hints of a popular nature as applicable to their patients. In that 
communication I stated, " that 1 have been told, by intelligent gentle- 
men here, particularly by those who reside in the more elevated parts 
of the village, that after many summers spent here, they have dis- 
covered no appearance of mould, either on their books, harnesses or 
boots. We who have lived in Hartford, and have had the care of Fibra^- 
ties of leather-bound books, harnesses, &c., need not be reminded how 
many times in a season we are obliged to remove the mildew from these 
articles. That valley is as remarkable for a clayey soil and humid at- 
mosphere, as the plains of Saratoga for an arid soil and dry air. Tba 
soil here being alluvial and sandy, the exhalations from the earth iitbr 
widely from those of our own locality. Add to the dry and bracing aa^ 
ture of this atmosphere the highly balsamic, or, rather, turpentine qamli«- 
ties with which it is impregnated by the numerous pines and dther forest 
trees that have been wisely allowed to remain in and around this beau*' 
tiful village, and you will perceive at once that these considerations mr6 
by no means to be overlooked by invalids who are projecting the mean 
of gaining health abroad." I ne^d not make the application oT these 
lacts while addressing medical men. There is one class of sufferen^ 
however, who have, by common consent, been prohibited a resideoce 
hefe, for whom I beg leave to say a word. I mean patients who are 
threatened with pulmonary consumption. 

I have thought, as I have been walking nearly a mile, in the earl^ 
morning, for my potations at the fountain, and inhaling the rich fragrance 
from these groves, that this class cannot be apprised of the very salu- 
hrieile ^piaiitids of this aaBospbere. Is it not an estaUisbed &ct that 
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consumptions are less prevalent on sandy pine plains than on primitive 
hills apd mountains ? If to the consideratioQ of these atroospherio ppot. 
perties of Saratoga, we add the various accommodations for invalids, the 
amusements, the variety of equipages, the beautiful rides ; and, more- 
over, the fact that all those with pulmonary diseases that are sympa- 
thetic and dependent on bilious and abdominal affections may both inhale 
the air, and, with the proper auxiliaries, partake of the waters, and be 
not only not injured but bene6ted, I think you will agree with me that 
thm*e are many reasons why such individuals should not be debarred a 
summer residence at Saratoga. 

Another topic to which 1 wish to call the attention of the faculty, is 
the agreeable and delicious qualities of the fountains of Saratoga. I 
have studied minutely various authors on the mineral waters of Europe 
and America, since my residence here ; but 1 truly do not find in nature 
so admirable a combination for the chronic diseases of this country as is 
to be found in the various springs scattered along this valley. We need 
not tell our employers that a course of well-selected laxatives is of itself 
sufficient to remove a multitude of chronic complaints. This fact is 
universally known. What, then, should we not expect from daily, pe- 
riodical evacuations by a medicine delicious, cool, exhilarating, fijll of 
agreeable and enlivening qualities, and containing a great amount of 
salts, antacids, lime, iron, and even iodine ? I have no time to notice 
the chalybeate waters in the village, nor the sulphur springs in the vi- 
cinity, nor the multiplied conveniences for bathing. 

L^tly, let the physician impress deeply on the mind of his patient, 
when leaving home for Saratoga, two injunctions ; 1st, A strict attention 
to diet and regimen, Saratoga is proverbially a hungry place. A 
powerful appetite is produced by the waters. It is the interest of a 
boarding house to provide an inviting table. What, then, shall guard 
the craving stomach of the valetudinarian from nullifying all the expected 
benefits of his visit, unless it be the earnest admonition of the family 
physician before he leaves him ? 2d, Let the physician state fully and 
honestly to his patients the absolute necessity of a thorough and er* 
tended trial of the waters. Experienced practitioners know very well 
that a complex medicine, which can, by internal and external exhibition^ 
be made to operate as an alterative, deobstruent, antacid, aperient, diu- 
retic and tonic, should not be abandoned on a slight trial. They know^ 
too, what their patients cannot appreciate, the indispensable necessity of 
some extent of time in removing deep-seated and long-continued mala- 
dies* How preposterous, then, for invalids who have been under the 
influence of established disease for months or years, to hope they can 
eradicate and banish those diseased processes in one or two weeks \ 
1*he physicians here, and keepers of boarding houses, know this full 
well : but how can they retain invalids whose own family physician has 
not urged to a patient and faithful trial of the remedy 7 

Respectfully, yours, 

Saratoga Slprings, April 20, 1839. M. L. North. 
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AMPUTATION AT THE SHOULDER-JOINT. 

A MAN working in a steam bakery, at Roxbury, on Tuesday of last weekt 
kad his left arm drawn in between a fluted roller and the copper platfomif 
which crushed the limb shockingly, quite above the elbqw. Although the 
engine was of six-horse power, the machinery was completely stopped. 
Dr. Lewis, of this city, was called immediately, and amputated the arm at 
the shoulder-joint in a very adroit and expeditious manner — having first 
taken up the axillary artery. The loss of blood was comparatively trifliDg. 
This has been stated to be the first time amputation has been made at the 
shoulder-joint, in this neighborhood ; but from the annexed letter of Dr. 
E. Warren to the editor, it will be perceived that this is not the case. 

Dear Sib, — May I be permitted, through the medium of your Journaly 
to correct a mistake that has appeared in one of the evening papers, in re- 
gard to the operation of amputation at the shoulder-joint. Our admira- 
tion of the improvements of modern surgery, and our self-congratulationi 
at the superior advantages our medical men now obtain by the facility of 
visiting the schools of England, Scotland, and France, ought not to ren« 
der us unjust to the merits of our predecessors. It evidently does not de^ 
tract from the honor due to a skilful operator, that the operation has been 
performed before. The amputation of the arm at the shoulder-joint wu 
successfully performed by my father, the late Dr. John Warren, as early 
as the year 1781, at the military hospital in this city, near where the 
Massachusetts General Hospital now stands. It is very possible that it 
has also been performed by others. But as the circumstances which wouU 
render it necessary are generally such as to involve the life of the patient^ 
opportunities in which it may be practised with any chance of success, do 
not often occur. Yours, etc. 

Boston^ May 3i, 1839. Edward Warren. 



Br. Ingdlh on Scarlatina, — A second edition of a letter from William 
Ingalls, M.D., to his son, William Ingalls, Jr., M.D., on scarlatina, has been 
demanded by the public. Of this we are right glad — ^because it shows that 
the writings of one so experienced as the author are read with avidity. 
Besides, on the subject of scarlet fever, every line in this pamphlet comes 
from authority. If no mode is devised for limiting, or at least controlling, 
this growing scourge of the country, the hope of raising our children from 
infancy to adult age is almost hopeless. 

By an examination of the books at the Health Office, it appears that 
92 deaths occurred in Boston by scarlet fever, between January 1st and 
April 27 — being one more than all the deaths by that fearful disease in 
Boston, in the year 1838. We still insist upon it that this melancholy 
mortality shows, beyond the power of contnuiiction, that it is not treated^ 
as it should be. 

Albany Medical College, — Things are going on prosperously at this 
school. The students, much to &eir credit, have discovered that Dr. 
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Armsby is a first-rate teacher of anatomy, and have presented him a silrev 
vase, as a testimony of personal regard. Very few possess the happy tact 
of Dr. Armsby in making anatomical demonstrations perfectly interesting* 

The first annual commencement of the college was held on the 24th ult. 
and the degree of M.D. conferred on thirteen gentlemen. The following 
are the names, with the subjects of their inaugural dissertations : 

Jared Bassett, Montpelier, Vt., Mental and Corporeal Associaiion, Al« 
fred Cook, Delphi, N. Y., Bloodletting. Henry Cartier, St. Antoine, L. C, 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, Gilbert H. Brownell, Northampton, N. Y., 
Urinary Calculi, Anderson S. Dean, Cambridge, N. Y., Digestion, Al- 
mond B. Edmonds, Edinburgh, N. Y., Hydrocele. Nahum P. Monroe, 
Belfast, Me., Hydrothorax. John V. Newman, Chatham, N. Y., The Eye. 
Marcus T. Peake, Andes, N. Y., Hydrocephalus, William H. Snyder, 
Jr., Sandlake, N. Y., Inguinal Hernia. Phineas H. Strong, Pawlet, Vt., 
The Nervous System. Rial Strickland, Somers, Conn., Dysenteria, John 
Vought, Freehold, N. J., Angina Pectoris, 

Maine Medical School. — It is with much pleasure we hear of the suc- 
cess of this school. Our townsman. Professor Roby, is said to be very 
popular with the medical class. He excels in perspicuity and method. 
with these two distinctions, and a very tenacious memory, there can be 
little doubt but he is destined to take a high rank among the anatomical 
lecturers of our country. Indeed Dr. Roby is now, it is said, one of the 
most popular lecturers they have ever had at the Maine Medical School. 

Webster^s Chemistry. — The new edition of this work contains many 
new and excellent things. The scientific public may be assured, that the 
well-known industry and professional enthusiasm of Dr. Webster will ren- 
der each succeeding edition of his work more and more useful and in- 
teresting. 

Prize for Filling Teeth. — A gentleman in Hartford, Conn., has de- 
posited SlOO in the hands of the editor of the Courant, to be paid to the 
dentist who can fill teeth the best. But the proposition is hampered with, 
lo us, such unintelligible provisos, that very few dentists, we apprehend, 
will trouble themselves about it. 



Medical Convention of Ohio. — The Ohio Medical Convention will hold 
its next regular meeting in the city of Cleveland, on the second Thursday 
of May, 1839. 

Amongst other matters of importance, committees are expected to report 
on the medical topography, climate and diseases of the Valleys of the 
Cuyahoga, Muskingum, Scioto and Miami, and the adjoining region of 
each respectively. 

An important report is expected from Dr. Peixotto, upon the subject of 
vaccination. Also, one from Dr. Drake, on the Flora Medica of the State 
of Ohio. 

By authority, the Secretaries respectfully invite the regular physicians 
of Ohio, to bring forward and exhibit at the successive meetings of the 
Convention, whatever improvements or new inventions they may have 
made in the various instruments and apparatus used in practical medi- 
cines, surgery, obstetrics, and pharmacy. 
«■■ 

ToCoEEKSFONDENTs. — Several communications have been received and will be 
ineerted in due time. ^tized by GoOg IC 
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Died,— In Minot, Me., suddenly. Dr. Seth Chandler, a^ed 72, formerly of Das- 
bury, in this State. He was a physician of the old school, and of much business 
till within a few years of his death. He has gone down to his grave honored and 
lamented. — At Baltimore, Dr. Joseph Brevett, 70. — At New York, Dr. Tucker, of 
Washington. — At Pensacola, Dr. William Plumstead, of the U. S. Navy, a native 
pf Pennsylvania. 

Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending May 4, 18. Males, 9— females, 9. 

or consumption, 2— scarlet fitver, €— 4>ld age, 1— disease of the heart, 1— measles, 1- 
me«s, 1— epilepsy, 1— fits, l^nihatiie, 8— lung ft»ver, X— stillborn, 6. 



MEDICAL STAND IN NEW YORK STATE. 
▲ AOOD locatloo for a physician in a pleasant little village on the Erie Canal, a few mUea from the 
dty of Rochester, may be obtained by the purchase of buildings and lot, worth about #1800. Name 
•r the physician wishing to sell, and of the town, may be learned by application at this oiBce-tf bj 
mail, post paid. M 8— 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

?lf ■ subscribers are assoclaied for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical Instructloq. 
heir pupils will liave regular access to tlie medical and surgical practice of the Massachuseitu Gen- 
eral tlospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which con- 
stantly presents a large number of important cases, and wiiere opportunities will be afforded forsc> 
qnlrlng a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. Tliey will be Airnished 
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To ihs 
pupils, particularly to those in the last vear of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with privatemedical and obstetric practice. In^tiuclion byezami- 
natlons or lectures will be given in the different Munches of medical studies, during the inter vst be- 
tween the public lectures of the University. fioolts,ibd aroom with fireand lights, will lie I'urniiihed 
16 the students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. iSH ATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTIR, Ja. 

W1N8L0W LEWIS, Ja. 

TO PHYSICIANS. 
A PHTSiciAW, residing a short distance flrom Boston, wishing to retire from professional bnsinesi, 
odTera his estate for sale, which coiisisU of good buildings and a small farm. The situation is as elifi- 
ble for a physician as can be found in the State. For particulars, inquire at this office. 
A. 10-51* 

NOTICE. 
ArHTSioiAW inOradon Co., N. H., of fifteen years* experience, wishes to exchange residence, to make 
collections and better his (hmily. Undoubted reference as to charact er and professional merit can be 
had at this office. Partnership with a person wishing to retire from the laborious duties of the pro- 
fession would be acceptable. A IM. — eop6w 

DR. HULL'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER^ 
This new instrument for the radical cure of Prolspsus Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, by eztemsl 
amiication, superseding the use of the objectionable pessary, is confidently recommended to tiM 
aflicted as the means of a perfect restoration to health, it never having failed of performing a cure. 
^0ven under the most aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbation of Sir 
Astley Cooper, of Lo NOD If : Sir Benjamin C. Brodie; Sir James Clark, Physician to theUueea; 
Dr. Ashwell, Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy's Hospital ; Dr. Riizby, Lecturer to St. Bartholomew's; 
Dr. Griffith, Lecturer to Westminster Hospital; Dr. Ramsbotiiam, Lecturer to London Hospiul; 
Bobert Ferguson, Lecturer to Westminster Lying-in Hospital ; Dr. Sweulman, Lecturer to Middlesez 
Hospital, and Senior Accoucheur to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital ; also by Henry Daviss, 
Oonquest ; Blundell, Lee, Merrlman, Surgeon Keaies, &,c. ; by Dr. Moreau, President of the Acade- 
mic Royale de Medecine, Pabi», and Accoucheur to the Duchess D'Orleaus; Profess<»rs Veipean, 
Marjolin, Paul Dubois, Sanson, and otbere— and in New York by Professor J. W. C*rancis; G.8. 
Bedford, M.D., Professor of Midwifery In University of the city of New Yoaa ; Professor DelaAeld, 
Professor Francis U. Johnstton, President County Medical Society ; Laurens Hull, President Medical 
Society, State of New York; Professor James McNaughton, Albany; Professor March, Professer 
Oyrus Parkins, Profess^ir Doane ; James Webster, M.D., Professor of A'natoniy and Surgery, Geneva; 
David L. Rodgers, Professor Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Thoniat> Boyd, Gilbert Smith, Hosnck. 
Stearns, Ludlow, Kissam, Vache, Power, Grayson, Van RensMelser, and many other dlttlnguMied 
physicians of the United Sutea. AMOS G. HULL, 

Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 
ft^ A eottpttnt supply of the above iqstraments will be kept by Reed, Wing k. Cutler (late Lowe 
4b Keed), No. 54 Chatham street, Boston. Lowe & Reed have sold many of the above instruments, 
•nd can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as W 
clients to whom they have afferded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 13— 6» 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
0. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications most be 
•ddrsMsed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 aAer three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the sam« addreea, for $SL0O a yetrj^ 
•dvinoe. Order* from a dlMaaee mnat b« tMompmitad by pnymeat is •drnee or aatiefcrtflry nv" 
Q^/t^ JPfiitfplheiMMfi|kv»n«Vfy>«per. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 



Vol. XX. Wednesday, May 15, 1839. No. 14. 



DR. COiMSTOCK ON SCARLET FEVER. 

[Continued from page 303.] 

(Ieitorrhages are caused by a greater fluidity of blood than exists w 
its normal state, owing to a breaking down of its crasis, to mental aflao* 
tions, or to an erosion of the capillary vessels by canker ; or, again, b^ 
a dilatation of their mouths, occasioned by debility in their minute 6bre8* 
Astringents, bleeding, cold and narcotics, are the principal remedies. 
Sugar of lead with opiums-combining the narcotic with tlie astringent-*** 
furnishes a remedy more to be relied on in intestinal hemorrhage than any 
other. When bloodletting will check the discharge, let the blood issue 
from whatever part it may, a small bleeding may be expedient, as it may 
prevent a greater loss. But, in the language of John Hunter, a surgi«> 
cal operation (even so small a one as the puncture of a lancet^ shows a 
de6ciency in the medical art. Narcotics are the remedies m mental 
hemorrhage. An impalpable powder of red bark, applied to bleeding 
surfaces, or to blistered ones, which discharge inordinately, or threaten 
mortification, acts as an astringent, absorbent, antiseptic and tonic. If 
before it is applied, however, a stick of lunar caustic be rolled over tba 
part, or the part touched with it, its effects will be more apparent. 

In a case of croup, succeeding scarlatina, with extreme violence, roj 
little patient, a fine boy, was saved by leeches applied over the trachea* 
Repeated emetics, calofhel, and Dr. Godwin's remedy, snuff to the 
thorax, had been previously used, and might have had some agency in 
the favorable result, although none was manifested until the leeches had 
drawn copiously. As a general rule, in all cases of difficult breathing, 
something of a tendency to croup is to be suspected, in which the loss 
of blood, especially by leeches, may be very necessary. 

In the family of Mr. G. W. K. the disease appeared with great tob* 
Kgoity, the winter past. Mrs. K., the mother of seven children, being 
herself seized in an alarming manner, I determined upon exciting a 
counter-action by inducing strangury. Tinct. lytta was accordingly axr 
hibited. It had the desired effect speedily. She was obliged to rise 
from her bed once in from five to ten minutes, perhaps, for the half of 
one day, for the purpose of micturition. This was the day aiter she b»- 
gan with the tincture. It bad a most happy effect, without any eoo* 
siderable suffering or unpleasant consequences. She was, in fiict, eurad 
at once. How far it may be relied on as a general remedy, I have not 
as yet had experience to decide. But there can be no doubt thai a 
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local stimulant of so much energy, has a general, nay, universal power 
to stimulate the whole nervous system. And I think that I perceived 
something of this upon the spirits of Mrs. K. during its operation. 
Small doses of tinct. lytta, as a diuretic, is our best remedy against the 
dropsical diathesis which occurs as a sequela to scarlatina, and as a pre- 
ventive of those sudden effusions which have sometimes proved fatal. 

I have not fully ascertained, to my own satisfaction, that children 
resist the strangurious effect of cantharides, as they do the salivating 
operation of mercury. But in small doses I have frequently ^ven it to 
them without any such symptom. 

The hydriodate of potash (iodide potassium) is a remedial agent of 
some power in discussing swelled parts. A few drops of the solution, 
mixed with honey and water, is the best form of giving it to infants and 
small children. In the case of an infant whose tongue was so swollen 
that it could not draw the breast, it had a good effect, and the infant re- 
covered the use of its nursing powers, as well as health. One scruple 
of the iodide may be dissolved in an ounce of water — the dose of which, 
to children under seven years, is fit)m four to eight drops. In order 
that it may have a local effect upon the mouth, tongue and tonsils, it may 
be given mixed in honey alone, or with ver)* little water mixed with it. 

To what are those effusions and congestions owing, which sometimes 
suddenly prove fatal ? No cause more probable can be assigned than 
that of erosion of the capillary vessels by those little ulcers popularly 
called canker. And no other means of prevention can be relied on than 
a course of tonics, astringents and antiseptics, for some time after the 
patient is apparently well. The fermenting decoction of bark, for 
which a formula has been given, combines all these qualities in an emi- 
nent degree. Let it be re-examined. But whilst it is preparing, Uux- 
hanCs tincture^ in a watery solution of catechu, sweetened with honey, 
may be an excellent substitute. Still, it has not the important presence 
of carbonic acid — a substance of the greatest energy in nature for cor^ 
recting a tendency to putrescency, and relieving nausea. Let nothing 
withdraw attention fram it, when combined with bark. 

As to the pertinacious tendency of scarlatina to a putrid diathesis, a 
case occurs to my mind, which 1 will notice. A lad, in a family in 
which it appeared with great severity, had it in its malignant form. His 
abdomen was of a mahogany hue, and bloated, together with his penis. 
With febrile, eruptive, and tumid phenomena, he bad appalling nervous 
symptoms and was awhile blind, with low muttering delirium, and pick- 
ing of the bed clothes. From all these he so far recovered as to be 
able to sit up to the table with the family. There he was seized with 
hemorrhage from the nose and bowels. These were arrested, however, 
and nothing seemed to be in the way of his recovery, when a spot, 
indicating sphacelus, appeared on one of his knuckles. The pro- 
cess of mortification ran up his hand and arm, and, as I learn, proved 
fatal. He died five weeks from his first seizure. I saw this lad in all 
the stages of his illness except the last, in which, being ten miles distant, 
1 did not visit him. But the consideration occurs, whether, if the putrid 
taodency of the disease bad been kept in constant view, by the assiduous 
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tise of the fernaeDtiDg decoction of bark and other antiseptics, such as 
the citric acid in effervescing draughts, he might not have been saved. 

With respect to the effervescing draughty it is scarcely possible to 
speak too highly of it in all the stages of scarlatina/ When it is con- 
sidered as a febrifuge, a diaphoretic, an anti-emetic and antiseptic, we have 
in it a remedial agent calculated to alleviate all the distressmg and dan- 
gerous symptoms of scarlet fever. Next in importance, when it is sweet- 
ened with syrup or honey, it has the property of being palatable. And in 
no one disease ought our attention to be more fixed upon making medi- 
cines agreeable, withholding those that are offensive, presenting pleasant, 
encouraging prospects, and elevating the invigorating and strengthening 
powers of joy and hope, than in this. 

A case of scarlatina occurs to me here, worthy of attention, from the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. A young gentleman at- 
tending school there was severely seized, and his — as his physician, Dr. 
Wake, says — was among the worst cases. It was a period of mortality ; 
the malady was epidemic and fatal in that city ; the season was August, 
when the weather was hottest, and there was, in the opinion of his phy- 
sician, very little hopes of his recovery. But the young man entreated 
to be taken home, a distance of eighteen miles. His parents came, and 
seconded hb wishes, provided Dr. W. would accompany him. Their 
coach was large ; a bed was put in, and he laid upon it, and the doctor 
followed in his carriage. The procession was slow, a mile only in half 
an hour. Twelve miles passed in half as many hours, when they stopped 
to dine. He was then revived greatly, and sat up a little at table, to 
please his parents. Slept well that night — was convalescent next day, 
and well recovered in a week more. Something may be allowed to the 
utility of gestation in this case. But I am inclined to think that far 
more is due to the tonic effects of hope, at the prospect of reaching 
home ; to those of joy, at leaving a city infected with deadly disease, 
and whose bells were sounding departures to another world with the 
same malady under which he was laboring. 

It cannot be too strongly inculcated that the tonic powers of bopei 
and the pleasing prospect of recovery, ought to be most sedulously held 
£)rth, whilst everything depressing to the mental energies is strictly 
avoided. The arterial system is quieted through the nervous, and in no 
one disease is there more need of keeping this in view than in the pre- 
sent. It is from this, as well as from the views before noticed, that, as 
a general rule, we avoid bloodletting. 

In one case to which I was called ten miles, in the night, the patient, 
a girl, aged thirteen, had been seized at school that day, at 1 1 o'clock, 
to which she went in the morning in apparently perfect health. She 
had so hot a fever that she quenched her thirst at a brook on her way 
home. She was delirious, and never, as I think, had I in any case 
found so burning a skin. I was in this instance induced to depart from 
my usual course, by drawing some blood. This was on Thursday night. 
The succeeding Sunday, whilst with another patient m the same disease, 
a messenger came for me to visit her immeaiately, stating that she ww 
thought to be dying. It appeared upon my arrival, that she bad Ihmi 
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of sinking, approacliirtg syncope, in which her head was thrown back, 
her features pale, with the semblance of immediate dissolution. By ex- 
hibiting wine and a general cordial course, my patient was saved, and 
bad a speedy recovery. But had she died, I should certainly have re- 
gretted, as I did at the time, my departure from my usual practice, in 
bleeding her. 

The opinion of Celsus stands in strange contrast with that of physicians 
of the present day — when he says, but if a violent fever be setting in, 
to take blood at the very onset is to murder the patient. It was also 
his opinion that young subjects always bore that evacuation very ill — 
— the younger the worse — which merits serious reflection in the disease 
of which we are treating, in which our patients are mosily young ; as 
does his remark, that it should ever be borne in mind that, although the 
disease may need depletion, the patient may not be able to sustain it.* 
We may repeat that the inflammation in scarlatina is erythmoid, in 
Vhich, if bleeding does not always kill, yet it does sometimes. 

Camphor is one of those remedies which stand pre-eminent for allay- 
ing irritation. We dissolve it in spt. nit. dul.; we mix it, powdered, 
with opium, and combine it with laudanum, as well as apply it externally 
in spirituous solution. Aromatic ammoniated alcohol, spt. nitre dul., 
twenty drops of the former to thirty or forty of the latter, is another 
remedy worthy of notice. 

The opinion of the ancients that pus corroded and was acrid, seems 

Justified in this disease, in which the cellular substance is destroyed, 
eaving the skin detached from the muscles. We hence have an indi- 
cation for the use of demulcents, and there is none better than the inner 
bark of slippery elm (ulmus U. S.). A decoction of linseed, combined 
with rad. glycyrrhiza, which shoula be deprived of its epidermis — ^half 
an ounce of each, infused in a pint of boiling water — is a pleasant and 
useful demulcent drink, calculated to obtund acrimony and promote 
urine. Both may be freely drank. 

As to diet, there is less danger of harm by indulgence in those articles 
which the patient's appetite craves, than in any other fever whatever. 
Still, those things which are light and nutritions ought alone to be per- 
mitted. Milk and water boiled together, and moderately thickened 
with the finest flour — custards, made with one egg to a pint of milk, and 
boiled by placing the vessel containing them in boiling hot water — and 
during convalescence, chicken-broth and some of the chicken, are al- 
lowable. Roasted apples are never improper at any stage, unless theie 
be diarrhoea. Sago, salep, tapioca and rice, seasoned with sugar and 
lemon-juice, to which wine may be added when indicated, are unexcep- 
tionable articles. Nutmeg, or any other agreeable spice, may be per- 
ftiitted during convalescence. Port wine with water, into which fine, light 
white bread or cracker is cnimbed, sweetened with white purified sugar^ 
» an invigorating and palatable dish. The bread should be toasted and 
iKmked soft. Codfish is a kind of animal food often craved, nor have I 
ever known it do harm. The return of a relish for meat is earlier than 

Wter other diseases, and the powers of the stomach, and the secretion rf 
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* See Beecon Medloal and Siufical Jooraal, Vol. IX., p. 840. 
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gastric juice, seem less impaired. Hence a bit of broiled mutton, diicfcep^ 
or even pork, is less to be apprehended. 

In the height of the fever, cold water is very much called for. It 
may be moderately allowed ; but a beverage of cream of tartar, called 
inmerialy is to be preferred. This is made fry dissolving a half ovnc$ 
of the crystals of tartar in three pints of watery boiling hot — throuing 
into the solution half an ounce of fresh lemon peel, awl sweetening 
with four ounces of white sugar. This may be drank cold, in any 
quantity the patient chooses, and is pleasant, cooling and refreshing, as 
well as diuretic. There may be cases which require squills and calomel 
as a diuretic, but not often if this imperial drink is freely used. 

Although we have coma in some cases, we have sleeplessness in others* 
And here is a part of clinical management, as it marks the skill and ac- 
curacy of a medical man, that may be the point — the pivot — on which 
the case may turn. How consoling, how blessed the sight, after anxiety 
intense and doubt so great as that encouragement has been withheld from 
friends, to see a patient fall into a quiet slumber, with eyes nicely closed, 
skin warmly moist, and nerves free from subsultus ! To achieve thi^ 
great desideratum, the patient's room must be darkened, and every 
source of irritation be removed and sedulously kept away. If opiates 
are used and do not have the desired effect, they but add to the 
patient's uneasiness and irritability. There are some constitutions which| 
if a glare of light from fire or candle, a step, a voice, a whisper, or the 
least disturbance of any kind, occur, just as they are about to get to 
sleep, it will cause their heart to thump as though their ribs would break, 
and prevent, perhaps for a whole night, a moment's refreshing slumber. 
And here the duty of the physician becomes the more weighty, for to 
him belongs the discovery and prevention of causes so minute, that tlie 
patient himself may not know them. Most persons are accustomed to 
steep without a fire or lamp in their bed room when in health. And in 
time of sickness a curtain must be interposed between, so as to cut off 
the light. Nurses and walchers ought to be directed not to awaken the 
sick from a sweet, refreshing sleep, for the regular exhibition of medi- 
cines. Sleep is necessary to the hfe of an infant, to the renewal of 
tfoers^y in man, and to the recovery of the sick. 

Valerian will sometimes induce sleep, when opiates fail ; and sage, for 
alight nervous irritability, and for children, deserves more attention than 
is commonly paid to it. It is by some esteemed a vermifuge, and I 
knew a physician who thus considered it. We, on the whole, esteem it 
one of the best vehicles to administer medicine in which we know, whep 
children are our patients ; and ever recommend it in scarlet fever. 

Although emetics are useful in cases of stupor, when the cause ip 
seated in the stomach, yet in other cases a refreshing sleep follows their 
operation. Hence they may be given at night to those patients in whom 
it is desirable to promote sleep and diaphoresis. Remedies that are d^ 
signed to be taken into the circulation, are best in the morning, when 
the absorbents are active. Ether, ammonia, and the diffusible stimulants 
generally, should be given in small doses and be the more frequently re- 
peated. Opium, when given as a stimulant, should be taken in very 
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small doses, but oflen. It may thus be made to contribute to wake- 
fulness. 

In our general management of scarlatina, we must ever consider our 
patients nervous and irritable, and treat them accordingly. It bas been 
said that a simple cut or bruise upon a man that was ignorant and robust, 
heals with less difficulty than on the refined and delicate. But a porce- 
lain cup will last as long as a potash kettle, if it is handled with due care. 
If our patients are delicate, we must treat them delicately. 

The stupor of pure debility must be carefully distinguished from that 
of congestion of the brain or sordes in the stomach. It requires capsi- 
cum, small opiates, wine, milk punch, and quinine. Even piperine may 
be mentioned in this connection. We are here to be understood as 
speaking of debility clearly ascertained, and distinct from brain affection. 

There are a great many cases in which the local symptoms, such as 
mahogany color, canker and swelled glands, aref not the most urgent, 
because not present ; but in which a hot skin, a quick pulse, and short 
breathing, are the most apparent. In such cases we have to combat a 
general febrile diathesis, but must always bear in mind that a gangrenous 
tendency is to be kept in ultimate view. The rejection of tanarized 
antimony, of nitre, of emetics, and cathartics, is founded on an erroneous 
pathology. These, all these, may be used with safety in bringing the 
system to that state in which those remedies may be used which coun- 
teract a fatal termination — ^wbich may not, however, in all cases be 
needed, because the patient may present no indication requiring them. 
We like to record facts and the results of experience. This day (March 
30, 1839) we have been called into a family who have lost a child, to 
attend to their only remaining one, seized with the same disease. We 
gave it an emetic at the onset, and we have great reason to conclude, 
fix>m the relation given by the parents, that their other child, who was 
attended by a physician who disapproved of emetics, was lost in conse- 
quence. No remedy will have due effect if the stomach is lined with 
mucus, or any foul material. And none of the medicines given did take 
effect upon the little son which they lost. Emetics — tartarized anti- 
mony, nitre — and cathartics, when they only wrestle with the disease, 
may insure the safety of the patient. Still, such a variable malady, such 
a concentration of morbid impressions, acting on such a variety of ages, 
constitutions, idiosyncrasies, and in the various seasons of the year, should 
make us pause in prescription in each individual case. 

If anything further is to be said upon etiology, we may repeat, that 
some seem to be born with a predisposition to receive impressions from 
certain seasons, and aerial and terrene agents or gases, which others are 
bom with constitutions to resist. There seems to us to be no other way 
to account for the unexpected attacks of those who are seized, who 
have had no possible exposure to contagion, and the innumerable es- 
capes of those that have. 

(To be eonUna«d.) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 219 ) 
" OPERATIONS ON THE TEETH." 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — ^Tbcre are two brief communications in your Jouraal for the 
1st of May, touching the practice of dentistry, which deserve some 
general and critical notice, because they are calculated to misinform and 
mislead many who are exposed to become sufferers from the mal-prac- 
tice of those who are merely " operators on the teeth " — a new set of 
practitioners that are springing up all about us, and who, too generally, 
for the reputation of the profession and the good of society, pass, in 
the view of the multitude, for regularly instructed denikts. 

The notice from your correspondent W. A. A., of the case in which 
several decayed teeth were filled with wood, which remained in them 
some 3 or 4 years, is not a solitary instance of the kind. From the 
dark chambers of charlatanism we have seen come forth the samey and 
even worse things than this. Let it not be believed, that a substance 
which will readily become impure and decomposed if placed in a hollow 
tooth, will in any considerable degree arrest the progress of disease and 
destruction in this organ. Your own remarks on the use of wood for 
thb purpose, in the commencement of the article on the employment of 
lead, are manifestly correct. But whoever has assured you that " lead 
is fully equal to gold for filling diseased teeth," has spoken without 
knowledge, or with want of honesty. All the metals that have been 
used for dental operations, except gold and platinum, generally corrode 
or oxidate in the mouth in so short a time, as to render them unfit to be 
depended on. Pure tin is better than lead on this account, and is suffi- 
ciently inelastic to meet all the difficulty of an operation. I have, for 
more than twenty years, watched the operation of all these metals in 
the teeth, and I am sure that it is bad practice and miserable economy 
to use any of them except gold. For although they may appear bright 
on the surface, yet after they have been worn a few months, or at most 
one or two years, they will too commonly be found black, soft, and de- 
composed beneath. The fact that in some few instances a lead or tin 
filling will remain five, ten, or even twenty years, when ninety-nine per 
cent, of them will show the mischief they are doing in as many months, 
is certainly no recommendation for their use. Close and repeated ob- 
servations would not, I think, have led you to the conclusion that every 
pressure of the opposing tooth would tend to drive the lead into every 
part of the cavity, where such filling is used. On the contrary, if an 
inelastic filling is driven at all in this way, the tendency is to make it 
looser ; and it is one of the peculiar advantages of a good gold fillingi 
that it is not moved in the least by the operation of the teeth, the food, 
or the brush, except that it is worn down in common with the sides of 
the teeth. 

You speak of " economical considerations." I have already adverted 
to this, but I know of no dentist whose '^ principal apology for the ex- 
pense of filling teeth, is the cost of gold." Those who are doing these 
operations as they now may be and ought to be done, charge for 
tbeir personcd services principally. They could seldom make any 
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material difference in tbb on account of the metal employed, be it gold 
or tin. 

The operation of filling teeth, as well as others which are done to 
check the disease and prevent the loss of these important organs, are of 
a delicate surgical nature, and often exceedingly difficult ; and if not done 
on surgical principles, they are likely to be of little worth. Yes, let 
me repeat, filling a tooth, when done as it should be, is a delicate and 
important surgical operation. The tooth is not a mere bit of decaying 
or decomposing ivory. It is a living organ — a diseased bone. The 
word decayed does not, in its most common acceptation, express to us 
the state of a tooth which requires this operation, and may be saved 
thereby. Diseased is the more appropriate word. That disease of the 
teeth, which in most of the works on dentistry is denominated caries, is, 
in its early stages at least, inflammation of the bone — ostitis, or dentitis 
(if I may be allowed to introduce such terms) ; and whoever would 
treat such cases with the most reasonable hope of success, should be 
familiar with the minute anatomy and intimate structure of the teeth, 
with their physiology and pathology. I am but too well aware that it 
is difficult to impress those who are not acquainted with the structure and 
diseases of the teeth, nor the nature of the treatment required, with a 
firm belief in this doctrine ; but it is nevertheless true, and too many 
Who are finally convinced of this, become so at no small pain and cost, 
by submitting their teeth to the operations of those who are dentists to- 
day, though they were anything else yesterday. 

Excuse me for troubling you with these remarks on a subject which 
sttme of your readei-s may esteem as of little importance ; but I have 
tOb many proofs, daily, of the want of correct and enlightened views of 
the branch of practice to which my time is devoted ; and while I cannot 
Aim to correct all the false notions and mischievous statements in relation 
to it which i see set forth in our newspapers, I cannot at the same time 
patiently remain silent, when I see the pages of our medical journals 
made the vehicles for disseminating erroneous views of a branch of sur- 
gery which is eminently serviceable in preventing more hours of suffer^ 
mj^to our fellow beings, than almost ahy other. Yours, be. 

lay 6, 1S39. F. 



LOSS OF VOICE IN PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 

2I9 the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sift, — ^This is indeed a dry subject to harp on in a medical journal ; but 
as there have, of late, been some observations made upon it in your 
Journal, and those not at all satisfactory to my mind, I beg room to 
offer a few remarks on the subject, although they may not perhaps prove 
any more edifying and instructive than those which have already been 
'made. Many of our medical brethren, in searching after truth in tb# 
^•^i^ine art,'^ are inclined, if I may be permitted so to terra it, to take 
the hiegative side of the question, and instead of stating to us clearljT 
kttfl coticisely what are the causes of certain efiects, they go to woik 
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with a long argament and a formidable array of learning to demonstrate 
to us what are not the causes. Now, if a man cannot instruct roe m 
the truth, I would give but very little for him to tell me what is not the 
truth ; if be cannot tell me what is the cause of any particular effect, I 
would scarcely thank him to tell me what is not the cause. We should 
never undertake to batter down the theory of another, until we have one 
of our own which we may set up in its stead, it is this wish to de* 
molish the works of each other, that has caused four 6fths of the con- 
tentions in the medical world. One man, with a few strokes of his pen, 
added to a little fertility of the imagination, erects a theory in one 
minute, which it takes a thousand men a hundred years to demolish. 
And when at last they imagine they have totally destroyed it, it is ten 
to one but that they have been so busily engaged in destroying, they 
have not even thought of framing a theory to take the place of the one 
destroyed. 

The observations of Dr. Woodward, in No. 11, so far as they extend, 
are extremely good. That tobacco is injurious to the voice, every one 
can testify who has ever heard the harsh, thick, husky, mumbling, stam- 
mering, insonorous voice of the inveterate tobacco chewer. But the 
doctor might have gone further, and stated other palpable causes of this 
impaired state of the voice ; he might have stated causes which cannot 
be mistaken, and which might well be dignified by the term cctusa notis- 
sima. That the practice of speaking in low rooms and crowded as- 
semblies has an injurious effect on the organs of the voice, we most 
freely admit. But, indeed, all orators, except Demosthenes when he 
was declaiming in his cave, have been in the habit of speaking to 
eiowded assemblies, and of breathing a vitiated air ; still the disease in 
question is of modern date. 1 do not imagine that it is so injurious to 
the voice to speak in our modem, convenient, well-formed, sonorous 
rooms, as it was to our forefathers to speak in their inconvenient, capa- 
ck>us houses, which requited the exertion of a stentorian voice to fill tiiem, 
with the addition of a sounding board to conduct the voice of the speaker 
to the ears of the hearers. The efforts of the speaker to fill such rooms 
must be double that required to fill rooms formed after the modern style. 
This every one is aware of who has ever entered a meeting bouse built 
by our ancestors some one hundred and fifty years since. The Roman 
orators who harangued assemblies of thousands for hours in successKNi, 
m the open air, were never troubled with a failing of the v<Mce, and yet 
it must be acknowledged that speaking in the open air is of all speaking 
that which is the most injurious to tl)e voice of an orator. 

But, Mr. Editor, without rambling any further, let me state distinctly 
wbat 1 think to be the cause of this modem complaint ; the famet 
•n^ mali are not inscrutable, nor past being found out. The cause of 
ibis disease 1 believe to be no otiier than tlie habit whk)h the speakefs 
of the present day have of stopping in the midst of their discourses, when 
Aie organs of the voice are in the highest state of extritemeot, and pour- 
mg •down cold water on the delicate structure of the larynx, in order to 
lender their voioes dear and sonorous. There is certainly -DoCbiDg bel- 
ter calculated lo mjure the vocal cKgaos than this poBtioe. Public 
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speakers, after having made exertions in speaking, upon going out into 
the open air, generally wrap up their faces to protect their vocal organs 
from the access of the cold air. This is a good practice. But if they 
are afraid of the contact of the air with the larynx and lungs aRer speak- 
^Sy ought they not to be doubly afraid of the contact of cold water with 
the former during speaking, when the vocal organs are highly excited 
and fatigued. Any one who is in the least acquainted with the delicate 
structure of these organs, must be aware that this is a highly dangerous 
practice. 

Cold water cannot have the least good effect on the voice of public 
speakers. It may, perhaps, clear it for a moment, but it checks its 
natural secretion, when taken during speaking, and after a few moments 
the voice becomes worse than before. Mental emotions in public will 
generally cause too great a flow of saliva; but this will subside after be- 
ginning to speak, without filling the stomach full of cold water in vain 
efforts to wash the saliva down. N. H. Allen. 

Gray, Me., May 1st, 1839. 



FOREIGN BODY IN THE TRACHEA. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — I was called, on the 31st of January last, to visit a boy be- 
tween 3 and 4 years old, belonging to Mr. C. S., of Scituate, who was 
taken, a day or two previous to my visiting him, with an incessant cough- 
ing. He would have two or three spells of coughing in the course of 
S4 hours, which lasted from 1 to 2 hours at a time, but were always 
worse during the night. After obtaining a particular history of the case 
from the mother, and making all the requisite inquiries relative to the 
cause of this singular cough, 1 did not feel, after all, fully satisfied in re- 
gard to its true nature, which did not appear to agree with anything that 
was at all common. The mother then informed me of her sumdons 
that the child had either swallowed part of a chesnut, or part of a nut- 
shell, a week before the last Thanksgiving ; for the child then had them 
abotit the room, cracking and eating them, and was taken with coughing 
at this time, very suddenly, which lasted incessantly for about 1} hours, 
and then becoming much exhausted, he grew easier. From this time 
he would have frequently a similar attack, then recruit in the course of 
a day or two, and so he continued till 1 was called to see him, as above 
stated. 

When I came to take the subject into serious consideration, from the 
above-mentioned circumstance, I tried very hard to get something definite 
to prove that it might be so ; but as the child could not tell anything, 
and as no one saw him put anything into his mouth, 1 could gather no 
positive proof as to the cause of the difficulty. However, as the mother 
seemed to be somewhat sanguine in her belief that such was the case, I 
told her I would do everything in my power to relieve the suffering 
child, and administer nothing that would be calculated to counteract the 
expubion of the extraneous substance, allowing anything of the kind 
had actually taken place. 
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Judging from the foregoing situation of my little patient, I went upon 
the principle that the child was probably indisposed by an uncommon 
irritation of worms, or else from taking a very sudden cold — and hence 
the lungs might, from the various changes in the winter season, be easily 
susceptible of extreme irritability. The child had, almost invariably, in 
his attacks, red cheeks, though very white round the mouth, was in the 
habit of picking his nose, and was considerably disturbed in his sleep, 
which are strong symptoms in common cases of worms. From thb 
state of the case, I thought I would commence with efficient vennifuges, 
and find out first what they would do. The roost powerful were used, 
but to no good purpose — the cough rather increased than otherwise. 
Then I administered medicines for a cold, and to have them act more 
directly upon the lungs, an emetic of ipecac, was given, and it operated 
well — then followed a cathartic of jalap and cream of tartar, which 
likewise did all that was wished. After this gave small powders of ipe- 
cac, every 6 hours, to serve as an expectorant ; and for his common 
loosening drinks, he took the slippery elm, liquorice and flaxseed infu- 
sion, all which were given freely. This course was pursued for 5 or 6 
days, sometimes it appeared to advantage, but ultimately there was not 
much improvement. I now abandoned the powders, and relied princi- 
pally on a compound of ol. ricini, tr. opii, camph. et syr. scill., in such 
proportions as to have it answer the purpose of a moderate cathartic, 
expectorant and a sedative. This formula had a very good operation, 
and proved quite effectual in a few days, so that I considered the boy 
sufficiently convalescent to dismiss him. There were medicines left, al- 
lowing he had a repewed attack. 

As thb case had appeared somewhat singular in its course, I made it 
a practice, when passing where the child lived, to call and see him, al- 
ways keeping in mind the possibility that he had swallowed something 
which had entered the trachea. In one of my calls, about a fortnight 
after he had been dismissed, the mother told me that the child appeared 
to have the phthisic, and had a severe paroxysm the night before. 
Upon receiving this information, I then examined critically, and made in- 
quiries whether the disease could be hereditary, and immediately learnt 
that the mother had been much afflicted with this disorder in her former 
days, and that her father had suffered greatly during hij life with the 
same malady. When 1 first received this intelligence, it seemed, in a 
great manner, to account for the child's previous indisposition. Notwith- 
standing all this, the case appeared to me novel — for the child seemed 
to have the asthma to perfection. 

This case continued, as just stated, till the 4th of April, ult., when I 
was again sent for in great haste about two o'clock, P. M. — ^the child 
now being, as the messenger informed me, in great distress, accompanied 
with extreme dyspnoea. I went as quickly as possible to the residence 
of the child, and found him, as he appeared to roe, severely attacked 
with the cynanche trachealisy or the croup, so called. He had evi- 
dently every peculiar and striking syroptom of this disease. But there 
was one thing which appeared strange at this time — what could have 
pioduced the crovpl as the child had not been exposed at all to the 
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cold air* However, there were no other symptoms but what I bad al- 
ways discovered in cases of geDuine croup. As soon as I had decided 
upon the diagnosis of the disease, I administered a powerful emetic of 
ipecac, and tart, ant., in a sufficient quantity to operate eflfectually — then 
followed with jalap, calomel, and castor oil, till a thorough evacuation 
was accomplished from the bowels. After a powerful operation of the 
emetic and cathartic, the child seemed to be essentially relieved, the 
most unfavorable symptoms abated, and he became quite comfortable 
about 5 o'clock, of the same day. I now left the patient, after pre- 
scribing some ipecac, powders, and equal parts of ol. ricini et syr. scill., 
to be given alternately every 3 hours during the coming night. The 
next day 1 visited him, and found him sitting up and comfortable. I 
tbeo ordered the last-mentioned medicine alone, to be given every four 
hours till he improved enough to relinquish it. 

There was no material change, only gradually for the better, (rom the 
5th till the 9th day of April, when he was very suddenly attacked in 
the P. M . with his previous coughing spell, and it continued violently 
about half an hour, when all at once the sufferer was mstantaneously re- 
lieved by vomiting up the mysterious disturber of his peace — a part of 
a nut-shell that would average abovi a quarter of an inch square. 
Since the expulsion of the shell, the child has been perfectly exempt 
ifom every vestige of disease. 

Here I would merely remark, which I consider worthy of some no- 
tice, that the nut-shell had, at different times, been the primary cause of 
producing the appearance of a severe case of worms, a violent cold, the 
asthma, and, finally, the cynanche trachealis. It was con6ned in this 
ntuatioo rather over 4^ months. I have prepared the case for publica- 
tion^ hoping it may prove beneficial to some of the medical fraternity, es- 
pecially to the younger class. Robert Capen. 

Souih Bingham, Mass., May 3, 1839. 
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PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. 

It gives as much pleasure to announce to the profession a lar^ and com- 
plete work on pathological anatomy, by Samuel D. Gross, M.D., Professor 
of General and Pathological Anatomy and Pbysiology in the Cincinnati 
•College, Ohio. It will be in two large octavo volumes, of about ^ve 
hundred pages each, from the press of Marsh, Capen, Lyon & Webb, of 
this city, who never suffer a book to go to the public in an unfinished con- 
.dition. We have examined a few of the illustrations of morbid parts, 
^hich are eJrtremely beautiful in execution, and show most conclusively 
•that the artists of the west are no way inferior to those on the Atlantic 
4>order. Besides the lithographic colored plates, it is proposed to intra- 
jdisce about ooe hundred on wood, by the best engravers in Boston. T^t 
Ab labors lof frofeawrGsoes will im appreciated, ^ni»ot be 4^bt^4.; ^ 
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when it is recollected that it will be a purely American system, fitted, as 
it were, to tbe meridian of natiire practitioners, the sale cannot be slow* 
nor will his industry and learning go unrewarded. We shall speak of 
the typographical progress of the publishers from time to time, both for 
the accommodation of the trade at a distance, as well as for those who 
are more immediately interested in the progress of medical science. 



Scarlatina at Cape Cod, — We understand that this painful and afflic- 
tire malady has been prevailing to an alarming extent in several towns on 
the Cape. This induces us to request, as a special favor, that some of 
our many subscribers in that section will transmit an historical account of 
the mortality by scarlet fever since the first of January. The physicians 
at Yarmouth, Eastbam, Orleans, or Dennis, owe it to the public to pre- 
sent all the light which their late experience furnishes, for the comfort 
and guidance of those who are less familiar with it. 

Dr. Reynolds^s article on this disease, inserted in our Journal of the 
27th of March last, is copied into the last No. of the Southern Medical 
and Surgical Journal. The accompanying remarks on the disease, by the 
editor of that Journal, may be inserted in our pages hereafter. 



Practical Dentistry, — Readers are respectfully referred to a paper on 
page 219 of this day's Journal, written by a gentleman who is acknow* 
fedged to be one of the most completely scientific dentists of the day. 
His observations are entitled to marked attention. We cannot feel pther* 
wise than extremely Ratified that the public are likely to understand the 
claims of this profession, since individuals of great eminence, belonging^ 
to the craft, are beginning both to explain and publish the results of Uieir 
observation and experience. 



Abscess of the Brain. — Coroner Wheeler was called to No. 38 Houston 
street. New York, to view the body of a young mechanic, named Jamea 
Ridner, aged 18 years, who died suddenly. 

It appeared from the testimony adduced on the examination, that the* 
deceased had been for some two years past complaining of a pain in the 
ear ; that he had therefrom frequent discharges, supposed to be occasioned 
by what is termed a "gathering in the head." 

For the last three months he had been able to attend to his business^ 
with the exception of about three weeks, during which time he had a 
slight attack of the old complaint. He, however, recovered, and con* 
tinued in his usual health till Tuesday of last week, when he was so se-^ 
Terely attacked by pain in his ear, as to be obliged to keep his room. Dr. 
Hoyt was called m, who, on examination, ascertained that a polypus had 
formed within his ear, and he advised the young man to apply to the In«^ 
firmary, and have it removed. This the patient did not, however, do, but 
sent for Dr. Blakeman, who, on Sunday last, performed an operation, and 
removed the polypus. The operation caused much pain at the time, but 
afibrded eventual relief, and he was supposed to be fast recovering. Ex* 
cepting some occasional returns of the pain, he grew better till four o'clock 
yesterday morning, when his mother was awakened by him, whom he 
told that the pain had fallen with great violence into the back part of 
his head. She bathed his head widi volatiles, and as he became easier 
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she left him. In about half an hour she returned, and found him dying* 
Drs. Post, Blakeroan, and F. A. Caldwell madea post-mortem examination 
of the body, and found, on examining the skull, that anabs(*.ess of immense 
size bad formed in the brain, which occupied almost the entire of the mid- 
dle left lobe, being in size fully equal to a hen^s egg, and which had even 
perforated the skull. 



Poisoning vntk Monkshood. — The following treatment was lately sue* 
cessfully adopted in England, in the case of a child aged 13 months, who 
was poisoned with monkshood, and who was /bund two and a half hours 
afterwards, with slow and intermitting pulse, dilated pupils, vomiting, with 
great tendency to stupor, and apparent suffering of much pain. A lea- 
spoonful of ipecacuanha wine was given every Gfteen minutes, until the 
stomach was completely evacuated ; after which brandy, compound spirits 
of ammonia, and strong coffee, were administered at intervals, which, to- 
gether with mustard plasters to the pit of the stomach and the calves of 
the legs, the effusion of cold water from a height upon the occiput, and a 
turpentine enema, in the course of four hours relieved the little patient 
from its dangerous symptoms. It afterwards took nutriment from the 
breast, fell into a natural sleep, and the next morning was perfectly 
recovered. 

Select Medical Library, — The last No. of Dr. Bell's Library contains 
thirteen lectures (complete) on bloodletting, by Dr. Clutterbuck, of London, 
and the commencement of Ottley's life of John Hunter. The Journal 
department contains an interesting variety of foreign and domestic matter. 



Secret Remedies. — The following is an extract from the minutes of the 
Philadelphia Medical Society, as published in the Medical Examiner. 

" Resolved, That all discoveries or improvements in medicine or sur- 
gery should be freely promulgated through the appropriate channels of 
medical information, for the advancement of medical science, and for the 
good of mankind. And that the appropriation of such discoveries of im- 
provements by their authors to their exclusive pecuniary emolument, by 
the taking out of patents or otherwise, is at variance with those principles 
of liberality and beneficence, which should distinguish the medical cha- 
racter.'* 

• 
Medical Miscellany. — A medical convention will meet in the city of 
Hartford, Conn., this day. — A little boy died lately at Philadelphia, in 
consequence of swallowing a number of percussion caps. The poor child 
vomited itself to death. — The patient whose arm was recently amputated 
at the shoulder-joint bv Dr. Lewis, so adroitly, is recovering admirably. — 
The Massachusetts Medical Society have petitioned for the use of Faneuil 
Hall on the last Wednesday in May. — The motion for a new trial of 
Chauricy, the botanic physician, who caused the death of Miss Sowers, a 
while since, at Philadelphia, has been overruled, and he has been sentenced 
to five years imprisonment. — In the village of Eccles, Eng., a young 
man has been without food twenty-six days — the only article swallowed 
in the time was water. Last year, owing to illness, he went thirty-eight 
days without nourishment. — A letter from Ex-professor Elliotson, tate of 
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the University College, London (who was obliged, it will be recollected, 
to leave his chair in that institution on account of his adherence to the 
doctrines and practice of animal magnetism), to his class, has been rejected 
by the members in consequence of the reflections which it contains on the 
character and conduct of several of Dr. E.*s late colleagues. — The editor 
of the London Lancet has published several cases which were furnished 
him by a correspondent, a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, ver- 
batim et literatim, notwithstanding the writer requested that, " if there 
are errors and is to lengthened, you are at liberty to place them in the form 
for printing." Many a writer has escaped a similar infliction through the 
gratuitous kindness of his printer. — Several cases are mentioned in a late 
No. of the Lancet, in which acute rheumatism was cured by the hydrio- 
date of potash. — M. Magendie states, in his late lectures on the blood, that 
he has recently succeeded in speedily arresting a severe uterine hemor- 
rhage by an injection of the ioduret of iron— a drachm of which was dis- 
solved in two pounds of water, and used several times. M. M. also states 
the results of some interesting experiments of the excessive use of fatty 
substances, such as butter, oil, &c., showing their effects on the liver, 
which results will doubtless be seized on and turned to account by the 
dietetic reformers of our country. We may copy the account when we 
find room. 
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The month of April baa been milder and more pleasant than has been known for many seasons. 
Thirteen days the thermometer has risen abore 60*, and three above 70". The highest has been 78, the 
lowest 28. It has been below the (heeling point but three days during the month. The range of the 
barometer has been from 88.73 to 29.73.— The plants and trees named are on the hospital grounds, and 
none others will be noted. Following this rule, we may compare the diflbrent seasons accurately. 

* It will be observed that the register thermometer does not always rise as high as the other at t 
o*cloek. This is owing to iu location— it being on the north side of the hospital building, where th« 
B«B B«TW rafleou. Th«oth«rB, from which tlMflntcoluoiisaramide, an on tlieeaataBd west ridaa. 
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988 M$dical Advertisements* 

To CoREsspoifDsifTi.— Dr. Hitchcock's report of cases is on fiie for iosextioit 

Married,— In Boston, Dr. J. JVJ. Warren, to Miss Ann A. Crowninshield.— At 
Ithaca, N. Y., Dr. L. Hermance, of Auburn, to Miss Sarah Ferris. 

Whole namber of deaUu in Boston for the week ending May 11, 29. Males, 14— females, 15. 
Of consumption, 7— scarlet fever, 2— Infantile, 2— stoppage in the bowels, 1— cramp, 1— a 



J Ibver, l-spaams, 1— drowned, S-gasiritis, l^dropsy, 1-old age, 1— llts, 1— puerperal fever, 1— 
Uver complaint, l-«tlUborn, 5. -, r r- , 



TREMONTSTREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
Tbb subscribers, at their private medical school in Tremont street, ollte the IbUOwing feafliUea U 
professional students. 

1. A daily attendance nt the wards of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

8. Attendance at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

a. Opportunities of aeeing interesting cases and surgical operations in private practice, fai the dis- 
pensaries and elsewhere. 

i. Occasional opportunities for obstetric practice. 

5. Lectures on surgery, and practical demoustraiions in anatomy flrom recent subjects. 

6. Regular examinations, as far as desired, in all the branches, in the interval between the leetorea 
of Harvard University. 

7. A private dissecting room, in which during the last year an abundant supply of anatomical rab- 
Jects has been gratuitously flirnlshed. 

Seventeen gentlemen have entered this school since its commencement in September last. 

JACOB BIGELOW, 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, 

B— ton. May 1, 1839. 8am6m D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 

OLIVER W. HOLMES. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thi subscribers are associated fur tlie purpose ui givinit a complete course nf medical Instmctlon. 
Their pupits will have regulAr access to the medical and surgirni practice of the Massachuseiu Gen* 
cral ti idpiliil. rhey will bo aduntieil, alxi, to the practice of ibe House of Correction, h hie b con- 
stautly presents h large iiuiiibsr ui' important cases, and where opporiunltieti will benfibrded frr ac- 
quiring a practical knowledge lifcoinpuuiiding and dispensing medicines. They will be fuini^thed 
with oppitrtuiiities fur the Kiiidy of Praciical Anatomy, not inferior to any In the country. To the 
pupils, particularly to those in the Ia8t year of their professional studies, faci I itie^ will beaflbrded for 
acqiiiiing u periiuiihl acqiiHindiiice with private medical and obstetric practice. Instiurtion b> exami- 
nations ur lectures will be Klven in the diflEereni hi anches of medical studies, during the interval be- 
tween the public lectureMofthe Univereiiy. Books, and a room with lireHiid lights, will be furnished 
to the students at the expense of tlie instructers. GEOKGE C. t-^KATTUCK, 

WALTER CHAMJNIMO, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTIfl, Jb, 

WlNdLOW LEWIS, Ja. 

OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, 
FovvDCS on the Philosophy of the Human Economy In Health and Id Disease, in 3 ParU. By Joseph 
▲. Gallup, M.D., author of Sketches of Epidemic Diseases in the State of Vermont, late Professor of 
Theory and Practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine, and of the Clinical School of Medicine, 
JBx-president of the Vermont Medical Society, Hon. Member of the Medical Society of the State of 
New York, *c. 2 vols. 8vo., pp. 876. 

" As the writer has been chiefly induced to undertake the labor of the above work, in ccmaeqaeBoe 
4>f two very courteous memorials addressed to him firom all the students present of two classes at AT- 
ftrent medical institutions, requesting a publication of his lectures, or the principles embraced hi 
them, he has presumed, with respectful rcqiards, to present these outlines to the Studenu oT Medictae 
Id the United Stales, with a hope of their being in some measure useAil to the Science of Medicine." 

Emtract of a Letter Jrom Pro/etsor J. fV. Francis, M.D,—^*' Having read the manuscript of Dr. 
Gallup, on the Institutes of Medicine, I am fhee to remark, that it is the result of great research, and loBg 
And extensive medical experience. The author, while occupied as an observer, has recorded his iidh- 
rences, with the praiseworthy design of adding to the stock of sound practical information. Bis botdt 
will be read for the originality and excellence of many of hia views, and the masculine development of 
the writer's reflections. It will deserve and find a place in the library of the student, and be often 
consulted by the medical practitioner with advantage, 
•♦ifewyorifc, 1838." 

Just paUished by OTIS, BROADERS dc CO., 120 Washington street, Boston. M 80. 

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 

Thb medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements tJMt he 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will be 
aafely put up in boxes, with the clay in %vhich they were Imported. Physicians may be certala that 
earenil attention will be given to their orders. SETH W. FOWLE, 

Oct. IT'lyeop S3 Prinee St. corner of Salem St. Boat«o. 

THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
n. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
Addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after threa 
■lo&ths, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a yaar, to. 
advance. Orders ttxaa a distance must be accompanied by payment in advaiiee or sliaHiotoiy nfer- 
amoe. Foatage tha aame as ihr a nawapapar. 
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DR. COMSTOCK ON SCARLET FEVER. 

[Concluded from pa^e 218.] 

We have mentioned the acetate of lead as a remedy for intestiottl 
bemorrliage. But in a bleeding from the nose or any other part, we 
also rely much upon it, and have for more than twenty years used it ; 
and never have we had it produce a symptom of painter's colic. But 
we always, as a preventive, combine opium with it, which in no case can 
be safely omitted. It is said by Dr. Stokes, of London, that the only 
kastances in which he has known it act as a poison, weie when it 
has been applied externally. Now it might be well to combine it with 
laudanum or aceium opii, even in thus using it. As to our infant pa- 
-tieats, we may sometimes find it expedient to apply it to the bowels, 
vrhen we cannot, from their resistance, administer it by the mouth. A 
solution with laudanum is then most eligible. 

Tlufi may also be necessary in diarr/uBa, of which we now proceed 
to treat. Carbonic acid gas, and sulphuretted hydrogen, are undoub^- 
edly secreted by the mucous membrane of the intestines, to answer the 
purpose of aiding in the solution of solid food, and producing the peris- 
taltic motion. But in excess they may be injurious, and give rise to 
diarrhoea, or tympanitis, or both ; in which we have no better remedy 
diMi acetate of lead combined with opium and prepared chalk. But on 
the other hand, their secretion may be defective, when solid food may 
become injurious because its proper solvents are lacking. In which 
case, and as a general rule, it is safest to restrict our patient to a liquid 
diet. The over-secretion of acidity, giving rise to green dejections, is 
better corrected by prepared chalk than by magnesia ; for the latter, 
{probably by its meeting in the bowels with sulphuretted hydrogen, ce9- 
taMrly sometimes distresses infants. When the bowels are decidedly 
tympanitic, ao over-secretion of those acid gases, together with a dimii^ 
i^bed secretion of bile, are to be sought for as the cause. We bare in 
rbubarb a deobstnient bitter which is adapted to such cases, rthis, with 
the pulvis hydrargyrum cum creta, are our best general remedies. And 
if any preparation of opium is indicated, Dover's powders, in smsU 
doses, are the best. 

Blistering the abdomen, and the application of calomel to the blistered 
surface, deserve high commendation. If there be tenderness and jmiOf 
denoting inflammation, a few leeches may be applied. But if the pain 
irises fiK>m distention only, they will do harm. Rubbing the part with 
i^rtl» of lurpentioe is a good substitute for blisMcs. LijectiottS of the 
15 
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same are useful in the bowel complaints of children ; also canninatives, 
especially aqua mentha. Whether spirits of turpentine be or be not an 
antiphlogistic remedy, its character is well established for curing inflamed 
surfaces. So sui^ar of lead is adapted to all hemorrhages, whether ac- 
tive, passive or trdumatic. 

Aphtha or thrush we have seldom seen in scarlatina. But it some- 
times occurs, and is a mark of such an exhausted state of the system as 
to indicate great danger. We were called to a child of 6ve years old, 
who had been very ill for &ve weeks, in which aphtha was one of its 
many morbid symptoms. Astringents may be locally used in such 
cases; still the good they do, if any, is local. A general tonic invigo- 
rating course of treatment will alone do permanent good. This ciiild 
had been bled in the 6rst stage, and finiilly failed. Aphtha is much 
easier prevented than cured. The tendency to such a result must be 
kept in view from the fii-st attack. We have not known it when iiny of 
the preparations of cinchona were early and adequately used. It is not 
very easy, in every case, to distinguish aphtha from what is popularly 
called canker, and both may exist at the same time ; and both require 
astringents, tonics, detergents and demulcents. As the disorder is not 
conGned to the mouth, but descends into the oesophagus and bowels, we 
must be careful to exclude all irritating ingesta. Milk, combined with a 
solution of catechu, sweetened with the purest while sugar, offers a reme- 
dial diet drink of much efficacy. 

We have seen magnesia and rhubarb recommended. But we prefer 
the tinct. of rhubarb with saffron of the Liondon College, and prepared 
chalk, to magnesia. The tinct. of rliubarb with cardamon seeds we 
would reject, owing to the acrimonious quality of the cardamon. If 
diarrhoea attend, a powder of creta ppt. 4 grains — acetate of lead i 
grain — pulv. opii 1-8 of a grain, intimately mixed, affords an efficacious 
remedy. It is to be given in simple syrup. And here it may be ob- 
served that in all the bowel complaints of infants and children, puri6ed 
white sugar should alone be used. Brown sugar, molasses and honey, 
are to be rejected. 

The sudden attack by scarlet fever of persons in apparently perfect 
health, is a physiological phenomenon, philosophically very striking ; 
we mean when taken in connection with black stools, copious eruption, 
and the rapid issue of gangrene. It would seem impossible for such 
rapid deterioration to take place in three days, or even less. We must 
then conclude that th6 morbi6c materials exist before they act, and that 
a sanative tendency in the systetn resists the morbid impression (at a 
while, but is compelled at last to yield to the superior force of the 
enemy, when that force is fully concentrated. Local disease arises from 
constitutional affections — and systematic from causes purely local. 

A man, having suffered for twelve or fourteen years the extremity of 
pain, had a respite of three years, when an attack of his former excru- 
ciating agonies carried him off in three weeks. Yet that in these three 
years the same causes were in existence, which occasioned so much 
distress for the fourteen years before, and killed him at last, was proved 
by poit-mortem inspection; for a large stone was found in his bladder^ 
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the nucleus of which must have descended from the kidney, as the 
ureter was dilated so as to admit the finger, and one of his kidneys was 
entirely disorganized.* The archeus of Helmont was the anima mundi, 
or nis plastica^ of the old philosophers, the vis medicatrix of Cullen, 
and the natural cure or sanative tendency of all those who wish to be 
clearly understood and not misled by technical phrases. It is this 
principle which resists death and aims at the restoration of heahh. The 
denial of such a prinriple seems to have proceeded from its having been 
too much extolled, and called divine. For that a divine energy should 
be overcome by disease, and permit the human frame to suffer, and 
finally to be destroyed by death, seemed mysterious. Adjectives have 
caused more disputes and acrimony in the world, when used to laud too 
high, or sink too low, than all language besides. 

The chicken-pox pustules, which sometimes appear after scarlet 
fever, were called scarlatina variolodes by Sauvages. They do not very 
much resemble either smallpox or chicken pox, however, usually being 
somewhat larger and without purulency, and only filled with flatus. 

Emetics act as stimulants to the whole system. Hence their pro- 
priety in those cases which require evacuant stimulants. And hence 
their impropriety in diseases very highly inflammatory, until after blood- 
letting. Such, however, are seldom if ever found in scarlatina. 

In those cases which have a difficult breathing from the beginning, 
there is a tendency to croup ; one disease of the throat and respiratory 
organs being prone to run into another. But even in such cases there 
is risk in bleeding much. Leeches over the trachea are safest, if bleed- 
mg is decided on. These are to be followed with a full emetic of anti- 
mony, or turpeth mineral. Then a full opiate is to be given ; and then 
the outside of the throat is to be inflamed by rubbing on aq. ammonia, 
with camphor and alcohol, in mixture— or spirits of turpentine — or lini- 
ment of ammonia, which consists of olive oil two parts, aqua ammonia 
one part. Some prefer applying tobacco to the throat. The throat it- 
self is not to be blistered, but an eniplastrum cantharides between the 
shoulders is never to be omitted. If leeches do not draw a sufficiency 
of blood, the temporal artery may be opened. Flannel wrung out of 
hot water maybe ap))lied to the throat and upper thorax. 

Dr. Good and Dr. Perceval thought putrid sore throat and scarlatina 
the same disease, because, as they believed, they both proceeded from 
the same contagion. Dr. Withering, who considered scarlatina to be 
inflammatory, still held that it was utterly improper to let blood in it. 
But he would give repeated emetics. Like other malignant epidemics, 
it simulates the action of narcotic poisons, in which the arterial blood 
sent to the brain is accelerated, and the venous blood coming tbence re- 
tarded. Alcohol, which may be classed among the narcotics, presents 
the like phenomena. Hence emetics are indicated in each of these 
predicaments. 

There is one view relating to contagion, which we will notice, as we 

* ▲ water-melmi Med In Um tradiM of a dhilil, dtoplayad Its allbeu <m\y tn paroxytm* ofiaflbMtlaB 
ttrMM&laf death. In the interreto the UtUe fellow wm at play aboat the room. 8ee a cue ^ Dr. 
Welli, tai the Americao Medtoal Joonal, No. XIZ., pafe 88. 
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have thrown off the shackles of theory and are only anxious for truth. 
If the ssveral names at tlie head of this article, and others which we 
have not enumerated, point only to one disease — if it appears socne- 
tiines in points, sometimes in blushes, someiimes in patches, and some- 
times in one uniform mahogany-colored surface, and sometimes without 
any of these, hut in the form of a malignant throat distemper only — and 
if, as Dr. Darwin says, it appears in all degrees of virulence, from a flea" 
bite to the plague — many niay have had it without scarce knowing it at 
the time, and with so little suffering that they and their friends may 
have forgotten it entirely. This is one view which 1 have taken in re- 
lation to its apparent non-contagiousness. But then, on the other hand, 
its spontaneous origin presents an impenetrable barrier. For if it can 
be once proved that a disease originates spontaneously, which in this 
disease it can be, then there seems no possibility of proving that one 
member of a family takes it from another. Contagion is a modem doc- 
trine, Sydenham never once hinting at the contagiousness even of small- 
pox. A character, who for minute observation the English physicians 
think cannot be equalled in the known worid, did not perceive that small- 
pox was contagious ! 

As four drops of ol. tiglia, rubbed around the navel, may be used in 
order to produce catharsis in adults, half the quantity may be applied 
for children, and one drop for infants. In a disease in which we find 
such extreme difficulty in administering medicine by the moiith, Doihiog 
is more necessary than to be apprised of the various substitutes which 
9rt affords. Rubbing a saturated solution of tartarised antimony into 
the inside of the arms, and inside the ankles, may be noticed as having 
^he specific effects of the article, and a slight rubefacient effect cm 
the parts. 

We have referred to cold sponging the surface, as a means of coun- 
teracting (when combined with antiseptics) the putrid tendency, as weU 
%% to cool the fever. We can say nothing in favor of cold aspersion or 
dashing the whole body. We prefer sponging, and partial sponging 
only, as to the head, neck, breast, and palms of the hands. That th& 
Qiore extensive application of cold water may give relief for a short 
space, may be true. But then the future consequences ought to be wett 
weighed by those who have the daring temerity to recommend or re- 
sort to it. 

When this disease first invades a family or town, the prospect of r^ 
covery is less in those who are first seized than in subsequent cases. It 
would seem that its severity is thickest and heaviest in its front ; which 
being afterwards diluted, so to speak, falls in a less acrimonious and 
appalling form on the many. It would seem, also, as if the powers of 
nature to resist disease increased after numbers were affected. For i£ 
death ensues, they do not succumb so soon. 

We must sometimes alter a plan of treatment, which, upon Feviewing^ 
we cannot see but is entirely scientific and appropriate — and for no otlier 
reason than because it has not been successful. He is the greatest 

gip^eral who can the most speedily draw his army, and coocentrate tkeir 
roe, to any given point. He is the most paw^iul spet^k^ \i;Ik) <W 
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recollect all that he should say when he rises before a court, an assem^ 
Wy or jury — who omiis nothing, nor wastes nor weakens by redundance. 
And he is the greatest physician who can the soonest relieve \he syuip* 
lonns and remove the causes of the suffering patient before him. An 
able general and an able physician call on their reserve only in time 
of need. 

When scarlatina runs into Its chronic starve, we shall find a train of 
perplexing symptoms, and such a state of debility as will require all the 
resouroes of art to rally the system. But here analogy must be called 
to our aid. Specific diatheses are lost, and extreme exhaustion presents 
much the same phenomena, let the preceding disease have been what it 
may. Stimulants, the most powerful and seemingly the most appro- 
priate, will sometimes fail, and a favorable turn will be given to thtf 
disease of the almost dying patient, from some unlooked-for source — 
froin contrariety instead of probability. 1 have often reflected with ad- 
miration upon a case of typhous fever in a young n)an aged 522 years, 
who had unceasing hiccups, wandering intellect, cold fxiremilies, di-- 
hrted pupils, small, frequent and feeble pulse, dry tonjiue, and in fact 
every sign of speedy dissolution. Notwithstanding that his physician had 
used opium, musk, camphor, blisters, sinapisms, ether, to the extent 
of 30 drops an hour, and hot fomentations of spirit and vinegar to the 
epigastrium, and punch to the amount of a pint in four hours — all with- 
out mitigating the direful train of symptoms — in fact, having exhausted 
all the usual resources of art in such cases, he seated himself by the 
bed-side of his patient, intending to find a favorable opportunity to ap- 
prise him of his hopeless situation. But he was very anxious to live, 
and asked, with emphasis, if no more could be done for him. The doc- 
tor replied thai there was one remedy which he had not tried, but that 
it was a hazardous one and might expedite his death. But the sick 
man begged that remedies might be persisted in, however small the pros- 
pect of benefit. Ice was the contemplated remedy, given in substance. 
Ice was procured, it was broken into small pieces, and thrown for a short 
time into warm water, in order to melt off the sharp points and edges. 
Half an ounce at a time was the dose, which may be swallowed out of a 
tablespoon with wine, gruel or lemonade. The patient took four ounces 
of the ice in an hour, drinking at the same time wine or spirit tchey-^ 
having bad warm fomentations applied to his abdomen and extremities 
at the same time. He was relieved immediately. His hiccups were 
suspended, and entirely ceased in two hours. But he continued the 
ice, as we are told, till he had taken nearly a pound. His recovery 
WHS speedy, and his cure complete. I ought to have mentioned that 
the stomach of this patient was very irritable, and that he vomited most 
of his medicines for three days before he took the ice — and that neitlier 
the effervescing draught, opium, nor any other medicine, allayed th^*' 
pukhig or hiccups, until he took the ic^.^ 

This case was brought to my mind whilst reflecting upon cold ablution ^ 
ior scarlet fever, which ought not to be used except under the limitations' 

*' BU fTfiw TorK Medicnl ReposUory for the (tall and excellent report o( thin cat^t.^y HvmMMtnb^ 
«T, If .D., of Uiat dty. New Seriee, Mo. I., Vol. VI., page 76. October, 1820. 
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before mentioned — ^the irritation and terror being likely to do mora 
barm than its tonic and febrifuge powers do good, especially to cbildreD. 
But in the exliibition of ice we have a powerful agent to produce vigor 
and tone, and at the same time to allay irritability and fever. And al- 
though Dr. Manley, in the case alluded to, entered upon its use with 
some apprehension, yet we consider it as immensely less hazardous than 
cold-water ablution, and as well adapted to that chronic slate of debility, 
irritation, and vomiting, which sometimes perplexes us as a sequel of 
scarlet fever, as well as a cooling tonic febrifuge in its acute and primary 
stages. It may be administered to children in the fermenting dec<x:tion 
of bark, or in the imperial beverage already mentioned. The dose may 
be a scruple, increased to a drachm. General cold ablution never cao 
come into common use, except in tropical climates. Ice given internally, 
and applied externally to the back of the neck and testicles, in epis- 
taxis, and other hemorrhages, will display its excellence and command 
approbation by its effects. In xlelirium it may be applied to the bead, 
enclosed in a bladder. 

Post-mortem dissections of final cases of scarlatina have been very 
rare both in this country and in England, because the pathology of the 
disease has been less involved than that of most other diseases. A case, 
however, lies before us, reported by Dr. Blackmore, physician of the 
Public Dispensary of Plymouth, England. It was that of a little giri 
about three years of age, who unexpectedly died on the tenth day. 
The result does not change the views heretofore entertained, and herein 
laid down — viz., that we ought to keep in strict view the putrid ten- 
dency. There was stupor in the patient, but not profound, just as we 
have observed. The child's face was tumid and of a purplish hue — the 
fever was slight. An ulcer was seen, as we are told, before death, be- 
hind each tonsil. The dissection was forty hours after dissolution. The 
brain and lungs were engorged with black blood. There was Ji^. of 
bloody serum in the ventricles of the former. But no doubt the cause 
of death was owing to a gangrenous diathesis, as there was petechia, and 
the abdomen and legs were livid. We are also told that deep behind 
the tonsils, on the verge of the posterior nares, there were two large 
ulcers covered with very fetid matter, " like softy rotten cheese" There 
was no vestige of inflammation, and the writer inclines to impute the 
cause of death to congestion, or oppression of some vital organ. And 
we incline to impute this congestion, or oppression, to the tenderness of 
the minute vessels, induced by their near approach to putrescency, and 
probably occurring after death. So far as Dr. Blackmore could learn, 
this was the only case in which post-mortem dissection had taken place 
in England, nor do we now recollect a single one in this country.* 

To conclude, we cannot but repeat that keeping the septic tendency 
of the disease in sight, and counteracting it, stands the fairest chance to 
prevent congestion and sphacelati.on, to counteract the fatal termination 
of the disease, to continue the patient in life, and restore him to health. 
Let emetics, calomel, cou::ter-irritation by rubefacients, and especially 

* This CAM. taken ft-om the London Medictl Gaseite, may be leea in tbe BoAton If adioal and i 
«riJMnial,Vttl.UL,p.aSD,No.90. 
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the fermeoting decoction of bark, with the nitro-muriatic acid, receive 
the attention which they merit. 
Lebanon, Ct., Aprils 1839. 

To the New-London County Medical Society, to which a part of 
the foregoing essay, in AIS., was read at their annual meeting, April 
II, 1839, and who were pleased to express their approbation by a vote 
of thanks, it is respectfully dedicated, by the Autuob.* 



VALUE OF CREOSOTE. 

BT ALFRED HITCHCOCK, H.D., ASHBT, M8. 
[Communicated fbr the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Wound of the Trachea, — Mrs. Symonds, aged 40, on the 15lh of May, 
1833, in a fit of insanity cut her throat in a shocking manner with a 
razor. The wound was literally " from ear to ear," being between 7 
and 8 inches in length. It was evidently made by several successive 
strokes of the instrument, from left to right, crossing the trachea a little 
below the thyroid cartilage ; the right extreniity of the incision termi- 
nating a little lower on the side of the neck than the commencement on 
the left. One of the rings of the trachea was entirely cut through, so 
that the point of the finger could easily be introduced into that tube* 
There were two or three other incisions into the trachea between the 
rings, of a size sufficient to introduce a common goose-quill. The ex* 
temal jugular vein on the right side was divided, where it crosses the 
stemo-cleido-mastoid nuiscle. 

When I first saw the patient, less than half an hour from the accident, 
she was literally wallowing in blood, in a state of partial syncope, and 
respiration entirely carried on through the wound in the trachea. She 
was immediately removed to a bed, and the wound washed with cold 
water. One of the thyroid arteries bled profusely, and was immediately 
secured by ligature. The whole wound was then washed with a mix- 
ture of one part creosote to ten of water. AH the hemorrhage and oozing 
of blood immediately ceased. The lower portion of the divided jugular 
bad retracted into the cellular tissue, and was not sought for, fearing the 
admission of air. The upper extremity was patulous and slightly pro- 
jecting. A dossil of lint, wet with the creosote mixture, was applied 
over the mouth of the open vessel, secured by compress and adhesive 
plaster. The incisions in the trachea were closed with fine silk ligatures 
through the cellular tissue on the cartilages. Several mutilated shreds 
of cellular tissue and muscle were cut away, and the whole wound 
closed with suture and adhesive strips. There was no return of the 
beroorrhage, and the wound was perfectly healed in a few weeks. For 
several months she could speak only in a whisper. She speaks audibly 
and nearly natural now, though not without evident effort to conceal her 
misfortune. 

s 

* Id explanation of the above, it may be well to state that the essay waa written expressly far this 
Journal, but being in postfesaioa of the author at the above-namod meeUng, part of it was, by Hi^sorti 
md to the owmbera.— Ed. 
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Wound of the Hand. — ^Mr. Shelden had bis left band shattered hj 
the bursting of a gun at a " sham-fight," October 13tb, 1838. The 
whole integuments of the index, the middle and ring fingers, were blown 
off to within an inch of the hand, leaving the tendons and bones naked 
and broken. The first and second joints of the little finger were also 
denuded on the palmar surface. The metacarpal bones of the index 
and middle fingers were separated by a split two and a half inches in 
extent on the dorsal aspect, and reaching to the wrist through the palm 
of the hand. There were several other deep fissures in the palm of 
the hand, besides several smaller injuries and contusions ; and the whole 
very much scorched and blackened by powder. The mutilated hand 
was cleaned as perfectly as possible ; two joints and a half of the index, 
the middle and ring fingers were sawn off, and the integuments drawn 
down to cover the bones ; and the whole hand washed with the creosote 
mixture. At the subsequent dressings an ointment was freely applied to 
the hand, composed of half a draclim of creosote to an ounce of sim 
pie cerate. 

The hand suppurated and granulated kindly, and was perfectly healed 
m five weeks, without sloughing or any untoward symptom ; although it 
was highly probable at the first dressing that there would be some 
sloughing of the contused tissues. The last part of the little finger was 
restored by granulation, and is now, though slightly curved, a very use- 
fiii addendum to the unfortunate soldier's hand. 

Licipient Gangrene. — Miss Wilder, ©t. 23, was attacked in Novem- 
ber, 1838, with typhous fever. The symptoms were urgent, and at 
times truly alarming for the first three weeks — intense gastric irritation 
and constant delirium. During the fourth week the disease seemed to 
yield, and something like a crisis occurred in the shape of profuse 
sweats and diarrhoea. Unexpectedly, however, two large spots of gan- 
mne suddenly occurred — one on the lower part of the sacrum, a little 
to the right of the median line ; the other on the left side, a little below 
apd behind the trochanter major. About the same time, also, there was 
a tumefaction behind the trochanter major of the right side, which was 
eventually the point of profuse suppuration ; a pint of pus being dis- 
charged at the first opening, and daily formations and discharges con- 
tinuing for several weeks. 

The undiluted creosote was applied several tirAes daily to the gan- 
grenous patches on their first appearance, and a plaster applied, com- 
posed of Burgundy pitch, opium, camphor, and oil turpentine^ equal 
parts. The second day of these applications the progress of the gan- 
grene was arrested, and the fourth day the line of separation was com- 
Jletely formed. The two patches were neariy circular, one of tliem 
two and a half and the other four and a half inches in diameter, and 
from one to three inches deep at different points after the sloughs were 
all removed. During the separation of the sloughs, which was tedious 
ftnd difficult, they were dressed with the creosote ointment. The heal- 
ing process proceeded kindly, after the sepjiration of the sloughs, and in 
tjlfee months they were perfectly cicatrized. 
• At the first appearance of gangrene the patient took camphpr, opiuiA, 
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tad ctrb. ammonia^ m large doses, at regular intervals, and also the 
nauriated tincture of iron. During convalescence, besides occasional 
doses of opium, she took two pounds of carb. ferri and one oz. sulphate 
quioia* When catharsis was indicated she took castor oil and turpen** 
tioe. She now enjoys good health. 

In the foregoing cases I am confident the creosote acted powerfully 
as a styptic and antiseptic ; but whether niy mode of combining it is ibe 
mo5:t proper, I leave for othei*s of more experience to decide. 

May, 1839. 



A FOETUS WITH TWO HEADS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — f take the liberty of reporting a case of singular deformity, wh icfa 
if you should think proper, you can insert in your Medical Journal. 

On the morning of the 25ih of April last, I was called to visit Mrs. 
D., in labor with her fourth child, about four miles from this village. I 
arrived about 1 o'clock, A. M., and found her in severe labor. She in- 
formed me her pains had been increasing for about two hours. On 
examination, after placing her on her left side, I found the membranes 
distended with their fluid ; but I could not discover the fcetus by the 
to«ich. I avoided lupturing the membranes as much as possible, trusting 
to the foetus to settle in the fluid, and suffered them to give way. The 
bead on the right side presented, with the face to the os pubis. With 
some difficulty the head passed, but the labor did not propel it further. 
On fortber examination, I found the funis passing over the shoulder on 
the left side. In search for the shoulder, I found a hard substance, re- 
sembling a head, and soon discovered a union of the two. I succeeded 
in raising it, and by the assistance of a pain lodged it on the side of the 
neck of the first head, and in eight or ten minutes delivered my patient 
of a stillborn male child, that would weigh about twelve pounds, with 
two regular heads and necks, of the usual size, and with fair features. 
No difficulty with the placenta. Mrs. D. was in labor about one 
hour and a quarter after I arrived at the house. She is convalescing as 
frst as women generally do after severe labor. 

The child appears broader across the sternum than children usually 
are. The necks are at a suitable distance apart, sufficiently so to allow 
each bead to stand erect without interfering with the other. At the 
junction of the shoulders, in place of one or two regular arms, there is 
a straight, firm bone, of a conical shape, about five or six inches in 
length, apparently in a socket, base down, regularly articulated to the 
transverse spinous process junction of the two spines. There are three 
clavicles; the two lateral arms are in their proper position. Tliere- 
are evidently two spines extending to the os sacrum, and connected by 
the transverse processes of the vertebrae of the back. The lower ex- 
tremities are natural. 

1 have stated the case briefly, as it appears from external examination. 
It seems to be similar to a deformed fcetus reported by Professor W. E. : 
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Horner, of Pennsylvania, in the Stb volume of the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences, in 1831. 

I have nothing further to add, unless I inform you that I invited one 
of my medical friends of the \i)laire to accompany me in the afternoon 
to examine the child. We succeeded in prevailing on the parents to 
permit us to take it and preserve it in a careful manner, for the inspec- 
tion of the medical faculty. Your most obedient humble servant, 

Oswego, N. F., Maif 4ih, 1839. Wm. Baker. 



DE FUNGO ARTICULARI» 

[Commttnicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Some time since a work upon this subject was received by us from 
Copenhagen, and which want of time has hitherto prevented us from 
noticing as it should be. 

After giving, in hb introduction, the opinion of a vast number of au- 
thors, among whom are Bell, Heister, Boyer, Lisfranc, Brodie, Scott^ 
Russell, and, last of all, Rust, upon whom our author seems most to re- 
ly, and the majority of whose remarks he echoes, the following original 
opinion is adduced. ^^ In this, as in all diseases, pathological anatomy 
affords the surest notions of their nature and seat ; still the alteration 
effected by the disease, in and around the articulation, will prevent any 
certain inference being drawn from an examination of the limb, with re- 
gard to the nature of the disease. Another reason for obscurity is, that 
while the disease is conmion with us and in Britain, as well as Holland 
(in those regions where scrofula is endemic), it rarely occurs in France, 
Italy and Southern Germany, which accounts for its merely casual men- 
tion by Desault, Dupuytren and Larrey." 

The 6rst and second chapters are devoted respectively to the various 
names of the di<<ease, and its respective divisions and species ; passing 
by these, we come to one of the most important chapters— the thini— 
*' a description of the fungus articularis "—divided by the writer into 
three stages, and as near as possible we shall give his own language. 

<< When acute inflammation arises from external lesion, or any other 
cause, there is an expanded and tense tumor, with increa<«ed pain on mo- 
tion or pressure ; in a shorter or longer time the swelling and pain di- 
minish, and the disease takes on a chronic form. If rheumatism be the 
cause, at the beginning of the disease we have swelling with a sense of 
heat, painful, rubescent, and often elastic, which comes on with the 
rheumatic fever, or some days after. In the course of eight or ten days 
the febrile and inflammatory symptoms cease, a cold, soft and fungous 
intumescence arises, and the chronic state results. But more usually 
the disease is chronic from its origin, and the Grst stage follows this order. 

" At first there is complaint with a slight rigidity and swelling, covering 
the anterior surface of the knee, but not very prominent. Pain is either 
absent or slight ; there is, however, inconvenience on motion, sensibly 

* De Futtffo Artlcularl diaaertatio, quam ad auminoa in medicina honorea Inter publica aolemnla ob 
ecclBBla m ante trecentoa aoaoa apud noa refbrnuaam flt« obUneiuioa pubUee deteutore flmiahitiir aoi 
tor. llislMd Pjoiwp. 
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increased by flexion or extension. After resting some time, a sense of 
weight and debility is felt in the whole extremity, with increased sensi- 
bility. For the purpose of diininishin<; the pain, and also on account of 
the rigidity of the limb, the patient keeps it immoveable and curved, 
and walks, if at all, only on his toes, with the trunk inclined forwards, 
and his hand on the knee. The skin is unchanged in color or external 
appearance ; the constitution is good, appetite unimpaired, and the evil 
is little thought of by the invalid or his friends. But Rust says there 
is in this stage a great depression of mind and languid appearance. 

'Mf no occasional cause accelerates the disease, the symptoms may 
go on slowly increasing for weeks, months, and even years, before the 
second stage. 

** In this stage the tumor increases in size and prominence, becomes 
soft and fungous, giving rise to a deep fluctuation. The softening is not 
always constant, but varying in degree ; the cellular texture receives, but 
does not retain, the impression of the Angers. This spurious fluctuation 
is so marked, that it has been mistaken for a preternatural collection of 
fluid in the cavity of the joint. The form of the tumor is changed, and 
the region of the knee becomes round and globose. The popliteal 
cavity is swollen, but not in the same proportion with the anterior and 
lateral parts of tlie knee. The skin is so stretched by the increase of 
the tumor, that it cannot be folded, but becomes polished and shining, of 
a pale livid or rubescent color, not equally diffused, but as if striated by 
the capillaries seen through the cuticle. 

*^ The pains are greater, more continuous, and conflned to the knee ; 
6rst attacking single spots, which are painful to the touch and hotter than 
the neighboring cuticle, extending to the whole knee, not only increased 
by touch and motion, but with nightly exacerbations preventing sleep. 
To this state of things gradually succeeds hectic fever, with prosi ration, 
loss of appetite, emaciation of the whole lK)dy, and especially of the 
limb afiected, rather below than above the knee. The inguinal glands 
are not unfrequently swollen. 

" Finally comes the third stage. Now the spots, before prominent 
and painful, become red or purple, and take on true softening and fluc- 
tuation by the formation of single small abscesses. The leg becomes 
esdematous, with pain in the interior of the joint. The abscesses at 
length discbarge a thin, foetid, bloody fluid, containing pellucid, floccu* 
lent and albuminous particles, like the matter of scrouilous abscesses* 
These never heal, but may become crusted over with fistuls and ulcers, 
extending in various directions to a great depth, and at the bottom we find 
the capsular ligament corroded and the extremities of the bones de- 
nuded. The hectic increases, colliquative symptoms arise, with emacia- 
tion, depression and anxiety, and unless amputation be perforated in sea- 
son, death will ensue from this secondary cause. The lungs and me- 
senteric glands are often afiected in this stage. In some cases the leg is 
kept in a flexed position and cannot be straightened, yet sometimes the 
▼ery reverse is the case. The length of duration of the disease varies from 
a few weeks to fourteen or fifteen years ; usually chronic in its course, 
seveml months or even years may elapse before it comes to a crisis. In 
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the Grst stage it may for a time seem to recover, but will eventoalij 
relapse." 

Having thus allowed the disease to run through its three stages, the 
advantages to be drawn from patliological anatomy will be very small; 
and in fact the author, notwithstanding his assertion in the former part 
of the work of its importance, draws no new inference from what be 
sees, and sees no more than all those, to whom he refers, have seen be* 
fore him. He does, however, say, that "because the knee is more ex- 
posed to this disease than the other articulations, and because this articu- 
hition is surrounded by aponeurotic membranes and much cellular tex- 
ture, therefore we may conclude that its primary seat is in the soft parts 
without the joint." And in a succeeding chapter, " from what has 
been said it must be seen, that fungus articularis, if not always of scro- 
&I0US origin, is more frequently owing to this cause than to rheumatism." 
With regard to the prognosis, notwithstanding the remark extracted from 
a prior chapter, he says, thai " the disease can be entirely cured, if it is 
in the first stage, and if the conditions whwh favor scrofulous cachexia 
can be removed " — truly a most righteous conclusion, and, like much 
medical and surgical logic, amounts to this, that the disease can be cured 
by removing the causes. " A perfect cure can scarcely be expected 
m the second stage, but when the body is not too much prostrated our 
indication is by suitable medication to prevent its farther progress; par- 
tial anchylosis may take place, but never complete." "In the third 
stage the only remedy is amputation, which is often performed without 
success, the invalid being obliged to succumb to the hectic." 

" Let us neglect the general treatment, which of course is antiphlo- 
gistic, and have reference only to local treatment. Perfect rest is re- 
quisite during the inflammatory stage, but when this yields and rigidity 
of the limb remains, motion may he allowed to prevent anchylosis, to 
be desisted from on the slightest pain. General depletion not so con- 
venient as local by leeches, varying in number and times of application 
according to age and habit of the patient, &&c. In my opinion, cupping 
occasions more pain and topical irritation, and therefore must give place 
to leeches. In case of topical inflammation, besides local depletion, 
cold fomentations of water mixed with vinegar, lead wash, &c. ; if the 
inflammation be sub-acute and chronic, mercurial inunctions are without 
doubt best suited — so mild that they can be applied for an hour at a time 
without causing salivation. When the inflammation has been subdued, 
iodine or its compounds will be found of great benefit." 

When, notwitlistanding these remedies, the disease runs on to the 
9tC9nd stage, then, in addition to powerful internal resolvents (always 
having regard to the general health of the patient), those ex-ternal 
remedies are to be employed which favor the absorption of the preteiv 
naitaral deposit, and prevent further morbific secretion. " Among the 
most important of these means is vesication, either a perpetual one 
coveriivg the whole tumor, alternate occupation of half the tumor, or, 
lastly, a continual succession of small blisters around the tumor. Too* 
great irritation or febrile symptoms may, however, prevent their use.'* 

<< There* are vaimra otbev appliQatioos, such ^ cortex mesefei^f ^r 
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^«s Brodie recommends, a liniment of one part sulphuric acid to three 
parts of olive oil ; issues between the head of the tibia and the 6bula ; 
setons, moxas ; hut, (generally speaking, they increase the inflammation 
already existing. Turning from this point, we will now direct our atten- 
tion to those remedies which promote absorption ; and the first of these 
is the douche of warm water, it should be as hot as the patient can 
bear, and thrown from seven or eight feet, the width of the stream 
about that of the thumb. Fomentations of chamomile flowers or culi- 
nary salt, applied half an hour at a time, and three or four times in the 
dav, are of great benefit ; the vapor of warm water, too, electricity and 
galvanism, may also bo tried, but are not usually of any real benefit. 

'^ More recently compression,^ by means of adhesive straps, has 
been attended with some success. After the use of all these remedies, 
however, there is apt to remain a rigidity of the limb, even if it does 
not go on to the next stage, to be removed by subsequent treatment 
calculated to remove anchylosis." 

In the third stage amputation is the only hope of recovery to health. 
In Borer's " Traiti des Maladies Chirurgicales," directions are given 
when It should be omitted. Authors differ very much in what they con- 
sider a proper time for the operation, some being of the opinion that it 
should be performed early, and others delaying it till the very last mo- 
ment. Excision has been tried, but with very doubtful success. Should 
amputation be objected to, of coui'se the treatment can only be palliative, 
such as attention to the general health ; narcotics, internal and external, 
if the pain is vehement, or emollients where abscesses have begun to 
form in the soft parts. ]Liisfranc has. adopted rather a different course of 
treatment, and we will close by referring the reader to that autlior. L. 
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CANCER OF THE TONGUE. 

An operation of an interesting character was performed at the Massachu- 
setts Generjil Hospital, on Saturday the 11th inst. A man of middle age, 
who had long been accustomed to smoking, on being connected with a 
factory was forbidden to indulge in his old habit — probably on account of 
the danger arising from fire. He therefore, as a substitute, commenced 
chewing tobacco, and established the habit of always keeping the quid in 
a particular place in the mouth, by the side of the tongue. It was at this 
point of contact that the cancer was developed. The operation waa 
adroitly performed, and the blood staunched by the application of the ac- 
tual cautery. 

Cancer of the Breast. — ^A second operation on the same breast was also 

• A erne toctntly came onder the obsermtion of the compiler of this article, In which the dheae* 
had reached Uie lecond atafe before aiedical treatment waa fairly reaorled to. Great eonatiiaUonal 
aflhcUon and much local dteeaae were present, which were greatly relieved by the application of the 
tmch baniafB by Dr. UmiM. The ease helnc eUll ander ifeataeBt, the laaa^caaiioi b»kiiowa< 
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performed upon a female. Two indurated glauds were removed from the 

axilla. 



Extract of Red Clover (Trifolium pratens). — At tbe Shaker village of 
Canterbury, N. H., this article has been prepared several years, and with 
the families of that community, and others, who have received decidedly 
beneficial results from its application, it has a high reputation. We are 
assured by Dr. Corbett that on ulcerated surfaces, deep, ragged-edged and 
otherwise badly conditioned burns, there is nothing to be compared with 
it. In connection with a peculiar soothing property which it imparts to 
an inflamed, irritable sore, it proves an efficacious detergent, and pro- 
motes a healthful granulation. As the process of making the extract is 
exceedingly simple, the material being abundant both in the field and by 
the way side, it is worth the immediate attention of general practitioners^ 
from some of whom we hope to hear a good report of its medicinal virtaes. 



Rocking Truss, — Dr. Corbett's ingenious invention, which has been 
frequently mentioned with commendation in our Journal, appears to be 
making friends wherever it goes. Like its unpretending contriver, there 
is nothing particularly striking about it at first sight, but lime shows it to 
be appropriate in affording that sort of relief which it is the office of such 
instruments to effect. They are on sale at Kidder's, corner of Hanover 
and Court streets, and are left with Dr.* Leech, also, in Hanover street, who 
understands the application of trusses better, perhaps, than any other per- 
son in Massachusetts. 



Preservation of Sight, — There is a professed oculist and auristin Lon- 
don, whose name is quite familiar to the people of England, John Harri- 
son Curtis, Esq. who has been exceedingly industrious for many years in 
placing before the public, plain, easily-understood essays on the best mode 
of treatment of some of the organs of sense, when partially diseased. 
His charts of the anatomy of the eye are unsurpassed for beauty of exe* 
cution, and to the medical student, especially, are of immense advantage. 
The third edition of a duodecimo pamphlet, entitled " Observations on the 
preservation of sights and on the choicCy use and abuse of spectacles, read* 
ing glasses J ^c." is a very proper publication for those to peruse who be- 
gin to discover the approach of old age in a waning vision ; and were it 
re-printed here could not be otherwise than acceptable to all classes. The 
writer shows a thorough and scientific acquaintance with the subject, which 
is an important recommendation. He deprecates the abuse of spectacles, 
in a way that is calculated to prevent a great evil, provided the reader is 
willing to be influenced by cogent reasonings and facts. About as many 
eyes are ruined by the premature use of glasses, as are benefited by them 
when absolute necessity obliges persons to resort to their habitual use. 
The treatise is for sale at Ticknor's, Washington street. 



Dr. MitcheWs Address, — Notwithstanding our contemporary journalists 
are in advance of us in noticing this creditable performance — as soon as a 
copy was received, it was read, and with much satisfaction. The author 
seems to be a philosopher as well as teacher of his profession, and gives 
advice which is worth committing to memory by any one in the practice 
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of physic ; — ^it is an old inscription on the Continental money, viz., **fnind 
your oion business,** Should any one be influenced by tbis sage hint, he 
would be entitled to respect, sin''e it is a virtue in these times, in the esti- 
mation of many, to do this part of one's duty. 

Dr. Mitchell, professor of materia medica and therapeutics in Transyl- 
Tania University, gave this discourse at the commencement of the late 
lecture term. It met the decided approbation of the class ; and it is credit- 
able to their good sense and judgment that it was solicited for the press. 
It is due to the respectability of Dr. Mitchell, both as a gentleman and a 
professor, that a better comment should be made on the pamphlet; but our 
apology is, that several articles have been kept so long from the pages for 
which they were intended weeks agoahat they must no longer be delayed. 

Massachtueits Medical Society — Annual Meeting. — Instead of assem- 
bling at the Athensum, as in past years, the fellows will meet at the Ma- 
sonic Temple, Tremont street, opposite the mall, on Wednesday, May 
29.h, at 10 clock, A. M. 

Legislative Medical Committee, — It will be recollected that J. S. Bart- 
lett, M.D., of Marblehead, petitioned the Legislature of Massachusetts, at 
their last session, praying that the charter of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society *' may be declared void, and that he may obtain such redress of 
his grievances as the legislature can alone afford," &c. The business 
was referred to a select committee, and the memorialist and the agents of 
the Society were heard. Testimony — some of it of very little conse- 
quence, one way or the other — together with cross questionings by council, 
and a multitude of collateral things, twisted and twined to have a bearing 
on the controversy, are all elaborately detailed in the report of the com- 
mittee, which has just been given to the public. The document will be 
widely circulated, and in reading it, various conclusions wilt be drawn. 
We are informed that Dr. Bartlett is making ready for the next meeting 
of the General Court ; in the mean time copies of the report may be pro- 
cured hy addressing the Secretary of State, Col. Bigelow, at the State 
House. 

Medical Miscellany, — Dr. Elisha Huntington has been elected mayor of 
Lowell. A majority of the mayors of all the cities in Europe, as well as 
America, at the present moment, are believed to be physicians. — A young 
man of this city, accidentally wounded himself with a long-bladed knife, 
by cutting off the femoral artery, and bled to death before any assistance 
could be rendered. — The number of victims to accidents in the coal mines 
of Lieige, within the last seven years, was 243, besides 83 wounded. — 
Cases of smallpox were brought in the steamship Liverpool, to the New 
York Quarantine Ground. — ** The Doctor " is the name of a miserable 
little quarto-sheet herald of quackery, published at New York, edited by 
one Evans, of chamomile distinction. — There are seventy-one medical 
students attending lectures at the Maine School, at Brunswick — so says 
the catalogue. — A committee of the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, has been appointed to consider and report on the instru- 
ments best adapted for assisting hearing in cases of deafness. The com- 
mittee will receive instruments or apparatus designed for that purpose, to 
be sent, free of expense, to the care of Messrs. Taylor, Red Lion Court, 
Fleet street, London. 
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To CoEEBSpoitp«KT8.---The commoDicatioDB of Dr. Sewall, of WaahiDgto% 
and of R. A. M., were received too late for this No. of the Journal. 

Married,—- In Sturbridge, Ms., Dr. Wm. S. Saunders, to Miis Mary B. 
Bullard. 

DiBD,— At Wiiliaton, Vt., Dr. Jonathan Bassett, 49.— At New York, Dr. Lo- 
renzo F. Warren, 27.— At l^ittle Rock, Arkansas, Dr. Benjamin Kittredge, 45. 

Whole number of dealbi in Boston for the wcwk ending May 18, 25. Males, 14— remalev, XI. 

Of con«uinpiiou, 3— drop«y on tlie brain, 1— erysipelas, 1— Hcarlet fever, 7— teei hing, 1— old «ge, 1 
-^pleurisy, 1— drowned, 2— inflammatory ftsver, 1— lung ftjver, 2— palsy, 1— disease of the heart, 1— 
apoplexy, 1— delirium tremens, 1— stillborn, 8. 



MASSACHUSETTS MKDICAL SOCIETY. 
Thv Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society will be held at the Temple, Tremoat 
street, on Wednesday, 29th inst., at 10 o^clocic, A. M. 
The annual discourse will be delivered at 10 o^clock, by Enoch Hale, M.D. 

Literary genUemen interested in medical science, and students iu medicine, are respectfltlly iDTiled 
to attend. 

A stated meeting of the Counsellors will be held on the day Ibllowhif, at the Society^ Room, Athe- 
B»am Buildings, Pearl street. S. D. TOWNSEND, Recording Secretary. 

M. 22— 2w 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY' ^ 

FOR THK TRF.ATMKNT OK SPINAL IIISTOKTIONS, CLUB FKKT, FTC. 

At 65 Belknap Street, Boston. Patients from a distance can be accommodated with board in the taii> 
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Surgeon. 

We the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown*s plan of an infirmary for the treatment of Spiml 
Aflbctions, Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by oar adTiee when- 
ever called upon. 
John C. Warren, Geoi^e Hayward, Edw. Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John JeffHes, 
John Homans, M. 8. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Shattuck, Jacob BIgelow, Enoeh Hale, W. 
StroDg, George Parkman, D. Humphreys Storer, George W. Otis, Jr.. Winslow Lewis, Jr., J. B. 
Lane, Edw. Warren, George B. Doaue, John Ware, George Bortlett, John Flint. 
Boston, August 1, 1838. tf. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. ' 

Thb snbscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instmetioi. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Maasachuseiu Oeuenl 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of tlie House of Correction, which constantly 
presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be affbrded for acquirinffa 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will belhrnished with oppor- 
tnnities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the pupils, parUcn- 
larly to those in the last year of their professional studies, flicUities will be alTorded for acqnirinf a 
personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by examinatiODS or 
lectures will be given in the diflTerent branches of medical studies, during the interval between the 
pablic lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be ftamished to the 
students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. 31— eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Ja. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, ia. 

MEDICAL STAND IN NEW YORK ST.ATE. " 

A oooD location for a physician in a pleasant little village on the Erie Canal, a few miles froui fhe 
city of Rochester, may be obtained by the purchase of buildings and lot, worth about $1800. Name 
of the physician wishing to sell, and of the town, may be learned by application at this ofllce— tf by 
mail, post paid. M 3— 

TO PHYSICIANS. 
A nrraiciAR , residing a short distance from Boston, wishing to retire from proflMsional butlnsM, 
oflhra his estate for sale, which consists of good buildings and a small (hrm. The situation is as eligi 
ble for a physician as can be found in the State. For particulars. Inquire at this office. 
A. 10— 6t* 

notice! 

AFRTaioiAir in Grafton Co., N. H., of fifteen years* experience, wishes to exchange reatdeaca, to DHike 
eoUections and better his flimily. Undoubted reference as to character and professional merit can be 
had at this office. Partnership with a person wishing to retire from the laborious duties of the pro- 
Ihsslon would be acceptable. A 94.— eop6w 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOuTnaL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all conraunicationt muse be 
•ddreawd, post paid. It Is also nubiished in Monthly Paru, with a printed cover. There are two 
Tolnmee each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3^50 after three 
nontha, or $4,00 If not paid within the year. Two copies to the some address, for #5|00 a yaar, fa 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or saUsMCtory refhr- 
en^. Poatage the same aa for » newspaper. 
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EXTRAORDINARY TENDENCY TO THE FORMATION OF URINARY 

CALCULI. 

BY THOMAS BEWALL, M.D. 

[Oommotileated for ibe Boston Medical and Sarf leal Journal.] 

Salvador Catalano, aged 72, a native of Italy, came to this country 
ID 1805, io the capacity of sailing master. Soon after his* arrival he 
was employed by bur government, in the Navy Yard at Washington, a$ 
an inspector of ordnance. He bad hitherto possessed a robust and 
vigorous constitution, and a remarkable exemption from bodily infirmity. 
About twenty years since, while at work in the yard, he received a severe 
blow over the loins from an iron bar. Immediately after the accident 
he felt a desire to void urine, and upon making the effort, discharged a 
considerable quantity of this fluid, mixed with blood. This was fol- 
lowed by severe pain in the region of the kidneys, attended with symp- 
tomatic fever ; but after a few weeks' confinement, he was so far relieved 
as to return to his accustomed occupation. From this time he suffered 
more or less from weakness and stiffness of the loins, and from pain in 
the region of the kidneys, ureters and bladder, which occasionally ex- 
tended down the thighs to the knees, and when most severe was followed 
by a swelling of the testes. 

About four years from the time of the accident, having suffered for 
some days from an attack of acute pain travelling down in the direction 
of the left ureter, he discovered in his urine a number of calculi, about 
the eighth of an inch in diameter, ragged and angular. From this time 
he was induced to inspect his urine as it was discharged, and to filtrate 
it, and found that it yielded from a half to a full teaspoon of calculi daily. 
For one or two years he preserved the calculi thus collected, placing the 
product of each day in an apartment by itself. Within a lew days t 
have examined his cabinet of calculi, consisting of several hundred pai^ 
eels, which he preserves as a curiosity, and values above all price. 
From the slight examination I made, I should judge that each parcel 
contained from twenty grains to two drachms. They were obtained by 
first filtrating the urine, and then washing the residuum in several wa- 
ters, so that a considerable portion of the finer part of the concretioni 
Were washed away, as he told me, with the dregs. 

This patient still continues to discharge about the same amount of 

calculi as formerly, and from the account which he gave me, and from 

the specimens in. his possession, I should suppose that the kidneys mtjisi 
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have elaborated not less than one drachm daily for the last fifteen years, 
amounting in all to a little more than forty-five pounds. 

I have had no opportunity of ascertaining the chemical composition 
of this fonnation, as no analysis has been made ; but judging from ap- 
pearance, there is a difference in the constitution of the portions voided 
at different times, as they are somewhat various in color, as well as io 
texture and size. 

For some years the habits of Catalano have been sedentary. He lives 
mostly on vegetable food, with a small proportion of animal broth, and 
takes a few glasses of gin and water daily. He also drinks freely of 
melon and flax-seed tea, and also elm and other mucilaginous diuretic 
preparations. But the article from which he derives the most benefit, 
is the Harlem oil, which he takes in doses of twenty-five drops every 
other night. This medicine, he assures me, not only acts as a diuretic, 
but prevents the formation of calculi of large size, and that when he 
takes it the most freely the concretions are voided in the form of sand. 

I have regretted that this patient could not be placed under the in- 
spection of Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of Boston, who has devoted much 
attention to this subject, as it seems to afford a favorable opportunity 
for ascertaining, by a series of experiments, the influence of medicine, 
and the different kinds of diet, &c. upon the formation and chemical 
constitution of urinary calculi. 

fVashington City, May 8, 1839. 



CASE OF ACUTE HEPATITIS. 

BY K. B. ALLZN, M.D. 

[Communicated Ibr the Boston Medical and Borgical Journal.] 

The following case will fully illustrate the importance of keeping 
constantly in mind the old adage, '' nil desperandvm" and will also 
show the influence which calomel, in large doses, is able to effect over 
the diseases of the liver. 

On the 28th of June, 1838, I visited John Foster, and found him 
laboring under a severe attack of acute hepatitis. He was a laborer of 
about 38 years of age, and previous to his illness he had been at work 
on the breakwater then being built at the entrance of Portland harbor. 
Three days before I saw him, he had received a hurt in the region of 
the liver, but still continued to work during the whole of one day, re- 
gardless of the injury. On the day after the receipt of the hurt, he 
was attacked with severe pain in the liver, accompanied with violent 
vomiting. The pain and other alarming symptoms continued to in* 
crease, and on the tliird day of his sickness, when 1 saw him, he was in the 
following condition. Every part of the surface of his body was literally as 
yellow as an orange ; his countenance wore a bloated and deathly aspect ; 
his pulse was exceedingly rapid, and so feeble as to be scarcely per- 
ceptible ; the tongue was very thickly coated with a dark-brown fur ; 
his bowek had not been moved since the receipt of the injur}', and he 
HS complaining of the most excruciating pain through the region of 
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the liver and back ; the region below the liver was very much swollen, 
and excessively tender to the touch, and his back and whole system 
were so much affected that he could not bear the least movement, witb« 
out cr}'ing out as loud as his now nearly exhausted powers of life would 
permit. Indeed, he appeared, in everything, like a dying man, and had 
already been given up to his fate by the attending physician. 

Under these circumstances his case looked desperate indeed, and 
seemed to call for the exertion of something more than human skill to 
snatch him from the grave. At first I declined doing anything for him, 
looking upon his case as an irremediable one ; but at the urgent solicita- 
tion of bis friends, I consented to prescribe. He had already been bled 
to a great extent, and the region of the liver had been blistered. I 
therefore took no more blood, but ordered ten grains of calomel to be 
administered to him every hour, and hot fomentations to be applied to 
his side and back. 

29th. I saw him again, and found him somewhat relieved of pain. 
Ordered the calomel to be continued, with the addition of ten grains of 
jalap to each dose. 

30th. The calomel had not as yet operated as a purge ; mouth a little 
affected. Ceased giving the calomel ; ordered an injection, and gave 
a dose of castor oil, to which was added one drop of the croton 
oil. The next day, when I saw him, at two o'clock, P. M., be bad had 
free evacuations from the boweb ; pain in the region of the liver nearly 
subsided ; and, indeed, he appeared better in every sense of the word. 

From this time he continued to improve daily, and in two weeks he 
was able to go out. His skin, however, wore a yellow tinge a long 
while, it being more than a month before it assumed its natural color. 

In tbb case more than an ounce of calomel was given ; and it ap- 
peared to be the chief agent, the magnum remedium, although by some 
It noKiy be called the ancept remedium, in effecting the cure. 

Gray, Me., April, 1839. 



EFFECTS OF TOBACCO ON THE VOICE OF PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — ^The use of tobacco, I perceive, is exciting some attention in 
the Journal. I should like to make a few remarks, and if I do not 
agree with those who as moral reformers proscribe it as a useless, dis- 

Edng and dirty practice, absolutely deleterious and destructive to 
1th, it is not because I am an advocate for its use ; for it is a vjBry 
disgusting sight, whether firom association, prejudice, or whatever other 
cause* to my eyes. But truth is to be followed, wherever it may lead 
lis, and our sensibilities must succumb. 

I have not bad much experience as it regards clergymen, and the 
effects tbiEit tobacco has on the voice of public speakers. But 1 have 
had some knowledge of its use in almost all other classes in society ; 
have used it myself in smoking, more or less, for upwards of thirty 
years ; and though I have heanl it proscribed by the more sensitive of 
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physicians and others, still I was not, and am not now, able to dbcoref 
that its effects on the nervous or general system are so pernicious a* 
many would have us to believe, and, among them, Dr. Woodward. I 
should like to believe that the effects are deleterious, for I do think ic 
a very idle, unseemly and unsightly practice ; and 1 hope Dr. Wood- 
ward will, in his promised comnuinication, be able to prove that the use 
of it is hurtful. But while we see so many in the constant use of it, 
and apparently enjoying good health, it is difficult to believe that it mill* 
tates against health in any considerable degree. Its first efi^ts, we 
know, are powerful and dangerous, producing sickness, tremors, coM 
sweats, be. ; but after the system becomes a little accustomed to its use, 
it is constantly exposed to its influence without any sensible good or bad 
effects. That snuff affects the voice, will not be denied ; but it is a 
question whether the power of the voice is affected, even by snuff. 
The voice takes an unpleasant sound, owing to the nasal passages, as I 
view it, being thickened and closed, by the continued stimulus of 
the snuff. 

It does appear to me, so far as my observation has extended, that the. 
dass of people who use tobacco, in chewing or smoking, are the most 
robust and healthy part of the community. None chew and smoke 
more than sailors, and certainly they are a hardy and robust class. 
Many elderly women are confined to their pipe as to their food, smoking 
regularly after every meal, and live to a good old age. * 

A word with respect to its leading to drinking. 1 am inclined to the 
opinion that drinking leads to smoking, rather than the reverse. The 
cigar is used to while away the time till another glass is wanted. They 
are so far connected and associated. But the use of tobacco calls mois^ 
ture into the mouth, and would therefore seem to preclude the neoeesity 
of frequent drinking. Chewers and smokers spit a great deal, and it is 
this effect of the tobacco that is the most disgusting ; although 1 know 
many who do not spit at all, but swallow all the increase of saliva made 
by the tobacco, and apparently without any of the specific effects upon* 
the system. R. A. M. 

Topifield, Ms.y May 15, 1839- 



LOSS OF VOICE AND HEALTH IN CLERGYMEN. -NO. L 

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

My father was a Congregational clergyman, and from that circumstaiiee 
I had an early knowledge of many of his brethren in the vicinity. 
From fifty-five to sixty years ago, I well recollect a neigbboriog mioistet 
who had lost his voice, so as often to be unable to speak above a wbis^ 
per. He continued to preach, but his efforts were very disagreeable tci 

* Iknowaeveral men who haye constanily a ci^ar In tkelr rnoatha, axcaiitiBf only whesaatlig^ 
aleepmg, or at church, and ihey are evidently the moit perfect •pecunena of health, vigor and eneigy } 
and they are abstincnta, so far as all intoxicating drinks are concerned. Bo Ihr as my obaerratioB e«- 
t«nd«, thoM and those only who are in health use tobacco. It i^ loathed in alckntaa, md I !»▼• 
tnougnt that one of the aiirest ■ymptoms of returning health, waa a reliab for Ifae aocuatomed quid or 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lo9s of Voice md Health in Oergymtn. 849 

all but his own parishioners, who were accustomed to hear him. The 
difficulty was said to be the result of ill health, which be experienced 
ia his early ministry. He was well when I knew him, however, and 
Kred to be upwards of seventy years of age, preaching till within a year 
or two of his death. He was of a convivial turn, quite a smoker, and 
indulged full as freely in flip and toddy, as was compatible with his dig- 
ttity and character, at that day. 

^ More than thirty-five years ago, I knew a Baptist minister, who lost 
bb voice so as to speak only in a whisper, during a state of ill health 
for a year or two. He afterwards recovered both health and voice, and 
died of an acute disease, perhaps fourteen years since. 

I mention these cases, and have an indistinct recollection of some 
others, which go to show that loss of voice, though more frequent within 
the last twenty years, was not unknown among clergymen at a much 
earlier period. In one case, at least, tobacco was not a preventive. 

Halt a century ago, most of our clergymen labored some, particularly 
ID the time of getting hay. Nearly all made their gardens and cut their 
wood ; and several of tbem did considerable towards cultivating their 
own small farms. Their parochial duties were comparatively light ; 
they seldom preaching more than two sermons a week ; and from the 
composition of these they were frequently relieved, by exchanges about 
once a month, or oftener during summer. Most of them smoked to- 
bacco, and some of them chewed. I recollect but one old minister who 
took snuff. They all drank cider daily, and when fatigued generally 
took some flip or toddy. Very few of them, if any, however, were in 
tlie habit of drinking ardent spirit daily. That refreshing drink, small 
beer made from malt, was considered as being nearly as necessary as 
bread, in a family. Thus they frequently led very quiet and regular 
lives, without being exposed to intense excitement of mind, or over fa- 
tigue of body. On the whole they were probably as healthy, and lived 
as long, as most other classes of the community. My own father lacked 
eoly about two months of being eighty-eight years old, when he died. 

Within the last twenty years, it would seem that clergymen, in about 
equal proportions in our different denominations, have been breaking 
down by scores, and more particularly, as respects their voice. 1 have 
been more familiar with these cases among the Methodists, Episcopalians, 
and Congregationalists, though 1 presume there is a proportional num- 
ber among the Baptists. 

There have been some very striking changes in the condition of most 
ef the clergy of New England, since the commencement of the present 
century. In the first place their duties are much increased, public 
opinion requiring of them, in most places, much greater exertion than 
their predecessors commonly made. The religious meetings, benevolent 
aiBociations, societies for promoting various objects, and new organise^ 
tioDS of almost every description, are perhaps ten times as numerous as 
they were forty years ago. To say that four times as many sermons and 
addresses are now delivered before a given population, as was formerly 
the case, would be an estimate probably much below the fact. Besides 
these additional labors, the habits and manner of living, of very many 
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clergymen, are essentially changed. Few now have either leisure or 
land to enable them to attend to agriculture. Most of them have re- 
nounced tobacco. When they are fatigued, the slow process of self-re- 
storation is adopted, instead of the expedient of more suddenly reviving 
the exhausted powers of the system by the diffusible stimuli. Alcohd 
in all its forms is proscribed. Few use wine, and most even dispense 
with cider. Many families have dropped the use of co&e, some of 
tea, and a considerable number have materially lessened the quantity of 
animal food. Malt beer, that ancient, harmless beverage, is scarcely 
known. 

In these great changes, in duties, labors, habits, and manner of living, 
to my view, there is nothing strange in a proportional change in the 
quantity of health, for the better or the worse. And since in ministers 
the organs of speech are the most fatigued, and debilitated from over 
exercise, it is no wonder that they sctonest give out. A few may keep 
up under almost any kind of fatigue and hardship ; but a considerable 
proportion, under such exertions, and such a change of their early habits 
and manner of living, must prematurely break down. 

The principal cause of the frequent removal of ministers, at the pre- 
sent day, is obviously the same. In three-fourths or nine-tenths of the 
instances, they are dismissed from their people at their own request, 
and not from any dislike of their parishioners. They find it imposnble 
to compose two new sermons a week, while they are employed in so 
many other contingent labors. They must occupy a new field, where 
they may avail themselves of their old manuscripts. In this movement, 
however, they often do very little more than ^< change the place, but 
keep the pain." That these changes do not effect much, is evident, 
because among the Methodists, who rarely are stationed more than two 
years at a time in one place, ^here are as many invalid ministers as m 
any other sect among us. 

With respect to diet and regimen, though I think I have known many 
victims to starvation and cold water, I shall now say nothing. The 
greatest difficulty is, the clergy, as a body, labor too hard and too 
much. If the spirit of the age actually requires such excessive minis- 
terial duties, the only remedy is to follow the example of the Catholics, 
and increase the number of ecclesiastics, to lighten their individual labors 
and burdens. In fact, our puritanic ancestors had more than double the 
ministers of the present day, in proportion to their population. Almost 
every small congregation was provided with its pastor, and its teacher, 
while the ruling elders did many of the duties now performed by the 
minister. 

When we consider the excessive labors, in particular places, which 
ministers either assume or have imposed on them, in certain seasons, 
the great wonder is, not that so many, but that all, do not break down, 
and leave their flocks destitute of pastors. At such periods, too, there 
is generally an ultra temperance, by which the exhausted body is 
further debilitated by a diminution of nutritious food, and a disuse of 
every kind of generous drink. Even tobacco, which is such a great 
solace to the sailor and soldier on fatigue, is proscribed. 
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Such is the outline of my views upon the principal causes of loss of 
voice, and of the derangement of health, in modem clergymen. I may 
be mistaken in my opinions. It is not my wish to wound the feelings of 
any man, or to speak lightly of the movements of any conscientious 
body of christians. 1 would merely state the more prominent facts, as 
they strike me, and submit them to the consideration of the wise and 
prudent, wishing myself that my ideas may have no weight, if they are 
Ibund not to deserve it, upon mature deliberation. Senex. 

May 18, 1939. 



COUNTERIRRITATION. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir, — I wish to inquire, through your Journal, if any physicians of the 
U. States are known to have made trial of Granville's plan of counter- 
irritation ; and if so, what have been the results. If one may believe 
htm, he has been wonderfully successful ; and if the 100 cases which he 
reports are true, then his antidynous lotion is an* invaluable remedy. I 
wish further to inquire if ammonia, such as Dr. Granville uses, is to be 
had at the shops in Boston. He says it is more than three times the 
strength of the ammonia of the Lx)ndon Pharniacopoeia. Can such 
ammonia be obtained in your city ? and can we likewise procure distilled 
spirits of rosemary, prepared according to his directions, as given in the 
London Lancet of October last, and copied into the December No. 
(17) of the American Medical Library and Intelligencer ? If so, where 
may these articles be found ?* Most respectfully yours, &c., 

St. Johnsbury^ Vt., May 2, 1839. Calvin Jbwett. 



OPHTHALMIC REPORT. 

First Annual Report of the Ophthalmic Cases treated at the Northern 
Dispensary, Nero York, under the charge of Drs. Blakeman and Wal- 
lace. Reported by Dr. Wallace for the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal 

6. i^ryiUumet.eM^QI^^^^j^ . _ - 



L DiwaMfl of the C Pterygium ^- , ^ 
Anterior Membrane ) Strumous opntfeftlmia 
' lollammation, 1. Catarrhal 

5 ' 

S. Coqjnnctlva °' p 



a. flcleroltea 
4. Cornea 



do. 
do. 



1 
24 

__, 80 

a Granular 21 

b Villous - 5 

c Pale cedematous 5 
^ id Pale granular 1 
8. or new-bom children 2 
4. OonorrhcDal - - 1 



( do. (1) 5. Catarrho-rheomat. 10 
) do. (2) Rheumatic 



S. Iris. 



r Inflammation, strumous 
7 cicatrices and efl\islons - 
Onjuries . . - - 
^Inflammation, I. Rheumatic 
< do. 2. Strumous 

i do. 8. SyphiUtlc 



r Amblyopia 

7. Retina ^Amaurosis 

i Uemeralopia 

8. Adjusting Appa- ( Myopia - 
ratus \ Presbyopia 

Tinea 

Inflammation flrom 
Warts - - 
Eyelids { Abscess - 

Slye - - - 
Bums • 
^Tumors 

10. Lachrymal Ap.^Ep;Pj;j« ." . 
paratus \il^i^ . 



- 1 



88S 



The strumous cases readily yielded to the nitrate of silver as a local 



* On inqnlry, it has been aacertained that both articles may be had of Brewer * Co, dmgfiaia, Np^ 
n WaahlngtoB street.— En. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



399 Ophthalmic Report. 

UpplicatioD, and Lugol's solution of iodioe^ preceded by an emetic^ taken 
inwardly. 

The contagious ophthalmia is an obstinate disease, and there is much 
loom for improvement in its treatment. Of the numerous remedies 
which were tried, the sulphate of copper, aided by the internal exhibit 
lion of blue pill, was the most bene6cial. 

During the wars of Napoleon, the disease was brought from Egypt to 
England and France, and the disabled soldiers scattered over these 
countries, where it existed for some time, before its nature and method 
of treatment were discovered by Sir William Adams. Some ten or 
twelve years ago, by order of the British Government, their pensioners, 
among whom were many afflicted with this disease, were permitted to 
commute their pensions for lands in Canada, and a sum of money for 
outfit. As soldiers are not usually fond of labor, it is probable that 
some of them found their way to this city, and were admitted to the 
alms-house. At any rate, about that time the disease was disseminated 
with frightful rapidity ; one of the surgeons lost an eye, and many of 
the children became totally blind. After the severity of the disease 
abated, it assumed a^tnllder form, having for its characteristic, villosity 
of the eyelids. This obstinate disease prevails to a great extent in pub- 
lic institutions. The new comers are soon affected by washing in the 
same water, using the same towel, or applying the water in some other 
way ; and as the disease is seated beneath the upper eyelid, where it is 
not seen, the guardians of the poor will not be convinced of the nature 
of the complaint. From these institutions servants are frequently taken, 
who disseminate this variety of ophthalmia even amongst tlie highest 
in society. I have seen a severe case occasioned by washing in a bar- 
ber's basin. I have also known it to be communicated to teachers 
of Sunday schools. These are pretty plain proofs of the necessity 
of public liberality in supporting medical institutions, and affording 
facilities for medical education. 

The ophthalmia of new-bom children, which is so fatal when neg- 
lected, we found to be very easily cured, by urging the necessity of 
cleanliness, and at our visits removing the acrid matter by syringing the 
eye with tepid water. Weak solutions of the sulphate of copper or 
zmc> or of the nitrate of silver, once or twice a day, were almost all that 
were necessary. 

In the only case of gonorrhoeal ophthalmia that presented itself, the 
eye was lost. The patient had contracted the disease by sleeping with 
a person affected with gonorrhoea. As he was not aware of the rapid 
progress of the complaint, four days were allowed to elapse before be 
applied for relief. At his first appearance at the dispensary, the cornea 
was about to slough from the strangulation of its vessels by the swollen 
oonjunctiva. Though the most active treatment was adopted, the coats 
soon gave way, and the eye burst. 

One of the cases of cataract was treated by entering the needle 
through the sclerotica, and breaking the lens in situ. Though the per- 
son was advanced in age, the diseased lens was soon absorbed, and with 
the aid of glasses he can now see the most minute object. Another 
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case was treated after Dr. Jacob's plan. One of the finest sewing 
needles that could be procured — a No. 16 sharp — was fixed to a ban-« 
die and introduced through the coruea to the diseased lens, and the lat* 
ter broken as effectually as possible. As much absorptioii has not takea 
place, the operation will require to be repeated. In private practice wq 
have treated several cases in tliis manner with the most satisfactory re- 
sult. Little or no infiammation follows the operation, and almost no 
skill is required in its performance. On the third patient it was not 
deemed advisable to operate. 

The case of glaucoma afforded us an opportunity of being convinced of 
the utility of Sanson's method of examining the eye, and of appreciating 
Professor Mackenzie's opinion that glaucoma is not owing to partial opa- 
city of the vitreous humor, as was supposed ; but that the seat of the 
disease was the crystalline lens. 

Having heard so much of the effects of veratrine, it was tried in a 
case of amaurosis where strychnine and other remedies had failed. The 
skin being removed from a blister on the temple, the powder was scarcely 
dusted on the surface when the patient screamed with acute pain. He 
danced about like a madman, and when somewhat appeased, though a. 
full-grown man, he wept like a child. This is related as a caution* 

The removal of tumors has been firequently effected by an ointment 
composed of a scruple of the iodo-hydrargyrate of potassium to an 
ounce of lard. This preparation produces counter-irritation by exciting 
a peculiar herpetic eruption, while at the same time the mercury and 
iodine of this very soluble salt produce absorption of adventitious matter* 
its good effects have been experienced in discussing tumors in various 
parts of the body. A rather remarkable case occurred about three 
months ago. The patient, who was of a strumous habit, had received 
a blow on the temple about Christmas last. Shortly afterwards there 
arose on the edge of the orbit a swelling, which had increased to such a 
degree that in the month of March, when he applied, he was unable to 
open the eyelids. The tumor appeared^to be exostosis; the probable> 
consequences of which, in such a situation, seemed rather alarming* 
The ointment was applied every two or three days or as often as it could 
be borne, and in the course of six weeks there was scarcely a vestige of 
the complaint. This valuable addition to the materia medica was intro- 
duced to the profession by Dr. Channing, of this city, who published an 
account of it in the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, in 1833. 
Since that time it has been found in very many cases an agreeable 
substitute for the knife. 

As was to have been expected, the patients have not been numerous. 
Perhaps another year may afford a greater variety. 

Majfy 1839, 

TEETH AND THEIR DISEASES. 

[The following sensible and philosophical remarks are by E. G. TugkiuIi 
M.D., extracted from a manuscript discourse.] 
The fundan^ental error with regard to the preservation of the teetk. 
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arises from the mistaken notion of the inorganic nature of these parts of 
the animal economy. The teeth, in their external physical appearance, 
resemble inorganic bodies, and the superficial observer can hardly be 
convinced that they possess any, still less a high degree of organization. 
By this term organization is meant the possession of an internal structure 
of parts, adapted to the performance of peculiar functions. 

These parts, this organization, consist chiefly of minute vessels con- 
veying fluids. Not the grosser fluids ; not the blood in its totality, but 
its finer parts, and such probably as are adapted to the production and 
nourishment of the peculiarly dense osseous structure of which the 
teeth and their enamel are composed. 

Thin lamellffi from the teeth of the largest quadrupeds have been 
ground down so as to be semi-transparent. They have then, when 
strongly illuminated, been viewed through microscopes of high magnify- 
ing power ; and in this way, different orders of vessels have been abun- 
dantly demonstrated. Perhaps the question of the organic or inorganic 
nature of the masticating organs is seldom presented to the mind of the 
careless observer of nature as a distinct proposition. But they all pro- 
ceed in their treatment of these organs as if they supposed them inor- 
ganic. The common language, too, used in speaking of their diseases, 
clearly points to such an opinion. Nothing is more common than to 
hear talk about rotten teeth ; the teeth never rot. The experiment has 
been made of burying an extracted tooth in a heap of putrefying matter, 
and keeping it in that state for years. ' And it comes out as sound as 
it went in. The teeth rot if injured internally, just as your hand rots 
if you get a thoni in it ; and the internal and still more highly organized 
~-t. e.j more nervous and vascular parts, are exposed to the influence of 
external agents. 

The causes which lead to these morbid processes resulting in the de- 
cay of teeth, are not now fully understood. The Americans, especially 
American women, are to a certainty more subject to diseases of the 
teeth than the people of other countries. How far climate or the modes 
of living, separately or conjoined, may contribute to this effect, is not 
known. Those who enjoy robust health, seldom have the teeth exten- 
sively diseased. Such individuals now and then have a tug with the 
toothache, but when the offending member is ** cut off," the trouble 
ceases ; while others have the best years of their lives embittered by this 
scourge. In the present state of our knowledge, on this subject, our 
directions for the prevention of diseases of the teeth must necessarily 
be very general. It is not known that these diseases are occasioned by 
taking food or drinks, hot or cold, sweet or sour. Chemk^al agents in- 
deed have little or nothing to do with the matter. A healthy state of 
the digestive organs is the only circumstance known to exert an influence 
favorable to the integrity of the teeth. The mechanical process of 
brushing the teeth daily should never be omitted, if the only object were 
cleanliness. It is, however, beneficial by preventing the formation of 
the vile calcareous crusts, called tartar, which surround the teeth, and 
sooner or later separate them from the gums and render them useless. 
But it is doubtful if the brush has any tendency to prevent the caries or 
internal diseases of the teeth of which 1 have been speaking. 
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PRESERVATION OF HEARING. 

Such is the title of another of Mr. Curtis's pamphlets for popular reading, 
very neatly executed, typographically, and also on sale at Ticknor's, where 
medical books abound. A principal object of the author seems to be, to 
advise in relation to the choice and use of ear trumpets. In discoursing 
upon this topic, however, he surveys the whole field of acoustics, and 
throws much light on obscure and controverted points in the physiology of 
the ear. Although this treatise has run through eight editions, it is but a 
synopsis of a finished production on the same subject, of more voluminous 
dimensions, to be adverted to hereafter. As Mr. Curtis is a stickler for 
economy, he will be likely to find both friends and patrons in this coun- 
try, where it is no easy matter for a man who earns but a dollar a-day, to 
purchase an ear trumpet of silver at a cost of fifty dollars. There is an 
error abroad in supposing that a tube constructed of the precious metals 
conducts the sonorous rays with more effect than one of iron or brass. 
Mr. Curtis says that '* the cheapest and even the most unsightly trumpets 
are often the best ; and a common tin one, of the value of half a crown, 
collects more sound and renders the hearing more acute, than the Oerman 
silver ears which cannot be obtained, if properly made, under £25" 

There is a miserable contrivance in many of the druggists' shops, fabric 
cated of a spiral spring, coated with gum elastic, having an ivory trumpet 
at one end, and an ivory pipe to insert into the meatus at the other. The 
defect in this instrument is, that the tube possesses no advantages by being 
so long ; in fact, it is a serious objection. Again, the gum elastic de« 
atroys, to a considerable degree, the vibration of the metal, and the aerial 
impulsions are therefore transmitted under modifications that enfeeble the 
action on the auditory apparatus within the labyrinth. And, lastly, an- 
other objection to the machine, is its enormous price, which places it 
quite beyond the reach of those in moderate circumstances. 



Restoration of a Cltib-foot. — On Friday, the 17th inst.. Dr. Brown per- 
formed the operation for club-foot, on a lady 29 years of age. The foot 
was drawn downwards and inwards, so that for this long period she had 
walked in extreme pain, on the top, instead of the sole of the foot. The 
weight of the body has been borne on the os cuboides astragalus and meta- 
tarsal bones of the small toes — producing over them a thickening similar to 
a heel. The operation was performed by dividing the tendo-Achillisi 
which retracted nearly an inch. The tendon of the flexor longus digito- 
mm pedis was divided in the sole of the foot — and the tibialis anticus, 
where it passes the os naviculare. The operation was successful, the foot 
immediately brought nearly straight, and its position so changed that were 
the patient to stand, the pressure would come upon the sole of the foot 
She is now doing well, and bids fair to have the perfect use of the foot 
which has been so distorted from birth. 
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Pmnfid Affectum of a Nerve. — In consequence of a slight injury, some 

i^ears since, it is supposed by stepping unguardedly, a bright, intelligent 
ittle boy, at Charlestown, opposite this city, has sunered very frequently 
with intense and excruciating pain in a portion of the anterior tibial nerve 
of the left leg, about four inches above the ankle. No conception can be 
fiNTined of the horrible suffering, at times, of this poor child. From a 
condition of perfect comfort, he is instantaneously thrown into a paroxysm 
of the most dreadful pain that it is possible for a human being to endure — 
and then, just as instantaneously, the pain leaves him. All this, however, is 
undermining a naturally good constitution, embitters his life with the 
gloomiest forebodings, and wears upon the fountain of sympathy in his de- 
voted and excellent parents, who are indeed deeply afflicted — without hav« 
ing it in their power to ofier a single palliative to their stricken child in 
these hours of distress. All the usual measures seem to have been pur« 
sued, as the advice of the most distinguished physicians and surgeons in 
this vicinity has been followed. Not long ago Dr. Lewis made an in* 
eision, divided the nerve, and even took a portion of it out, without ma* 
terially diminishing the patient's agony. On dividing the fascia, however, 
transversely, we understand a sensation of extreme tension was removed 
from the point of pain—and he was supposed to have been made perfectly 
well by the operation. For several months he remained so, but the pa* 
roxysms have again returned with accumulated fury. What shall be dona 
to give permanent relief? The suggestions of our correspondents would 
be gratefully received. 



Valedietory Address qf Dr, Beck, — At the close of the lectures in the 
CoUege of Fliysicians and Surgeons of the University of New York, Dr. 
John B. Beck, the professor of Materia Medica and Medical Juri^m- 
dence, delivered a discourse, which is characterized by that elevation of 
thought, which is one of the distinguishing features of this gentleman's 
productions. The students say, in Uieir note, requesting a copy for the 
press, " it was resolved that a committee be appointed to present the cor* 
dial thanks of the class to you, for your masterly analysis and exposition 
of the necessity for mental discipline in the pursuit of medical excel* 
Icnce." It is laid up with our choice collection of native medical writings* 
with a hope that there will be an opportunity to republish some of it here* 
after. Those who read the addre^ carefully, will be both instructed and 
entertained by it. 

A third Medical School in Philadelphia, — From the various articles in 
the papers, in connection with the manifestation of feeling by private cor^ 
respondents, it is very ceruin that a third school has been projected at 
Philadelphia. Now the general objection raised against the project it 
this, viz., it is not needed, there being two already. But the friends of 
the scheme are indomitably persevering, and show so clearly that br 
creating facilities, the students will congregate there, in preference to aU 
•ther places in the Union, that it is not at all unlikely a third school will 
feceive a charter. 

Acanu Scahiei. — Although engravings of the itch insect have beeu 
given in works of science, and the journals have teemed with minute de* 
tails of its exact external conformation, the world is still full of doubters 
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Dr. Gordon called upon us the other day with one of these mooted indi* 
Tiduals»an almost invisible point to the naked eye — which he took th« 
day before from a person who had been six months afflicted with the itch. 
It seems that a question arose amongst the learned in pathology, what 
ailed the roan. Dr. Gordon suspected the true character of the complaint, 
and to put the matter beyond all question, (detected under the skin, where 
it burrows, on the very margin of a vesicle, a genuine acarus. This he 
has exhibited repeatecily in a powerful microscope, which enlarges the 
mite to the size of a filbert, and which crawled about over a concave glass 
with an activity that surprised the spectators. On the whole, there is no 
animal form in nature so completely anomalous or disgusting — particu-* 
larly when it is recollected that the human body is its appropriate home. 
The question is now placed beyond any further controversy — itch is caused 
by the presence of an insect, and is essentially local irritation produced by 
it. -One reason why those who have been unsuccessful in detecting it, have 
not succeeded, was probably because they always examined the fluid, 
when, in fact, the acarus scuds under the skin, from place to place, always 
avoiding, it would seem, the locality where its depredations has caused the 
excretion of a fluid. Thus, by fleeing, as it were, before the fire that it 
has kindled, or rather the flood that is in pursuit, it propagates the malady 
extensively over the body. 



Partial Sweating. — Dr. S. S. Marcy, of Cold Spring, N. J., relates 
a remarkable case of this kind, in the last No. of the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences — ^which No., by the way, contains a large amount of 
valuable practical matter. A man of temperate habits, who formerly suf^ 
fered from fever and ague, has, for the last six years, been subject topro- 
fdse perspiration, altogether disproportionate to the exercise taken. Wnen 
in a recumbent posture on one side, the sweating is confined to the upper 
half of the body and extremities, the under side being void of any mois-^ 
lure. On turning, the perspiration subsides on the side he has been lying" 
on, and commences on the upper side again ; the temperature remaine 
natural. While in an erect posture, the sweating is confined to the left 
side — his face on that side sometimes being covered with pearly drops^ 
while the opposite is entirely free from moisture. 



Dropsical Child. — An unusual case of abdominal dropsy recently oe*> 
eurred, in Broad street, Boston, in a boy, nine years old. The operation 
of paracentesis abdominis was performed on Monday, May 20th, by Dr< 
Willard, of Gharlestown, when seven quarts of limpid fluid were drawn 
eflf by a trochar. The patient was greatly relieved, and there is fair proa^ 
pect of recovery. 



Massachusetts Medical Society. — The annual discourse before the Medi«» 
cal Societyt his day, will be delivered by Dr. Hale, at 1 o'clock^ P. M« 
The advertisement, last week, was printed as received from the Secretary « 



Cause of the Loss of Voice in Clergymen. — We are in a fair way of 
having this question satisfactorily investigated by the most competent per^ 
sons. Our readers are respectfully recommended to read an interesting 
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article in this day's Journal, which was prepared hy a very distinguished 
professional gentleman who resides in a neighboring State. The coining 
week another paper, from our venerable friend, will appear, and also one 
written by Dr. Woodward, of Worcester. The subject has been taken up 
by the editor of the Southern Medical and Surgical Journal, and his re« 
marks, which coincide, in the main, with those of Dr. Mauran, with a re- 
ference to several cases, will be copied into our pages as soon as we can 
find space. 

Willaugkby University, — A constant flow of prosperity seems to attend 
the medical department of this flourishing institution. Although the 
youngest in the series of similar schools, it is gaining character with a 
steady hand. One cause of the success has arisen from the persevering 
industry of the faculty, united to courteous manners and true kindness of 
heart towards those who seek instruction at the University. The cata- 
logue for 1839 is on file. — It is of consequence to receive the last cata- 
logue which has been published, from all the medical colleges in the Union, 
by July. Those wishing to announce alterations or intelligence of any 
sort, which will be of service to the faculty, to students, or the public 
generally, are earnestly requested to send to the address of this Journal 
seasonably. 

Transylvania University, — We learn from the Lexington Intelligencer, 
that in addition to liberal donations from individuals, the City Council of 
Lexington, by an ordinance passed unanimously, has made a grant of 
S70,000 to the University and its departments, of which $20,000 are to 
be applied to the Morrison School, 95000 to the law department, and 
S45,000 to the medical department Besides this grant, the Transylvania 
Institute has received a fund exceeding $30,000 for the Academical de- 
partment, which it is expected will be increased to $40,000. A new and 
splendid edifice is to be erected immediately for the medical department, 
and a library and apparatus provided. For the library of the law depart- 
ment, purchases to the amount of about $5000 are to be made. 



Effects of Tobacco on Lobsters, — During the recent gales a larse ship 
from Demarara, bound to Liverpool, was driven ashore on the Isle of 
Anglesea. The crew were saved by the life boat, but the ship soon went to 
pieces, and the tobacco, with which she was principally laden, was washed 
among the crevices of the rocks usually occupied by generations of lob- 
sters ; these took to chewing " the weed," and the next morning the beach 
was strewed with the poor creatures, some weighing 10 pounds, unable to 
crawl. 

Preparations of Gold in Scrofula, — The preparations of gold have 
been recently employed by M. Baudelocque, at the Hospital of Sick Chil- 
dren, and by M. Velpeau at La Charit6, in cases of scrofula. At the 
former of these two hospitals the preparations of gold have been adminis- 
tered in enormous doses. M. Baudelocque has given the hydrochlorate 
and stannate of gold, in doses of from ten to twelve grains, without pro- 
ducing any efiect on the disease ; and, what is still more remarkable, with- 
out any apparent injury to the constitution of the children submitted to 
experiment. The oxide of gold, prepared by potash, was^ administered in 
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as high as twenty grains during the day. At La Chants, M. Velpeau has 
given 15, 18 and 20 grains of the hydrochlorate and oxide of gold during 
the day. Higher, doses were not tried, merely on account of the great ex- 
pense of the medicine. The above results are curious, because the pre- 
e rations of gold have hitherto been regarded as extremely poisonous. 
. Orfila says that the hydrocholate of gold is infinitely more active than 
the corrosive sublimate, and M. Devergie %nentions that at the dose of one- 
tenth to one-twentieth of a grain it produces more or less inflammation of 
the gastro-intestinal mucous membrane. — VExperience. 



Medical Miscellany. — Drs. Charles M. Maxwell and Samuel Jackson 
are the Assistant Surgeons, and Dr. ^homas Dillan, Surgeon, of the Con- 
stitution, destined for the Pacific. Dr, J. M. Minor is Assistant, but Act- 
ing Surgeon of the Brig Dolphin, fronx Rio Janeiro, at New York. — Mr. 
Combe has had the compliment of a piece of plate, at New York, on the 
completion of his second course of phrenological lectures. — Assistant Sur- 

feon J. B. Wells is ordered on duty at the Surgeon General's office. 
>r. D. S. Edwards is to enter upon service at the Navy Yard, Washing- 
ton, D. C. — A new medical board for locating a marine hospital on the 
upper waters of the Ohio, is in session at Pittsburgh. — Dr. Hogan, who 
wounded M'Ardle, in a duel, at Vicksburgh, formerly edited Duflf Green's 
Medical Journal, in connection with Dr. ratterson. — Dr. William Parker, 
late of Cincinnati, has been appointed to the Chair of Surgery in the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in New York, vacated by the resigna- 
tion of Dr. A. G. Smith. — Dr. Alexander A. Vache has been elected Phy- 
sician of the New York Almshouse. — The British National Vaccine Es- 
tablishment have vaccinated, by their several appointed vaccinators, during 
the last year, 18,659 persons, being 6241 more than they have vaccinated 
in any former year. They have also sent out, to various parts of the world, 
203,818 charges of lymph. They state, in their last annual report, their 
conviction that the lymph in use has not deteriorated, although it has passed 
through, since Jenner's time, as they very erroneously say, nearly a million 
of subjects successively. — ^Mr. Crampton, the celebrated Irish surgeon, has 
been raised to the disunity of baronet. — The operation of tapping the head for 
chronic hydrocephalus in a girl aged 13 years, who had been affected since 
birth, was lately performed at the South Dispensary, Liverpool ; but the 
child died on the tenth day. The fluid evacuated was perfectly transpa- 
rent and colorless, and amounted to eight ounces.-^r-Some curious and ap- 
parently well-authenticated cases of embryotic influence are related in the 
fate numbers of the London Lancet, together with a discussion on the sub- 
ject at a meeting of the Westminster Medical Society. 

Marsibd, — ^In Charlestown, Ms., John A. Brings, M.D., of Newburyport, to 
Louisa N. Devens. — In Boston, Dr. Samuel M. Watson, to Miss Elizabeth M. 
Carter.— In Southbary, Conn., Dr. J. N. Northrop, to Miss Nancy Peck.— In 
Bristol, Dr. J. W. Camp, to Miss Lucy A. Brewster. — In New York, Dr. D. B. 
W. Camp, to Miss Fanny J. Fox.— In Litchfield, Conn., Dr. J. Q^ Steams, of 
New York, to Miss Louba C. Judd. 

DiBD, — At Columbia, 8. C, Dr. Thomas Cooper, 80. — At Needham, Mass.^ Dr. 
Isaac Morril, 91.— At New York, Dr. John B. Jaques, 65. 

Whole nnmber of deaths in Boston for the week ending May 25, S7. Males, 13— Ibmales, 14. 

Of eonsomptlon, 9— Intemperance, S—apoplexy, l->lnfhnti]e, 8— fits, 1— ecarlet fever, 5»-lnof Ihrer, 
Ir-hooping eoQi^, S— deUrlom trtmena, 1— ftver, 1— ■tUlbom, L f^ \ 
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B60 Medical Adverii$€meiUs. 

NASSACHUSfiTTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

TBI AbdimI Bieeting of the Maaaachusetu Medical Society wUl be keld at the Tenple, ' 
street, on Wednesday, 29th inst., at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The annual discoarse will be dellrered at 1 o'clock, by Bunch Hale, M.D. 

Literary gentlemen interested in medical science, and studoits in medicine, are respectAilly iuTitcd 
to attend. 

. A staled meeting of the Oouiaellors wiU be held on the day fhllowlng, at the Society^ Boooi, Atht» 
n»um Building Pearl street. 8. D. TO WN8END, Recording Secretary. 



PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb subscribers are associated fbr the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instructloi* 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts OeiiersI 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which constantly 
presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be afforded fbr acquiring a 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be flimished with oppor- 
tunities fbr the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the pnpils, partiai- 
larly to those in the last year of their profbasional studies, facilities will be aflbrded for acquiring a 
personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by examinations or 
lectores will be given In the difRereat branches of medical studies, during the interval between the 
public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with lire and lights, will be flimished to tks 
students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. 8HATTUCI, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 



Oct. 81— eptf GEORGE W. OTIfl, Jl. 

viit •' 
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BROWN'S PATENT SELF-INJECTING APPARATUS. 

T^B* ondenigned resDectf\illy calls the attention of medical practitioners to a newly invented instra- 
ment, which is for sale at his store. No. 481 Washington street, comer of Elliot street. If physlcisn 
would examine the principles of its coostrnctlon, they would appreciate its osefblneis, and woiM 
. probably be induced to recommend it very generally in their practice. Physicians, druggists, sod the 
inhabitants of Boston, are particularly invited to look into the superiority of this article over the is- 
ventor's former instrument, as it now has the advantage of 6oodyear*s new India R«l>bee, which is 
allowed by all to be an entirely different article firom that formerly maiiufhctured. 

Feb. 6-«oply WILLIAM BROWN. 

TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

Tbs aohacribers, at their private medical school in Tremont street, olTer the foUowlaf fctllltlMta 
profbssional students. 

1. A daily attendance at the wards of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

9. Attendance at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Inflrmary. 

a. Opportunities of seeing interesting cases and surgical operations In private practice, in the dis- 
jMDsarles and elsewhere. 

4. Occasional opportunities fbr obstetric practice. 

5. Lectures on surgery, and practical demonstrations In anatomy firom recent sableeu. 

6. Regular examtnatioiis, as (hr as desired, in all the branches, in the interval becwMB tte IsaMiW 
4>f Harvard University. 

7. A private dissecting room. In which during the last year an abundant rapply of ■nf i W i WI nk* 
Jeeta has been gratuitously fbrnished. 

Eighteen gentlemen have entered this school slnoa its commencement in September last. 

JACOB BI6ELOW, 
EDWARD RETNOUIS, 

Boitotu Mom 15, 1839. 2am6m D. HUMPHREYS 8TORER, 

OLIVER W. HOUtaS. 

MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tfia tiibflerlbera are aseoelated for the purpose of giving Medical fnatrvecfoB. 8tai4eiitf wBI k* 
admitted to the medical and surgical departments of the Massschusetis General Hospital, msy m« 
C'lse:* in one of the Dispensary Districts, and have abundant opportanities for observing the s«sllpoK 
•nd varioloid diseases. They will receive clinical instruction upon the cases wbieb they witiiros, 
and during the interval of the regular lectures at the College, they will receive instrnctlon by lee- 
CurM and recitations upon the various departments of medical science. Ample opp«rt«aitlri vHI 
IM afforded for the cultivation of Practical Anatomy. They havp access to a large library, aad ut 
provided with a study, free of expense. 
Appllcatlont may be made to either of the ■obserlbert. M. S. PBRRT. M.D. 

H.l. BOWDITCH. M.D. 
J. V. C. SMITH, M.D. 
July t5-«optN— emtJy U. 6. WILEY, M.D. 

THE BOSTOiN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wadneatey, by 
P. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washingtoa St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all oommanications must b» 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, 9\S0 aAer three 



monthsy or $4.00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a 3^esi^V 
advance. Orders fVom a distance must be accompanied by payment In advahce or etltowftoiy refer* 
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MORTALITY OP INFANTS IN THE FIRST YEAR OF EXISTENCE. 

BT PROFX8SOR RAU, OF BXRV. 

1. — Comparative Mortality of Infants. 
Of 2^808,139 deaths which took place in nine years, from 1820 to 
1828, in the kingdom of Prussia, 751,077 were of children of one 
year old or less ; that is to say, 26,944 in every 100,000. In Amster- 
dam, Paris, and in France generally, the proportion of early deaths is 
somewhat less formidable, as the following table will show : — 
Of 100,000 deaths. 

In Paris, In Amsterdam, 
In France, 1818-21, 1816, 1818-29 
in 1822. 1826-28, (13 years.) 

(6 years.) 
10,1 16 13,456 12,358 were of children under 3 months, 

6,726 1,815 5,334 from 3 to 6 months, 

4,615 3,531 5,048 from 6 to 12 months* 



21 ,457 18,802 22,735 were of children of a year or less. 

Of 100,000 deaths, 
In Sweden, In Westphalia and Rhenish 
in 1821-25, Prussia, in 1820-28, 

(5 years.) (9 years.) 

22,453 21,727 were of children of a year old, or less. 

The mortality of infants is less in Paris than in France generally, on 
account of the number of foimdlings who are removed into the country 
directly after their exposure at the Hopital des Enfans Trouv^s : in the 
department of the Seme, in consequence of their thus being removed, 
the mortality is greater than in any other part of France. 

From th# above and other data, we leani that 

26.69 per cent, of the deaths in Prussia are of children under 1 year. 

21.72 Rb. Prussia and Westphalia 

21.46 France 

29.45 Department of the Seine 

22*45 Sweden 

525.54 Courland 

18.80 Paris 

- 22.74 Amsterdam 

aWO Philadelphia r^AK^u 

• 17 ' Digitized by VjO(J*vIC 



262 Mortality of Infants. 

According to Duvillard,of 1,000,000 persons born in France, 767,548 
only attain the age of a year. In the level provinces of Russia, 211 
out of every 1000 die before the expiration of the first year ; in Petets- 
burgh, 311 ; in Berlin, 276 ;.in London, 320. 

Of the whole number of children bom, 

23.24 per cent, in Paris die before the expiration of the first year. 

20.02 Sweden. 

33.33 the Province of Kasan (in Russia). 

21.10 Berlin. 

25.6 London. 

32.00 St. Petersburgh. 

31.1 Prussia. 

17.6 Courland. 

2. — Comparative Mortality of the Sexes. 
Of the 751,077 children under a year old who died in Prussia in tbe 
nine years, 1820-28, 415,305 were boys, and 335,792 girls. In Cour- 
land, tbe proportion of male to female infants dying under a year old is 
as 53.1 to 46.9 ; in Friesland, as 55.2 to 44.8 ; in Paris, as 55.5 to 44.5. 
The greater comparative mortality of male infants is in some measure 
only apparent, inasmuch as far more male than female children are born. 
It has been observed in Friesland, notwithstanding the disparity of male 
and female births, that at the age of forty the sexes were equal. 

3. — Comparative Mortality of Legitimate and Illegitimate InfmUt* 
In Prussia, in the six years from 1826 to 1831, 17.56 per cent, of 
the legitimate children died before attaining tbe age of twelve months; 
and so many as 26.46 per cent, of the illegitimate. According to Ra- 
mon de la Sagra, the rate of mortality of the legitimate and illegitimate 
children in the isle of Cuba is as follows : 

White population. Colored population. 
/ "- s / ^ — :: V 

Legitimate. Illegitimate. Legitimate. Illegitimate, 
per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. 

In the first week 8.6 7.1 11.1 14.3 

From a week to a mo. 2.6 6.5 4.4 5.0 

From 1 to 2 months 1.7 2.8 2.5 2.2 

From 2 to 3 months 2.7 4.1 2.1 2.2 

From 3 to 12 mos. 11.4 7.5 13.9 11.7 

4. — Influence of the Seasons on the Mortality of Infants. 
The season of the year evidently exercises great influence on the 
rate of the mortality of children. According to Trevisan, of 100 chil- 
dren bom in Italy in the winter, 66 die in the first month, and only 19 
survive the first year ; on the other hand, of 100 bom in tbe summer, so 
many as 83 survive the first year ; of 100 bom in tbe spring, 48 ; of 
100 bora in the autumn, 58. In Belgium, the rate of mortality in the 
first month, of children born in January, compared with that of cbiUren 
born in July, is as 33.21 to 17.19. According to the researches of 
Villerme and Milne Edwards, published by Dumeril, the mortality of chil- 
dren is much more considerable during the three- mister- months thifl 
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during the rest of the year in France, in the southern parts of which 
country it diminishes in March, but in the northern not till April. In 
Philadelphia, however, the rate of mortality is very differently affected 
by the seasons ; the season most fatal to children is from June to Sep- 
tember, and the least fatal season is from November to January. In the 
island of Cuba, the rate of infant mortaUty is not sensibly i^ected by 
the change of the seasons. 

5. — Proportion of Still-births to the Total Number of Births in several 
European Countries. 
In Prussia, it is 

Sweden - . - - 

Saxony - - - - . 
Hanover . . - - - 
Mecklenburg Schwerin 
Sleswick and Holstein - . - 
Petersburgh (1803) - 

« (1806) - 

Russia generally - - . . 

There are more still-births of illegitimate than of legitimate children ; 
it has been calculated that, where 3.166 per cent, of the legitimate births 
are still-births, 4.959 of the illegitimate are still-births. 

According to the calculations of Bickes, of legitimate male children, 
3.559 per cent, are stillborn ; of legitimate female,. 2.749 per cent. : 
whilst, of illegitimate male, 5.277 per cent, are stillborn ; and of ille- 
gitimate female, 4.632 per cent. In Leipsic, during twenty-five years, 
m>m 1801 to 1825, the proportion of children stillt^m to children bora 
alive was as 1 to 17 2-3 ; in 1822, in the district of Leignitz, it was 1 
to 15 ; in Arnsberg, 1 to 28 ; in Coblentz, 1 to 27 ; in Elberfeld, 1 
to 17 ; in Magdeburg, 1 to 18 ; in Dusseldorf, 1 to 26 ; in Minden, 1 
to 37 ; in Stralsund, 1 to 44J ; in Erfurt, 1 to 30 ; in Merseburg, 1 to 
21 ; in Posen, 1 to 49; in Berlin (in 1821), 1 to 19 ; in Gotha, 1 to 
10 ; in Paris (in 1822), 1 to 20 ; in Saarlouis, 1 to 16 ; in Vienna, 1 
to 36^. According to Casper, the average proportion of still-births to 
living-births is as 1 to 19. — British and Foreign Medical Review. 



INFLUENCE OF TOBACCO ON THE VOICE AND HEALTH. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

SiWLi — ^The first instance of the loss of voice in a public speaker, that 
came to my knowledge, was Chief Justice Reeve, of the Supreme Court 
in Connecticut. He was an eminent lawyer, had an extensive business, 
and was as distinguished as an advocate, as he was for erudition and 
legal science. Judge Reeve lost his voice at about the age of sixty ; 
be never afterwards spoke excepting m a whisper. He lived to the 
age of about eighty years. Till seventy years of age, he was Judge of 
the Court, and many years of the time Chief Justice. He had, at the same 
time, a large and respectable law school, at wbicb many a son ^^^ff[^ 
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chusetts, and most other States throughout the Union, received most 
valuable instruction, in his distinct and audible whisper. The writer 
has frequently heard him give " learned opinions " in the same manner 
from the bench, and charge a jury so that not one syllable of his lumi- 
nous view of the " law and the testimony " was lost by them. He 
continued to deliver his course of law lectures, till seventy-five years 
of age. 

In early and ^middle life Judge Reeve was in the habit of smoking 
tobacco, " which habit," says my respectable and venerable correspon- 
dent, " he afterwards changed to taking snuff. This, as is usual, in- 
creased upon him, until he used it to great excess; he took snuff for 
the last 15 or 20 yeara of his life." 

1 relate this case to show that the loss of voice is not exclusively con- 
fined to " ministers," and that even lawyers are not always protected 
fi'om the evil by smoking, or cured by snuffing tobacco. Indeed I have 
yet to learn that lawyers more frequently use tobacco than gentlemen 
of the other professions and other callings in life. That the practice is 
less in favor than formerly, with all classes of society, admits of no 
question. Thirty years ago a large proportion of the females in every 
community used tobacco by smoking or snuffing. Now these filthy 
practices are universally abandoned by the sex ; and yet not one indi- 
vidual, to my knowledge, has lost the voice, although it cannot be de- 
pied that some of them speak ^' long and loud." 

Wliile this communication is being written, a gentleman, with the 
" minister's ail," has called on me for advice. It has been in progress 
(nore than a year, and at the present time is quite bad. He is not a 
public speaker, but his business requires him to talk much. He has 
i)een a tobacco-chewer for many years, and had not lessened the quantity 
9t 9II when this difficulty in his throat commenced. Recently be has 
used it Oiore sparingly, from an apprehensioD that it was the cause of 
bis disease, or was making it worse. 

An auctioneer consulted me for an affection of the throat, since this 
QOtnmunieation was transmitted to the editor, which upon investigation 
proved to be the formidable disease which so often affects public speak- 
ers. Upon inquiry, I found he had been a smoker for many years, and 
still continues the practice. If this affection of the throat has not 
arisen from the use of his voice in his vocation, he finds it greatly ag- 
gravated by it. He, like many others, has bad some apprehension that 
the use of tobacco has had much to do as a cause of his disease. 

I do not believe that there is the least foundation in fact for the hy- 
pothesis that the use of tobacco affords a protection to public speakers 
from the calamity in question. But if it does, the evils which arise from 
its use more than counterbalance all the good that would result, even 
if it afforded ample and certain protection. 

On this subject I will cite a few authorities, of the ablest and most 
distinguished medical men and philosophers of this country and Europe. 

Dr. Rush bears testimony to the deleterious effects of tobacco on 
health in various ways, when used in moderation. '^ It impairs appetite, 
BKoduces dyspepsia, tremors, vertigo, headache and epilepsy; piUR£» 
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THE VOICE, destroys the teeth, and imparts to the complexion a disa- 
greeable dusky color." " In no one view," says Dr. Rush, " is it 
possible to contemplate the creature man in a more absurd and ridicu- 
lous light, than in his attachment to tobacco." 

Dr. Boerhaave says of tobacco, " When this celebrated plant was 
first brought into Europe, it was cried up for a certain antidote to hun- 
ger, but it was soon observed that the number of hypochondriacal and 
consumptive cases was greatly increased by its use." 

Sir Hans Sloane says of it, " in all places where it has come into use, 
it has much bewitched the inhabitants, from the polite European to the 
barbarous Hottentot." 

Dr. Cullen says, " I have known a small quantity of it, snuffed up 
the nose, to produce giddiness, stupor and vomiting ; and when applied 
in different ways and in larger quantities, there are many instances of 
its more violent effects, even of its proving a mortal poisonJ* 

Dr. Massillac informed Dr. Rush that his father lost bis memory 40 
years by excessive use of snuff. 

Dr. Parris says, " Tobacco is endued with energetic poisonous pro- 
perties, which appear to depend upon an especial action upon the ner- 
vous system, producing, generally, universal treinors, which is rarely the 
result of any other poisons." He further says, " Its use is not unfre- 
quently attended with severe vomiting, extreme debility and cold sweats." 

Dr. Ewell, after speaking of the good effects of tobacco externally 
used in some diseases, goes on to say, '' Happy if this plant of ' many 
rirtues ' could always be exerted for such beneficial purposes as the 
above. But, alas ! we are constrained to deplore not only the idle and 
expensive, but too often fatal abuse of it, by snuffing, chewing and 
SfDoking, practices which cannot be too severely censured, .especially in 

Joung persons and those of weak digestion, consumptive or of delicate 
abit." Dr. Cheyne ranks tobacco amongst the causes of apoplexy. 
Dr. Burrows, author of an excellent treatise on insanity, bears testimony 
against tobacco, both because it may produce disease, and because 
the notion that has prevailed of its curative power is wholly wiiliout 
foundation. Dr. Tissot once saw the smoking of it prove fatal. 

Mr. Brande, in his Manual of Pharmacy, speaking of tobacco as a 
medicinal agent, says, '* Its good effects are, however, unfortunately, al- 
most always very problematical, and the fainting fits which it occasion- 
ally produces are of a dangerous and alarming nature." 

Dr. Darwin's testimony against tobacco is in the following language. 
'^ The universal custom of chewing and smoking tobacco many hours in 
the day, not only injures the salivary glands, but 1 suspect that it pro- 
duces scirrhus of the pancreas. The use of tobacco in this innnode^ 
rate degree, injures the power of digestion by occasioning the patient tq 
spit out that saliva which he ought to swallow." Mr. Brodie is of 
opinion that through the nervous system tobacco acts directly upon the 
heart, deranging its motions and tending to bring on fatal disease of that 
organ. 

Dr. Franklin says that he never used tobacco, and he is disposed to 
think that not much advantage is derived iirom it, ibr be had never laet 
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with a man who used it, that advised him to follow his example. Find* 
ing his friend, Sir John Pringle, to have loss of memory and tremor of 
the hands, he advised him to discontinue tobacco, which he did, and the 
tremors subsided. 

I will not enlarge. After such an array of testimony, who can doubt 
that tobacco, in each of the several ways in which it has been customa- 
rily used, has destroyed more valuable lives, and broken down the health 
of more useful members of society, than have been sufferers from the 
complaint in question, up to the present time, or than there will ever be 
hereafter. S. B. Woodwabb. 

Worcester, [May 20, 1839. 



U)S8 OF VOICE AND HEALTH IN CLERGYMEN—NO. II. 

[Cominuiiicatod for tbe Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

The amount of my speculations upon the loss of voice and health in 
modem clergymen, is, that there is either too much labor, or it is done 
at improper times and places, or in an injudicious manner, or, more par- 
ticularly, by too few hands in the religious vineyard. I also suppose 
that not a little is owing to modern changes in the habits and manner of 
living of the spiritual laborers. Upon the former points the religious 
world would consider it as a usurpation, and perhaps justly, if our pro- 
fession should interfere. The subject of diet and regimen, however, 
with the kind and quantity of labor which individuals can bear, with 
safety to their health of body and mind, comes within our province. 

But here we are met at the threshold by the ultra reformers and 
ascetics of the present day. If we do not sanction all their extreme 
measures, wq are liable to be denounced as the opposers of religion and 
morals. Truth and reason are drowned in noise and clamor, and the 
most independent men are tempted to swim with the cuirent, or for 
the sake of their own peace, to retire from the field. In such a fer- 
ment, it is surprising and mortifying to think how many good men will 
yield, and join the multitude in opposition to their better judgment. 
Within the last three or four years, as respectable a medical association, 
perhaps, as any in our country, was put in confusion, and was near com- 
ing to a permanent schism, in consequence of a resolution which was 
offered, declaring the use of every kind of fermented drink to be inju- 
rious to health. It was with the greatest difficulty that it was put down, 
on the ground of inexpediency. It was found to be impossible to dis- 
cuss the subject, coolly, upon its merits. 

1 have already mentioned the age of my father. My grandfather, 
by my father's side, lived beyond ninety years, and four or five of his 
children, or more than two thirds of them, to about eighty or upwards. 
My grandmother, on my mother's side, lived to be more than eighty. 
She had four children, of whom one lived to be eighty-eight, and another 
eighty-five. Surely their cider and small beer, their principal drink, 
must have been a very slow poison. No, it supported, solaced, and re- 
vived them, when they were weary and fatigued, and, in my view, was 
iinquestionablY among the means of promoting their longevity. Shall 
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we deprive such people of the great sources of their physical com- 
ibrt and happiness, on account of their being occasionally liable to 
abuse ? All law, government, and religion itself, must be set aside upon 
this principle. Further, the instances are extremely rare in which wine 
and cider are habitually abused, unless the tone of the stomach has 
been previously injured by alcohol. 

The case is very different with ardent spirit, from what it is with the 
milder fermented liquors. Its abuse far exceeds its utility, and it was so 
common as to be a moral pestilence, making greater ravages, probably, 
than any other plague. 

^ As respects food, whatever may be the case with a few epicures in 
cities, in the whole cotirse of my life I have not known half a dozen 
fiunilies in the country that have lived too luxuriously. The great 
body of the people live well, but not high. I have no doubt but that 
the habit of taking a moderate quantity of cider with the meals which 
coDsbt principally of animal food, assists digestion, and tends to prevent 
dyspepsia. It is not a remedy, but, I think, a preventive. 

It is difficult for me to see any reason whatever, why a clergyman, 
after he has done preaching enough in one day to be ample labor for 
two, should not be allowed to refresh himself with a glass of wine or 
cider, and in the evening, if he chooses, calm his nervous system with 
his pipe. I have seen much injury, very evidently, from the abuse of 
cigars ; but very rarely, I hardly know the instance, from the pipe. I 
am not disposed to encourage the use of tobacco, since after the habit is 
formed it becomes a kind of necessary of life ; yet among soldiers, 
sailors, and perhaps physicians, I am led to think its benefits usually 
surpass its inconveniences. I rather suppose the same to be the effect 
with clergymen. 

Perhaps there is no class of men among us who have tampered so 
much with their diet, as clergymen. It is a curious fact, that I have 
never known a man turn his mind intensely to the subject of his food, 
that did not in the end become dyspeptic, and generally a monomaniac 
upon this point* It is true, that I could mention a gentleman who fre- 
quently boasts of his health, under a vegetable regimen. But I believe 
men in sound health very rarely speak, much less, boast of it. Be- 
sides, I believe, all the others of his family are decidedly invalids ; and 
one or two of them have prematurely sunk into the grave. 

It is generally supposed that most kinds of extravagan«3e, in time, 
will work their own cure, and that enthusiasts and fanatic?, if let alone, 
will finally come to the level of common sense. This daes not seem to 
be the fact with the ultraism of the present century. Crescit eundo, the 
longer it continues the more it rages. A most laudable, and, I may 
addy a truly philosophic and benevolent spirit led to the denunciation of 
alcohol, as a drink. Here was a proper place, where to draw a definite 
line. Why not stop here ? But the ultraist now steps in, and would 
strike it out from the materia medica. He next attacks wine, and joins 
the party that of old accused his Saviour of being a winebibber. He 
sets our churches in a ferment, by attempting to abstract wine from the 
eucfaaristy forgetting that his divine Master created wine for conviviality, 
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after ^^men had uell drunk" Cider shares the same iate^and tea and 
Qoffee yield id their turn. Spare diet follows in the train. One family 
lives almost entirely upon rice, another upon potatoes. 

There is something very taking, with a certain description of people, 
when conscience, or pretended moral improvement, can be made an 
excuse for indolence. A vast quantity of labor, care, and attention, 
is saved in a family that follows the ultra temperance and abstinence 
principle. It is also a very convenient excuse for dispensing with most 
of the rights of hospitality. It is very little trouble to provide for a 
table, where nothing but bread, rice, potatoes, and water, or perhaps 
milk, may be wanted, and where the luxury of butter is too great an in- 
dulgence. 

I do not mean to insinuate that our clergymen, as a body, have run 
into all these extremes. But still, I apprehend, they are tinctured with 
more or less of them, in a much greater degree than any other class of 
men among us. They did well in early renouncing ardent spirit. 
Here they ought to have stopped ; but many of them were soon led 
further, by patronizing one or two itinerant lecturers of their own pro- 
fi^ion. I have, in my view, the best evidence, that one of these popu- 
lar abstinence lecturers, who perhaps traversed every State in the Union^ 
was a monomaniac, or what is latterly called morally insane. 

With respect to the quantity of clerical labor that is needed, with the 
times, seasons, and manner of distributing it, that point must be decided 
by the clergy and their people. I have been much pleased, however, 
in seeing this topic lately discussed in a religious periodical, in a series 
of arttoles under the head of ^^ Too much Preaching," and am glad to 
find it has become a matter of attention, before the religious public, or 
rather that portion of it which seemed to think it impossible to over-act 
in a good cause. Any remarks of physicians upon tUs delicate subject 
would not be likely to be well received. A bare statement of iacts, as 
they have occurred in many places, without note or comment, oouid 
baitUy be credited at a distance, and would be apt to be considered as 
invifUous and malicious cariacature. In this point of view, if any referm 
is needed, it must be begun and continued in the bodies where the evil 
exists. Human nature is such, that a jealousy of foreign interference 
would b9 likely to over-balance any good that our profession could effect. 
I am decidedly of the opinion of the late President Dwight, of Yale 
College, thttt a good minister, even in a civil point of view, is the most 
useful man tUt his parish can have; and no idea can* be more injurious 
to his people, than that he is a kind of honorary town pauper, whom 
they are burdened to support like a gentleman. He gives much more 
than an equivalent for all he receives. It is very painful, therefore, to 
see such a man prematurely break down ; and it is often very difficult 
to supply his loss. It is to be feared that one important principle is 
often overlooked by an ardent and conscientious clergyman. Our du- 
ties never clash. Any hbor that materially endangers his body or mind, 
cannot be his duty. He must so husband his powers to-day, as to be 
able to work to-morrow. When he is much exhausted, it is a tempo- 
rary di3ea5e9 which often requires a temporary refreshment. If his de- 
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bilitated system ]» left spontaneously to restore itself, the elasticity of 
his constitutioD may not be sufficient, but the foundation may be laid Sot 
an incurable malady. '^ Give strong drink to him that is ready to perish, 
and wine to those that be of heavy hearts." — Prov. 91, 6. It seems 
that Timothy was a zealous total-abstinence man, or the advice would 
not have been necessary, to ^' use a little wine foi* thy stomach's sake." 
May, 1339. Ssnex. 



INSTRUMENTAL LABOR. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — Having noticed an article in No. 4, of the present volume of the 
Journal, headed '' Instrumental Labor," which reminded me of a case 
that lately occurred in my practice, I send you some minutes of the 
same, which you may use as you think worthy or proper. I furnish 
this, not because I consider it such as may not fi^equently have occurred, 
but as furnishing some further evidence to Dr. Howard, the author of 
the article alluded to, how much infants may sufier in such cases, and 
yet survive, 

March 2, 1839, I was called in great haste to attend a Mrs. W., aged 
20, of robust, plethoric habit, in labor of her first child. The midwife 
in attendance stated that she had been in labor about nineteen hours^^ 
that there had been no progress in it during the night past — but that 
all was righty and she omy wanted strong patTiSy &lc. About 3 hours 
previous to my arrival, she had been attacked with convulsions, which 
recurred with fearful rapidity and violence about every 10 minutes. 
The pupils of the eyes were much dilated, and she was insensible to all 
external impressions. On examination the head was found to have 

Eassed the upper strait. She was immediately bled to xxxij. 3 from 
oth arras, which rendered her more tranquil ; but failing to restore 
consciousness in any degree, I delivered by the forceps a living cfUld. 
The convulsive paroxysms continued, but with less severity and fre- 
quency, for eight hours. Under the appropriate treatment, conscious* 
ness was gradually restored, and she soon recovered her usual state of 
health, but with a temporary weakness of vision. Both mother and 
child are now in good health. 

This case made considerable impression on my mind at the time of its 

occurrence, on account of the unexpected result both to mother and 

child — from the length of time the child's head bad been low in the 

pelvis, and from the aggravated form and continuance of the convulsions* 

Pembroke, Me., May 20, 1839. B. Atkinson, M.D. 



DISEASE OF THE KIDNEYS. 

BY SIR B. C. BRODUB. 

I HAVE frequently had occasion to draw your attention to cases of 
diseased kidney, simulating diseased bladder ; and the diagnostic marks 
by whidi you may distin^ish the one firom the other, are these. In 
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disease of the kidney the symptoms generally consist of a frequent de- 
sire to void the urine, pain along the urethra, and pain referred to the 
pubes and neck of the bladder after making water ; the urine is in gene- 
ral acid, and almost always albuminous. I had a case a short time since 
which strikingly illustrated the truth of this diagnosis. A gentleman 
came to me with all the above symptoms ; I tested his urine, both by 
nitric acid and by heat, and it proved to be always albuminous. I found, 
upon further inquiry, that he had voided a small calculus when be was a 
child, and that he had been subject to irregular attacks of fever, one of 
which had preceded the symptoms for wbk^h he consulted me. He 
died eventuaJly of a disease which I do not think I ever met with before, 
viz., ulceration of the coats of the galUbladder from the pressure of a 
gallstone, and consequent effusion of bile into the peritoneal cavity. I 
had the opportunity of examining this case after death ; I found the uri- 
nary bladder perfectly healthy, but the kidneys were diseased. One of 
them was soft and pulpy, and quite degenerated in structure ; in the 
other I found two calculi, closely invested by surrounding membrane, 
and a large deposit of urine above' them. It is not always that you 
have the opportunity of examining these cases before disease in the 
bladder is set up, which it always is eventually if the disease remains 
unchecked. These cases are sometimes very puzzling, for it is not in 
every case that you have, that medicine is of any avail ; for what can 
you do with your medicines when a patient has a calculus imbedded in 
the kidney ? Why, you can do nothing. In cases where this does not 
occur, you will find the patient derive much benefit from the uva ursi, or 
the wild carrot-seed tea. With reference to a case of diseased kidney 
that was some short time since in the hospital, Sir Benjamin Brodie ob- 
served that such disease would, if it ran its course, bring on diseased 
bladder, diseased prostate gland, calculi in the bladder, and diseased 
testis, and the converse might be said of many of these latter diseases 
bringing on irritation in the kidney. SoTnetimes the secondary disease 
was the first one which attracted the notice of the surgeon^ and was in 
many instances produced at first by sympathy only, which in the end 
degenerated into real disease, in which way only could be explained the 
identity of affection between the kidney and bladder in these cases. 
Sir B. Brodie related the case of a lady who had disease of the bladder 
from the impaction of a mulberry calculus in the kidney. 

Some time since a boy was admitted into the hospital under Sir B. 
Brodie's care. He labored under severe pain in the groin, with inability 
to pass his water. These symptoms were soon relieved by the use of 
appropriate remedies. At times he passed several small calculi by the 
urethra, which, on being carefully analysed by Dr. Prout, proved to be 
phosphatic in their species and composition. The patient had also 
some pain in the region of the kidney, but no particular irritability of 
the bladder manifested itself, except when any difficulty occurred in 
passing his urine, from portions of phosphatic calculi stopping up the 
passage of the urethra. 

He died about thirteen months after his admission, and on a post- 
mortem examination being made, the following appearances preseoted 
themselves. 
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The general external appearance of the body was (edematous, and 
there was some redness over the upper part of the thighs, from urinary 
excoriation. On opening the abdomen it was found to be ascitic ; the 
li^er was hypertrophied, and densely gorged with blood, but its ki- 
ternal structure revealed no organic change. The general intestinal su- 
perfices was redder than natural ; the appearance of the stomach pre- 
sented nothing abnormal. On examining tlie kidneys (the patbobgical 
appearance of which it was expected would reveal the cause of death), 
the left one was found to be much larger than natural, and its general 
structure engorged with blood. Its external surface was soft, spongy, 
and easily friable, and dotted with numerous small cysts, containing 
serum. On cutting into it, it was found to be highly iniected, and two 
minute portions of calculi were discovered, each weighing, we should 
presume, at least half a grain ; these were supposed by Sir B. Brodie 
to consbt of phosphate of lime, and were taken to Dr. Prout for analy- 
sation. The right kidney was much dimmished in size, and softened in 
texture, but presented no other unusual abnormal appearances worthy 
of being recorded. The canal of each ureter was enlarged to double its 
natural character ; the bladder was contracted in size, and its external 
surface was rugose and pouchy. 

The chest, the lungs and bronchial apparatus were found in a healthy 
state. The cavity of the pericardium was much distended with fluid; 
and on laying open the heart, the walls of the left side were found 
enormously thickened and extensively hypertrophied, but no disease of 
the valvular apparatus could be discovered. 

Sir Benjamin Brodie remarked, that to account for the thickened 
state of the walls of the heart there must have been some obstruction to 
the circulation somewhere ; where that obstruction was, however, this 
dissection did not reveal. Some cases of aneurism of the aorta, com- 
bined with diseased kidney, were detailed by Sir Benjamin, but as they 
bore no similarity to the present case, inasmuch as aneurism did not 
exist, we have not recorded any notes of them. — Lancet. 
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MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Perhaps no annual meeting of the members of our State Society was 
ever more pleasantly and harmoniously conducted since its incorporation, 
than that on Wednesday last. Being absent from the Temple two or 
three times in the course of the morning, no good opportunity was afforded 
for chronicling the order of business methodically. Only a small part of 
the address was heard by us, and that at the close ; hence we must wait 
tile regular publication of the Secretary, for particulars. On Thursday 
the Council re-elected George C. Shattuck, M.D., President. All the 
other officers remain essentially as they were last year. The details of 
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the organization of a committee, which is to assemble on the 10th of Jaly, 
at Worcester, to act and report upon a proposition to make very important 
changes in the Society, will be given in full at a subsequent period. 



PRACTICAL SURGERY • 

Thb profession in this country are familiar with the high character of Mr. 
Liston's system of Practical Surgery. It requires, therefore, no extraor- 
dinary exertion to persuade practitioners that the last republication of that 
gentleman's work, must necessarily be the best, when the fact is stated 
that additional notes and illustrations have been made by a very corape* 
tent person. We have seen a new edition by James Crissy, of Phila* 
delphia, which has received improvements at the hand of Geo. W. Norris, 
M.b., one of the surgeons of the Pennsylvania Hospital. In this, there 
are one hundred and twenty engravings on wood, without which, after 
having once discovered their importance in conveying to the mind of the 
reader a distinct idea, the volume would indeed seem imperfect and much 
less valuable. Although much cannot be said in commendation of the 
beauty of the engravings — some of them being but poor specimens of the 
xylographic art — still they accurately explain the text, the great object in 
view. A treatise on operative surgery, in these times, without some sort 
of pictorial guide, would be quite defective, particularly to the student, 
since so much has been done by the assistance of the designer and engra* 
ver in modern productions. 

Dr. Norris assures us that the " character of the book is strictly practi* 
cal — ^being concisely written." " The editor has restricted himself to 
adding a few brief notices of the manner in which some of the more com- 
mon surgical affections are treated with us, at the same time that he has 
called the attention to certain points which have been passed over lightly 
by the author." Thus we are presented in a modest, unassuming manner, 
with what Dr. Norris has done— and by an attentive examination, it will 
be perceived that he is entitled to much more credit than he claims. 

It strikes us that this will be patronized; in fact, it deserves to be well 
circulated, as it gives the latest intelligence in the department of surgery, 
in England and America. Whether it is on sale in Boston, or not, we 
have not been informed, but a good supply should be furnished for the 
New England States. We like to have every new volamei and as 
speedily, if possible, as our neighbors in New York and Philadelphia. 



Phrenological Busts, — Mr. Fowler has made a decided improvement in 
arranging the organs, as commonly seen on those plaster busts which are 
used in learning their localities. It consists in so developing each, that 
they are elevated above the common level of the skull. In passing the 
hand over the cast, the beginner detects the several prominences with the 
fingers, and thus easily fixes in his mind the place and connection of the 
whole group. Without some such guide, it would seem to require a pro- 
digious amount of practice before the manipulating phrenologist could con- 
duct an examination on the living subject with any degree of accuracy. 
In point of execution, the work is faultless. As most libraries are now 

* Practical Bursary •, with one hundred and twenty engravingi on wood. By Robert Liiton, Sup* 
faon ', with notea and additional iilustrationa, by George W. Norria, M.D., one of the Surgeooa of Che 
PenoaylTaiiiA Hoapttal. Philadelphia : J. Crlaby. 8to., p. 970. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Medical BUeUigence. e?8 

oiTiamented with these sorts of specimens of science, and as it is also de* 
sirable to know something about how the land lays, it may be of impor- 
tance to state that Mr. Fowler's improved casts, to be had at No. 135 
Nassau street, New York, and also in Philadelphia and Boston, certainly 
have a superiority over all other plaster models. 



Hospitals in London. — There are nine great hospitals in London, viz. ; 
Sl Bartholomew's, West Smithfield, founded by Henry VIIL, 1539 ; St. 
Thomas's, by Edward VL, 1553 ; Guy's, at the entire charge of Thomas 
Guy, 1721; Westminster, 1719; St. George's 1733; London Hospital, 
1746; Middlesex, 1745; University Hospital, Charing Cross, 1818. The 
minor hospitals are — the Seamen's Floating Hospital, which had 2731 
cases in 1837-— expenses annually 6335^. London Fever Hospital, 
erected in 1802, average annual number of patients 400 ; expenses from 
1200 to 1400Z. Smallpox and Vaccination Hospital, instituted 1746— ex^ 

emses 900/. Lock Hospital (venereal cases only), erected 1770. St. 
uke's Hospital for lunatics, 1751. Bethlehem Hospital for Lunatics, in- 
corporated by Henry VIII., and cost 123,000/, St. Marylebone Parochial 
In6rmary, and St. rancras Infirmary. Besides these, there are fifty-four 
dispensaries, completely organized, having every possible convenience for 
managiDg the sick, in door and out, with a full howrd of medical officers 
and surgeons. In these are embraced ophthalmic and lying-in charities, 
truss societies, the Royal Jennerian institution, and asylums for the medi- 
cal care of the deaf and dumb. In St. George's and St. James's dispen* 
saries, 700 obstetrical cases occurred in one year. The resident apothe* 
cary has a salary of lOOZ. per annum. At the Western General Dispen-* 
sary, the expenditures in one year were 585/. At the Royal Universal In* 
firmary for children, erected in 1816, from January 1837 to 1838 wer© 
2389 cases. At the London Midwifery Institution, instituted 1828, the 
number of deliveries, from 1828 to 1833, was 3644. Since that date no 
statistics have reached us. . To manage the medical and surgical duties ot 
these various institutions, all having express reference to the sick, risingp 
of two hundred and twenty physicians and surgeons, assistants andapothe^ 
caries, are required. 



Facts in Dietetics, — ^In connection with the facts respecting longevity,, 
related by oi^r correspondent Senex, in this day's Journal, we beg leave ta 
record the following, which need no comment. 

A )ady died, in December last, in a neighboring town, aged 96. She 
had lived in ihe family of her third son (now 70 years old) for the 
last thirty-seven years, and her death was the first which has occurred in 
the family since the marriage of that son, 42 years ago, though they have 
brought up eisfht children, and have always had apprentices or hired men 
with them. All but two of these children have removed from the paternal 
house, five have families of their own, are in good health, and of their chil- 
dren (eleven in number) not one has died. In this family flesh meat has 
been used, generally three times a-day, during the time above mentioned, 
and the old lady first named seldom failed to partake of it freelv, and 
was, indeed, so partial to it through life, that she was in the habit of mak- 
ing it the most important part of her meals. She was also, like all the 
rest of our good old ladies, warmly attached to the use of tea, in which 
she indulged twice, and frequently three times a-day. She likewise, till 
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within a few years, with the rest of the family, partook moderately of ci- 
der with dinner, and also at other times. She never smoked tobacco, bat 
used snuff pretty freely. 



Mechanism of Bhisking, — The phenomenon of blushing is not the ce* 
suit of an exciting^ nor, strictly speaking, of a depressing emotion — ^but it 
is a compound of both ; in other words, it is the product of a mixed emo* 
tion of the mind. The internal faculty excites an indescribable sensation, 
which causes the face, the external field of action, to droop or assume the 
aspect of depression. Compare the flush of rage wiih that of shame, and 
the appearance of the features in both instances, which, perhaps, may de- 
monstrate more clearly what I have asserted. The color is nearly the 
same in both cases ; but, observe the striking difference in the counte- 
nance — the features of the one are strained to a point, whilst those of the 
other languish. In the former, the countenance, the "mirror of the soul," 
reflects the true image of the internal excitement ; whereas in the latter, 
the external image, if we were to reason from analogy, is false. — Frtfm 
Dr. Burgesses *' Physiology of Bltishing,*' 



DessauWs Treatment of Hospital Erysipelas. — As soon as ever Des- 
sault perceived any trace of the development of erysipelas after wounds, 
operations, &;c., he immediately administered to the patient one grain of 
tartar emetic in a large quantity of water. The unfavorable symptoms 
immediately diminished after the administration of the draught, and some- 
times disappeared altogether, even when the only effect of the medicine 
was to increase the urine, and augment the cutaneous transpiration ; were 
the symptoms more obstinate, he then gave the draught two or three times, 
or oftener; as the fever disappeared, and nothing remained but some un- 
pleasant bitter taste in the mouth, he completed the cure with one or two 
purgatives. Dessault assures us that he never met with a case of hospital 
erysipelas (and there were many of them at the Hotel Dieu in his time) 
which resisted this method of treatment. He remarked that the disease 
was always most obstinate and severe in persons who had been bled seve- 
ral times. — Gaz. Med. 



Exposure under Inoculation, — In the case of the King v. Bennett^ re- 
ported in Maule and Selvvyn, the defendant, an apothecary, was in- 
dicted for having inoculated for the smallpox, several infants, and, while 
they were dangerously ill of the said disease, unlawfully and injuriously 
causing them to be carried into the public streets and highways. The de- 
fendant was found guilty. Mr. Justice Le Blanc, in passmg sentence, 
observed, that the introduction of vaccination did not render the practice 
of inoculation for the smallpox unlawful, but that in all times it was an 
indictable offence to expose persons infected with contagious disorders in a 
public place of resort. The defendant was sentenced to six Tfumths* im- 
prisonment. 

[We trust that this example will be followed in analogous cases. It is 
the duty of every humane and well-intentioned individual to give such in- 
formation as may lead to the punishment of those who wilfully propagate 
8mallpoj(. — Ed. Lancbt.] 
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Medical FormultB, — A little work was published in London, last year, 
containing a collection of medical formulse from the writings of the most 
eminent physicians, and edited by D. Spillan, M.D., Fellow of the King 
and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland. We have received a copy, 
and propose introducing the formulae into our pages, a few at a time, as we 
find room. 

Mixtures, No 1. — R. Antimonii potassio-tartratis, gr. ij. ; aqus destil- 
latflB, 3ij- M. Adhibeatur cochleare unum parvum subinde donee evo- 
mat sger. 

No. 2. — R. Tinctur© scillae, 3ij. ; oxymellis, 3iv. ; aqu® destillat®, 
3 ij- M. Sumat cochleare minimum subinde. 

No. 3. — R. Mist, amoniaci, Siij. ; oxymel. scill©, 3iv. M. Sumat 
cochleare minimum subinde. 

No. 4. — R. Infus. polygalae, giv. ; syrup, ipecac, 3i. ; oxymel. scillae, 
3iij. M. Cochleare minimum subinde. 

No. 5. — R. Mist, camphors, mist, amygd. dulc, aajij- ; liquor ammo- 
nisB acetatis, giss. ; spir. aetheris nitrici, vini amtim. potassio-tartratis, 
aaSiiss. ; syrup, tolutani, 3iss. M. Sumat cochlearia duo ampla se* 
cundis horis. In catarrh. 



Medical Miscellany. — The monthly Part of our Journal for June 1, 
comprising the May weekly Nos., contained no less than twenty original 
communications, which were written for its pages by physicians residing 
in ten different States. — A woman lost her life in New York, last week, 
by taking oxalic acid, through mistake, for salts. — A committee of the 
Legislature of Connecticut have reported in favor of appropriating 820,000 
for an asylum to receive the insane poor of the State, supposed to be eight 
hundred in number. — Lectures on animal magnetism are absorbing the 
attention of all classes in England. Men of high professional rank are 
either exceedingly devoted to the progress of this imposition, as truth, or 
else they are mad. — A man recently died at Catskill, N. Y.,from drinking, 
on a bet, five pints of clear spirit, chiefly whiskey, in thirty minutes. — Dr. 
Lyndon A. Smith and Dr. Lewis Conduit, of New Jersey, who were ap- 
pointed commissioners to visit the various institutions in New England 
for the accommodation of the insane, and report to the next Legislature of 
that State, are now on a tour of observation. They were in Boston last 
week, and dined with the Massachusetts Medical Society. — A mechanic, 
of Amesbury, writes us that he is the inventor of the new tooth instru- 
ment referred to a few weeks ago, and presented by Dr. Gale. — Green's 
essay on diseases of the skin was distributed to the Fellows of the Medi- 
cal Society, on Wednesday last. — There is some hope of the completion 
of Gopland^s Dictionary, in England — ^In which case, we shall probably 
have the work entire in this country. — The London Medical Gazette copies 
our weekly medical miscellany under the head of gatherum, — Dr. R. M. 
Huston has been appointed one of the physicians to the Biockley Hospital, 
Philadelphia. — We have seen nothing of Dr. Pancoast's work on the art 
of prolonging life. Then there is a work on dental surgery, by C. A. 
Harris, M.D., published in Baltimore, that would be sought were it to be 
had in Boston. — Those gentlemen composing the committee of the Massa* 
chusetts Medical Society, who are to meet at Worcester in July next upon 
business, will draw two dollars per day and the necessary travelling 



expenses. 

Digitized by 



Google 



9S0 Medical Adeertiitments. 

To CoaRBSPONDC.NTs. — Several commnoications on the tobacco question ire 
on band, and will be inserted in due time. Tbe paper on ^ Cbarlataniam" is io* 
admissible in its present sbape. Tbe one on '* Quackery,'' with considerable 
omissions, will be made use or hereafter. 

Died, — At Houston, Texas, Dr. Gideon L Cowles, formerly of Plymouth, Con. 
— At Niagara Falls, by the falling of a large mass of rock, while he stood viewing 
the water, Dr. Hungerford, of Troy, N. Y. 

Whole number of deaths in Bostoa for the week encling June 1, 81. Males, 18 — females, 8. 

Of consumption, 2— smallpox, 1— scarlet fever, 7 — lung fever, 1— bum, l^paralyslB, 1— disesse «r 
die spine, 1— InAuiiile, 3— casualty, 1— croup, 1— delirium tremens, 1— hooping cough, 1— stillborn, & 



A GOOD STAND FOR A PHY8ICIAN 

good business In a pleasant village in the C< 
. ractitioner into his business, upon the most r 
editor of this Journal— postage paid. J. 5— tf 



A rHTBiciAir, doing a good business in a pleasant village in the Connty of Worcestei^ wlsbeitoii* 
troduce some active practitioner into his business, upon the most reasonable terms. Inqaire of tht 



PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tat subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instnietki. 
Their pupiU will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gsaenl 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which conBtsstly 
presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be affbrded for acqoiriaf i 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will belVimlshed with oppor. 
tunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the pupils, psr^ 
larly to those in the last year of their professional studies, fecilities will be afforded for acqukii^ i 
personitl acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by examinatiou or 
lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval betweei tb 
public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with Ore and lights, will be ftamished to tfes 
atndents at the expense of the iaatructers. GEORGE C. SHATTDCI, 

WALTER CHANNIN6, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. 31— eptf GEORGE W. om, Ji. 

WINSLOW LEWIflk ii. 

DR. HULLS UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. 
This new Instrument for the radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or felling of the Womb, by extoid 
application, superseding the use of the objectionable pessary, is confidently reconunended to Hi 
aHilcted as the means of a perfect restoration to health, it never having felled of perlbrming a core, 
«ven under the most aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbation of 8ir JMgf 
Cooper, of LoHDON •, Sir Bei\)amin C. Brodie -y Sir James Clark, Physician to the (Ineen $ Dr. Aikwgil, 
Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy*s Hospital ; Dr. Rlgby, Lecturer to St. Bartholomew's; Dr. GiiAk, 
Lecturer to WAtminster Hospital ; Dr. Ramsbotham, Lecturer to London Hospital •, Robert PergsHia, 
Lecturer to Westminster Lying-in Hospital •, Dr. Sweatmaa, Lecturer to Middlesex Hospital, asd 8»> 
lilor Accoucheur to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital ; abo by Henry, Davies, ConquestTBhiaddl, 
Lee, Merrimaa, Surgeon Keates, Ac. ; bv Dr. Morean, President of the Academie Royale de MededM^ 
Yaeis, and Accoucheur to the Duchess d'Orleans ; Professors Velpeau, Blariolin, Paul Dubois, Bsam, 
lind others— and in New Tork by Professor J. W. Francis; G. 8. Bedford, M.D. Professor of Midwiferr 
In University of City of New York; Professor Deiafleld, Professor Francis U. Johnson, Pras. Couaiy 
Medical Society ; Laurens Hull, Pres. Med. Society State of New York ; ProC James McNugbtoa, 
Albany ; Professors March, Cyrus Perkins and Doane ; James Webster, Prof. Anatomy and Sorferj, 
Oeneva ; David L. Rogen, Prof. Surgery, Geneva College ; Drs. Thomas Boyd, Gilbert Smith, Bfm± 
fiteams, Ludlow, Kissam, Vache, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other distingntaM 
physicians of the United Sutes. AMOS G. HULL, Office 4 Vesey St. Astor HotMe, N. TorL 

(17 A constant supply of the above tnatnunents will be kept by Reed, Wing * Cutler 0mte Lows * 
Reed), No. 54 Chatham Street, Boston. Lowe A Reed have sold many of the above instmmeats, md 
can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as to patleoli 
tp whoa they have afforded the most essential relief. Price flQ. Feb. P ' 
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A PHTttCiAjr, residing a short distance from Boston, wishing to retire ttom professiooal I , 

oflbrs his estate for sale, which consists of good buildings and a small ferm. The sitnatlon is ss eUf(> 
Ub for a physician as can be found in the State. For particulars, inquire at this offlce. 
A. 10-5t* 

THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesdsy, If 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications mnsc bi 
■ddfes se d, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a print«l oover. Ttasie are t«s 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,fi0 aOer thm 
months, or $4,00 if not paid vrithin the year. Two copies to the same addroM, for $&00 a year, ht 
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CLINICAL RBMARKS AT ST. GEORGES HOSPITAL. 

BY SIR B. C. BRODIK. 

.Anomalous Cases, of Hysteria. — We have often drawn the attenttoa of 
our readers to the medial and surgical treatment of these cases in the 
hospital. There are» at present, two of this description under the care 
of Sir B. Brodie. 

The first of these is a young woman whose countenance presents no 
hysterical indication, or unusual nervous appearance. She was admitted 
with apparent disease of the right hip-jotut. In Sir B. Brodie's absence, 
Mr. Cutler, examined her carefully, but could make out no organic de» 
nogement of structure, and Sir B. Brodie did the same, with a similar 
result* The patient's tale is, that about six years since, she received a 
kick firom a horse, which confined her to bed for nearly three weeks, 
during which time she was leeched and blistered over the afiiM:ted part, 
after which the hip became purple, yellow, blue, and black ; and since 
this period the pam has continued with little or no intermission ; she is 
able to walk about in the ward, but cannot bear pressure over the great 
trochanter, or the slightest rotation of the joint. Her appetite is good 
and her tongue clean, but her rest at night is very much disturbed. Shr 
B. Brodie examined her, both verbally and manually, with all that tact 
and acuteness which be so well knows how to display in all these ner- 
vous cases, but he could not detect her " tripping " m the slightest de- 
gree. He observed that the variation in color over the hipMoint, on 
which the patient laid so much stress, was either a lie or a mistake, most 
probably the former ; and that although there was no evident disease of 
structure, yet there existed a very deplorable state of nervous system, 
characterized by many of the symptoms which she had described. She 
had been taking steel medicines in various forms since her admission, 
without deriving much benefit from them. As her case exhibited many 
symptoms which might be true or not, Sir B. Brodie desired Mr. Chap- 
pell to institute a most rigorous and searching inquiry into her case, with 
the view of detecting the chaff firom the wheat, and report proceedings 
to Sir Benjtoin Brodie at his next visit. This was accordingly done, 
but the house-surgeon could make out nothing more than what has been 
already stated ; she was, therefore, recommended to take a trip into the 
country, as her health began to suffer from confinement to bed, where 
she had been for some weeks. Some time since she again presented 
herself for admissbn as an in-patient, and under Sir Benjamin Brodie 
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she was again admitted ; her countenance now bore strong indications of 
good sound health, but the right hip was still the plague-spot of all her 
sufferings ; she showed the same acute sensibility to pain, and whether 
the abdomen, the groin, the thigh, or the knee was pressed, the same 
hysterical shrinking from pain was equally evidenced. Sir B. Brodie 
was more than ever assured that the case was one of shanuiiing, and at 
his next visit he determined upon putting her upon some medical treat- 
ment the unpleasantness of which would induce her to give up her 
malady and her medicine very quickly. He inquired of some of the 
pupils which was the most nauseous medicine within their experience; 
some recommended assafcetida, others assafoetida and lime-water, and 
others assafoetida and castor, but Sir B. Brodie ordered the following to 
be taken three times a-day : R. Sulphate of zinc, one grain ; syrup, 
one drachm ; camphor-mixture, one ounce and a half. 

This, be said, would very soon draw the humbug out of the lady, 
ftnd make her so internally unpleasant to herself that she would soon be 
a very different creature in more respects than one. 

The next case, which came in on the day of the previous patient's 
fresh admission, was of a woman more advanced in years, and betraying 
still fewer indications of hysteria than her sister sufferer at tbe opposite 
end of the ward, either in countenance, voice or manner. She also 
complained of severe pain in one hip, which disturbed her rest at night; 
and stated that she was a severe martyr to piles, which she wished to 
have tied. On examining into these latter symptoms Sir B. Brodie 
found that they were all internal piles, and that upon straining at stool, 
they did not protrude, and consequently could not be tied. She was 
ordered to use an injection of cold water every morning until she felt 
relieved. In both of these cases, as well as some others in which there 
are hysterical pains in the joints. Sir B. Brodie observed that where 
you meet with a young person complaining of a tearing pain, or a grind- 
ing pain, or a pain as though scalding water were being poured upon 
tbe part, these sensibilities of parts may be almost always considered as 
purely nervous or hysterical, and quite independent of any local disor- 
ganization of structure. 

With respect to both these cases the surgeon reiterated his orders that 
the examination of each might be very strict and searching, because, 
although it was very bad to mistake an hysterical affection for a real 
disease, it was yet a thousand times worse to commit the opposite error 
of mistaking a real organic disease for a simple hysterical afiection. 

Necrosis. — ^There have been several cases of necrosis lately in tbe 
hospital, and we here condense the remarks made at different times od 
tbe various cases presented to notice. 

^* In cases of necrosis you will sometimes find that sinuses and ab- 
scesses will form in the portions of new bone as well as in the old. 
These are frequently the cause of great pain to the patient, and when 
you have three or four of these abscesses bursting about the same time, 
you are sometimes obliged to amputate the limb. I once had a case of 
this kind, which I afterwards injected, and a very fine preparation it was. 
On making a section of it I found a large rough mass of new bone, but 
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ia the centre of the cancellous structure there were numerous small 
abscesses ; 1 remember that before I amputated the patient's limb in the 
case, saying to myself, * there is surely no dead bone here ; then why 
does not the man recover ?' 

" Sometimes, in these cases, there may be no dead bone, or there 
may be a small portion only at the bottom of a sinus. In such cases 
you must wait for a short time, and see whether the abscesses will heal 
spontaneously or not. Now if an abscess occurs in the soft textures it 
will sometimes not heal, from the predominance of muscular action. In 
such a case, however, as this, there is no muscle, but there may be a 
portion of dead bone at the bottom of a bony sinus preventing the fi:ee 
egress of matter. In such a case you must lay open the parts to the 
bottom, in order to remove the dead bone, or to allow a free exit to the 
matter pent up ; such an operation I performed in private practice only 
a short time ago. In the death of a bone a large portion of it may die, 
but it seldom happens that the whole shaft dies. The epiphyses of 
bones seldom die ; but the greater part of the shaft of a bone may die, 
aod a large quantity of new bone may be deposited, and matter may 
ibrm between the dead and living bone, and point to the surface. When 
the tibia is affected in this manner it becomes much increased in size. 
There comes an cedema of the limb, followed by abscesses, at the bot- 
tom of which the probe detects a portion of dfead bone. Now, with 
regard to the time at which this old dead bone should be removed from 
within the box of new bone which surrounds it, it ought not to be done 
until the dead is completely detached from all donnection with the sur- 
rounding living structures. At first it is continuous with them, but it is 
like a slough, and eventually separates by exfoliation ; the time which it 
takes to accomplish this varies much, and depends much on the consti- 
tutional powers of the circulation ; I have known the stump of an am- 
putated bone to exfoliate in tliree weeks, but a period of three months 
IS more commonly required for such a process to be completed. There 
is no harm whatever in waiting one month too long, but there may arise 
much mischief in attempting to operate one month too soon. When 
you feel dead bone at the bottom of a sinus, cut down upon it, peel off 
the periosteum, and ascertain by the probe where is the best place to 
apply the trephine over the new bone to remove the old bone beneath. 
Sometimes you are not able to apply the trephine, and you must then 
use the chisel, if the parts are soft enough to allow of it ; after the 
operation you will most probably have a very foul, ill-conditioned ulcer, 
and that portion of bone scraped by the saw will exfoliate. At first the 
tibia becomes much enlarged after the operation, but this increased mass 
soon becomes absorbed. It b astonishing, sometimes, how very large a 
portion of bone you have to remove, and how small a quantity of new 
bone b left behind. Sometimes the exfoliation of old bone is more 
rapid than the formation of the new osseous structure, which generally 
accumulates very slowlv, and with a large deposit of periosteum on its 
surface. These cases I generally treat as I do fractures, and put them 
up in splints until the new osseous deposit is nearly completea. Such 
are some of the circumstances connected with the treatment of necrosis, 
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and they become the more interes^mg and valuable when we compare 
the present improved method of cure adopted in these cases with the 
old unscientific method followed formerly." 

Scald Head, — A child who labors under this afTection, and who is 
under Sir B. Brodie's care, had had several different applications made 
to the shaven scalp, but without any benefit being derived from them. 
The latter treatment has more particularly consisted in having the head 
sliaved, and the scalp lightly touched with the strong acetic acid. This, 
however, caused so much pain, that it was necessary to stop it ; and thus 
the remedy has not had a fair trial, nor is the disease in the least degree 
abated. Sir B. Brodie ordered the head to be again shaved, well 
washed with brown soap and water, and the ointment of the nitrate of 
mercury applied to it every morning. Whilst standing by the patient's 
bedside, Sir B. Brodie inquired whether any other surgeon, either in or 
out of the hospital, had seen the case, or given their opinion upon it, 
which question being answered in the negative, he observed that the 
red precipitate of mercury, in the proportion of two drachms to one 
oz. of ointment, was an exceedingly valuable preparation in some cases of 
the kind. He was acquainted with a surgeon who cured such cases by 
subjecting the scalp to the steam of hot water for one hour daily.— Lou. 



<<THE MINISTER'S AIL." 

. To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — I have observed, in recent Nos. of your excellent Journal, 
remarks by several of your correspondents upon the causes, &c. of the 
" minister's ail," alias "impaired voice in clergymen," some of which 
I would ask leave briefly to notice. I am aware that your pages might 
be occupied with matter far more interesting and important than any- 
thing that I can offer ; yet as the design of your Journal is the advance- 
ment of science and the alleviation of the " ills to which flesh is heir;" 
and as some sentiments have been advanced, which, in my mind at 
least, do not comport with these objects, perhaps the few thoughts that 
may have suggested themselves may not be deemed unworthy a place 
in your paper. Otherwise please throw them under the table. 

There is no doubt that the vitiated air in crowded assemblies, as Dr. 
Woodward observes, has a pernicious effect upon the vocal organs of 
public speakers, as it does upon the whole system ; but that the air 
which the minister, from his elevated situation, inhales, is more impure, 
is contrary to fact. Respired air, from a relative increase of carbonic 
acid gas (an agent which in a concentrated state acts specifically upon 
the glottis), and from the exhalations from the respiratory organs, be- 
comes specifically heavier, and consequently sinks to the bottom. 
Hence the lower strata of air in the room are rendered sooner and more 
vitiated than the upper. This is clearly shown by the lights in such a 
room, those burning more dimly in the lower part than the ones more 
elevated. The same fact may be illustrated at any time upon a small 
scale, by placmg several upers, at difierent elevations, in^tglass pceiver ; 
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ts tbe oxygen ^of the air becomes exhausted by combastion, and car- 
bonic acid gas is eliminated — a result similar to that effected by respira- 
tion-— the lower taper 'will bum dim and go out first, the next above 
will succeed, and so on to the last* The mephitic air in old wells, pits^ 
be. exhibits the same phenomena in its inftuence upon combustion and 
animation ; that in tbe lower parts being always found tbe most impure 
and deleterious. 

Dr. W.'s views respecting the use of tobacco are good, and iully 
agree with my own. 

One of your correspondents tells us the cause of '' the affection " is 
tbe non-use of tobaoco^-or rather, perhaps, that the use of it is a pre- 
ventive ; another, that cold water is the cause. Now I think facts are 
against both these '* opinions.'' 

Dr. Mauran founds bis opinion upon the fact that the disease is 
more common now than formerly, when tbe clergymen were in the 
habit of using tobacco-^that he had known no case of the affection in 
those who use it—and also, that public speakers of other professions are 
exempt from the disease. This array of evidence, at first view, appears 
quite formidable. Yet the same arguments might be used, with the 
same propriety, in favor of alcohol ; for twenty-five years since, as many 
ministers, comparatively, used ardent spirits, or at least took a '* little 
wine for the stomach's sake," as now refrain from tobacco. And further, 
1 have never known one using alcohol, troubled with tbe affection, while 
1 have others, who do not. Nevertheless I believe Dr. M. would 
hardly be ready, from this fact, to consider it a preventive, or prescribe 
it as a remedy. But that tobacco is not a preventive, the cases in- 
stanced by Dr. W. and Professor Mussey, clearly prove ; and these, 
with other cases, which, upon further reflection and investigation, they 
have no doubt might be adduced, show that the disease is comparatively 
as frequent and as severe in tobacco-users as in others. I can hardly 
believe that nature requires, for the integrity of the vocal or any of the 
other organs, the continued use of an agent so powerful and deleterious 
as this. But were it proved that tobacco is a prophylactic for the 
disease in question (which is far fix>m the case), I, for one, should con- 
sider the ** remedy a little worse than the disease ;" for there can be no 
doubt that its efllects upon tbe system, and especially upon some^ at least, 
of tbe vocal organs, are very pernicious, to say nothing of the other ^'ten- 
dencies" of this filthy and offensive practice. Your last Journal contains 
a case of cancer of the tongue, which, there is much reason to suppose, 
was caused by tobacco, and which, with a multitude of other similar 
cases of disease of the lips and tongue of tobacco-eaters, presents as 
strong arguments against this article as any that have yet been adduced 
in its favor. I heard Professor Mussey remark, a few years since, that 
of tbe numerous cases of cancer of the tongue and lips, which had come 
under his practbe, he never knew but one that occurred in an individual 
who was not in the practice of using tobacco, either by chewing or 
tmoking, or both; and, further, that they (the ulcers) uniformly occurred 
in those paits where the cigar and quid were accustomed to be held* 
And if 1 recollect rightly, be suted, at tbe time, that Dr. Warren's expe- 
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rience corresponded with his own ; or, rather, that he (Dn W.) had never 
seen a Hngh case that was not connected with the use of the *^ weed." 
My own limited experience affords me one case of a severe ulcer of 
the mouth, which the patient considered very formidable, until the cause 
was removed — ^that is, the quid shifted to the other side of the '^ &ox." 
Who, then, would not rather run the risk of losing the voice by the 
^'throat affection," than by the extirpation of the tongue? Unless, 
therefore, there he stronger reasons presented in favor of the use of this 
narcotic than any I have yet seen, though there may be some ^' worthy 
and respectable divines who habitually chew and smoke " without being 
^' found lingering about the bar and grogshop," I think we had better 
continue to '^ preach " against the " vile practice." 

Your Gray correspondent assures us that the cause of this disease is 
the practice of taking cold water while speaking. There is, I believe, 
as litde foundation for this opinion as for the one which I have just con- 
sidered. He says he would scarcely thank a man to tell him what is 
not the cause of a particular efiisct, ii he cannot tell him what is. Now 
I have been instructed that it is oftentimes as important to know when 
not to give medicine, as when to give it ; so there may be cases, I con^' 
ceive, where it may be as essential to know whether a particular agent 
is not, as whether it is, the cause of a particular disease — or, at least, it 
is fiur better to suppose ourselves ignorant of the cause of a certain effect, 
than to attribute it to a wrong one. Therefore, though I may not be 
able to show what is the cause of the affection under consideration, Dr. 
A. will pardon, if not thank me, if I say cold water is not. Dr. M. in 
bis communication, remarks that '^ the afiection " is confined exclusively 
to ministers, and this 1 believe to be the case. Now so iar as my oIh 
servation goes, there are but very few of " the order " who are in the 
habit of taking cold water while speaking (and I have never known one 
that was, complain of ^^ the affection "), while the practice, I believe, is 
quite common with public speakers of other professions, who, it has 
been stated, are exempt from the disease. These, I think, are facts 
which a consideration of the state in which the vocal organs are often 
found during speaking, and the known effects of cold water upon parts 
in such a state, folly support. 

Dr. Allen says, '' if they " (public speakers) ^' are afraid of the 
contact of the air with the larynx and lungs after speaking, ought they 
not to be doubly afraid of the contact of cold water with the former 
during speaking ?" 1 would answer, no ; for I conceive the eflfects of 
the application of cold to these parts in these different states, to be as 
dissimilar as that upon a person while at labor, and while at rest after 
he has ceased ; or as the effects of the cold bath in the hot and cdd 
stages of an intermittent. In one case the organs are in a state of ex- 
citement and fever, or incipient inflammation ; in the other, this state 
has passed off, and reaction taken place. In some individuak, from a 
peculiar idiosyncrasy or delicacy of the vocal apparatus, loud and con- 
tinued speaking produces irritation, Qongestk>n and fever of the vocal 
cords. Consequently the secretions are suspended, and the voice be- 
comes dry and husky. A swallow or two of cold water taken now, 
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instead of senriog simply " to wash down the saliva," the flow of which 
is mostly, if not entirely, suspended, serves to subdue the fever, remove 
the congestion, and restore the vessels to tlieir natural state, and thus 
promotes the requisite secretions ; so that instead of being a cause, I 
think it rather a preventive of the disease. 

It may perhaps be asked why speaking does not aflTect all alike. In 
reply, I would ask why the same causes do not always produce the 
same effect in all — why ''one person is affected by certain agents, 
which, if applied to a hundred other persons, would produce no effect" 
—-why, of the multitude of operatives who enter our cotton mills, a few, 
vrbo on entering are as robust as any, find themselves, by symptoms of 
incipient phthisis, induced by the flyings, warned to leave, while others, 
occupying the same rooms, boarding at the same house, and living in all 
respects like them, can labor on, year after year, without any apparent 
inconvenience to the lungs. 

If, in closing these remarks, I am asked for a " theory to take the 
place of the ones I have attempted to destroy," I would simply add, 
that the affection is caused by speaking, and the remedy is the same as 
that for any other, viz., removing the cause, or ceasing to speak. 

jhmisquamy May 28, 1839. Yours truly, 

A. D. Bacon. 



EFFECTS OF TOBACCO ON THE VOICE AND HEALTH. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

DcAR SiR,--^ust a word or two by way of remark, and the relation of 
two or three cases in point of the subject before us, shall be all at pre- 
sent—leaving the discussion to those able individuals who already have 
« the floor." 

Truly the throat disease in clergymen has become a troublesome one 
to both patient and physician. 1 myself have had my skill put to the 
test in it, and have failed ; but it never once occurred to me to prescribe 
tobacco in any form. Indeed, I have thought that preaching would not 
do me as much good, if I knew that the preacher used tobacco, as it 
otherwise might. But I will away with all prejudice, and if tobacco is 
a useful remedy in this disease, let us have it ; for although there are 
strenuous objections to its use, when two evils present themselves we 
should always choose the least. But its effect upon the nervous system 
is greatly debilitating, which certainly must go to prove its unfavorable 
tendency in tliis disease. Again, tobacco greatly increases the flow of 
saliva, which generally being thrown out of the system, must debilitate 
it, and derange the digestive functions. This increased flow of saliva, 
too, by constantly filling the mouth, is a great detriment to publks 
speakers. I can hardly agree with one of your valuable correspondents, 
when he says that '' the class of people who use tobacco, in chewing 
or smoking, are the most healthy and robust part of the community." 
If he will walk abroad with me through the different classes of com- 
munity, I think I will show him more amongst the pale-faced, emaciated 
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and consumptive, that use tht weedy than amongst the fresh, vigorous and 
healthfuL But actual experiment, and facts which are the result ^ 
experiment, are what we need in order to establish this controverted 
point ; for it is a sober reality that facts — stubborn facts*— spoil many a 
finely wrought theory. But to the cases in point. 

1. A lady, who has been constantly under my observation for these 
thirty years, became, about ten or twelve years since, suddenly afi»cted 
with general nervous debility. Her mental, suffering with her physicai 
powers, she soon became gloomy and desponding, and strange, lor a 
lady of her standing, she took up the practice of smoking tobacco. In 
a year or two after this habit was formed, her voice failed — she became, 
indeed, entirely speechless ; for a year or more she could not articulate, 
even in a whisper, but during all that time communicated with her 
friends by writing. For two years longer she could articulate only in a 
whisper. After this, her voice gradually improved so that she could 
pronounce monosyllables. For a few years past she has been able to 
converse with an audible voice, yet evidently with much efRnt, and 
studiously avoiding all words that are not absolutely necessary to con- 
vey her ideas. She still rigidly adheres to the habit of smoking tobacco. 

2. For several years 1 was intimately acquainted with a Baptist 
minister who was an inveterate smoker. His voice was weak, and 
would sometimes fail entirely. He was pale, sickly and emaciated. 

3. The author of this paper was once a great smoker. The habit 
was kept up for about six years. He found it to be increasing upon 
him yearly. His nerves became over excited — ^his hand trembled — 
and more than once, when he had occasion to use the knife or lancet 
soon after smoking, he found the trembling of bis hand to be a serious 
difficulty. Ten years ago he resolved to break off from the disgusting 
habit. He did so at once — and as St. Paul did by the viper on the 
island of Melita, '^ he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no 
harm ;" on the contrary his health evidently improved, and his hand 
became steady and has remained so. And here he would remark, that 
it is a notorious fact, that during those years that he used tobacco, 
as well as in the earlier part of his life, he was almost constantly 
troubled with a sore throat — and since he has left off its use, it bu 
troubled him scarcely any. He would not say, however, that smoking 
tobacco had anything to do in keeping up the sore throat, or that quit- 
ting the habit effected the cure — for he thinks it did neither ; but one 
thing is certain in regard to it — the me of tobacco did not cure the 
disease'^ Respectfully yours, 

UnionviUe, May 30, 1839. E. G. Wheeleb. 



ON THE DIVISION OF THE STERNOCLEIDOMASTOID IfUSCLE FOR 
THE CURE OF WRY-NECK. 

The great success of the operation lately introduced by Stromeyer for 
the cure of club-foot, has directed the attention of the profession to the 
benefit arising from the use of the knife in all cases of permanent con- 
traction of the muscles. Professor Dieffenbach gives, in the paper 
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before us, the outline of thirty*DiDe cases in which he divided the ster- 
DO-cleido-mastoid rouscle, in one of which only the operation was 
QosuccessfuK 

Tiie operation is thus performed. The patient being seated on a 
chair, one assistant draws the head towards the healthy side, whilst 
another depresses the shoulder of the affected side. The contracted 
muscle is thus brought to stand iiirther out, and is seized between the 
thumb and forefinger of the left hand, and drawn powerfully downwards. 
A strongly-curved bistoury is now introduced behind the muscle, and 
pushed forwards till its point is felt beneath the skin on the other side of 
the muscle. The edge of the knife is then turned towards the musclci 
and its fibres divided by withdrawing it, taking care not to injure the 
integuments. When the muscle of the left side is that which is to be 
divided, the knife is introduced in the triangular space formed by the 
tw6 portions of muscle about two inches above their insertion, and from 
this point fiist the anterior portion, and then, if necessary, the posterior 
portion is divided. When the contracted muscle is that of the right 
side, the knife is introduced between the trachea and muscle ; the ante- 
rior portion is first divided, and then, from a second puncture between 
the two portions of the muscle, the posterior portion is separated. In the 
mstant of withdrawing the knife the thumb is pressed firmly upon the 
wound, (D prevent the extravasation of blood beneath the skin, and a 
compress is applied, which is retained in situ by strips of adhesive plas* 
ter and a bandage. Two cloths are passed round the neck, with a 
view to give support to the head, which is allowed to retain its wry 
position, partly to prevent the extravasation of blood, and partly to 
fiivor the reunion of the muscle. 

In general the wound heals in a few days. There is generally some 
swelling over the part where the muscle was divided, and fluctuation is 
occasionally felt, owing to the extravasation of a small quantity of blood. 
In such a case the compress is applied more firmly, and stimulating em- 
brocations are had recourse to. Sometimes, though very seldom, sup- 
puration takes place ; this accident calls merely for the evacuation of 
the pus, and the simple treatment of the wound. 

In some of his first cases. Professor Dieffenbach employed various 
means of extension, to bring back the head to its natural position ; but 
be afterwards found a stiff collar of pasteboard, so constructed as, from 
the uneasiness it produced, to force the patient to turn the head in the 
contrary direction, quite sufficient to restore the natural position. 

We shall give one or two of the cases, taken at random, as 
illustrations. 

Case. I. C. Meir, aged twenty-four, affected with congenital con- 
traction of the stemo-raastoid muscle, producing strongly-marked scolio- 
sis. When thirteen years of age he began to wear a mechanical appa*- 
ratus, which he continued for some years, but afterwards gave up, as 
the scoliosis continued to increase. Both insertions of the muscle were 
divided, and a compress and bandage applied as already described. 
Neither extravasation nor suppuration took place. The patient re- 
mamed in bed ten days ; gentle extension of the neck was then em- 
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ployed, and in three weeks the cure was complete, and the position of 
the head natural. 

Case XV. Carl Von Schuck, a very lively boy, had been treated 
according to the most approved system of orthopedy for a considerable 
time, without benefit. The muscle was divided ; some days after the 
operation, fluctuation from extravasated blood was perceptible, but 
augmented pressure produced its absorption. At the end of six weeks 
the boy left Berlin perfectly straight. 

Case XXXVII. A boy aged twelve. The right sterno-mastoid 
was very much contracted, and the head in consequence approximated 
to the shoulder. This patient bad already been operated upon accord-* 
ing to the older method ; the muscle had been laid bare and afterwards 
divided, but the contraction returned as soon as the wound healed. 
The muscle was again divided according to the same method, and 
although means of extension were had recourse to during the cure, the 
oontractk)n again returned. According to the report of the father of 
the patient, this treatment occupied three months. Owing to the indu- 
ration and adhesions produced by the former operations. Professor Dief- 
fenbach found it necessary to divide the muscle near its middle. The 
after treatment was as usual ; no means of extension were used, simply 
the pasteboard collar. No extravasation or suppuratbn followed ; tbe 
patient was able to go out five days after the operation, and the head 
regained its natural position. 

Of the thirty->nine cases, nine were owing to contraction of the left, 
and thirty to contraction of the right sterno-mastoid muscle.— iUei^ian- 
iiche Zeitung. 



A TREATISE ON NEURALGIA.* 

There is a peculiar unsatisfactoriness in the term neuralgia, as it is 
applied to designate a symptom of very various diseases. A tumor 
presses on a nerve, or a nerve is so complicated in the growth of a 
tumor as to give rise to extreme pain ; the cause consists in accumu- 
lated faeces, diseased bone, organic disease within the head of various 
kind, carious teeth, acid secretions in the stomach, &c. ; and we 
call a peculiar pain produced by these and other concurrent causes^ 
neuralgia. The volume before us is a creditable monument of its au- 
thor's industry in collecting together multitudinous forms of neuralgia, 
firom very various sources ; but the very nature of the subject is such, 
unfortunately, that, after having perused the book, we feel the need of 
some knowledge by whk;h to arrange and systematize tbe various facts, 
so as to deduce from them some sound pathological principles and some 
definite and satisfactory rules of practice ; and for this purpose a large 
number of present facts require, from their incompleteness, to be entirely 
rejected ; they are useless as afibrding ground for any legitimate deduc- 
tions. We do not mean by these observations to condemn Dr. Row- 
land's book, which is well worthy of notice. 

* A TmiUm on NeunlgUu By Richard Howluid, M .D. L<mdoii, 1898. 8to., pp. 178. 
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The volume commences with some general considerations on the sub- 
ject of neuralgia ; particular forms of the disease are next treated of as 
occurring in external nerves ; the consideration of the disease as occupy- 
ing internal organs, together with some cases, terminating the volume. 

We shall allude to Dr. Rowland's observations on spinal tenderness 
as accompanying various forms of neuralgia ; a subject which we believe 
to be as much oven'ated by some medical men as it is underrated by 
others. We do not mean to advocate any theory on the subject ; but 
merely to state as a fact, that there exist certain pains of a ^neuralgic 
character ; that tenderness on pressure of the spinous processes of some 
one or more vertebre coexists with such pains ; and that relief is obtained 
by remedies applied to such painful vertebrae. The frequency of such a 
condition, we believe, has been much aggravated ; and we are glad to 
find Dr. Rowland stating that, ** with regard to the frequency of neu- 
ralgia from spinal irritation, my opinion does not coincide with the opi- 
nion of some recent authors ; for, in the majority of cases, I have not 
been able to detect any sign of tenderness over the vertebral column ; I 
have the authority of Dr. Alison for saying that he has arrived at the 
same conclusion." It is a question in these cases how far the spinal 
tenderness is a mere associate of the other pains ; for it is not unfre- 
iiuently found that a tenderness, apparently of the same character, exists 
in individuals apparently in good health. The same sign has been much 
lauded of late as a method of distinguishing from inflammation such 
abdominal pains as are of a neuralgic character. On this point Dr. 
Rowland speaks satisfactorily from bis own experience. ^* After a care^ 
ful examination of a large number of cases, I feel justified in remarking 
that this diagnostic sign cannot be trusted with safety. It is entirely 
absent in many cases of visceral neuitiigM; ancf, in some cases of chronic 
visceral inflammation, unattended with disease of the spine, tenderness 
over the vertebral column is present." We think it worth noticing that 
the author has found that the troublesome pains which sometimes accom- 
pany shingles, are often instantaneously relieved by touching the painful 
Tesicles with lunar caustic ; but that it is generally better to apply the 
caustic to the whole of each group, or to cover them with a strong solu- 
^6n of this substance. In that affection termed by Sir A. Cooper irri- 
taile breast (by the author, neuralgia mamma), '< much benefit may be 
derived, at least in the milder form of this affection, by the application 
of leeches, or by cupping over the sacrum or in the uterine region. 1 
have often," says Dr. Rowland, '< seen the symptoms disappear under 
this treatment, when no application has been made to the breast.'' It 
does not consist with our limits to make any further extracts from the 
work before us, which will, however, repay the trouble of an attentive 
perusal. — British and Foreign Medical Review. 
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DIABETES MELUTUS. 

In the course of a familiar letter from Dr. Joseph H. Flint, of Springfield, 
Mass., a gentleman distinguished in the profession, he remarks, that 
within the last twenty years he has made post-mortem examinations of 
eight cases of this disease. Some of them had been under his own per* 
aonai care, and others were patients of neighboring physicians, from whom 
he derived a complete history of each case. There were certain symp- 
toms which it was clearly ascertained had uniformly preceded the develop- 
ment of the malady, and accompanied it through ail its stages, that led 
him to suspect the existence of a cerebral affection, and — " I have there- 
fore," says Dr. Flint, " in every case, examined the brain as critically as 
my knowledge of that organ enabled me to do." This course ultimately 
put him in possession of a series of interesting pathological facts, he con- 
ceives, connected with the origin of diabetes melfitus, which mav be here- 
after of considerable importance. " My convictions are," he adds, *' that 
diabetes mellitus is a symptom of cerebral affection, primarily — and that 
death is in consequence of hsian of the brain. I am desirous that this 
suggestion may lead others to a more particular examination of the cere- 
bral mass," which may eventuate in the discovery of a more successfiil 
treatment of a very remarkable disease, generally regarded as incurable. 

Being satisfied, from our knowledge of Dr. Flint's character and 
powers of discrimination, that h^as not made the foregoing suggestions 
without carefully weighliig iiie^ iT^iLin all its relations, it behooves those 
who have the opportunity, to verify his researches, or show how he has 
been deceived. As the subject will be likely to interest practitioners, they 
have a right to expect a full and carefully-drawn statement from our re- 
spected correspondent, as soon as the multiplied concerns of a large circle 
of practice will permit. 

Medical Appointment, — By the removal of Dr. Parker from Cincinnati, 
the chair of surgery has become vacant. It is presumed that the Trustees 
of the Cincinnati College understand their interest well enough to know 
that Dr. Gross, now in the department of pathological anatomy and phy- 
siology, is esteemed to be the best qualified to fill Dr. Parker's place. To 
popular and courteous manners, he unites those profound attainments in 
science, which command respect at home, and operate favorably for the 
welfare of the College abroad. Provided an arrangement like this were 
made, which seems to be in accordance with the public sentiment, then 
the question will arise, who shall fill the chair of pathological anatomy ? 
One of the best pathological anatomists in New England, resides in Bos- 
ton, who must ultimately become a public teacher, because it is hardly 
possible to conceal his light much longer under a bushel. It is not be- 
cause there is any disposition to urge a man to emigrate, that these inti- 
mations are given; nor do we wish to palm off a second-rate fortune hun- 
ter upon the people of the West ; but from a conviction that there is no 
apobgy on the part of a great corporation instituted expressly for promot- 
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ing science, if the most competent men are not selected for vacant pro* 
fessorships. 

It must ultimately come to this, in the United States, that the French 
system of coDcours will be adopted, as the most certain method of secure 
ing the first grade of talents for our schools of medicine. There is ordi* 
narily an undertow working in behalf of favorites, which modest merit 
cannot compete with. Hence the dilapidated condition, nay, positive dete* 
rioration, of so many medical institutions at this particular time. 



Officers and Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, elected 
May, 1839. — President, George C. Shattuck. Vice President, Nathaniel 
Miller, of Franklin. Corresponding Secretary, John Homans. Recording 
Secretary, Solomon D. Townsend. Treasurer, Walter Channing. Id* 
hrarian^ George W. Otis, Jr. 

Counsellors, \st Department, — Drs. James Jackson, Benj. Shurtleff, J. 
C. Warren, John Randall, George G. Shattuck, Walter Channing, Jacob 
Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, S. D. Townsend, John Ware, Z. 

B. Adams, David Osgood, Edward Reynolds, Jr., Woodbridge Strong, 
John JefTries, John Homans, George B. Doane, Jerome V. G. Smith, Geo. 
W. Otis, Jr., Samuel Morrill, Winslow Lewis, Jr. 

Hd Department, — Drs. Joseph Kittredge, Jeremiah Spofford, A. L. Peir- 
son, Andrew Nichols, Edward L. Coffin, Samuel Johnson, Richard S. 
Spofibrd, Culvin Briggs, Dean Robinson, Jonathan G. Johnson, Edward 
A. Holyoke, Wyatt C. Boyden, Rufus Longley, George Choate, George 
Osborn, Ebenezer Hunt, Charles O. Barker, William Frescott, Joseph 
Reynolds. 

id Department, — ^Drs. Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, Abraham R. 
Thomson, Timothy Wellington, Zadok Howe, William S. Walker, John 

C. Dalton, Josiah Bartlettt, Daniel Swan, John O. Green, Joshua Green^ 
Elisha Bartlett, Anson Hooker, Nehemiah Cutter. 

Ath Department, — Drs. Stephen Batchelder, John Green, Edward Flinty 
Benj. F. Heyward, Charles W. Wilder, Amos Parker, George Willard, J. 
Starkweather, John G. Metcalf, P. T. Kendall, J. S. Butler, Jos. Stone. 

6th Department,— Dra. Joseph H. Flint, A. W. Stone, S. W. Williams,. 
Eli Hall, Elisha Mather, B. P. Jones, David Bemis. 

6th Department,~DTS. Henry H. Childs, Wm. H. Tyler, Asa G* 
Welch, Royal Fowler, Robert Worthington, Hubbard Bartlett. 

7th Department, — Drs. Amos Holbrook, Nath. Miller, John Bartlett,. 
Samuel Buffbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremv Stimpson, Ebenezer Alden^ 
Noah Fifield, James Hewins, Charles Wild. 

Bth Department. — Drs. Alexander Reed, William C. Whittredgc, An- 
drew Mackie, Caleb Swan, Menzies R. Randall, Wm. A. Gordon, Paul 
Spooner, Samuel Sawver. 

lOth Department. — brs. Joseph Sampson, Aaron Cornish, Henry Tack, 
Samuel Swift, E. P. Fearing, L. M. Yale. 



Painful Affection of the Nerves. — Dr. Comstock, to whom we acknow- 
ledge ourselves, in common with the profession, greatlv indebted for hit 
various contributions to science, writes to us thus : '* Tbe account given 
of Uie sufferings of the poor bo^ at Charlestown, has induced me to ad* 
dress you at this time, and to mquire if the cyanuret-potassa has been 
used in hia case. I have experienced so mach of tfaii remedy m alkying 
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Berrous pain and irritation, that I have thought it a duty lowed to afflicted 
humanity to suggest it. I have usually used it in solution, say ten grains 
to an ounce of water. Doubtless blistering the part and applying sulphate 
of morphia has been tried. Blistering might precede the application of 
the cyanuret, and the strength of the solution be increased. The nitrate 
of silver, internally, has probably been administered in the form of pills. 
Have, also, the creosote and sach. sat. combined with opium, been used ?" 



Scarlatina in Maine, — A distinguished practitioner in Maine thus 
writes in relation to scarlet fever : ** Several years since we had a tre« 
mendous rush of it. My neighbors lost almost all their first cases. After 
losing two, I changed my practice entirely, and out of twenty-two daily 
cases, did not lose another. The course was different from any I have 
seen reported in your Journal, and at my leisure I will give you the out- 
lines of it. The practice in Europe, as well as here, has certainly been 
most unsuccessful — I might say, in fact, disastrous." On recognizing 
this note, which was extracted from a recent letter, we hope the talented 
author will not forget the importance of such a communication as he inti- 
mates may be hereafter prepared. 



Compound Tooth Instruments. To the Editor. — Sir, — In reading the 
"Medical Miscellany " in the Journal of June 5th, I perceived that "a 
mechanic of Amesbury claims to be the inventor of the tooth instrument 
which I presented you." As these instruments answer well the purpose 
for which they were designed, it is not singular that a wish to claim, at 
least, a part of the invention, should be started by others. In regard to 
the '* mechanic," if he is the one whom I called on to make the patterns 
(and I know of no other who could be tool enough to make such an asser- 
tion), I would say that it is very singular that he should have the capacity 
to guess out an instrument for extracting teeth, whose parts are so well 
adapted, when h^ probably never saw a tooth instrument of any form, un- 
less it was whilst passing from the surgeon's hand to his mouth. If 
making, or rather attempting to make, patterns from drawings, whose 
every part and principle was laid down by me, entitles him to the inven- 
tion, it shall be accredited to him. Without detracting from his mechani- 
cal powers, I will add, that I was under the necessity of making the pat- 
terns myself. Yours respectfully, 

ScUishuryy June 6fA, 1839. I. B. Galk. 

P. S. — These instruments are for sale by Mr. Metcalf, Tremont street, 
Boston. I. B. 6. 

Medical Miscellany. -—A ship carpenter, in New York, was poisoned 
last week by what was supposed to be a soda powder, sent from a drug- 
gist's shop. — Several New York papers praise the lectures on surgical 
anatomy and operative surgery, which have lately been delivered in that 
city by Dr. John Garnochan. — Dr. McMunh's elixir of opium is pufied 
without stinting by the editor of a comatose hebdomadal in a neighboring 
State. We are unwilling to believe that those eminent physicians whose 
names are familiarly appended to the wholesale vender's advertisement, 
ever had anything to do with it. — A medical student in New York, on 
being sued for his board bill, filed an account for feeling of the landlady's 
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pulse, but lost the case, not having the law on his side, because he was 
not a medical graduate. — Dr. Lewis amputated the arm of another man 
at Burnham's bakery, at Roxbury, on Thurslday last, who was caught in 
the same machinery which obliged the surgeon to take the limb off at the 
shoulder-joint a short time since. — The annual circular of the Medical 
Institution of Yale College, for the term of 183d-40, is already circulated. 
— Dr. Francis S. Beatlie has been appointed collector of the Port of St. 
Marks, Florida. — Dr. Thomas H. Hall, of North Carolina, is a candidate 
for Congress. Dr. Montgomery, of the same State, was a member last 
year. — Dr. John Davy, brother of Sir Humphrey, is about publishing the 
complete works of that celebrated chemist, in 10 8vo. volumes. — The 
operation for laceration of the perineum, by the quilled suture, as prac* 
tised by M. Soux, has lately been successfully performed in England by 
Mr. Robert Davidson. — Mr. Everilt, of the Medico-botanical Society, 
London, re<*.om mends that all extracts, which are to be preserved for any 
length of time, be first entirely freed from moisture by placing them under 
an air-pump with sulphuric acid, and then kept in a close-stopped bottle. — 
Enos Hoit, M.D., of Sanbornton, N. H., was recently re-elected president 
of the New Hampshire Medical Society. — Dr. Fletcher's truss is taking a 
high stand among the late inventions. 

Money Mis-senL — On the day of the annual meeting of the Medical Society, 
Dr. Huntington, the Mayor of Lowell, banded the editor of the Journal, by re- 
qaest, a paper containing $ 10 50. On the outside there is written — ^^fram WatU,^ 
The publisher has no account with any person of that name. The money, there- 
fore, waits the order of the owner. 
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The montli of May haa been very fhvorable to vegetation, and the aeaaon ia unusually (brward. There 
has been • plentiAU supply of rain, and some severe storms. The thermometer has ranged ftom W to 
?8*ttheharoiiieter, from 8B.91 to 89.66. The month has been damp, aad not oiniaiiany/warm. t 
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Errata. — ^lo Dr. Comatock'a essay on Scarlet Fever, the word c&ngeriei wai 

misprinted several times for congeners. 

Married, — In Durham, N. H., Alphonzo Bickford, M.D., to Miss Mary J. 
Smith. 

Whole Dumber of deaths in Boston for the week ending Jane 8, 88. Melee, l^-^emalee, M. 

Of coniamption, 8 — croup, 1— drowned, 4— diaeaae or the spine, 1 — typhons fever, 8 — lunf fevflr. 1 
— easunlty, 1— dropsy, 1— scarlet fever, 4--dropsy on the brain, l~teething, 1— decline, 1— child4MBd, S 
—hooping cough, 1— Infhntile, l^suicide, 1— inflammation of the brain, 1— old age, 1— disease ef tis 
brain, l---debility, 1 — Inflammation of the bowels, 1— stillborn, i. 



THOMPSON'S APPARATUS FOR THE CURE OF PROLAPSUS 

UTERI, Ac. 
In olftring Us Instrument to the fbciilty, Dr Thompson woold call their attentioB to the IbHowlif 
atatements, and request all interested to examine the article in the hands ol his sgents. 
Extract q/* a letter from the late Profeuor EberUy to the Hon, B. L, ElUwortk^ CommU$ion€r ^f 

Patente, 4fc,y dated 
Ciiieinnatit Mojf 11, 1837.^** I hare careflilly examined the new Uterine Trust invented by Dr. 
Bobert Thompson, of Columbus, in this State, and I can confidently declare, that it is unqnestlonaUy 
Che moot perfect and nsefUl Instrument of the kind, that has ever been oflbred to the public. It diflbn 
eeseatially in its construction, fi'om the Uterine Truss contrived by Dr. Hull, and ia, in all respecis, s 
fer superior instrument.*' 
See, also, " The Western Journal of Medical and Physical Scienoea.*' 

Professor McCleland, of Jefibrson Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa., declared, upon examiniag ths 
Instrument, that " every word of Dr. Eberle*B opinion is true.** Professors Channlng and Haywani, if 
Boston, expressed like opiniona. 

Extract of a letter from Prqf, SevxaU to Prof, Bi^elow, doled 
Wk May^ 18S7.— '* Dr. Thompson will be pleased to show you a Uterine Trun whkh he has la- 
Tented, of very superior structure to anything we have.** 

Extract of a letter from Prof. Peixotto to Dr. Thompeon^dated 
Columbutf Jan. 10, 1838.^*^ Your instrument, it appears to me, is fermea on prisciplea man e» 
larged, than those hitherto recommended Ibr the same end, and mechanically diflbreat. I would chaa^ 
Ihlly recommend its adoption by our professional brethren generally.** 
For sale in Boston by Theodore Metcalf, apothecary, No. 33 Tremont Bow. Price, $10. 
June IS^ly 



OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, 

FouirosD on the Philosophy of the Human Economy in Health and in Disease, in 3 ParU. By Joseph 
A. Gallup, M.D., author of Sketches of Epidemic Diseases in the State of Vermont, late P i u fts s ec of 
Theory and Practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine, and of the CUnical School of Medidaa, 
Ex-president of the Vermont Medical Society, Hon. Member o( the Medical Society of the State or 
New York, Ac. 2 vols. 8vo., pp. 876. 

" As the writer has been chiefly induced to undertake the labor of the above work, in oonseqaeaee 
of two very courteous memorials addressed to him from all the students present of two classes at dif- 
ferent medical institutions, requesting a publication of his lectures, or the principles embraced la 
them, he has presumed, with respectAil regards, to present these outlines to the Students of Medidne 
In the United States, with a hope of their being in some measure useAil to the Science of Medidne." 

Extract of a Letter from Profeteor J. W. Francity MJ>.—^*^ Having read the manuscript of Dr. 
Gallup, on the Institutes of Medicine,! am free to remark, that it is the result of great research, and loaf 
and extensive medical experience. The author, while occupied as an observer, has recorded his iofe- 
rences, with the praiseworthy design of adding to the stock of sound practical inlbrmation. His hook 
will be read for the originality and excellence o( many of his views, and the masculine development of 
the writer's reflections. It will deserve and find a place in the library of the atudent, and be eftaa 
consulted by the medical practitioner with advantage. 
"J^ew For*, 1888.** 

Just published by OTIS, BEOADEES A CO., ISO Washington street, Boston. M M. 



A GOOD STAND FOR A PHYSICIAN. 

A PHTsiciiiN, doing a good business in a pleasant village In the County of Worcester, wisheetoii- 
troduce some active practitioner into his business, upon the most reasonable terms. Inquire of ^ 
editor of this Journal— postage paid. J. .5— tf 

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 

Ths medical profession are hereby Informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements that he 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will he 
nafely put up in boxes, with the clay in which they were imported. Physicians may be certain that 
earefhl attention will be given to their orders. SETH W. FOWLE, 

Oct. 17— lyeop 38 Prince St. corner of Salem St. Boston* 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly ParU, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price 93,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
Bontha, or t^LOO if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a reaVjla 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or aathifectory revr- 
enoe. Poatage the aame aa Ibr a newapaper. 
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MEMOIR OF DR. NEHEMIAH CLEAVELAND. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical arid Sztrgicdl Jourruil. 

Sim, — The followiDg memoir of the late Dr. Cleaveland, of TopsfieW, 
was prepared at my request by his son, Mr. N. Cleaveland, of Byfield. 
It was read before the Essex South District Medical Society, of which 
Dr. Cleaveland was a much respected member. No man amongst us 
set a better example of professional integrity and honor, and his son has 
drawn hb character in colors, which, from the natural fear of being 
charged with filial partiality, are the reverse of being extravagant. The 
few who could boast of his friendship will long remember, with pleasure, 
the virtuous and kind-hearted old man, whose influence was uniformly 
and efficiently exerted in support of good order and the true advance- 
ment of society. 

He died on the 26th of February, 1837, of a most painful disorder. 
Inflammation and slow ulceration attacked the stomach, and after occu- 
pying the superior third of the mucous and muscular coats, finally, a 
few days before bis death, penetrated the diaphragm, and opened a 
communication with the thorax. The whole of this process occupied 
about a year, during every day of which his character beautifully de- 
veloped the results of religions training and cheerful resignation to the 
will of God. Our American patent of nobility is to come of a good 
itock, aod this inheritance the late Nehemiah Cleaveland, M.D., both 
received and transmitted. Respectfully yours, 

Saiem, June 2d, 1839. A. L. Peirson. 

My father was bom in Ipswich, on the 26th of August, 1760. His 
ftther, the Rev. John Cleaveland, was for more than fifl;y-two years 
minister of the parish, then known by the ancient Indian name Cbe^ 
bacco, and since incorporated as the town of Essex. I have no recol- 
lection of my grandfather, who died when I was but four years old. 
But his image, derived from oft-repeated description, is vivid before me. 
A clergyman of the old school— of erect port — urbane, yet dignified— 
an ardent, animated preacher — a faithful pastor, and a Christian patriot. 
In the French war he served as chaplain at Louisbourg and at Ticon- 
deroga. In the war of the Revolution, he again became attached lo an 
army ; and at Cambridge, in New Jersey and New York, was heard im- 
ploring blessings on a cause ^ich be believed to be that of justice and 
of God. 

19 
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Catching his spirit, and following his example, three of his sons ea« 
Ibted in the army. John, the eldest, had a commission as lieutenant. 
After his term of service expired, he devoted himself to theological 
studies, hecame an exemplary minister of the gospel, and died, la- 
mented, about twenty-two years ago. 

Parker, who was about two years younger, studied medicine, and had 
commenced the practice in Rowley (Byfield parish), before the revolu- 
tionary war broke out. He then obtained the appointment of assistant 
surgeon in the army. After serving a few months in that capacity, he 
returned to the more quiet scenes of domestic life, and a country practice. 
He had a mind uncommonly able and discriminative. Besides being 
a most observant, judicious and skilful physician, he was a thorough 
politician and sound theologian. He certainly had the ability and merit 
to have filled a sphere wider and more brilliant than that in which it 
was his lot to move. But he lacked the tact and worldly wisdom which 
enable a man to make the most of his advantages, natural or acquired. 
It was a common remark in regard to Dr. Parker Cleaveland, that, as a 
physician, he was too honest. His is by no means the only instance in 
the annals of medical men, where solid merit has been left to pine in 
neglect and poverty, while the ignorant and empirical, by flattering the 
caprices and indulging the whims of patients, have secured the busi- 
ness and enjoyed its emoluments. Dr. C. died eleven years ago, at 
the age of seventy-four. Two sons survive him, who inherit his talentSj 
and stand high in public estimation .** 

Nehemiah was in his sixteenth year when he enlisted, as attendant oa 
his father, in the army, then investing Boston. At a later period he 
served as a common soldier in New Jersey and at West Point. The 
remaining years of his minority were passed at home. Stripling though 
he was, on him devolved, at that critical and distressing period, the 
almost entire support of the family. He restored to good order the 
little farm which had suffered fix>m absence, neglect and mismanage- 
ment. He devised ways and means — he labored hard with bis own 
hands — and formed those habits of order, frugality and industry, which 
he maintained through life. 

It was his father's wish, and conditional promise, that he should have 
a college education. But the formidable expense — the res angustas 
domi — and the importance of his services at home, concurred to prevent. 
His early opportunities for instruction were exceedingly limited. The 
extent to which, amid cares and business, he supplied these defects in 
later life, strikingly exhibited the energy of his mind and character. 

As soon as he was at liberty to do so, he entered his name as a stu- 
dent in medicine, with Dr. John Manning, of Ipswich, a good physician, 
at that time enjoying an extensive practice. He remained with Dr. 
Manning somewhat more than a year, and then completed his medical 
studies with his brother at Byfield. Just as he got ready to practice, a 
vacancy was made in TopsGeld, by the death of Dr. Dexter. My 
father removed to that place at the close of the year 1783. Dr. Dex- 

* Parker Cleareland, Proflnsor of Chemittry and Mineralogy in Bowdoin CoUcce, and Rev. J. P- 
ClMTeland, Prvaidant elect of a college in Bficblgan. 
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ter left a handsome estate, the fruits of a practice somewhat extensive 
and lucrative. His library and stock of medicines were sold i^t auction. 
My father purchased them. The library — hear it, ye ill-starred doctors 
of later times, who must toil through many a wearisome tome, and 
whose shelves groan under a weight of medical lore — ^the library of this 
popular and successful physician consisted of just two books ! 

My father soon found employment. He early secured, and ever 
retained, so long as his health permitted him to attend to it, the larger 
and better part of the medical practice of the place. He was likewise 
often called into the neighboring towns, Ipswich, Hamilton, Wenham, 
Middleton, Boxford, and particularly Danvers. 

Very soon after coming to Topsfield, he received a commission as 
Justice of the Peace, at that time a distinction of some value. This 
appointment opened to him an additional field of labor. He turned his 
attention to those points of law and statute which come within the juris- 
diction of the civil magistrate, and soon qualified himself to discharge 
his duties with accuracy and fidelity. 

In 1787 he married Lucy, eldest daughter of his instructer, Dr. Man- 
ning. She was a lady of great excellence, but died in 1791 without 
issue. In the following year he was again married to Experience, daugh- 
ter of Dr. Elisha Lord, of Pomfret, Conn. By this connection he had 
nine children. Three died in infancy. The others, with their mother, 
survive. 

At this period of his life he was often employed as a referee, often 
on committees for laying out roads, and other matters of the kind, which 
require a knowledge of business and a sound judgment. In 1811 he 
was chosen into the Senate of this Commonwealth. In 1812 he was 
ousted by the operation of the Gerrymander law. But the change in 
public sentiment, produced by that high-handed measure, restored him 
m 1815. He retained his seat by sucessive elections until 1819, when 
lie declined being a candidate. I am not aware that while a member of 
this body he ever engaged in debate. In this respect he felt, probablv, 
an unnecessary diffidence. In comparing himself with others, he thought 
too much of his early disadvantages. But his weight of character, his 
knowledge, judgment, and good sense, were felt and acknowledged by 
his associates at that board. ' Among them were some of the first men 
in the State — ^men whose approbation was j7r(me— ^nd who, then, and 
ever after, when occasion ofifered, evinced that he had secured their 
esteem and regard. 

In 1814 my father was appointed a Session Justice of the Circuit 
Court of Common Pleas. From 1890 to 1822 he was Associate Jus- 
tice of the Court of Sessions, and in 1823 he was appointed Chief Jus- 
tice. For this station he was well fitted by his knowledge of business, 
his sound discretion, and his unyielding firmness in all questions of prin- 
dple and duty. This station he retained until 1828. From that time 
he was engaged in no public business. 

In 1824 he received from Harvard University the houorary degree of 
Doctor in Medicine.. This attention was not less pleasing, in that it was 
equally unsought and unexpected. 
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Dr. C. was just six feet in height. His form was erect, dignifiedi 
commanding. Until past thirty, he was spare and slender. He after- 
wards became corpulent — weighing, at one time, two hundred and six« 
ty-Gve pounds. Yet such were the height and proportions of his frame, 
that his corpulence never materially injured its symmetry. His bealtli, 
until be was about fifty yeara old, was uncommonly firm. He sbnink 
from no exposure — sunk under no hardship. His first severe sickiiess 
he supposed at the time to be an attack of colic. A repetition of the 
attack, attended by clearer symptoms, convinced him that his suflbrinp 
arose from urinary calculi. The debility and emaciation produced £7 
these attacks of excruciating pain were very great. He felt that hb 
constitution was broken up, and that his lease of life bad probably dwin- 
dled to a span. Though he at length recovered, in a good degree, his 
strength, and resumed attention to business, he never after regained his 
former firm health. He continued to be subject to attacks of severe 
pain and confinement, and scarcely ever rode without feeling more or 
less uneasiness. A sulkey, which he used constantly for the last twenty* 
five years, was the only vehble in which he could ride with tolerable 
comfort. Whether this was owing to its greater easiness, or the pecih 
liar nature of its motion, may be a qiTestion of some interest with medi- 
cal men. 

Knowing that you are familiar with the principal circumstances of 
the long and painful illness which preceded his death, I deem it the leas 
necessary to enter into detail. The beginning of that illness was maoi* 
fested by severe pain after taking certain articles of food. The same 
result successively followed the use of other things, till, at length, 
there was no article of solid food, and but one or two liquids, which be 
could take without distress. These privations and pains, with maay 
which seemed to result bom other causes, he bore with equanimity and 
resignation. To the end of life — in opposition to the opinion and wish 
of friends and of physicians — he declined almost entirely the use of those 
narcotics which would have relieved his pain, lest they should deaden 
his intellectual and moral sensibilities. 

A brief allusion to some of his personal tnuts will not, I trust, be 
deemed unbecoming. A slight acquaintance with my father would suf- 
fice to identify him with a school which has passed, or is fast passng, 
away. He was nursed in the puritan strictness of earlier times. His 
character, early formed and invigorated under the pressure of hardship 
and stem necessity, and amid the thrilling scenes of the Revolutkm, 
exhibited in his maturer years the strength and firmness which might be 
expected from such training. There was no effeminacy about him. 
He regulated his life with the closest regard to principle. If his strict- 
ness sometimes bordered on severity, his severity was of the wholesome 
kind. With all this, his natural sensibilities were quick and tender. 

In public affiiirs and political questions, he took, finom his first entry 
into active life, a lively interest. Of his politk^al opinions bis children 
will never feel ashamed, for they can say that they were those of Ham- 
ilton, Jay, and Washington. In politics his course was decided and un- 
wavering. With the class, so numerous of late years^ who ftsbiqii 
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'^ their doctrines to the varying hour/' he had neither fellowship nor 
sympathy. 

As a physician, he was much esteemed by those who had opportunity to 
learn his worth. He made, indeed, no pretensions to extensive medical 
lore — be attempted no difficult surgical operations. But he had — what 
all the schools of medicine cannot of tliemselves supply — an observing 
mind, a retentive memory, a good judgment, and a high sense of re- 
sponsibilitv. Nor did he, like too many country physicians, neglect the 
reading of medical books and journals. His practice was always pru- 
dent and cautious— qualities which young and ardent physicians are not 
apt sufficiently to admire. He was punctual in attending to calls, and 
kind and cheerful in the sick room. He possessed, in a high degree, 
tbe qualities which ensure to a physician the con6dence and attachment 
of bis patients. These feelings were often and very strongly manifested. 
Amid the strife of parties and the collision of rival interests, a man so de- 
cided «)d active could not be without opponents. These he had, and 
hitler ones. Yet it was do uncommon thing to hear even the bitterest 
say, that Dr. Cleaveland was a good physician — while they gave every 
proof of sincerity by employing him still. 

The position of a medical man in a small country village is, in some 
important respects, very difierent from that of the city practitioner. 
The divbion of labor, m large towns, very naturally shuts the physician 
up to hb chosen and appropriate sphere. But the country doctor will find 
many opportunities and calls to do good, for which the faculty, as such, 
give no prescriptions. Happy he, who has the power and disposition to 
meet such calls. During the fifty years of my father's practice in 
Topefield, few days probably passed, when his opinion or assistance was 
not sought in some matter aside from his profession. I believe, too, 
that I shall be borne out by those who knew him best and longest, in 
laying that there were few occurrences or questions, incident to common 
life, in regard to which he had not formed an opinion, or could not give 
judicious advice. Indeed the mere fact that through so long a series of 
yeare confidence continued undiminished — the oracle being consulted to 
the very last — proves that the responses had not been found unsafe or 
fidlacious. The happy influences of so long a course of beneficent action 
are not to be estimated. How many quarrels have been arrested — how 
many lawsuits prevented — how much needless expense and trouble 
<aved, in a thousand instances, by the timely, the un-feed advice of a 
judicioos and peace-making neighbor. 

I should do injustice to my own feelings, and to my fcther's memory, 
should I conclude this imperfect sketch without making mention of his 
leligious sentiments and character. In these matters — all important as 
be deemed them — of belief and practice, his course was open and de- 
oided. Trained in the orthodoxy of primitive times, his early opinions 
were confirmed by tbe personal and careful investigation of his maturer 
years, and he was abundantly able to give a reason for his faith, as well 
ts bis hope. Opinions so decided — so cherished— could not he without 
their kifloence; they moulded his character and shaped his conduct. 
The ^Bffuioli of tnitb-'Hbe suppresakMi of vice in every ibnn^Mhe 
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spread of religion, pure and undefiled — were objects for which be loved to 
pray — ^for which he labored, and to which he contributed liberally of his 
substance. Yet after a long life employed in doing good, bis hopes, his 
dependence, were in Christ alone. Thus sustained, thus soothed, 
« Faded hii late, declining yean away." 

Thus sustained, thus soothed — ^from the midst of the afTectionate cir- 
cle which had learned of him to venerate true worth — with undisturbed 
serenity, and undiminished hope, he sunk gendy to the tomb. 



LETTERS FROM THE WEST.— NO. I. 
LEXmGTON, KT. — ^UEDIOAL SOCIETT. — MEDICAL SCHOOL. ^DS. DUDLBT. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir,— 1 am now in one of the most delightful cities of the West, 
enjoying the hospitality of good-hearted Kentuckians, and associating 
daily with medical gentlemen who are well known throughout our 
country, and who have long sustained a reputation which renders them 
ornaments to our profession. I have a great deal to tell you, and 
scarcely know where to commence or how to proceed. You are aware, 
I presume, that Lexington, for a great number of years, was the focus 
of medical science in the West. Here were assembled, as early as 
1810, the most distinguished members of the profession, perhaps, at 
that period in the Mississippi Valley. And she still sustains her high 
standing. She ranks equal with her sister cities in point of medical 
talent, but finds pretty active rivals in Cincinnati and Louisville. Near 
about the time I have mentioned the Lexington Medical Society was 
organized, the first institution of the kind ever formed in the West. In 
1815 the foundation of a medical school was laid, but it was not fully 
organized until the fall of 1819. This created great excitement among 
the principal medical men of Lexington, and led to a great deal of bitter 
animosity. Dr. Drake, of Cincinnati, who was chosen one of the lec- 
turers, and Dr. Dudley, the lecturer upon anatomy and surgery, became 
involved in a severe controversy, and, for a short time, the prospects of 
the young school were by no means brilliant. 

It will be proper here to state that the project had in view was to 
establish a medical department of Transylvania University, and although, 
as I have before stated, this was not effected until 1819, yet the asso- 
ciation of physicians, who were at this time delivering lectures, by leave 
of the University, was styled '^ The Medical College of Transylvania 
University." As a specimen of the sarcastic talent of the two gentle- 
men engaged in the public controversy, I will extract a sentence or two 
from their pamphlets. Dr. Drake was charged by Dr. Dudley with an 
attempt to destroy the College. He founded his chaise chiefly upon 
the iacts that he left Lexington and started a medical school at Cincin- 
nati. Dr. Drake came out in a lengthy pamphlet, denying the charge. 
Dr. Dudley replied. From this reply 1 make the ibllowing extract. 
^' But, sir, what will the learned say, on being told tliat Daniel Drake, 
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author of the " Picture of Cincinnati," he whose name is already 
enroUed in the proud ]ist of American literati, is also the author of a 
pamphlet, unprecedented for its low vulgarity, unequalled for its abuse 
of individual character. Surely botany, mineralogy and geology, those 
high departments of science to which you hate invited public attention, 
acknowledge no alliance with that low art of which the grovelling tech- 
aicaiicy consists in liar, scoundrel and villain." 

Shortly after Dr. Dudley's pamphlet appeared, Dr. Drake came out 
in a " Second Appeal " of thirty-four pages duodecimo. From this I send 
jrou the following extract. " As Dr. Dudley has given us to understand, 
lo the second line of his book, that he is a scholar, it may not be amiss 
to devote five minutes to a consideration of his character as an author. 
As far as I know, Dr. Dudley is the author of three different works: 
an inaugural dissertation— a letter addressed to me, inserted in my first 
appeal — and the pamphlet before me. The first ought to have been 
suppressed by his friends, and should not now be dragged before the 
public ; the second would be a fair subject for criticism, if its grammar, 
orthography and punctuation, were not so wretched as to sink the dig- 
nity of any reviewer who might condescend to touch it. * * * * 
• * * * I now proceed to an examination of the chef cPceuvre of 
the doctor's literary labor — his pamphlet." 

This is the way they used to quarrel here, and I can assure you the 
spirit is kept up to this day. Every medical school which has since 
been organized in the West, save the Lake Erie Institution, has com- 
menced with a big quarrel. One school, indeed, projected by Dr. 
Drake (the medical department of Miami University), was quarrelled 
out of existence before it had time to breathe completely. The enmity 
between Dr. Drake and Dr. Dudley has long ago been adjusted, and 
they are now on friendly terms. The breach between them was healed 
in two or three years subsequent to their controversy, so that the little 
extracts I have given will serve as matters of merriment. 

The medical department of Transylvania University went into suc- 
cessful operation with the following faculty, the first ever organized west 
of the mountains — Drs. Dudley, Caldwell, Brown, Richardson and 
BIythe. The first session the school numbered 37 pupils and 7 gra- 
duates. Its increase has been gradual, until now it averages 260 pupils 
and 75 graduates. Several changes have taken place in the professor- 
ships from time to time, and a few difficulties have occurred recently, 
which for a time seemed to blight the prospects of the school ; but I 
believe no serious injury has been sustained, and Transylvania bids fiiir 
to flourish. The faculty now consists of the followbg gentlemen : Dr. 
B. W. Dudley, professor of Anatomy and Surgery ; Dr. Cross, pro- 
fessor of Institutes and Medical Jurisprudence ; Dr. N. R. Smith, pro- 
fessor of Theory and Practice ; Dr. Wm. H. Richardson, professor of 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children ; Dr. Thomas D. 
Mitchell, professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica ; Dr. Robt. 
Peter, professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. The late munificent 
endowment of the city council of Lexington (^45,000), will enable the 
trustees to obtain every requisite material for the advancement of the 
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school. And they are losing no time. A splendid medical ball will be 
erected by the ensuing session, and one of the professors is now on his 
way to Europe to obtain books and apparatus. 

Pfo man enjoys a more extensive reputation than Professor Dudley. 
His character as a surgeon is established in Europe and America ; and 
as a lithotomist, he certainly has not his superior in the world. His 
practice (medical and surgical) is remarkably simple. 1 have heard 
bim disapprove of the many complicated surgical apparatuses for frac- 
tures, dislocations, &c., of modem times, and declare that the bandage, 
properly applied, would entirely supersede their use. He never makes 
use of splints of any kind in his dressings, applying nothing but the ban- 
dage. This he does in such a manner that the muscles involved in a 
dislocation or fracture are so completely paralyzed that the injured parts 
Bte left quietly to restoration, while at the same time the pressure 
exerted, although very powerful, is so uniform that the circulation is not 
disturbed. 

In operating he u^es few instruments, but they are well selected. He 
does not approve of lithotrity, lithontripsy, or any of the improvements 
upon Civiale or Heurteloup ; preferring, always, the plainest possible 
style of lithotomy. In the administration of medicines he observes the 
same simplicity. Calomel, t. emetic, opium, ipecac, and a few of die 
vegetable cathartics, constitute almost his entire materia medica. If I 
am not mistaken, he has never, in his life, administered a grain of nor- 
phine or ten grains of quinine. 

As a lecturer he is generally admired. His language is plain and 
forcible, and conveyed with an impressive diction. He has written but 
very little for the press, and probably never will write anything of the 
character of a volume. He has been promising the medical classes in 
Transylvania, for tlie last eight or ten years, to publish a work on sur- 
gery, by the ensuing session ; but it has never appeared. In his pri- 
vate life be conducts himself in a manner which renders him worthy the 
admiration of all. He is quite afiable in his manners, and pleasant in 
his conversation. He is small in stature. 1 suppose bis age must be 
6fty-6ve or sixty. 

My letter, 1 think, is about as long as it ought to be, and I shall close. 
My next will probably be from Cincinnati. Your friend, 

Lexington, JEy., May 20, 1839. W. J. B. 



CASE OF CHOREA, WITH REMARKS. 

BT XDWARD WABRBIT, MD. 

[OommuDlcated for tb« Boston Medical and Surtieal Journal.] 

Whkw called to a case of chronic nervous disease, especially if it be of 
spasmodic character, it is seldom that we can have any very sanguine 
hopes of seeing any immediate benefit produced by our remedies. On 
the contrary, we have to apprehend that the affection will baffle all our 
eflforts to subdue it, or that it will only yield after an obstinate and per- 
plexing resistance. 
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Of late years, the treatment most universally considered as bene6<»al 
in cliorea, has consisted in the exhibition of purgatives. Antispasmodic 
remedies were of course naturally resorted lo, and tonics have their ad- 
vocates. Others, considering that the disease is generally excited by 
worms, rely principally upon anthelmintics. On the whole, however, 
there is perhaps a greater union of opinion upon the treatment of this, 
than of most other diseases. 

Chorea is generally preceded by habitual constipation, furred tonguCi 
diminished or morbid appetite, and very frequently by worms. 

The case I have to relate has little in it that is peculiar, but it aflbrds 
a good illustration of the effect of remedies, from which benefit was 
derived eariier than is generally to be expected. 

Tbe grand object to be held in view in affections of this kind, is in 
the first place to remove all sources of irritation from tbe stomach and 
bowels, and to bring them into a healthy state. The second object is 
to give tone to the nervous system, where, as in most cases, tone is re- 
quired ; or to remove plethora when the disease exhibits the entonic 
character. I believe, however, that entony is rarely a cause of nervous 
spasmodic afiections. Spasm is far more generally tbe result of weak- 
ness than of strength. 

May 19th. — I was desired to visit A. B., a lad of about thirteen yean 
of age, of spare habit. He had for about eighteen months past been sub- 
ject to spasm of the facial muscles, which had gradually increased, and 
extended to the whole body. I found him to be of a very shy, timid 
disposition ; any observation increasing the convulsive motk)ns, which 
were incessant, to a great degree. Before the afiection commenced^ he 
bad been subject to worms, and had passed several of great length 
Within a day or two before I saw him. His tongue was thickly coated, 
bowels constipated, appetite voracious. He had received medical ad- 
vice a year before i saw him, but the effort to swallow the medicines 
produced such violent spasms, that they were abandoned. His sleep 
Was uneasy and frequently disturbed ; and a severe paroxysm came on 
every night soon after he went to bed. He had also pain in tbe small 
of the back. 

In order to obviate the difficulty produced by taking disagreeable 
medicines, I directed pills composedof calomel, jalap, rhubarb and aloes 
combined, which by their being minutely divided he was able to swallow 
in sufficient quantity to act as a powerful purgative. He was confined 
to a strict but nourishing diet, friction and rubefacients applied to tbe 
spine, and an anodyne pill given at bed-time every night. 

On my second visit I found him much better. The medicine had 
operated powerfully, the spasms were less, the tongue much cleaner, and 
the appetite more moderate. The pills were continued every other 
Bight for a little over a week, and his improvement was rapid. I next 
directed him to make use daily of a cold shower bath, to which at the 
time hefshowed no aversion. 

On my subsequent visit, he was not quite so well. The shower 
bath had excited violent spasms in consequence of his dread of the 
cM m^Mf and his nervous system had not recovered itself when I saw 
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bim. I advised, therefore, that no further attempt should be made to 
use the shower bath ; but that he should gradually accustom himself to 
the use of cold water by sponging daily, and employing it more and 
more freely until he became habituated to it. After the sponging, fric- 
tion was employed for some time every morning, and then the rubefa- 
cient wash applied to the lower part of the back. This wash was of 
sufficient strength to create some irritation, but not to remove the cuticle. 
The friction was repeated at ni^ht. 

June 2d. Much better. Finds no difficulty in sponging with cold 
water. The nocturnal paroxysms have entirely disappeared. 

After he bad continued the purgative course for about a fortnight 
with great beneGt, 1 directed him to take the tincture of muriate of iron, 
in rose water, with syrup of orange peel, about fifteen drops three times 
a-day. This was continued for a week or two, when the sulphate of 
quinine was substituted. After a short time longer, he had become so 
habituated to the use of medicines, and had acquired so much confidence 
in their efficacy, that I ventured upon a trial of a preparation containing 
turpentine, in which, however, the taste was as much disguised as possi- 
ble. He took this without much difficulty, and he continued to improve. 
No perceptible benefit was derived from the turpentine ; no more worms 
were passed ; and after a short trial it was discontinued. The iron and 
quinine were resumed and given alternately, and cathartics as occasion 
required. It appears to me that much of the benefit of tonics is often 
lost, and bad consequences are frequently produced by them, in conse- 
quence of sufficient care not being taken to keep the bowels in a cool 
state and free from irritation, by the occasional exhibition of a cathartic 
or laxative, and by preparing the way for them in this manner before 
they are commenced. In most cases, a tonic will act much more bene- 
ficially if preceded by a cathartic. 

I continued to visit my patient until the first of August. His improve- 
ment had been steady and progressive, his appetite was healthy, tongue 
clean, no pain in the back. He rested well without opiates, and had no 
nocturnal paroxysms. The convulsive motions were now slight, and 
less frequent. To complete the cure, I advised his removal into 
the country. 
Boston, June lOth, 1839. 



CREOSOTE IN APHTHAE. 

A MEDICAL friend, residing in Virginia, makes the followmg remarks at 
the close of a letter. 

" I wish to propose to Dr. Hitchcock, for consideration or trial, the 
use of creosote in aphthae of the oesophagus, he. A remedy for chronic 
aphthae is a desideratum in these parts. My friend. Dr. W. A. G., is 
pursuing such a remedy with great ardor. He writes me that he has a 
case now on hand, oi a truly obstinate character. The generality of 
physicians, I suppose, would pronounce creosote dangerous in such cases, 
if not entirely inefficient. 

We are making a trial, m this neighborhood, of the iodw^tted kydrarg. 
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potass, in doses of about 5 drops, in a case of inflammation about the 
eye. Some have pronounced it a case of cancerous character. The 
sight of one eye has already been destroyed. The iodine has been 
used for some time for the purpose of reducing a small tumor near the 
canthus of the eye. The gentleman whose eye is thus affected is a 
wealthy and truly respectable citizen, and of course we feel a delicacy 
in mentioning his name or in pronouncing it a cancer. We should be 
glad, however, of any information concerning the io. hy. potass, in such 
a case.*' 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON. JUNE 19, J839: 



HISTORY OF AMERICAN SURGERY. 

Thbotjgh all the changes that have taken place in our country, from the 
earliest period of its civilization down to the present moment, surgery has 
been skilfully and successfully practised. Even before the revolution, 
there were operators of distinguished attainments settled in the colonies, 
who not only closely followed the systems taught in Europe, where most 
of them had been educated, but they exhibited a boldness and ingenuity 
that won the confidence of the people. In the great struggle for indepen- 
dence, men of every rank and condition from the old world rushed to the 
theatre of war, and generously assisted, by their superior advantages, in lay- 
ing the foundation of those institutions which now give so much character to 
the United States. Both physicians and surgeons from England, France 
and Germany, felt a sympathy for the oppressed, and the patriotism which 
influenced them to leave the polished circles in which they moved at home, 
to join the needy armies under the renowned Washington, should never 
be lost sight of by posterity. The first native operators had their instruc- 
tion, therefore, from persons who were qualified in the best schools and 
hospitals of Europe. From the very beginning, in fact, operative surgery 
has not been obliged to contend with those embarrassments which have 
characterized the domain of clinical medicine. While physic has had its 
brigades of ignorant pretenders, the art of surgery has rarely fallen into 
ignorant hands. 

Here in New England, the late eminent Dr. John Warren, of Boston, 
and Dr. Nathan Smith, of New Hampshire, enjoyed a merited reputation 
which few or none, perhaps, in modern times, can expect to obtain. Their 
fame extended over a vast extent of territory, and even at this day their 
authority is quoted with an air of confidence. Dr. Le Prelate, an uncom- 
monly accomplished surgeon, who came from France and settled in the 
neighborhood of this city, should by no means be lost sight of in chroni- 
cling the chirurgical events of the north. To these wonderful men, suc- 
ceeded the present Dr. Warren, of Boston ; Dr. Twitchell, of Keene, N. 
H. ; and a host whose names and exploits are familiar, who are located in 
various places — the central points, from whence a widely-extended fame is 
continually increasing. 

In New York, without going further hack than the memory of the late 
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Dr. Post, most interesting details might be famished, of importance to the 
historian of the art. 

These thoughts took their rise in consequence of ascertaining that Joha 
R, W. Dunbar, M.D., of Baltimore, is earnestly engaged in collecting 
materials for a work on the history of American surgery. The labor could 
not have been voluntarily undertaken by a more competent person. Ii 
necessarily embraces a long period of time, and will oblige him to collect 
the personal biography of a mullilude whose influence is still felt, while 
their names, if much longer neglected, will be wholly lost to the archives 
of fame. 

It will be a praiseworthy act to favor Dr. Dunbar with sketches of cha- 
racters, reports of surgical cases, together with newspaper accounts of 
olden times, when properly authenticated. Series of the first medical 
journals published, with the uninterrupted files, are indispensable to him, 
and we venture to hope that the profession, in every part of the country, 
will transmit, for his use, ail such auxiliary assistance as may be at their 
disposal. Pamphlets, inaugural discourses on the occasion of the induc- 
tion of a teacher to a chair of surgery, together with manuscript notes of 
gentlemen, taken during their pupilage, will all be serviceable in enabling 
the compiler to complete the history in a manner acceptable to us all. 

As the subject is extensive, embracing a broad geographical field, it is 
hardly possible that the public should be gratified with the result of the 
author's inquiries and researches very speedily. There is no pressing 
necessity for hurrjnng it through the press in an unfinished condition — a 
few years, if years are required, are of but little consequence, compared 
with the importance of having facts properly arranged, and judiciously 
selected. Dr. Dunbar has certainly taken up unoccupied ground, which 
promises an abundant harvest. He has nothing to fear from competitors, 
and consequently if he does not secure an imperishable name for himself, 
while rescuing the memories of others from the accumulating dust of ages, 
the world— especially that part of it included within the boundaries of 
North America — will wonder how it happened. 



American Medical Almanac. — The first edition of two thousand copies, 
of that useful medical remembrancer, the American Medical Almanac, 
met with such rapid sale, that an edition of six thotuand is contemplated 
in the second number of the series, for 1840. Gentlemen are respectfully 
requested to favor us with such statistical materials as will most conduce 
to the general utility and interest of the work. All medical associations, 
the names of presiding officers, locations — whether of State, county or 
town, are solicited. Statistics of American hospitals, with names of the 
principal medical officers, term of office, compensation, annual number of 

Sitients, &c., in the cities of Philadelphia, Baltimore, and the States of 
orth and South Carolina, Georgia and Louisiana, are greatly desired^ 
from competent sources. Facts, in the fewest words, will be nighly ac- 
ceptable. All such papers, however, should reach us before the 15th of 
August, to be serviceable in constituting the pages of the next volume of 
the Almanac. 

-r •- 

Deep^aUd Disea$e of the Bones, — By looking back to page 256 then 
will be found detailed, in a general manner, the condition of a boy im 
CbarlestowQ, Mass., Who is suffering excrttciating^agonie8> frmn tima to 
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time, by what is supposed to be a disease of the anterior tibial nerTe* 
With reference to that case, Dr. Comstock, a learned practitioner of iBedi« 
cine, residing at Lebanon, Conn., has kindly related the following, which 
certainly bears a striking analogy to the one referred to. 

" In further reflecting upon the boy's case at Charlestown, an instance 
occurred to me of a man who had a pain in his foot, which, from its in- 
tensity and his long-continued suffering, he at length was anxious to have 
amputated. This was done in my presence. The foot was afterwards 
dissected, and it appeared thai an acrimonious humor had eaten away a 
part of the end of one of the bones — one of the metatarsal bones, I think. 
At any rate, the bone eaten or eroded was left with three sharp points, as 
much like saw-teeth as anything. There was no caries, and I hardly 
consented to the amputation. Now had assiduous blistering or an issue 
been used, the limb might possibly have been saved. There was no 
swelling, and the injured part was not more than half an inch in width. 
As a slight injury appears to have been the cause of the boy's sufferings 
I have an impression that the bone may possibly be injured, as Sir Henry 
Halford found to be the case in some cases of tic douloureux. If so, re* 
move the injured spot with the trephine. This would have saved the 
man's foot" 



K S. Dispensatory. — We learn that Drs. Wood and Bache are pre- 
paring for the press a new edition of the United States Dispensatory. 
This will be the fourth edition, and, like the preceding, will probably be a 
large one. This excellent work is now generally introduced throughout 
the United States, and is equally necessary to physicians and druggists.— 
Medical Examiner, 



Belladonna in Erysipelas, — At the last meeting of the Medical Society 
of London, the members were occupied with a discussion on the treat* 
ment of erysipelas. 

Mr. Headland made some remarks on the great variety of treatment 
recommended by various teachers in this disease, a fact which he thought 
an opprobrium to the science of medicine. He had read some cases re-> 
ported in the Lancet, in which Mr. Liston had employed the extract of 
Delladonna, in small doses, with great effect. He (Mr. Headland) had since 
tried this remedy in three cases, and the effects were most satisfactory — 
more satisfactory, indeed, than those from any other remedies which he 
had ever employed. From the good effect of belUdonna in scarlatina, as 
well as in the disease in question, he believed that it possessed a specific 
action upon the skin. — London Lancet. 



The FcBtus free from the Operation of the Imagination. — A correspoB* 
dent at Guildford writes as follows : — 

About eight years ago I assisted at the removal of a supernumerarv 
thumb from the left hand of an infant, who bad been bom with this aa- 
ditional member under the following circumstances. On the occurrence 
of the birth of a former child, inquiries were made of the husband by the 
lady's father regarding the health of his daughter, and received the satis- 
factory information that she was doing well, but that the child, " like all 
bar diild^n at birth, was little bigger than a thumb." The lady's father 
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(an octogenarian) dining with friends that day, and in his dotage misap- 
prehending the observation, stated to his guests, as a very singular cir» 
cumstance, "that all his daughter's children had been bom with twa 
thumbs on the left hand;" the observation excited much merriment, and 
the father's story was next day jocularly detailed to the daughter. She 
again became pregnant, and her mind reverted to the tale of a child with 
two thumbs on the left hand ; and, during the whole period of gestation, 
her mind was under the conviction that her child would be born with this 
deformity. Her first inquiry after its birth was, "Nurse, has not the child 
two thumbs on the left hand V* It had. Within a month from the time 
at which the above case occurred, the wife of a tradesman in my vicinity 
gave birth to an infant with an exactly similar deformity, two thumbs oa 
the left hand ; but, unlike the mother in the former case, she had never 
for a moment entertained a thought of any malformation being likely to 
befal her child. To my mind these two cases strikingly illustrate the 
fallacy of the opinion that the mother's mind exerts any influence over 
the configuration of the fcetus in utero. — Ibid. 



New Hampshire Insane Asylum, — It has been agreed upon by those 
immediately interested, that the location of the institution shall be selected 
by Drs. Woodward, Bell and Rockwell. The town of Portsmouth voted, 
in town meeting, on Monday, June 10th, to appropriate the surplus reve- 
nue belonging to the inhabitants, $23,000, towards the establishment, pro- 
vided it shall be erected in that town ; in that case, funds to the amount 
of $55,000 would be at the disposal of the trustees, towards commencing 
that much needed charity for the insane poor of the State. 



Mixtures. — No. 6. R. Liquor ammon. acetat., 3iv. ; vini antim. po- 
tassio-tartratis, Jss. ; vini ipecacuan., 3ij. ; syrup, papav., ^ss. ; aquie 
destillat., 3 xiv. M. Sumat 3i- — 3vi. subinde. In catarrh. 

No. 7. R. Vini ipecac, 3iss. ; spir. aether, nitrici, 3iiss. ; liquor 
ammon. acetat., 3ij- ; vini antim. potassio-tartrat., 3iss. ; mist, camphor. 
3 ivss. ; syrup, papav., 3ij. M. Cochleare unum vel duo tertiis horis. In 
catarrh. 

No. 8. R. Vini ipecacuan., 3iij.; syrup, tolutani, 3v. ; mist, acaciee, 
3 i. M. Sumat drachmam omni hora. 

No. 9. R. Rad. althese, herb. melisssB, herb, menthse sativ., florum 
sambuci, florum arnicae, aa 3 i* ; seminum anisi, 3ss. M. Fiat infasio 
pro potu ordinario. — Copland. 

No. 10. R. infus. aurant., 3 viij. ; antim. potassio-tartrat., gr. iv.; sy- 
rup, papav., 3 iv. M. Sumat cochleare unum amplum tertiis horis. 



Connecticut Medical Society. — At the late meeting of the Fellows of the 
Connecticut Medical Society, who are chosen by the members at their 
county meetings, the following resolution was passed : 

'* Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take into consideration the 
present state of the affairs of the Connecticut Medical Society, and the 
propriety of so altering the Act of Incorporation of said Society, as here- 
after to dispense with the appointment and pay of Fellows, and to substi- 
tute in place of the annual meeting of Fellow^, an annual meeting of «U 
the members of the Society ; and that the committee suggest such other 
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alterations of the Act of Incorporation and of the By-laws of the Society 
as they may deem necessary, and that they report to the next convention." 

Drs. A. Brigham, A. Sumner, and A. Welch, were appointed. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of an asylum for the 
insane poor, made the following report, which was accepted : 

" That, in their opinion, the cause of humanity and the public good 
would be promoted by such an establishment. Such an institution has 
been advised by the Directors of the Retreat, by the former conventions 
of this Society, and by the committee of the Legislature to whom this sub- 
ject was referred. We are of opinion that a committee of this Society 
should be appointed to confer with the Legislature, and express, as the 
opinion of the Connecticut Medical Society, their high estimation of the 
advantages which would accrue from the contemplated establishment." 

The officers of the Society for the ensuing year, are Silas Fuller, M.D., 
President; Elijah Middlebrook, M.D., Vice President; Luther Ticknor, 
M.D., Treasurer; Archibald Welch, M.D., Secretary. The committee 
to whom was referred the subject of vaccination, recommend re-vacci- 
nation once in ten or twelve years. 



Pathology of Porrigo. — ^The observations of Bassi and Audouin on 
the nature of muscardine — a disease to which silkworms are subject — ^had 
proved that it was owing to the growth of minute fungi on the animal, 
rrofessor Schoenlein, of Zurich, has been led to examine, under the mi- 
croscope, some cutaneous eruptions. On the first examination of a pustule of 
porrigo lupinosa, he satisfied himself of the vegetable and fungous nature 
of the pustule. Professor Schoenlein is busily employed in prosecuting 
this subject, and means soon to publish the results of his investigations. — 
Muller*s Archiv.,from the London Medical Gazette. 



Medical Miscellany. — A little girl, seven years old, was lately killed in 
Butler Co., Pennsylvania, by the bite of a rattlesnake. — It is computed 
that there are 2200 insane persons in Pennsylvania, having no provision 
made for their comfort or restoration. — Dr. McIGmney, of Nashville, 
Tenn., who was about establishing a hospital at thatr place, has absconded, 
being, it is supposed, a defaulter to a large amount. — The measles are 
very prevalent in South Africa ; it was thought that one fifth of the popu- 
lation were affected by the epidemic. — Tincture of common black pepper, 
combined with an equal quantity of spirits of turpentine, is recommended 
for tooth ache. — A physician of Boston is said to have given two hundred 
dollars to the treasurer of the Medical Society, to meet the current ex- 
penses of last year. — ^The present Board of Health in Charleston, S. C, 
are uncommonly vigilant, which encourages the inhabitants to hope for 
continued good health in the city. — At Madison, Indiana, by an accidental 
explosion of powder, an iron drill, several feet longf, was shot almost its 
whole length through a laborer's head — entering the lower part of the 
jaw and passing out at the temple. The man is likely to recover. — 
br. Dyott, the great banking quack, of Philadelphia, has been sentenced 
to seven years in the Penitentiary, for his numerous villanies. — A man 
died of hydrophobia at Greenport, last week, who had been bitten in De- 
cember by a rabid dog. — At Evansville, lo., a man, recently from England, 
was bitten by a rattlesnake, and died in thirty hours. 
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Married,— In Boston, Henry G. Clark, M.D., to MiM M. G. N. Preseott. 



Died,— At Newmansvillc, Fa^ Feb. 4, Dr. Cornelius T. Brackett, of Falmouth, 
Maine. 

Whole namber of deathfl in Boston far the week ending June 15, 2S. Males, 8— IbmaleB, 14. 
Of consumption, 4— bilious colic, 1— disease of the heart, 1— 4nflamniatioa of the bowda, 1— 

acarlet fever, 4— dropsv on the brain, l—rheumatic fever, 1— bowel complaint, 2— apoplexy, I 

▼vJiiona, l—aadtes, 1— <liaease of the brain, l>-liiflammatory fever, l-^tiUbom, 1. 



TO PHY81<:iAN8. 

▲ PHTaiciAV who wishes to relinquish the practice, can hear of one of experience who wooM be ^M 
to occupy his stand, and who can give the most unexceptionable references as to character, ftc^ hj 
addreasiuf a Une to the editor, post paid. Juoe 19— 3C 

VACCINE VIRUS. 

PHTSICI41IB in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charfed with Puak Vaoan 
ViBua, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jounml, eacl ' 
one dollar, po9i paia, without which no letter will be taken from the poet office. June 19 



PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb subscribers are associated (br the purpose of giving a complete course of medical {nstmcUoa. 
Their pupils will have regular acceas to the medical and surgical practice of the Maasachnaatta Gcacnl 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which cooataatly 
presenu a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be affbrded for acquirliva 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be furnished with opper^ 
tunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the pupils, pwtio- 
larjy to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded fbr aeqnlriof a 
periouAl acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by eTaminatto— «r 
lectures will be given in the diffbrent branches of medical studies, during the Interval between the 
public lectures of the Univeiaity. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be fhmished to tift 
students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. SHAXTDCK, 

WALTER CHANIf DfG, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. 81— eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Jb. 

WIN8LOW LEWia; Jb. 

TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

Thb subscribers, at their private medical school in Tremont street, oflbr the foUowlBg fcrflNiBB t* 
professional stuaents. 

1. A dallv attendance at the wards of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

2. Attendance at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

8. Opportunities of seeing interesting cases and surgical operations in private practice, io the Ai- 
pensaries and elsewhere. 

4. Occasional opportunities for obstetric practice. 

5. Lectures on surgery, and practical demonstrations in anatomy from recent eutdects. 

6. Regular examinations, as (hr as desired, in all the branches, in the interval between the lectnrii 
or Harvard University. 

7. A private dissecting room, In which during the last year an aboBdaat aupply of anatoBiical aBh> 
Jects has been gratuitously fuwished. 

Eighteen gentlemen have entered this school since lu coomeneemeBt in September last. 

JACOB BIGELOW, 
EDWARD RETNOLD8, 

BottoH,May 15, 1831. Sam«m D. HUMPHREYS STCMm* 

OLIVER W. HOLICES. 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 

rOR THE TREATMRUT OF SPINAL DISTORTIONS, GLI7B rSBT, STC. 
At 65 Belknap Street, Boston' Patients from a distance can be accommodated with board tn the !■- 
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Burgees 

We the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown's plan of an infirmary fbr the treatment of T ' 
Aflbctlons. Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by our advice i 
0ver calleo upon. 

John C. Warren, George Hayward, Edw. Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John !«».» 
John Homans, M. S. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Bhattuck, Jacob Bigelow, Enoch Hale, W, 
Strong, George Parkman, D. Humphreys Storer, George W. Otis, Jr.. Wiaslow Lewia, Jr^ i. E. 
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SKETCHES OF DISTINGUISHED QUACKS. 

[Communicated for the Boston Medictl and Bnrgical Journal.] 

In this enlightened age, when the school-master is abroad and tbe 
maroh of mind is so rapid that we can scarcely trace its footsteps^ 
quackery seems to rise triumphant in all her glory. Much has recently- 
been written upon this subject, both in separate treatises and in tbe 
foreign medical journals. As no writer, however, seems to have touched 
apon the history of those characters of ancient and modem times, who 
have most distinguished themselves for their ingenuity in tbe various 
departments of this science, some notices of the most remarkable among 
them may not be unamusing. It is a subject for regret that talents 
should be wasted by being forgotten ; and some valuable hints may per- 
haps be derived irom the memoirs of these honorable gentry, fcr the 
benefit of the younger members of the medical profession. 

The origin of medical quackery is probably as ancient as the origin 
of medicine. Among the earliest who practised this profession, if 1 
may so style what a modem writer would call one of the departnoents 
in the Empire of Rascaldom, was Thessalus, self-styled the ** conqueror 
of physicians." He was a man of low origin, and commenced his 
career in the manner of his brethren of those days and his successors in 
these, by claiming the discovery of a new theory of medicbe, which 
was to lead to a more correct practice, and supersede all further dis* 
coveries. He was by no means remiss in his endeavors, also, to heap 
contempt upon his rivals and his predecessors. His dexterity enabled 
him to acquire immense wealth. 

But a much more distinguished character was Alexander, conunemo* 
rated by Lucian, who flourished nearly at the same period with Tbes^ 
salus. From bis history we leara that the art of reading sealed letters 
18 by no means of recent discovery, but existed as far back as the time 
<^ liucian, many ages before the science of animal roagnerism was 
heard of. 

Wbikt he was travelling with a friend, Alexander came to a town 
where they saw a brood of large serpents, which were so tame that 
they were kept and fed by tbe females of the place. They purchasefl 
one of tbe most beautiful, and kept him carefully for their future operas 
tions. Soon after they had the good fortune to dig up, in an ancient 
temple of Apollo, some brass tablets upon which was an inscription that 
in a very short time Apollo, with his son .£sculapius, would ^^ffl^Qlp 
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take up their residence in Alexander's birth place. These tablets were 
shown, and the report of the speedy advent of the two divinities, rapidly 
spread throughout the country. An oracle was next established and 
uttered various mysterious predictions, some of which hinted at the 
name of Alexander. 

In the mean time his companion died and left him to bring to maturity 
and reap the full advantages of the scheme they had so ingeniously 
commenced. He now counterfeited madness, which in those days was 
considered to be inspiration. He thus attracted a great degree of atten- 
tion. All being now prepared for his debut, he took a small serpent 
and introduced it into an egg, through a small opening which was after- 
wards carefully stopped and concealed with a mixture of white lead and 
wax. Taking the egg thus prepared, he went at midnight to the foun- 
dations of a temple which had just been laid under his auspices, and 
were now overflowed with water. Here he hid the egg in the mud. 

The next day, Alexander, having only a girdle of gold about bb 
waist, rushed into the market place, harangued the people, sung hymns 
in honor of Apollo and ^sculapius, and rushed furiously towards the 
temple, followed by all the spectators and auditors. He plunged in- 
stantly into the mud, called for a cup, clapped it under the water, and 
exclaimed that he had caught the god ^sculapius. Raising the cup, 
he exhibited the eggy which on being broken was found to contain the 
serpent. Not a doubt was felt by the people, who were unbounded in 
their acclamations and expressions of joy that the medical divinity bad 
come among them. 

On the following morning be received the visits of the people, seated 
in an apartment properly arranged for effect, and gorgeously arrayed. 
A serpent of great size and beauty was seen partly concealed beneath 
his robes, and partly twisting himself in playful coils about bis neck and 
upper part of his body. If anything had been wanting to complete the 
astonishment of the beholders, the growth of ^sculapius within a single 
day was sufficient. The full extent of Alexander's pretensions was 
admitted, and he became universally resorted to on all occasions where 
the opinion of an oracle was required. The questions proposed to him 
were written and carefully sealed up. He took them into a different 
apartment, and speedily returned them with the answers written, but the 
seals apparently untouched. If any one had before doubted, he was 
now convinced ; since how could any mere mortal read through the 
thick folds of a carefully-sealed letter ? 

Lucian, who is well known to have been a confirmed sceptic, and a 
despiser of the gods, pretends that when Alexander took the letters into 
another room, he had ready a heated needle which he introduced be- 
tween the seal and the paper, and thus opened the letter without de- 
stroying the impression. He kept at hand, also, a composition which 
be employed to take off the impression, so that the letter could be re- 
sealed without the seal appearing to have been touched. The English 
translator of Lucian refers those who wish to be further acquainted 
with the methods of opening sealed letters, to the clerks of the post 
office. We might refer them to the subjects of animal magnetism. 
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Alexander now practised with perfect success, giving oracles and curing 
all manner of diseases. 

An empiric better known to the medical world, was Bombastus 
Paracelsus, who combined real knowledge and talent with the basest 
quackery. He was supposed to keep a familiar spirit enclosed in the 
handle of his sword. Butler tells us that, 

" Bombastus kept a devIPs bird 
Shut in the pommel of his sword, 
Who taught liim all the cunning pranks 
or past and Aiture mottntebanks.'* 

He finally sunk into dissipation and drunkenness, and died in a hos- 
pital, at the age of forty-eight, with a bottle of the elixir vit» which he( 
bad discovered at his bedside. 

Of those among the alchemists who practised the baser arts of 
quackery, we have a most vivid portrait in Alasco, painted by the au- 
thor of Waverley. The same pen has given us equally powerful delinea- 
tions of the other varieties of empirics — astrologers such as Galleotti, the 
friend and counsellor of Louis XI. ; adepts such as the German Dous- 
terswivel; or gipsies and wise women such as Meg Merrilies and Noma 
of the Fitful Head. In all these specimens, knavery and self-deception 
appear combined in varying proportion, according to the greater or less 
honesty of the individual. 

One of the latest who practised the art of astrology and combined it 
with medicine, was Wm. Lilly, the Sidrophel of Hudibras. He was 
artful enough to keep in favor both with the Court of Charles I. and the 
Parliament, and was consulted equally by cavaliers and roundheads. He 
was succeeded by Dr. Case, who seems to have acquired reputation and 
wealth by his skill in poetry, of which the following is a specimen. 

**Here *b fourteen pills for thirteen pence, 
Enough in any man's own conscience.'* 

Another branch of quackery v/as that of those who professed to cure 
scrofula by the touch. Of those who disputed the prerogative of royalty 
in this particular, the principal individual known to us was Valentine 
Greatrakes, an Irishman. He was a person of some fashion, and in 
1662 be was struck with a strong persuasion that he had the power oi 
curing the king's evil by stroking with his hand. In the course of time 
his powers increased to such a degree that he attempted the same pro- 
cess in all diseases, and with success. Many persons of distinction and 
some physicians gave him their certificates. He mentions several crip- 
ples sent to him from the hospital, who walked home without their 
crutches, to the admiration of all the people as well as the doctors. 

A recent instance of successful quackery is exhibited in the history of 
St. John Long, which is too well known to need detail. He sold the 
secret of his famous liniment on his death bed for £10,000; and this 
liniment proves to be composed of acetic acid, yolk of eggs, oil of turpen- 
tine and pure water. Now its ingredients are known, it will probably 
soon share the fate of other nostrums and sink into oblivion. 

An ingenious device practised recently in France has been related in 
some of tbe late medical journals. The result proves that the Freneb 
courts are not 80 lenient in cases of quackery as the English and Aroeri- 
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can have been proved to be, by the cases of St. John Long, ThomsoD^ 
and others. 

In Februaij, 1837, three doctors, MM. Sabattier, Guerin and Neirac, 
set out from raris on a tour (or the purpose of giving gratuitous advice 
and selling their own medicines. They posted bills in the difierent 
towns they passed through, and among others at Orleans, bearing in 
large letters the words Hippocratic Society, and distributed pamph- 
lets entitled '^ Improvement of Practical Medicine — Medical 
Discovert — Sabattier's Mexican Sugar.*' The court at Or- 
leans adjudged that, as these persons had called themselves physicians of 
a non-existent' society — had put forth the mixture of jalap and sugar (the 
Mexican sugar) as a discovery, and excited hopes of cure by fraudulent 
methods, Sabattier .should suffer two years^ imprisonment and pay a 
fine of two thousand francs ; Guerin, fifteen months' imprisonment and 
pay a fine of one thousand francs ; and Neirac, a year's imprisonment 
With a fine of 600 francs. 

Some of the Colleges of Health and other establishments among us of 
various attractive names and designations, would probably fare pretty 
severely if brought under notice of a French court of justice. It is, 
however, very doubtful whether any advantage is to be derived from 
penal prohibitions. There are persons so constituted that they abnost 
necessarily resort to the unknown and the mysterious in preference to 
that the value of which is known. In the last century, Bolingbroke and 
Walpde, the two most powerful geniuses of their time— opposite as they 
were in their characters — both fell victims to medical quackery. In our 
city it finds its patrons among the most intelligent and best informed. 
They generally understand perfectly well the risk which they run — ^they 
are aware that for the chance of immediate benefit they endanger their 
constitutions and even lives. 

The prevalence of quackery, the frequent resort to patent medicines, 
is certainly no detriment to the medical profession so far as profit is con- 
cerned. Like the use of ardent spirits, they impair the constitution to 
such a degree that almost constant medical attendance finally becomes 
necessary. The evil to physicians is, that the victims of quackery, like 
the victims of intemperance, are unsatisfactory subjects of treatment, 
firom their systems being too much injured to be readily benefited by 
the most judiciously applied remedies. 

The grand secret of quackery, we are told by a late writer, consists 
** in the marrying of Truth and Sham, so that these two become one 
flesh, man and wife, and generate these three, Profit, Pud(Ung, and Re- 
dpeotability that always keeps her gig." E. W. 



INTERMITTENT CHARACTER OF LOCAL DISEASES IN THE MARSHY 
DISTRICTS or THE WEST. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — I have observed, during a short practice in the Wabasb 
Valley, that several diseases, which I have never before known to observe 
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any regular intermission, partake of the regular periodicity of intermittent 
fever. I am not disposed to speculate upon, or attempt any explana- 
tion of such phenomena, further than ftcts will seem to sustain me. I 
will first record the cases which have come under my observation. 

Case L Intermittent Dysentery. — Mrs. D., aged 20, was afflicted 
with intermittent fever of the tertian type for about six weeks during 
the latter part of the summer and commencement of the fall of 1838. 
By the use of the usual medicines she recovered, but was attacked in 
the course of a month subsequent with a violent dysentery. I was 
called upon in an hour after she was taken, and administered the blue 

fill and Dov. pulv., applying fomentations to the abdomen, and pro- 
ibiting anything to be taken in the way of nutriment but Imrley and 
chicken water. In less than three hours she was relieved, and the next 
day she was up and looked as hearty and spirited as could be expected. 
On the next day, however, greatly to my astonishment, she was again 
attacked with the dysentery, preceded by some chilliness, and attended 
with some fever. Her extremities, however, were cold. I ordered her 
calomel and ipecac, in small doses, to be continued every two hours 
until I should call, bathed her extremities in hot water, and directed the 
fomentations as before. In about six hours I left my office, with my 
cupping instruments in my hands, to visit my patient. Judge of my 
wonder when I met her at the door. She declared she felt as well as 
ever ; " but doctor," inquired she, ** don't you think my complaint will 
return day after to-morrow ?" I was so struck with the force of bev 
question, that I could scarcely give her an answer. I directed her to 
live abstemiously, and to take small portions of ext. tarax. 

I returned to my office and reflected upon my patient's inquiry, and 
felt no little anxiety about the case. ^^ Day after to-morrow " came, and 
with it a return of the dysentery. 1 was now satisfied of the intermit- 
tent character of the disease, and determined, as soon as the intermission 
came on, to commence the use of quinine, if circumstances would at all 
permit it. The paroxysm lasted for about three hours, immediately 
after which I observed, for the first time, a copious perspiration. 

On the next morning, my patient feeling as well as she had during 
her previous intermissions, and her system being fully prepared for tonb 
medicine, I commenced the use of quinine in half grain doses every 
two hours. This was continued till night, and resumed the ne^t morn- 
ing. At the time for the paroxysm she had a very slight diarrhoea. 
The quinine was discontinued until the next day, when six grains were 
taken in divided portions. From that time she was entirely relieved, 
and I believe has enjoyed good health ever since. 

Case II. Intermittent Pleurisy. — L. T., a man of 30, temperate 
habits, had lived for about eighteen months in a miasmatb region of 
country, but never had been attacked with intermittent fever.* In the 
fall of 1838, during a sudden cold spell of weather, he was taken with 
pleuritii of left side, for which I bled him and administered some of the 
usual medicines. By the next day he was up and about, but did not 
exert or expose himself sufficiently to induce a second attack. On the 
day subsequent, however, at about the same hour as before, he was 
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again taken, and had severe pleuritic pains. I treated him as before, 
but soon decided upon a different course when the paroxysm was en- 
tirely over. The next day I began the use of the quinine, feeling con- 
vinced of the periodical nature of his complaint. It met my expecta- 
tions. My patient recovered. 

Case 111. — Litermittent Mania a Potu, — S. Bullock, a blacksmith, 
aged 28, intemperate habits of long standing, stout and athletic, sanguineo- 
bilious temperament, was taken August 20th, 1838, with intermittent 
fever. By the first of September he was well, and commenced drinking 
ardent spirits. This he continued for several days, until, during his first 
sober moments, he was attacked with mania a potu. I adopted the 
sedative treatment. In about five hours after I commenced the use of 
opium, he appeared to be somewhat quieted, and seemed disposed to 
sleep. His delirium continued, however, for seven or eight hours 
longer, when it entirely ceased, and he sweat copiously. 1 thought it a 
case of very short standing, and myself very fortunate. But 1 was 
deceived ; the patient continued rational a day, and was again seized 
with delirium. Again I used opium, and succeeded in putting him 
soundly to sleep. He awoke and felt perfectly well. The calm was 
again delusive. In 24 hours he was on his bed shoeing horses and 
making nails. I began to reflect upon the influence which his fever 
might have had upon his nervous system in rendering his present disease 
intermittent, and concluded to make trial of the quinine as soon as the 
next intermission occurred. I now gave him opium, and he slept 
soundly until the noise of some dogs awoke him. He was rational. I 
became more fully convinced that the patient needed quinine. The 
opium produced sleep, but did not relieve the disease. It appeared to 
require something of an anti-periodic nature to arrest it. I accordingly 
commenced the article in two grain doses, every two hours, and con- 
tbued it day and night, until the period for the paroxysm. The patient 
escaped the delirium altogether, having used twenty-four grains of qui- 
nine. I neglected to say that I attended well to the condition of his 
bowels. 

These, with two cases of dysentery similar to Case I., are all the 
cases of the kind I have witnessed. How shall we account for their 
intermittent character ? Shall we attribute it to the direct agency of 
marsh miasm, or to the state of the system after having been subjected 
to intermittent fever ? Account for it as we will, an intermitting state 
of the system seems to be necessary. We know that fevers are likely 
to be followed by local disease. In two of the cases iust recorded, we 
have examples of the sequelae of fever partaking of the character of 
the fever itself. The other presents the case of a disease putting on 
the character of another disease, caused by the general diffusion of a 
noxious agent — an endemic and epidemic disorder. This, I believe, is 
oo more tiban what was noticed long ago by Sydenham. 

ManhaUy Illinois, May, 1839. W. J. Babbxe. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — The following are some of the proceedings of the New Hamp- 
shire Medical Society, at its last annual meeting. 
Boscawen, June 13, 1839. James B. Abbott, Secretary, 

The forty-eighth anniversary of this Society was holden at the Phoe- 
nix Hotel, in Concord, on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 4th and 5th 
instant. 

Although the weather was somewhat unfavorable, a greater number 
of members attended than have been present for many years. A lau- 
dable and increased interest evidently exists for the welfare of the So- 
ciety, and the promotion of true medical science. The younger mem- 
bers of the profession are coming forward with a zeal and activity truly 
commendable, and bid fair to fill those important and dignified sta- 
tions which have been vacated by the death or removal of their 
worthy predecessors. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : — 

Enos Hoyt, Norlhfield, President, 
Luke Howe, Jaffi-ey, Vice President, 
James B. Abbott, Boscawen, Secretary. 
Dixi Crosby, Hanover, Treasurer, 

Counsellors. — John Carr, Sandbornton ; John S. Elliot, Pittsfield; 
Stephen Drew, Milton ; James S. Fernald, Barrington ; Francis P. 
Fitch, New Boston ; Richard Williams, Milford ; Joseph Dalton, 
Brentwood ; Edward B. Moore, Epping ; John B. Dousman, Keene ; 
James Bachelder, Marlborous^h. 

Censors. — Moses Hill, Northwood ; Richard P. J. Tenney, Lou- 
don ; John P. Elkins, New Durham ; Joseph H. Smith, Dover ; Josiab 
Bartlett, Stratham ; Tliomas Bassett, Kingston ; Matthias Spalding, 
Amherst; Micah Eldridge, Nashua; Amos Twitchell, Keene; Luke 
Howe, Jafirey. 

Delegates to Medical Institution at Hanover. — Richard P. 
J. Tenney, Loudon ; James Bachelder, Marlborough. 

Orators for 1840. — Luke Howe, Jeffrey ; Tho. Bassett, Kingston. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of ll)e Society. 
Levi G. Hill, Salisbury ; Nahum Wight, Gilmanton ; Jacob C. Hanson, 
Andover ; Charles A. Savary, Hopkinton ; John A. Dana, Newhamp- 
ton ; Edward B. Moore, Epping ; and L. M. Knight, Thornton. 

The usual routine of business was amicably disposed of; and among 
tbe various resolutions passed by the Society was the following relative 
to scarlet fever, which has so extensively, and in many instances fatally 
prevailed within a few years — " Voted, That a committee of corres- 
pondence, consisting of one from each district, be appointed to collect 
information respecting the treatment of scarlatina, and communicate it 
to the Secretary of this Society — ^to be reported by him at the next 
maual meeUng." 
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The following resolution was also adopted — " Whereas the Medica 
Institution of Dartmouth College, having undergone an entire re-organi- 
zation since the resignation of Professors Mussey and Oliver, Besotved, 
That we have full conGdence in the ability of the new faculty, and will 
continue our efforts to promote the usefulness of the institution." 

After spending a two days' session pleasantly, and it is hoped proGta- 
bly, the Society adjourned sine die ; and the members departed to their 
respective fields of labor, having bid adieu to the hospitable mansion 
where they have for many successive years experienced the kindness 
and liberality of Mr. Huchins, the benevolent and distinguished owner. 



PROPHYLACTIC AND CURATIVE POWERS OP TOBACCO. 

KTs have already alluded to the remarks of the editor of the Southern 
edical and Surgical Journal on the subject which has called forth such 
various opinions from our correspondents. We copy them below. 
They occur, in that Journal, after the insertion of our fi^t article on the 
subject of impaired voice.] 

It may appear behind the present age of reformation to advocate, at 
this time, the use of an article so contrary to good manners — one sup- 
.posed to be so foreign from the catalogue of our necessaries of life — 
and one on which the prevailing spirit of reformation has seized with 
the hand of extermination. But we use opium in the service of hu- 
manity-^an article which, for the correction of its abuses, calls into 
requisition a nation's power. And we would use alcohol itself, in any 
of its forniule, from the distilled to the merely fermented — than which 
there is no article on which we look with more perfect hatred— nay, 
despise with a vengeance which would make us, if possible, thrust 
into Lethe's dark, sinking, hellish current, the last iformuls for its pre- 
paration, and know that the world would be greatly improved by suffer- 
ing its privation for the prevention of its injuries — this article, we say, 
we would use for the saving of life, when other things would not do it. 
In like manner, we feel it a duty to advocate the use of tobacco, both 
as prophylactic and curative, in certain cases. We are pleased to see 
the intimations given by the editor of the Boston Journal, not only on 
account of the fact that they may lead to true etiology, without the 
knowledge of which, neither prophylasis nor cure may be expected with 
any degree of uniformity. 

We acknowledge that the suggestions relative to the prophylactic 
virtues of tobacco, in regard to the cases alluded to, are new to us ; for 
we have been in the habit of looking at the chilling walls at the back 
of pulpits, against which clergymen often rest the upper part of the 
back, immediately after the exercise of preaching, as a cause of this 
disease. But as the '^ minister'i ail^** as it is called, is but of very 
limited extent in the South, we have had but little observation in such 
cases. We have, however, had some observation on the effects of the 
abandonment of the habitual use of tobacco, in causing a cessation of 
an habitual secretion from the mouth, and thereby greatly impairing 
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the perfection of guttural articulation, and in the production of coughs 
incurable by ordinary means ; as well as the curative powers it exercises 
on resuming its use. 

We had once the care of a case, in which the free chewing of to- 
bacco was, with a view to the reformation of a bad habit, abandoned. 
In a short time the voice of the patient was sensibly impaired, both of 
its ease in exercise, and its fine perfection of sound. As the case pro- 
gressed, a cough, increasingly troublesome and obstinate, made its ap- 
pearance, which soon became most violent and convulsive. Many ordi- 
nary remedies were used, for the first six months, without the least bene- 
ficial result. At the end of this period our attention was directed to the 
case, and no ground was left unoccupied which had hitherto been found 
beneficial in the treatment of coughs in such a state of the general sys- 
tem. A consultation was held, but all to no purpose, and the patient 
succumbed before the expimtion of twelve months. 

Not long after this observation, we became perfectly familiar with 
another case of impaired voice, and subsequent cough, which progressed 
by the same gradations as that just described, from the first of January , 
the time at which the chewing of tobacco was suddenly abandoned, 
until the first of July. Observations on this case proved it to be very 
peculiarly like the fatal case just given. We had observed closely the 
progress of this difficulty from the time the tobacco was discontinued. 
At the end of six months the cough was quite as far advanced as in the 
former case ; not allowing the patient twenty minutes' sleep at any one 
time, and attended by a remarkable impairment of the vocal powers, 
and those of deglutition. This patient resumed the free use of tobacco, 
by chewing ; but in order to avoid as far as possible the injurious stimu- 
lating and narcotic effects, the very weakest was selected, instead of 
that strong tobacco which is sold at the highest prices. By the Christ- 
mas following, the soreness of the thorax and the cough were measura- 
bly but not entirely subdued ; the voice and deglutition both improved, 
but were not perfectly corrected. It is now some eight or nine years 
since this case occurred, and there is still a tendency to frequent but not 
severe cough, and there is still an evident deficiency of the power of 
propelling downwards from the upper part of the pharynx, so that all 
things pass on without further effort for deglutition. 

We could give numerous cases in which, with the strongest marked 
predisposition to phthisis pulmonalis, persons have, under the free use of 
tobacco, contrary to all reasonable expectation, grown old, in perfect 
exemption firom its ravages. 

We will only further remark at present, that the impairment of voice 
ainongst clergymen is of very rare occurrence in this section, whilst the 
practice of using tobacco, either in chewing or smoking, and most com- 
monly the former, is almost universal. We have at present in mind, 
one clergyman, remarkable for the length of time, and the quantity d 
his labor in the ministry for the time, in addition to the labors of school 
teaching, through a long life, who is never awake, we believe, without 
having a remarkable quantity of tobacco in his mouth, except wh^n eat- 
mg ; nor is he less remarkable for the quantity of saliva which he accu- 
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mulates immediately around bim. This man has outlined the youth of 
his youngest children ; he came, early in life, to the ministry, and the 
wife of his youth died at the age of sixty, some ten or twelve years 
since. No man of his age retains the voice of his early life in greater 
perfection. He is yet as pleasant in the pulpit as ever, and modulates 
his voice with great pleasure to the softest melodies of bis old recollec- 
tion, in which he greatly delights. 

We hope observations will be made by practitioners on this subject^ 
and promptly reported to the profession. 

[A succeeding number of the same Journal contains the communica- 
tions of Drs. Woodward and Mauran, from our pages, with the foUow- 
mg introductory remarks by the editor.] 

In the last number of this Journal we gave an extract from the Bos- 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal, with some additional remarks and 
facts, on the same subject as the following communications. The sub- 
ject is an important one, and highly worthy of the consideration of the 
profession. We are happy to find that it is now under discussion. As 
our object is useful truth in medicine, we give the following articles from 
the same source, in order that the reader may have materials, as far as 
furnished, for his own judgment on the subject. Meanwhile, we will 
state that, a few days past, we accidentally met with an intelligent medi- 
cal gentleman of considerable experience in the profession, from the low 
country, who, on the suggestion of the subject, stated that a gentleman 
of the city in which he resided, had been a free indulger in the use of 
tobacco — that after becoming a pious man he abandoned it, perba|is 
from moral impressions relative to its use, and became what is termed 
'^an exhorter," to some extent. In the course of four or five years he 
found himself seriously injured in his vocal organs. The use of tobacco 
was resumed — not, that we understand, as a remedy. Subsequently tu 
the re-adoption of its use, however, the symptoms of the throat com- 
plaint disappeared, and he has remained to the present time, now several 
years, exempt from all the distresses, privations, and threatenings of this 
hitherto intractable disease. 

The claims of humanity are high ; and in no instance more so than 
when preferred by the suffering clergy ; but in all cases they are suf- 
ficient to overrule, if necessary, the formalities of fashionable etiquette, 
or the unpleasantness of a i*emedy. These cannot, therefore, we con- 
ceive, be advanced in argument on the subject, which is indeed of vital 
importance, and one which should rest on statistical facts alone.. We 
hope, therefore, that intelligent citizens generally, as well as physicians, 
will feel themselves duly impressed with the duty of reporting any (act 
which may be calculated .to determine the true influence of tobacco in 
regard to the cases alluded to ; and we hope further, that both physi- 
ciaos and patients will examine well the authentic facts which have been, 
and may be, ofiered, and yield to the cause of truth as developed by 
fiietsaloDe. 
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JAMES HERVEY PIERREPONT, M.D. 

Were it not for a most appropriate and truly beautiful memoir of the late 
lamented Dr. Pierrepont, of Portsmouth, N. H., by the Rev. Dr. Bur- 
roughs, of that town, whose eulogy on his life and character exhibits the 
distinguished moral worth and high professional attainments of the sub* 
ject of an excellent discourse, we could not have sympathized, as we now 
do, in the great loss sustained by those who were gathered together to 
mourn over the lifeless remains of one whom they had delighted to honor. 
At the special request of the medical faculty of the place. Dr. Burroughs 
was requested to deliver the eulogy to which these observations refer, on 
the 28th of January. It commences thus : — " CoUossianSt Chap, tr., v. 
14 — The beloved physician ;^* and the author shows, most clearly, that the 
subject upon which he was called upon to speak, gave elevation to his 
own thoughts, and thus he was the better qualified to impress the listening 
multitude with a profound sentiment of respect for the memory of a good 
man, whose existence had been a blessing in his day and generation — one 
in whom there was no guile, and whose firm reliance on the divine pro- 
mises enabled him to exclaim, in the last agony of expiring nature — *' Oh ! 
what delightful tranquillity." 

By carefully studying the pages of this performance, we perceive that 
Dr. Pierrepont was not properly appreciated in early life. It was a misfor- 
tune not to have reached the meridian of professional eminence, till age, 
in some measure, disqualified him for assuming that commanding posi- 
tion which youthful ambition prompts most men to obtain. He became 
distinguished too late. This was not his fault, but a misfortune ; the loss 
was to a community which might have had more of his service, had the 
constitution of his mind and its various powers been seasonably discovered. 

Such integrity, parental kindness, universal philanthropy and practical 
usefulness, as Dr. Pierrepont is represented to have possessed, appear to 
have resulted from a deep conviction of the urgent necessity of conform- 
ing to the requisitions of that divine system of faith, which a benevolent 
moral Governor of the universe has revealed to man in the gospel. Feel- 
ing that this is but the beginning of an endless existence — ^a preparatory 
state in which the faculties of Ute soul are only indicating their latent 
powers, to be unfolded in the ceaseless duration of eternity, Dr. Pierre- 
pont was too conscientious to waste the precious privileges and opportuni- 
ties of the age to acquire knowledge : thus each succeeding year gave 
him higher and stronger claims upon the confidence and admiration of 
society. 

Peculiar habits of study and untiring devotion to the learning of others, 
prevented him from embodying his own thoughts and experience ; pos- 
terity, therefore, will be but partially benefited by his profound acquire- 
ments. Physicians, engaged in the active and generally distracting pur^ 
suits of practice, have less opportunity than almost any other class of per- 
sons for constructing finished, permanent literary or scientific records m a 
country like this, where all is bustle, activity and restless enterprise. Much as 
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it is to be lamented that the vast amount he had stored in a well dis- 
ciplined mind, is lost now to the world, the moral excellence which such 
an unblemished reputation as that of the " beloved physician " is calcu- 
lated to exert, must and will have the happiest influence on that wide 
circle of which he was the friend and counsellor. 

Being prepossessed neither in favor of the eulogist nor the eulogised, 
both of whom were unknown to us before taking up the pamphlet which 
called forth the foregoing'expressions, we cannot conclude without cordially 
recommending this singularly captivating eulogistic biography to all young 
physicians, it points the way to usefulness, teaches the responsibilities 
and relations of the profession, individually as well as collectively, and 
lastly, but most triumphantly, shows the glorious prospects connected with 
a well-spent life. 

Simplicity of Living. — A second edition of a small, but beautifully 
printed volume, bearing, beside the above cognomen, the additional title of 
Observations on the Preservation of Healthy has been received from Lon- 
don, by Mr. Ticknor, Washington street, and deserves more attention than 
it will probably receive at the hands of the reading public. Its claims are 
based upon its simplicity — being purposely designed for the instruction of 
those who can appreciate the kind of information it imparts, without being 
perplexed with technicalities which belong to the language of science. 
It abounds with curious facts, which forcibly illustrate the importance of 
knowing how to live in infancy, childhood, youth, maturity, and old age, 
which the profession, and certainly the philanthropist, might study to good 
advantage. Without being absolutely radical in dietetics, the author in- 
culcates the necessity of simplicity in diet, temperance, and obedience to 
those natural laws on which good health positively depends. There is 
one fault in this, discoverable in the other popular essays of Mr. Curtis, 
which operates unfavorably on the mind of the reader, but which might 
easily be corrected, viz., the air of egotism that shows itself, here and 
there, in spite of the drapery introduced to conceal it. The statistical 
facts variously introduced, add greatly to the interest of the book ; and 
the lecturer on hygiene would find it a most convenient manual of re- 
ference. Were it re-published here, pruned of those excesses which mar 
its beauties for an American student, it could not fail, we apprehend, of 
having a multitude of admirers. 



State Prison Practice, — Within a few days there has been sent to the 
address of this Journal, two numbers of a paper published at Auburn, N. 
Y., called the Corrector, which seems to be exclusively devoted to the in- 
terest of certain persons, whose names have been made familiar to the 
public in connection with the development of alleged cruelties on the 
part of the officers, towards the convicts in the State Prison, located in 
that town. 

In one of these papers. Dr. Lansingh Briggs, the physician of the in- 
stitution, figures conspicuously in what he probably considers a vindica- 
tory appeal to the good sense of the world, and endeavors most earnestly 
to show that in all that he had to do with the unfortunate inmates, his 
course was judicious and not reprehensible. Eight entire columns are 
presented in the form of a critical analysis of the causes of the deadi of 
a certain Von Eck, who died suddenly in prison, but whose death was at- 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



State Prison Praetiu. 32t 

tended with circumstances that resulted in a careful examination by a 
jury of inquest. This Von Eck was a foreigner, who for awhile prac- 
tised physic in an obscure section of Maryland. 

After reading and re-reading Dr. Briggs's disclaimer, with a hope of 
finding an apology for him, and that he was an abused, injured and perse- 
cuted roan, we must acknowledge that we cannot justify him in turning 
over a prisoner to be flogged, because he did not discover any symptoms 
of illness. " First," says Dr. Briggs, " he aflected sudden faintings, but 
was detected in his second effort by my being accidentally at the hospital 
during the attempt. His next ruse was a pretended paralysis. From an 
examination of his cell I was satisfied he feigned it, and made use of every 
suasive effort in my power to induce him to go peaceably to his shop, but 
without success, and proposed to Capt. Lynds a flogging, as a last resort, to 
make him obedient." This proposal was unworthy a medical officer, sa- 
voring, as it does, of those dark periods in the history of barbarism, when 
power was exhibited with impunity by the unrestrained cruelties of the lash. 
According to the testimony of one Richardson, the castigation was given 
only two weeks before the death of the wretched convict. Were it not 
extremely painful to pursue the narrative, many particulars of the unhappy 
patient's condition, appearance and complaints, might be copied ; but as it 
is the intention, doubtless, to circulate the Corrector so universally that 
all those accused of having participated in the late inhumanities of that 
particular prison, may be exonerated from blame. Dr. Brigg's history of 
Von Eck's indisposition and death should be closely examined. He says, 
" Von Eck died of congestion of the brain. I reported to the agent and 
inspectors, on the day of his death, and subsequently to the coroner's jury, 
that the disease was congestive typhus." The body was examined 36 
hours after death. " On opening the chest, the lungs were found adher- 
ing to the sides, filled with tubercles, and congested with blood, as usual. 
In abdomen, ulcers were found in the track of the large intestines, in dif- 
ferent degrees of progression." It is no part of our purpose to attempt tOi 
show that it is not strictly true, that he died of congestive typhus ; but 
we shall not hesitate to declare that it was abominable in Dr. Briggs to be* 
instrumental, in any manner whatever, in the infliction of the punishment 
by cato'ninetails, on the poor, degraded, sickly outcast. We cannot divest 
ourselves of the opinion that Von Eck was not only greatly enfeebled, but 
actually partially insane, weeks before — ^produced, for aught we know, by 
his vices and the misery which thickened upon him from day to day, till 
death made his frail body insensible to the overseer's severities. 

It will be conceded that in theory, at least, in the United States, the 
law contemplates the moral reformation of the criminals immured within 
the gloomy walls of penitentiaries, and therefore the principles of Chris- 
tianity and paternal benevolence are to be exercised by those to whose 
keeping the violators of the law are confided. But when the intention of 
the Legislature is perverted, and the worst passions of our nature are 
allowed to get the ascendancy, it behooves the people to look to the con- 
duct of their servants with a vigilant eye. 

Much as we abhor the awful abuse of power in some of our State pri» 
sons, so wickedly winked at by those who hold a controlling influence* it 
would be ungenerous not to acknowledge the difficulties with which the 
physician of such villains must necessarily contend. He must be untiring 
and watchful indeed, not to be occasionally deceived. If, however, de- 
ceptions are played off, he cannot be justified in being privy to corporeal 
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chastisement It is his proyince to prescribe medicine and diet, but not 
to prescribe a flogging, the conclusiye evidence of insensibility of heart 
and a depraved moral sense. 

Were it not that Dr. Briggs feels quite strongly that he has grossly 
committed himself, it seems impossible that such a labored vindication 
should have been published — apparently at the expense of a clique of self- 
considered martyrs. From the style and ready citation of authorities 
bearing even the slightest analogy to his flogged patient's case, Dr. Briggs 
shows himself to be conversant with the best writers of the day. He is 
unquestionably thoroughly acquainted with his profession ; yet it will be 
a long while before he can efface the deep impression which the melan- 
choly termination of that case of congestive typhus has made on the mind 
of one person, certainly, who has read attentively the columns of the Au- 
burn Corrector. 



Animal Magnetism. — At the close of an elaborate and interesting "His- 
tory of Animal Magnetism in France, Germany and England," in the last 
No. of the British and Foreign Medical Review, we find the following 
candid remarks. 

"Over the other details of London magnetic experience we willingly 
draw a veil. Our object has not been to give expression to our feelings, 
but to present to the reader's consideration an historical record, which 
may be reflected upon with some benefit. Neither would we be so far 
influenced by the impostures, occasionally practised under the name of 
magnetism, as wholly to deny that some of the phenomena, from time to 
time produced by all aspirers to the art, seem to result either from some 
principle heretofore unknown and not yet correctly designated, or from 
some modification of recognized principles in the animal economy which 
cannot yet be accurately limited or defined. The whole of man's existence 
is too mysterious, and he is surrounded by too many things utterly beyond 
his comprehension, to justify an obstinate disbelief of things hard to be 
understood. In the constant attempts of the human intellect to penetrate 
the thick curtain that hangs around it, doubtless some transitory glimpses 
of hidden truths are now and then accorded to quick intellects and pecu- 
liar organizations ; and there is ever much more in heaven and earth 
'* than is taught in our philosophy." The temporal guides of man, how- 
ever, are his senses and his reason ; and when he lays claim to a wisdom 
and to powers which are incapable of being made palpable to the one or 
explicable to the other, although we may not presume to say that he can- 
not possibly be right, he must expect that we make very diligent use of our 
own senses and our own reason in the investigation of his evidence ; and 
industriously endeavor to untwist the double chain of truth and fancy, 
which he would fain twine round our puzzled understandings." 



Hopkins Medical Association,-^ At a meeting of the Hopkins Medical 
Association, holden in Hartford, Conn., June 12th, the following oflicers 
were chosen : Archibald Welch, M.D., President ; Amariah Brigham, 
M.D., Vice President; Denison H. Hubbard, M.D., Recording Socretary ; 
O. B. Hawley, M.D., Corresponding Secretary ; Daniel Holt, M.D., Trea- 
surer. Dr. J. Barrett, of Middletown, read a dissertation on Autumnal 
Catarrh, and Dr. A. Welch, of Wethersfield, a dissertation on Dysenteria. 
'>r. 6. W. Russell was chosen a Fellow, and Dr. M. L. North, of Sara- 
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toga, N. Y., Gorreaponding member of the Society. Dr. Silas Fuller and 
Dr. W. H. Morgan were appointed Dissertators for next meeting. 



Medicinal Properties of the Gray Oxide of Zinc. By Professor Se- 
mentini. — From a series of experiments made on the white and gray 
oxides of zinc (the latter discovered by himself)* Professor Semeniini, of 
Naples, draws the following conclusions : 1. The oxide of zinc possesses 
tonic properties, which it derives from its soothing the irritability of the 
nervous system ; it is also anti-spasmodic and sedative. 2. This has long 
been known, but the use of the medicine has been abandoned, from the in- 
constancy of its effects. 3. That inconstancy arises from the facility with 
which it absorbs carbonic acid, and hence passes to the state of a subsalt. 
4. The gray oxide does not absorb the acid, and is therefore always of 
uniform strength. 5. As the properties of a tonic and a sedative co-exist 
in it, it may be used with the greatest confidence in cases of irritative de* 
bility. The dose to begin with, is from a fourth to half a grain, which 
may be increased to four or six grains, by an addition of a quarter of a 
grain every second. day. — Giornale dell, Sc, Med. Chir. 



Veratine. — Veratine resembles strychnine and buncine in its effects 
npon living bodies, producing tetanus and death in a moderate dose ; not- 
withstanding which it has been prescribed by some, especially when mixed 
with hog's lard, in the form of frictions, on the forehead, for nervous mala- 
dies, but seldom, I believe, with any good effects. — lire's Die. of Arts. 



Parisian Medical Society. — An English Medical Society, bearing the 
above name, has been recently instituted at Paris, and already includes 
on its list between ninety and one hundred members. At one of the late 
meetings Sir R. Chermside was elected President, and J. Godfrey, Esq., 
Vice President, for the present year. The Society holds weekly meet- 
ings, at which papers upon medical subjects are read, and discussions take 
place in the English language. These meetings are peculiarly interest- 
ing, as medical men from London, Edinburgh, Dublin, and different parts 
of America, join in the proceedings, as well as some of the '* externes '* and 
" internes " of the Parisian hospitals. The Society has established a 
reading room for the English and French periodicals, and the nucleus of 
a permanent library is already in existence. — London Lancet. 



Medical Miscellany. — Dr. J. B. S. Jackson was elected by the Mayor 
and Aldermen of Boston, by five out of eight votes, physician of the 
South Boston City Institutions. In the Common Council, when sent down 
for concurrence, Dr. Asa B. Snow, of this city, had 28 out of 47 votes ; 
Dr. J. B. S. Jackson, 12; Dr. John S. Butler, of Worcester, Mass., 6; 
Dr. Wm. Ingalls, Jr., and Dr. Stebbins, 1 — so that Dr. Snow was elected 
on the part of that board. In the next number of the Journal the success- 
ful candidiate's name will probably be ^ven. The applicants for the 
office have been quite numerous, from the country as well as city. — A 
new edition of Dr. Sewall's Examination of the Science of Phrenology 
has appeared, greatly improved. — ^A gentleman of Pottsville, Penn., Ims 
recovered of a man who mghtened his daughter, 8200, the expense of her 
illness, produced by the shock given the nervous system. 
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To Correspondents.— The papers of Dra. Metcalf, Plimpton, Allen and Ma- 
goan, have been received. 

Married, — In Boston, Dr. James H. Eldredge, of E. Greenwich, R. L, to Miss 
Anna P. A. Henshaw. 

Wtaote nnmber of deaths in Boston fbr tke week ending June 22, 26. Malee, 14--Aana)eii, 12. 

Enlargement of the heart, 1 — scarlet fever, 3 — teething, 2 — inflammation of the lungs, 1 — suicide, 1 
— ^Irowned, 2— unknown, 1— intemperance, 2— «croflila, 2— infantile, 2— lung fever, 1— pleurisy, 1— 
cholera morbus, l^cancer, 1— disease of the heart, l*— child^bod, 1— typhous feyer, l^hooping cough, 
1— 4ock-Jaw, 1— stillborn, 4. 

MliDICAL LECTUREST DAIItMOUTH COLLEGE. 

Thb annual course of {..ectures in the New Hampshire Medical Institution will commence at Hanover 
on Thursday, the 7th of August, 1839, and be continued 14 weeks, by the following members of 
the (hculty. 
John Dblama-tbh, M.D., Profisssor of Materia Medica, Obstetrics, and Diseases of Women and 

Children. 
Stbphbn W. Williams, M.D., Lecturer on Medical Botany and Medical Jurisprudence. 
Dixi Cbosbt, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 

Elisha Bartlett, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Physic and Pathological Anatomy. 
Oliteb p. Hubbabd, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
F. A. Eddt, A.M., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
Fees for the course, $50,00. Matriculation, $3,00. Graduating OTpenses, $18,00. 

OLIVER P. HUBBARD, Secretwy. 
Hanover, N. £f., June, 1889. June 26— St 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. * 

Tbb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instniction. 
Their pupilti will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which constantly 
presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be aflTorded for acquiring a 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be ftimished with oppor- 
tunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To Che pupils, partlcv- 
larly to those in the last year of their professional studies, (hcilities will be afforded tor acquiring a 
personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by examinations or 
lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval between the 
public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be flirnished to the 
students at the expense of the instmcters. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. Sl~eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Jb. 

WIN8LOW LEWIS, Jb. 

DR. HULL'S UTEROABDOiMIfi^AL SUPPORTER. 
This new instrument for the radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or (klling of the Womb, by externsl 
application, superseding the use of the objectionable pessary, is confidently recommeoded to the 
afflicted as the means of a periect restoration to health, it never having ihiied of performing a cure, 
even under the most aggravated circumstances. It has received the decided approbation of l^r AsUey 
Cooper, of London *, Sir Benjamin C. Brodle ; Sir James Clark, Physician to the Queen ; Dr. Aohwell, 
Lecturer on Midwifery to Guy's Hospital ; Dr. Rigby, Lecturer to St. Bartholomew's ; Dr. Grifilth, 
Lecturer to Westminster Hospital ; Dr. Ramsbotham, Lecturer to London Hospital ; Robert Fergt»on, 
Lecturer to Westminster Lying-in Hospital -, Dr. Sweatman, Lecturer tO Middlesex Hospital, aod Se- 
nior Accoucheur to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital ; also by Henry, Davies, Conquest, Blundell, 
Lee, Merriman, Surgeon Keates. &c. ■, by Dr. Moreau, President of the Academic Royale de'Medecine, 
Paris, and Accoucheur to the Duchess d'Orleans ; Professors Velpeau, MarJoUn^anl Dubois, Sanson, 
and olhers^aud in New York by Professor J. W. Francis ; G. B. Bedford, M.D. Profbwor of Midwifery 
in University of City of New York; Professor Delafleld, Proi^sso Francis U. Johnson, Pres. Connty 
Medical Society ; Laurens Hull, Pres. Med. Society State of New York ; Prof. James McNaagh'on, 
Albany ; Professors March, Cyrus Perkins and Doane ; James Webster, Prof. Anatomy and Buifery, 
Geneva ; David L. Rogers, Prof. Surgery, Geneva College *, Drs. Thomas Boyd, Gilbert Smith, Hosack, 
Steams, Ludlow, Kissam, Vaohe, Power, Grayson, Van Rensselaer, and many other distinguiehed 
physicians of the United SUtes. AMOS G. HULL, Oiflce 4 Vesey St. Astor House, N. York. 

O- A constant supply of the above instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing &, Cutler (late Lowe A 
Reed), No. 64 Chatham Street, Boston. Lowe & Reed have sold many of the above Inacmments, and 
can refer to physicians of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as to patiqpti 
to whom they have afforded the most essential relief. Price $10. Feb. 2S--tei 

~~~ TO PHYSICIANS. 

A PHYSICIAN who wishes to relinquish the practice, can hear of one of experience who would be glad 
to occupy his stand, and who can give the most unexceptionable reihrenoei as to character, dpc., by 
addressing a line to the editor, post paid. June 19->3t 

THE BOSTON MBDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also publiHhed in Monthly Paris, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same addreaa, for $5.00 a year, in 
advance. Orders fVom a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or BBXiilMtory refbr* 
enee. Postage the eame ae for a newspaper. 
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BILIOUS COMPLAINTS.* 

This Is one of the most sensible productions we have met with for a 
long time, and is, in our opinion, calculated to do much good, not only 
to the innumerable lay dabblers in physic, who come within the class of 
" bilious," but to the grave professors of legitimate medicine themselves. 
It is written in an accurate and pure style, and the whole of the argil* 
ment is so clearly placed before the reader, and is so logically and forci* 
bly reasoned throughout, that it cannot fail to produce a decided efiect 
on the mind of every sensible and unprejudiced man. The great object 
which the author has in view is " to show that the habitual use of purga- 
tives is injurious to health, and that the diseases commonly denominated 
nervous and bilious cannot be cured by these medicines, nor indeed by 
any medicines' whatever, but solely by avoiding the causes from which 
these diseases spring;" and it would appear from his preface that, on 
this account, he has been accused of a desire to depreciate medicines and 
the art of medicine. We, however, entirely acquit him from such a 
charge ; being thoroughly convinced that the true interests of the medi- 
cal profession can never suffer from enlightened attempts to instruct the 
public on the subject of their health, and feeling, with the author, as- 
sured " that, in attempting to correct, as far as in his power, a great 
medical abuse, he is doing that which not only will not diminish, but on 
the contrary will increase and promote, a rational confidence in the heal- 
ing art." It is not to writers like Dc. Henry, who come openly forward 
to disseminate the great truths of physic, without any self-interested mo- 
tive., that the guardians of professional honor will ever seek to apply the 
lash, but to those base and dishonest men who, under the thin pretence 
of communicating information to the public, plot in reality how they 
may lure them into their toils. 

In the first page of the dialogue, a vivid picture is drawn of the misery 
of a bilious or dyspeptic and nervous patient, and of the flattering but 
delusive and merely temporary relief afforded by purgatives ; a pwture, 
of which every physician will admit the truth, who has had much expe- 
rience in such cases, and who knows the ordinary mode of treatment of 
them by routine practitioners or the patients themselves. After a com- 
plete exposure of the inadequacy and injurious effects of the purging 

♦ A DialoKOe between a BlUous Patient and a Phyriclan. By James Henry, M J)., TeUowof tjie 
Collece or Aytlcl^&e, Dublin. Third 9ditkm.—l>ttbUn, ISBB. 9vo.,pp.». 
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practice, the author — in reply to his patient's objections that " the ne- 
cessity for a purgative is sometimes so pressing that present relief must 
be sought for, regardless of future consequences ;" and that " the sen- 
tence of condemnation cannot be pronounced against those mildly open- 
ing and alterative medicines which neither sicken nor gripe, but merely 
give a gentle stimulus to the bowels, and assist their natural action " — 
enters into an elaborate discussion to show that the established creed 
respecting the necessity of having a daily evacuation of a certain con- 
sistence and color is utterly false ; it thus concludes — 

" I have now shown you that your opinion, that it is necessary to 
good health that the stools should be brought, by the aid of purgatives, 
to agree with a certain assumed standard, either with respect to iie- 
quency, or color, or consistence, is opposed, 1st, by your own expe- 
rience of the utter futility of all attempts to render your bowels more 
regular by the aid of purgative medicines. 2dly. By my medical ex- 
perience of the same fact with respect to other persons. 3dly. By my 
medical experience that such attempts are not only futile but ruinous to 
the health. 4thly. By my medical experience of the great variety that 
obtains in the stools of healthy persons, both with respect to their Dum- 
ber, color, and consistence; or, if I may so say, by my medical expe- 
rience of the non-existence of a fixed standard for the stools. Sthly. 
By the principles of physiology, which show that the stools of healthy 
persons must of necessity vary, and cannot by possibility be reduced to 
a fixed standard." (p. 27.) 

He accounts for the great popularity, or, we may indeed say, of the 
nearly universal use of purgative medicines, by the great immediate 
relief afiforded by them, by the real or supposed facilities they furnish 
for the indulgence in luxurious habits, by the fear that constipation^ if 
unchecked, may lead to dangerous results, by the influence of tradi- 
tionary opinion, by the misapprehension of the advice of Locke given 
in bis Essay on Education, and by the direct and most extended au- 
thority of the late Mr. Abernethy (the author might have added Dr. 
Hamilton), and by the great recommendation of the practice to British 
practitioners from its simplicity and facility, and its harmonizing so hap- 
pily with the empirical and effective practice so long characteristic of 
medical practice in this country ; and, finally, by the efforts of the host 
of pill-makers, called into existence by these potent and multifarious 
causes on the infallible principle of statistical economy that supply will 
follow demand. These last two causes are happily explained in the 
following passage : 

^^ Under this system a careful and laborious investigation into the par- 
ticular circumstances of each case was no longer necessary : well pre- 
pared with his purgatives, the physician was ready for every case which 
might occur. If he understood the case, he gave purgatives, because 
he was convinced that they were required ; if he did not understand the 
case, or had not leisure, or inclination, or ability to investigate it, he still 
gave purgatives ; and thus, if he did not cure, he at least purged the 
patient, and so avoided the appearance of not knowing what should be 
done, and of standing an idle and inactive spectator of the progress of 
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the disease. Thus were pargatives at one and the same time the ofien- 
81 ve and defensive armor of the physician ; the keen weapons with which 
he combated all diseases, and the secure coat of mail which covered his 
own ignorance, incapacity, or inattention. The practice of physicians 
to prescribe and recommend opening medicines, and the general use 
made of them by the public, produced of course a great demand for 
medicines of this class ; the manufacture and sale of purgatives there- 
fore became a proGtable employment, and was carried on extensively by 
a great number of persons, who, deriving large incomes from the sale of 
their medicines, took infinite pains, by means of advertbements in all 
the newspapers and periodicals, and by agents in almost every town in 
the empire, to give notoriety and celebrity to their nostrums, and at the 
same time to keep up the credit of the purging system, on which the 
sale of their drugs, and of course their revenues, entirely depended." 
(page 35.) 

Havbg convinced his patient of the groundlessness of the system of 
curing bilious complaints by purgatives, and of the utter inadequacy of 
these means to accomplish the end desired, the physician enters upon 
the exposition of his own rational system, which has the great merit of 
contaming nothing that is novel, and nothing but what every experienced 
physician, who is accustomed to think and reason as well as to observe 
and prescribe, will admit the truth of. This system comprehends merely 
due attention to air, exercise and diet. 

^' Your symptoms having arisen from the inability of your stomach 
properly to digest your food, and air and exercise affording the natural, 
and certain, and well-known means of strengthening the stomach and 
increasing its digestive power, it follows that if your stomach is not (as I 
believe it is not) already injured beyond recovery, and if you are care- 
ful not to injure it in future, you have only to take sufficient exercise m 
the open air, in order to render your stomach equal to the digestion of 
your food, and so obtain the perfect recovery of your health. You ^ave 
for many years lived an anxious, sedentary life ; you have passed much 
of your time in close, badly-ventilated apartments, and have taken but 
little exercise or healthful recreation ; you must change your habits in 
all these particulars ; you must give less time to business and sedentary 
occupations, and more time to exercise and recreation in the open air. 
If your circumstances do not permit you to ride, or hunt, or shoot, or 
course, you can at least afford some time for quick walking : if the 
middle of the day is engaged, you can rise early and walk before break- 
&st ; or, if thar time also b devoted to business, you can take an hour's 
walk at night, just before bed-time ; a practice quite free firom danger 
to those who have not delicate lungs, and which has the advantage of 
warming the skin, and particularly the feet, before going to bed, and of 
composing and refreshing the mind after the fatigues and business of the 
day. . . If you are too timid to go out at night in bad weather, you 
can practise dancing, or fencing, or sparring, or some other gymnastic 
exercise at home ; or you can play with young people or children at 
some of their cheerfol games ; or you can read for an hour in a loud 
voice, an exercise celebrated even among the Romans for the cure of 
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bilious diseases, but most unaccountably neglected in modern times, «!«- 
though it has not only the ejSTect of strengthening the stomach and as* 
sisting the action of the bowels, but also of bracing the chest and lungs, 
and improving the organs of voice and articulation, while at the same 
time it affords you an opportunity of directly cultivating the mind it- 
self." (p. 42.) 

The patient objects that his business is such as to leave little leisure 
for either exercise or amusement : the physician combats the objection^ 
on the principle that '^ a man can always find some time for what be is 
fond of," and insists on the possibility, nay certainty, of his being able 
to take advantage of " some one or more of the exercises and recrea* 
tions enumerated." " If, however," he adds, " you are unfortunately 
so circumstanced that you cannot or will not put into practice any of 
the measures which I have mentioned, there is yet another method to 
which you may have recourse, and from which I can promise you very 
considerable benefit; a method, too, which is perfectly in your own 
power, and which does not involve any sacrifice of time or any expense." 
(p. 44.) This method is the due graduation of the iogesta to the powers 
of the stomach and the wants of the system ; in other words, proper 
attention to diet. 

'^ As you find it impracticable to take those measures which are ne- 
cessary to render your stomach equal to the work which it has to do, 
give it less work ; do with it as you do with a weak horse ; when you 
cannot strengthen the horse so as to render him equal to the work, you 
diminish the work so as to render it equal to the strength of the hoise ; 
do the same with your stomach. • . . You cannot take the sto- 
mach of another person as a measure for your own. . . • One man 
will be filled, even to repletion, by a quantity of food scarcely suffi- 
oient to satisfy the cravings of another man's hunger. There is no rule 
ao good, or so general in its application, as the feeling of the stomach 
itself; if, after a meal, you are light and cheerful, and without flatulence 
or acidity, you have not eaten too much ; if, on the contrary, you are 
oppressed or flatulent, you have erred either in the quantity or the 
quality of the food taken. . . . You inform me that circumstances 
render it difficult for ^ou to use the means necessary to strengthen the 
stomach ; the conclusion is obvious, you must diminish the quantity of 
the food. By so doing you will relieve yourself from the bilious symp«- 
toms ; you will be no longer troubled with flatulence, acidity, and op- 
pression after meals ; your tongue will become clean, your spirits light, 
and your stomach, being no longer required to do more than it is able to 
do, will gradually improve in tone and temper." (pp. 45, 46.) 

It is, however, only the combination of these two, by the simultaneous 
employment of proper exercise and proper diet, that the rational and 
certain cure of the disease is to be effected. Either will fail singly ; but 
the effect of both will be triumphant. 

^ But this method [that is, taking only as much food as the stomach 

can digest], although calculated to cure your bilious symptoms, is still 

an imperfect method ; because your sedentary, anxious, careful life (the 

original cause of the disorder in your stomach) will still exeit its iii}u- 
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rious influence, weakening and emaciating your muscles, shattering your 
nerves, and unfitting your stomach for the digestion of more than the 
smallest quantity of the plainest food. You will be improved, indeed, 
because your stomach will be able to digest the diminished quantity of 
food; but this quantity of food beting too small to impart full strength 
and vigor to your frame, you will still be an invalid, although no longer 
bilious. If you wish your cure to be complete, combine the two 
methods judiciously together. While your stomach continues weak, 
give it less work ; but in the mean time do not neglect the means neces- 
sary to restore its strength. As it grows stronger it will not only be 
able to do more work, but its work will be better done ; it will digest its 
food better, and the food, digested better, will produce stronger muscle, 
bone, and sinew, by means of which you will be enabled to take an 
increased quantity of exercise without fatigue ; the increased quantity 
of exercise will produce increased strength of stomach, and the in- 
creased strength of stomach increased strength of muscle, bone and 
sinew ; and so the improvement will go on in a circle ; your bilious 
symptoms will disappear as if they were charmed away ; you will lose 
the fastidiousness of palate and capriciousness of appetite, which a 
disordered stomach always generates ; and you will restore to your die- 
tary, with safety and even with advantage, various articles of food which 
are at present excluded from it ; the bloom of health will adorn your 
cheeks, and vigor of body will accompany and promote vigor of mind 
and serenity of temper.'' Tpp. 46, 47.) 

The patient, at length thoroughly convinced by the physician's argu- 
ments, takes his leave, promising to follow out in practice the principles 
laid down. This he does rigidly, and on his return, after three months^ 
he announces his cure to be complete. He says, " 1 am a new man ; 
you have been the means, under Providence, I will not say of saving 
my life, but (which is much more) of enabling me to enjoy it. The 
existence that was almost a burthen to me has become delightful, my 
mind and body are both at ease, arid I am enabled to employ their ener- 
gies for the advantage of my family and the good of my fellow-crea- 
tures." (p. 49.) 

All this is excellent ; and we venture to say that that physician will 
alone treat successfully the vast class of chronic diseases included under ' 
Dr. Henry's comprehensive tiile, who adopts and follows up the general 
principles of the practice recommended by him. We have been long 
convinced that the attempt to cure habitual biliousness or chronic indi- 
gestion by mere medicinal prescription is at least as hopeless as that of 
the homoeopathists to cure acute diseases by their imaginary medicines ; 
and we know of no more ci7ing or perilous abuse in the practice of 
physic than the universal system of purgation followed by the routine 
practitioners of this country. Well may Dr. Henry call the British 
nation " the most purging nation in the world ;" and we confess we 
should be proud to aid him in his laudable attempt to do away this 
reproach. 

In admitting all this, we are by no means disposed to bestow unquali- 
fied approbadon on Dr. Henry's system as here exposed ; it is too nar- 
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row and exclusive ; it contains some serious errors, both negative and 
positive, of omission and commission. He is decidedly too outrageous 
against the use of purgatives ; his horror of them almost exceeds that 
of Chanticleer in Chaucer's Nun's Priest's Tale : 

^ I lay furthermore 
That I ne tell of laxatlTes no store, 
For they be yenomoua, I wot it well ; 
I them defy }~I love them never a deal.*' 

Now it is one thing to prescribe the habitual use of a remedy and to 
trust to it almost exclqsively for the cure of a disease, and another thing 
to employ this remedy occasionally and under particular circumstances. 
So far from the use of an occasional purge being injurious in bilious 
disorders, it is the very reverse ; and its employment in this manner does 
not in any way establish a necessity for its frequent repetition. Again, 
so far from proper aperients, even a course of them, being injurious in 
commencing the treatment of a bilious disorder of long standing, we 
hold them to be, in a majority of cases, essentially necessary, and ne- 
cessary even to insure the success of the rational anti-medicinal system 
advocated by Dr. Henry. The regulated diet, the air, the exercise, will 
evince their bene6cial operation much more speedily and beneficially after 
the intestinal canal has been freed from old accumulations, the torpid 
mucous membrane has been stimulated, the glandular emunctories un- 
loaded and excited, the plethora of the portal system relieved ; nay, we 
are convinced that, without these preliminary measures, the hygienic 
treatment will entirely fail in a certain class of cases. We wish it, how- 
ever, to be distinctly understood that we regard this medicinal course as 
merely preliminary and temporary ; for permanent benefit — for the cure, 
properly so called — we rely entirely, with Dr. Henry, on the rigid en- 
forcement of hygienic measures. And here we think our author has 
taken too confined and exclusive a view of such measures, which has 
arisen from his regarding the morbid condition to be remedied as simpler 
than it really is. In cases of bilious disorder of long standing, almost 
the whole frame is implicated in all its organs and (unctions, in its solids 
and its fluids ; and, in contemplating this wide and multifarious disorder, 
its seems, at first sight, not very likely that any one measure, however 
comprehensive in its operation, should be able to remedy so general 
an evil, but that the proper treatment should include as wide a range of 
agencies as can be effectively and safely applied. With this view, in 
addition to the air, exercise and diet of Dr. Henry, we would enforce 
the use of other auxiliary means calculated to improve the disordered 
functions, not even excluding therefrom mild alterative aperients ; among 
these means we would lay particular stress on bathing, warm, tepid, or 
cold, general or local, according to the circumstances of the case ; 
friction to the surface ; rigid attention to the state of the mind ; and such 
medicinal treatment as the aggravated affections of particular organs, 
which almost invariably ensue in protracted cases, seem to require. It 
would surely be absurd to trust to exercise and diet alone for the cure of 
an incipient gastritis, or congested liver, or overloaded colon, or turgid 
abdominal veins, when we had it in our power more speedily and etkcU 
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ually to relieve these by the employment of leeches to the pracordia or 
anus ; by the use of mild but effective purgations or injections ; by a 
course of warm bathing ; or even by a short course of gentle mercurials. 
We recommend these and other similar views to the consideration ot 
Dr. Henry, and trust that he will not overlook their importance in pre- 
paring the next edition of his Dialogue for the press. — British and 
Toreign Medical Review, 



"THE MINISTERS AIL." 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir, — One word more about this tobacco affair. I would not again 
have opened my mouth on the subject, if a gentleman bad not been 
using my name in a late number of the Journal, and that, too, in a 
manner not the most advantageous to myself. However, if you will 
give me a little room, I will dispose of the gentleman and bis arguments 
b short metre. I will, therefore, as the gentleman seems to take hold 
of the wrong end of everything he meddles with, begin with the end of 
bis exceedingly wise^ instructive and entertaining communication, and 
make a few short remarks on each of bis paragraphs, from the end to 
the beginning, which concern myself. 

In bis last paragraph, the writer has made a most wonderful discovery ; 
namely, that the sore throat is caused by speaking. Most surprising ! 
But be has not only discovered the cause of the disease in question, but, 
lo and behold, he has invented a remedy for it ! And what is this reme- 
dy ? Why, it is leaving off speaking. Incredible ! He has discovered 
that the vocal organs were not formed for speaking ; that speaking gives 
men the sore throat, and that leaving off speaking is an infallible remedy 
for the disease. 

Looking at the next paragraph, that is, going backwards, like the 
crab and the gentleman's reasoning, we find that he makes a formal in- 
quiry why and wherefore, kc. Now, this question is beyond our com- 
prehension ; but we should imagine that the man who could discover 
that speaking gave men the sore throat, and that leaving off speaking 
would cure it, could certainly solve so simple a question as the one he 
has proposed. 

But to go on. The gentleman thinks cold water extremely good for 
public speakers to take during the delivery of their discouj-ses ; and to 
prove this, be brings forward an array of argument tlial must surely 
make the world stare. But the gentleman gets into a sad quandary by 
giving us to understand that he does not know the difference between 
fatigue and fever. He most wisely concludes that the vocal organs are 
often in a state of fever during speaking. It is something which 1 have 
yet to learn, that we cannot use any or all of our organs actively, with- 
out bringing a fever upon those organs, so that, as the gentleman de- 
clares, they require cold water to cool them. 1 well know that when for 
a long time we use any of our organs, they become fatigued ; but that 
they cannot be used without bringing fever upon them, is strange in- 
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deed. Then the geotlemaa has a remarkable remedy for the faugoed 
(not the fevered) organs ; and that is, cold water, i would, without 
proceeding any further, just inform the gentleman, for his especial edi6- 
cation, that our organs are so formed that we may use them without 
inducing fever in them ; that their long-continued use fatigues them ; 
and for the especial edification and the more particular safety of his pa- 
tients, I would just insinuate, in the most delicate manner possible, that 
cold water is not exactly the thing to be applied to a fatigued and ex- 
hausted organ, or to an exhausted patient. Not exactly the thing, did 
I say ? Indeed, the very idea is monstrous and absurd ! And what 
does the gentleman recommend, but this very thing ? The application 
of cold water to the delicate organs of the voice, when, after exce^ive 
labor, they have become fatigued and exhausted 1 

In the next paragraph (a tergo proceeding), the gentleman says that 
he has spent much of his time in being instructed when not to give 
medicine. I thought this was the case from the perusal of his commo- 
bication ; for, from this I should judge that he had spent all his days in 
learning how and when not to perform his professional duties— or, in 
ether words, that his whole life had been spent in being taught ignaranee. 
For what is it but being taught ignorance to be instructed when and 
bow not to do a thing ? I would inform the gentleman, that being in- 
structed when and how not to do a thing, is just no instruction at all. 
What instruction would it be to me for a man to tell me when or how 
not to perform a mathematical question ? He again says, the disease in 
question is exclusively confined to clergymen. This discovery is all bat 
equal to the remedy he discovered for sore throat, and is the farthest 
possible from the truth. Again he says, that ministers rarely take cold 
water during the deliveiy of their discourses. I would merely say to 
this, that his observation must have been . extremely limited, and that 
the inference drawn from it is as false as the assertion which we have 
last considered. 

I would merely state, in conclusion, that my opinion with regard to 
the injurious effects of cold water on the voice, when taken during pub- 
lic speaking, was an opinion of the moment, and given without much 
reflection on the subject ; but having my attention again called to the 
subject by the late remarks in the Journal, I have reflected on it more 
closely, and the more I have reflected, the more I have become con- 
firmed in that opinion. And I firmly believe that every rational man 
who will take the trouble to investigate the subject, and who does not, 
like the gentleman whose remarks we have been considering above, 
believe that our organs cannot be exercised without throwing them into 
a state of fever, will arrive at the same conclusion. N, H. Ali«en. 

Gray, ilfe., June 19, 1839. 



REMARKABLE EFFECTS OF CREOSOTE. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
SiE, — ^Having noticed some articles in your useful Journal upon the 
value of creosote, I take the liberty of reporting a case which has come 
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under my own observation, proving its value, and which, if you think 
proper, you may insert in the Journal. 

Miss L. C., aged about tb'uty, of this city, called on roe on the 19th 
of April last) for medical advice in relation to an indolent ulcer, situated 
about half way between the knee and ankle, four inches in length, and 
iirom one to one and a half in width. The greater part of the limb be* 
bw the knee was very much swollen, attended with a good deal of 
inBammation, and was very sensible to the touch ; the pain was variable, 
but much of the time severe. A viscid, tenacious and fetid discbarge 
was kept up from the ulcer continually. In short, it had every appear* 
ance oi being one of those troublesome ulcers which so often baffle the 
skill of the physician, and are thus pronounced incurable. 

Having used creosote in somewhat similar cases before this, with the 
most happy effects, I was induced to try it in this, which i did in the 
following manner. R. Aq. font., ji. ; creosote, gtt. x. This I ap- 
plied to the ulcer and parts affected or swollen, every other day, with a 
cotton roller three inches broad, applied tightly from the toes to the 
knee. This, together with rest from labor, caused the ulcer to heal per- 
fectly sound in five weeks, and the parts adjacent to put on a healthy 
and natural appearance ; and it remains, as the patient herself terms 
it, "well." 

Note. — ^This case had been of eleven years' standing, and had re- 
ceived many different kinds of treatment, without receiving much, if 
any, benefit. I should be inclined to give some of the credit of the 
eure to the bandaging, were it not that the bandages had been applied 
previously to no purpose. David C&a&y, M.D» 

Hartford, Com., June 24, 1839. 



EXTRAORDINARY ABSTINENCE ATTENDING CHRONIC PERITONITIS. 

TRKATXD BT DR8. MERRIMAN AND PLTHrTOIT, MADISOIT, OHIO. 

[Comnunicated for the Bottoo Medical and Surfieal Journal.] 

Miss M. D., daughter of the late Rev. Jonathan Winchester, of Ohio, 
died in February last in the 17th year of her age. Previous to her last 
mckness, she had suffered two attacks of mucous gastritis, both of which 
were severe, and of some weeks' continuance. From the first attack, 
wbk^h occurred ibur years ago, she began to complain, as we afterwards 
learned, of a circumscribed hardness of four or five inches in diameter, 
without much pain or soreness, situated a little superior and anterior to 
the crest of the left ilium, with inability to ** lie straight in bed." To 
these symptoms, however, our attentbn was not called till after her 
second attack, which occurred two years ago. From this time she 
continued under medical treatment, more or less rigid, according to the 
urgency of her symptoms. As the details of treatment in this case 
would be unmteresting, we need only say, that the length of time she 
continued our patient afforded us an opportunity of exhausting all the 
resources of the healing art which we could derive, either firom our own 
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experience or that of others. Alteratives and counter-irritation in all 
its varieties were rigidly and persevering!/ tried. 

During the time last referred to, she was seldom confined wholly to 
the house, hut was able to discharge all the relations of a kind neighbor, 
in visiting the sick, during the autumnal fevers of last year, till the lat- 
ter part of November. She was then, after having complained ibr some 
days of increased tenderness and hardness of the abdomen, suddenly 
seized with violent spasms, incessant vomiting and paroxysms of sinking, 
and seemed likely to live but a short time. The bowels were at first 
bard, with tympanitic distention, but afterwards wholly lost their elasticity 
and became very much sunken. During the first eight days, we were 
enabled to administer a little nourishment in the form of mucilaginous 
drinks, and also to procure cathartic operations, but not without the 
utmost difficulty. Small doses of calomel, so intimately combined with 
mucilage as to escape her notice, was the only form in which she could 
retain any cathartic medicine upon her stomach, even for the shortest 
period of time. 

During the last nine weeks, we were unable to procure any alvine 
evacuations, or to administer food in any form whatever. Ever}' species 
of aliment or medicine was invariably rejected, and pure ice water alone, 
sucked through an oaten straw, constituted her only medicine, food and 
beverage, through a period of more than sixty days ; and during the 
last week she did not even take this. Enemata had been used for ca- 
thartic purposes, but her earnest entreaties prevented their ever being 
employed for the purposes of nutrition. Her intellectual powers con- 
tinued unimpaired, with the exception of ten days. During this time 
she remained mostly in a state of rapturous delirium, passed three days 
and nights without sleep, and would often consume three or four hours 
together in her favorite employment of singing. This season of mental 
derangement was succeeded by a return of reason for the last four days, 
and she remained able to converse with her friends to her last moments. 

This case 'affi>rds a rare illustration of the self-sustaining powers of 
the human system, in certain cases, when deprived of its ordinary sup- 
ports ; especially if it be relieved of its usual expenditures. A hasty 
mspection, twenty-four hours after death, in the presence of a number 
of medical gentlemen, revealed no indications of disease, except in the 
abdominal visnera. The omentum was wholly consumed, except some 
ligamentous shreds firmly attached to the bowels. Numerous ligamen- 
tous bands were found confining the convolutions of the bowels to each 
other, and to the parietes of the abdomen ; while the duodenum was 
immovably fixed, and so involved in an agglutinated mass embracing the 
pancreas, spleen, and a portion of the intestine, as to be with much diffi- 
culty traced. The mucous coat of the stomach was very much red- 
dened throughout its surface, as was also the mucous coat of the boweb 
—but without ulceration. No part of the uterine or urinary apparatus 
exhibited marks of disease. E. S. Pltvpton. 

Jme IS, 1839. 
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OPIEATIOH BT DITISIOIT, AND PERFECT BECOTERY OP SIGHT. 

{OooiiDonleatad for tba Boiton Medical and Sorgical Jonrnal.] 

Case. — Louisa, a colored child aged five years, lining with Hiram 
Frayurd, three miles from Woodvilie, Miss. Health and constitution 
good ; eyes presenting a full and natural appearance, with the exception 
of light-gray cataracts in both, intercepting entirely all vision. The 
bowels were opened with sulph. magnesia ; the pupils well dilated with 
the ext. belladonna, and twenty drops tr. opii administered thirty miAutes 
previous to the operation. The eyes had acquired great mobility, ren- 
dering a fixed position quite impossible. The operation of division was 
chosen as the one indicated, the cataracts being lenticular and of a gela- 
tinous consistence. The eyes were operated upon at successive periods 
in the years 1837-8, with desired success. A solution of the ext. bel- 
ladonna, gradually weakened, was applied night and morning for three 
days after the operation. No inflammation supervened requiring treat- 
ment, and in ten days all dressings were removed, as the eyes presented 
a healthy appearance. In about three weeks the pupils had resumed 
their natural size, and no appearance of the cataract remained. Since 
the recovery from the last operation up to this time, May, 1839, the 
eyes have been gradually improving. Mobility much lessened, and the 
muscles of the eye under the control of the will. She is now able to 
recognize small articles, pick beads from the floor, &c., and readily dis- 
tinguishes colors and persons. Glasses have not yet been used, but will 
be resorted to, when vision, at a proper angle, will be perfect. 

WoodvilU, Mus., June 2(f, 1839. C. S. Magoun, M.D.« 



ANATOMY OF CLUBFOOT. 

Although the malformations which are known under the popular de- 
nomination of club-foot are extremely frequent, and their treatment 
carried to a high degree of perfection, we possess but few accurate re- 
cords of dissections of the afiected limb. The following account of a 
case of talus, lately presented to the Royal Academy of Medicine by 
M. Bouvier, is therefore worthy of some attention : — 

'* It occurred in the person of a man, who died at the age of sixty- 
six years in the Hotel Dieu. The malformation had been developed in 
this individual when at the age of twelve months, and consisted in a 
forcible extension of the foot, by which the weight of the body was 
made to fall entirely on the heel. The angle which is formed by the 
axis of the foot with the leg, is sixty degrees, and the point of the foot 
b with great difficulty brought down so as to form a right angle. When 
this b done the tibialis anticus, extensor communis, and extensor proprius 
pollicis muscles, are thrown into a state of extreme tension. The in- 
teguments of the heel are thick and homy ; those of the rest of the 

^ Wart iUbBplaMgatoreMHBPByirti.ortliBCMMiBfcfrtd to by Dr. M. la hfti prlvM* Mar. 
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foot are fine and thin, showing that the heel bad to bear the entire 
weight of the body. The os calcis is directed somewhat ^outwards ; the 
whole foot also deviates outwards in a slight degree ; the sole of the 
foot, instead of forming an arch, is nearly flat. The lateral peroneal 
muscles are shortened, but those which cover the back of the leg are 
elongated. The whole limb is remarkably wasted, the muscular fibres 
completely deprived of their color, and presenting that peculiar fatty 
appearance which so often occurs in cases of club-foot." 

The operation of dividing the tendons, which has been practised 
with so much success in cases of children afiected with club-foot, has 
never, we believe, been tried on a patient far advanced in life. It was, 
therefore, a matter of some interest to determine how far the malibnna- 
tion, in the present instance, might have admitted of remedy by surgical 
means. The tendons of the anterior muscles were divided, and imme- 
diately the point of the foot was brought down to a right angle, the de- 
formity almost completely disappearing. — BtU* of the Academy. 
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DR. PALMER'S ADDRESS. 

On the 12tb of June, the graduating class of the Vermont Medical Col- 
lege, in Woodstock, was addressed by the president, David Palmer, M.D., 
in a manner to have gained the applause, we apprehend, of all who had 
the privilege of being within the sound of his voice. If there is any 
essential fault in the address, it is too short : however, as the great secret 
of securing the approbation of our fellow loen consists in not wearing out 
their excitability, it may perhaps be an evidence of the president's good 
judgment and sound discrimination, that he did not exceed twelve duode- 
cimo pages. 

Were the whole re-published in our pages, it might be thought that 
other matters, of a more immediately practical character, had been 
omitted ; and, on the other hand, if we copy only a fragment here and 
there, the author may consider himself unjustly exhibited by piece-meal. 
At all events we shall detach a paragraph or two, and hazard the 
consequences. 

" And here allow me to say, that your power of exerting a moral in- 
flaence for good or for evil, must necessarily be great. If, by your pro- 
fessional skill, your kindness of temper, and the urbanity of your man- 
ners, yoasecixre such a standing in the affections of individuals and fami- 
lies, as these qualities seldom fail to secure, you will be placed most ad- 
Yaatageously, to infuse either the rank poison of infidelity, or the fragrance 
of pure and holy affections and belief into the hearts and minds of your 
employers. The visits and the influence of the clergyman upon the sick 
are often dreaded. They are too ghostly, and put him in mind of his 
funeral ; but the single-hearted and pure-affectioned physician, who feels 
the value of the consolations of Christianity, is indeed an acquisition in 
^He chambers of the sick. And, to accomplish all the good in his powef, 
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it 18 by no means necessary tbat the physician should be ostentatiously 
moralizing or preaching on every or on any occasion. The calm influence 
of his example, and occasionally a good word fitly spoken, may be pro- 
ductive of great good. Above all things you will not at this time of day, 
either in your more private and confidential intercourse, or by your public 
influence, attempt to undermine and shake the stability of the christian 
religion, or darken the faith or weaken the hopes of those who regard it 
as their only refuge. A certain proportion of your employers, in every 
community, will be those who cherish the christian's hopes ; and if you 
have not a corresponding faith, if you regard those hopes delusive, you 
can frame no reasonable apology for attempting to dissipate them. The 
time has gone by, when infidelity was regarded as a proof of deep think- 
ing—of profound research, by anybody." 

Young physicians ought to feel obliged to the doctor for reminding them 
of an important fact, which, unheeded, has turned scores topsy torvy, 
who were and would have been on the high road to professional emi- 
nence, had they eschewed politics. 

" With political contests you will do well not to be deeply engaged. 
As members of a free government, and as eligible to all its places of 
honor and trust, you are at full liberty to form and maintain your own 
opinions, of the men and measures of the government. And this you 
may do, without becoming in the modern, the popular, the hateful sense 
of the term, politicians. Politics, in the modern acceptation of the term, 
has become a trade in which an honest man can hardly engage. The 
thin pretence of principle, which is held out to allure the simple-h^rted 
followers, in the rank and file of political parlies, is either not mentroned, 
or mentioned with derision by the leaders, among themselves." 

Again, the elevated views expressed in another place, are calculated for 
all meridians, and could not be too perseveringly adhered to in the inter- 
course of practitioners of the same scientific profession. 

" The man, who, when called to consult with youy makes a display to 
attract the notice of the patient, or his friends, or suggests that this, or 
that, should have been done in season, or at least ought to be done now, 
forfeits your confidence — incurs your contempt. Fou may^ perhaps, pru- 
dently forbear the expression of what is passing in your mind. It may 
be better not to quarrel with, but you will always despise and shun him. 
And how fits the golden rule in this contingency ? Why, just as it fits in 
all other contingencies. What you would have others do or avoid with 
you, that do or avoid in your intercourse with them ; and the consequences 
will always be right." 

Thus far, the institution over which Dr. Palmer presides has been 
steadily progressing, and at no period of its history could be contemplated 
with more satisfaction than at the close of the late lecture term. 



Maine Lunatic Hospital, — It is understood that the edifice, now in pro- 
gress at Augusta, will be ready for the reception of patients in the course 
of the ensuing autumn. The principal building, of granite, is to contain 
two hundred apartments, besides a room in the attic, eighty feet long by 
forty in breadth, and fifteen high, designed for a chapel. Strict attention 
has been paid in the construction to ventilation and warming. On the 
whole, as the architect hsis had the advantage of the improvements intro- 
duced into all the other insane establishments which have been erected in 
the country, it is presumed that the Maine hospital will equal, certainly. 
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if it does not entirely surpass, all others in point of beauty, utility, com- 
fort and convenience. 



JourTud of Dental Science. — A noble enterprise has been undertaken 
in New York by Ghapin A. Harris, of Baltimore, and Eleazer Parmly, of 
New York, gentlemen of commanding influence and character, as opera- 
tive dentists. It is truly a generously devised scientific journal. It con- 
sists of 48 octavo pages, beautifully printed, and afforded as cheap as pos- 
sible. We cordially recommend it to all dentists — a goodly number of 
whom in the United States have long been our patrons — as entirely worthy 
of their sustaining power. 



Dr. Harlan's Cabinet. — In looking back to page 225, vol. XIX., a no- 
tice will be found of the articles constituting Dr. Harlan*s very valuable 
cabinet. The owner, just before leaving for Europe, tried to make a 
sale in Boston. We learn that a recent fire occurred in Philadelphia, at 
the Messrs. Wetherill's White Lead Factory, at which the entire cabinet 
of anatomical preparations for the illustration of comparative anatomy, 
was destroyed. They were the collection and labor of years, under the 
eye Dr. Harlan, who is now in Europe, and who has refused a large sum 
as the price of their purchase. 



College of Physicians and Surgeons, Upper Canada. — Some one, un- 
knowp to us, has kindly sent the by-laws of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Upper Canada — a most acceptable favor, for which we 
return many thanks, not knowing before that the institution existed. A 
principal part of the constitution, together with the essential by-laws, 
will be introduced into the Medical Almanac, now preparing for the next 
year. The present officers are : C. Widmer, M.D., President ; Lucius 
O'Brien, M.D., Secretary, resident of Toronto. 



Montreal General Hospital. — An Interesting quarterly report of the 
committee of management for the quarter ending April 30th, 1839, is re- 
spectfully acknowledged, and we regret not knowing to whom we are in- 
debted for the favor. The expenses were £538 6s. 9d. Remaining pa- 
tients of the last quarter, 45 ; admitted during the quarter ending April 
30th, 106 ; discharged cured, 93 ; discharged for irregular conduct, 1 ; 
died, 6; remaining 46. S. C. Sewell, M.D., and Geo. W. Campbell, 
M.D., attending medical officers. It would be doing us a kindness to 
have all succeeding reports of this well-conducted hospital sent to the ad- 
dress of tfie editor, as in the present instance. 



Sherman's Truss. — An advertising handbill, of huge dimensions, 8U^ 
mounted by a coarse drawing of the inguinal regions, to which are ap- 
pended the commendatory testimonials of forty-five distinguished surgeons 
aud physicians, came on the other day ; but we like to see things as well 
as read about them. If the instrument is truly what it is represented to 
be, it would conduce to the sales of the proprietor to have one for exhibi- 
^n in the Journal office, where more physicians would see it than in 
ostany other place. 
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Catarrkus Autumnatis. — At the late meeting of the Hopkins Medical 
Association in Hartford, referred to in last week^s Journal, Dr. J. Barratt, 
of Middietown, read a dissertation on Catarrhsus Autumnalis, with copious 
notes, &c., and with reports of cases to illustrate this rather rare and 
trouhlesome affection. He also furnished notes to show the connection of 
this disease and the flowering of particular plants named, and these he 
attempted to show were intimately connected with the disease, if not the 
cause oi it. He also read parts of Dr: Elliott's Botanical Lecture on Ca' 
tarrhus JEstivus^ or Hay Fever, from the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal of June 17th, 1S33, Vol. 8th ; and demonstrated that the diseases 
were identical, as much so as difierence of climate and flowering time 
would allow — only with us it was later, appearing about August 14th and 
lasting one month, or till such plants as he named had passed flowering. 
His intimate knowledge of British Botany enabled him to hint what plants 
were most probably concerned in producing the disease in Great Britain. 
Dr. Barratt may consent to publish, more largely and minutely, his views 
hereafter upon this interesting subject. Dr. Welch, of Wethersfield, read 
an interesting dissertation on dysenteria, from which we do not feel our- 
selves at liberty, for the present, to extract. 

Hoepital of Macaoy China, — The Rev. Peter Parker, M.D., the distin- 
guished operator, whose success in surgery has rarely been equalled in 
any country, has made a report of the condition of the hospital under his 
care at Macao, which was opened on the 5th of May, I808, while some 
necessary repairs were made on the Canton Hospital with which he has 
been officially connected, under the auspices of the Medical Missionary 
Society, ever since he arrived in that country. The Macao hospital is 
cabbie of containing two hundred patients. There are nineteen spacious 
rooms on the second story, and as many on the ground floor — an exten- 
sive garden, three wells, and a large front yard. The edifice is of brick, 
strongly built. Cases will be selected from this report, some of which 
are quite remarkable in character. 



Price of Chirurgical Fellowship in Scotland, — In order to become a 
fellow of the Edinburgh Royal College of Surgeons, incorporated so lately 
as 1778, the candidate is required to present an essay upon some surgical 
subject, which, if approved of, he must print at his own expense and cir- 
culate among the fellows. Next, he must undergo three examinations be- 
fore the College, on anatomy, surgery, chemistry, materia medica, &c., 
and also on the dissertation which he has written. If he passes these 
trials to the satisfaction of the institution, he is admitted to a fellowship 
in full communion, on paying two hundred and fifty pounds! 

To CoERKSPONDEKTS. — ^The commanications on the use of tobacco and on the 
cause of bronchitis in clergymen, fix>m Dr. Mauran, Dr. Howo, and Dr. E. O., 
and the paper on scarlatina, were received too late for this number. — Dr. Wood- 
ward, of Quincy, Mass., will please accept our thanks for the kine-pock matter, 
which was taken by himself firom the cow last week. As soon as we have had 
time to test the character of the lymph, his letter will be published. — Dr. Josiah 
Crosby, of Meredith Bridge, N. H., has laid us under peculiar obligations, — Dr. 
HaskelPs paper will be inserted as soon as we can And room. 

Whole number of deathi In Boston fbr the week ending June 99, 28. Melee, 9— fbmalee, IS. 

or coniumptlon, 1— inflammation of the bowels, 8--chlld-bed, l^lnflmtlle, 1— ecariet Ibrer, 1^ 
brain fbTer, 1— hooping cough, l^teethlng, 1— maraamna, 1— citmp, ]— old age, 1— «alt rheaBi, 1— tans 
*v«r, 1— worma, 1— tumor, 1— etiUbom, 4. 
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BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 

Tub Anniial ooutm of Lectoret in this InaUtoUoa will commeaee the 8Ui of Aucuat, ISS, ud cfl» 
tinue thirteen weelu. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrica, by - - * B. U. Orilds, M.D. 
Chemistry, Botany, and Natural Pblloaophy, by - - - . G. Dbwbt, M.D. 

Pathological Anatomy and Materia Medica, by Blibha Babtlbtt, ILD. 

Anatomy and Phyaiofogy, by Robbbt Wattb, M.D. 

flttTgery, by Willabd Pabksb, M.D. 

Fee for the coarae of lecturea, $50 *, (be for those who have alread v attended two full ooones at an 
incorporated medical school, f 10; graduation foe, $18 ; board, including room-rent and lodging, Mit 
other country institutions. Library fee. according to the number of books taken out. 

Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and others, who have received the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine, are admitted gratuitously to the lectures. 

Degrees are conforred at the commencement "and close of the Lecttire Term. The pre-reqaiaitetfiir 
admission to an examination for tiie Degree of Doctor of Medicine are— three Aill years* study under t 
regular practitioner of medicine—attendance on two foil courses of medical lectures, in medical iaelt* 
ttttioas regularly established, one of which courses must have been attended at this institutioa—a de- 
fensible thesis on some subject connected with medical science— an adequate knowledge of the Latin 
language, and a good moral character. 

The examinations will be held in presence of the Trustees, Faculty, and Overseers of the laititi- 
tlon, and of a Delegation from the Medical Society. The thesis must be publicly read and defeated. 
Oentlemen who Intend to present themselves as candidates for a degree, are parcicnlarly requottd la 
procure Aill and formal oertiflcates of time and age. 

Jy S— Ay order of the Fanilty, ROBERT WATTS, Jb., M.D., Dim. 

THOMPSONS APPARATUS FOR THE CURE OF PROLAPSUS 

UTERI, Ac. 

Ib oflbring his Inatrnment to the foenlty, Dr Thorapaos would call ihefar attention to the fliUowlag 
atatements, and requeat all interested to examine the article in the hands ol his agents. 
Ewtract 9f a letter from the late Pro/eseor Eberle^ to the Hon. B. L. EUswortkj Commi$9ioner •/ 

Po/ento, ifc.f duted 

Cjneinnatt, Kay 11, 1837.—" I have carefully examined the new marine Tntat invented by Dr. 
Robert Thompson, of Columbus, in this State, and I can confidently declare, that it is unquestloDibiy 
the most perfect and usefnl instrument of the kind, that has ever been offered to the public. It dlAn 
essentially in its coustrucUon, from the Uterine Truss contrived by Dr. Hull, and ia, in all respecti,t 
for superior instrument.*' 

Bee, also, " The Western Journal of Medical and Physical Sciences.** 

Profoasor McCleland, of Jefforaon Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa., declared, upon examining the 
Instrument, that " every word of Dr. Eberle's opinion is true.*' Professors Channing andHayward, sf 
Beaton, expreaaed like opinions. 

Extrqct <(f a letter from Pr^f. SemUl to Prof. BigeloWy dated 

IBth JIfay, 1837 — ^* Dr. Thompson will be pleased to show you a Uterine Tru— which he kit in- 
vented, of very superior structure to anything we have.** 

Extract <^f a letter from Prof. Peixotto to Dr. Tkompeon^ dated 

ColumhtUj Jan. 10, 1838. — " Your inatrument, it appeara to me^ is formed on principles more en- 
laned, than thoae hitherto recommended for the same end, and mechanically diflbrent. I wo«ridelie»> 
Ailly recommend its adoption by our professional brethren generally.** 

For aale in Boaton by Theodore Metcalf, apothecary. No. S3 Tremont Row. Price, $10. 
June la— ly 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. " 

Thb anbacrfbem are aaaodated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical iBitnetiea. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Geoenl 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which ooBstsatly 
preaeuu a laife number of important caseai and where opportunities will be atfbrded for acqairiif • 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be ftimlshed with oppw- 
tunitles for the stiuly of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the pupils, partial' 
larly to those in the last year of their profoaaional studies, focilitiea will be affbrded for acquiriag t 

fiersonAl acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by examinatloas or 
icturea will be given in the dillbrent branchea of medical studies, during the interval betwaen tbi 
public* lectures of the University. Books, and a room with Ore and lights, will be fomished to the 
•tudents at the expense of the inairucters. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNINO, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. 81— eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Jb. 

WINSLOW LEWISy Jb. 

TO PHYSICIANS. 
A PBTBtci4iv who wishes to relinquish the practice, can hear of one of experience who would be gM 
to occupy his staad, and who can give the most unexeeptionable references as to character, Ac, by 
addressing a line to the editor, post paid. June 19— St _ 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAiL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, ^ 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all commnnirations must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly ParU, with a printed cover. There are vao 
volnmea each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price 03,00 a yewr in advance, $3J50 aAer tfcret 
Qontha, or 94,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to tte aame addrMa, for $5M a je oftj^ 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by puymt in advance or aatiarofrrwy nm^ 
nece. Poatage the aame aa for a newspaper. 
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A C^ggfOF MONSTROSITY. 



Read before the Union MeSBd Association,* By John Geo. Metcalf, 
M.D., of M3^$on. [ With a Drawing.] 



\y 



[Communicated fht^^lfwton Medical and SurgicalJoornal.] 

Tbc author of the foUowiDoj^mmunication has been induced to fur- 
nish a topy of it for publicamb, not that he expects thereby to e^^tend, 
in any great degree, the t^&nds of medical knowledge, or add new 
Store to th^ list of remedial agents ; but, simply, that an account of a 
case, sufficiently designated by the caption to the present article, may 
be preserved for future use. But what use? To assist in the discovery 
of the laws which regulate and govern such, at present considered, a6- 
normal productions ; to lay by, an isolated case to be sure, for future 
occasion, but which may serve to aid in bringing to light the philosophy 
of these " freaks of nature," as they have, irreverently, been called* 

With regard to this matter of deformity in children, we now " see 
through a glass darkly." So they once did with regard to the circula* 
tion of the blood, until Harvey cleared up ail doubts on that score ; an4 
ivho shall deny that some future physiologist may not be able to clear 
up the doubts which envelope the present subject, and that the law§ 
which govern in the development of these untoward specimens of hu- 
manity may not come to be as well understood as any other physiologi- 
cal rule already established. 

But if the publication of the present article shall subserve no vakiabliS 
professional purpose, it may, at least, aid some future D' Israeli in th§ 
collection of a volume of medical " Curiosities," and be found, no doubtj 
in the chapter appropriated to the relation of things wonderfu) aqd 
unaccountable. But to the case. 

Mrs. , after a day or two of more than usual hard la^r, w^ 

attacked with severe abdominal pains, soon followed by a slight uterine 
haemorrhage. These symptoms continued through the succeeding night 
without any abatement, the pains being so constant as to allow her buf 
little, if any, sleep. At half past 9 o'clock, A. M., on the following 

* Thie Ameciation is, at present, composed of Drv. Allen and Ballou, of WoonsockeC, R. I. ; Dr. 
Manh, of Blatenville, R. I. : Dr. Robbins, of Uxbrldge ; Dr. Fisk, of MUford ; and Dre. Wilder, Sonthwf ek 
and Metcalf, of Mendon. It was organized Hay 12, 1894, and, with one intermission, has continued it« 
Nfular monthly sessions since. At each meeting some one reads a dissertation, and the other mem- 
bers contribute accounts of cases and papers upon medical subjects ; after which the rsmabiing tiin* If 
taken op with unrestricted but friendly criticism. Its meetings areholden on the Monday preceding thf 
fUl of the moon, at the offlce of Dr. Abel Wilder, in BlachaloBe Tillage, (b thle town. 
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day, I was called to visit her. On my arrival I found her walking about 
her chamber, and, apparently, in strong labor pains. She supposea herself 
between six and seven months advanced in pregnancy. She has never 
suffered abortion ; usually enjoys good health, and is the mother of two 
fine children. 1 advised her to go immediately to bed, hoping, perad- 
venture, the premature delivery might be avoided. Complying with 
my advice, examination was then made, and the vertex of the foetus 
was found resting upon the external organs. The haemorrhage was 
slight, and the membranes were not ruptured. All hope of restraining 
the threatened abortion was now abandoned^nd the customary prepara- 
tions were directed to be made for thcflg^roaching delivery. The 
pains continued to grow stronger and moripFequently occurrent until 10 
o'clock, A. M., when the membranes wef^ ruptured and an extraordi' 
nary flow of water followed. A few m^i^ contractions accomplished 
the delivery. ... ^ . 

The child was stillborn, exhibiting no signs of life except a few feeble, 
convulsive motions of the extremities, wh^h soon ceased. On exami- 
nation the child was found to be deformed, as follows. The band, if 
such it could be called, consisted only of the thumb and fore-finger; the 
other fingers, with their corresponding metacarpal and carpal bones, 
being absent. The thumb and 
finger were well formed, and 
the nails perfectly developed. 
On examination of the fore-arm, 
the ulna was also found to be 
wanting, so that the fore-arm 
and hand, in their osseous or- 
ganization, consisted only of the 
radius, the ossa scaphoides, 
trapezium and trapezoides, the 
metacarpal bones of the thumb 
and index, together with their 
respecti ve phalanges. The fore- 
arm was bent up towards the 
humerus, and could not be 
straightened, being apparently 
held in that position by a rigid 
contraction of the skin and 
muscles at the flexure of the 
elbow-jqint. 

The organs of generation 
presented the following mal- 
formation. A little fullness of i 
the skin upon and below the 
pubis constituted what may be 
termed the rudiment of a scro- 
tum. The usual site of the 
penis was occupied by a mem- 

lous tubercle about the size 
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and shape of a large pea, attached by a base of about two thirds its 
own diameter. At first no orifice was discovered in this tubercle, but on 
turning it up, upon its inferior portion and partly in its base a small 
orifice was found, which proved to be the opening of the urethra, as a 
probe, properly bent, passed through it readily into the bladder. 

Referring the reader to an inspection of the accompanying engraving, 
further description b presumed not to be necessary to a distinct appre- 
hension of the ideas intended to be conveyed. Could permission for 
dissection have been obtained, some further account of thb case might 
have been herewith commumcated. 

The mother, on being informed that the child was deformed, imme- 
diately answered, " I expected it would be ; it has a hare-lip, I suppose," 
On being asked why she supposed this would be the case, she said an 
acquaintance, who was thus deformed, had been at her house two or 
three times during her pregnancy, and that she invariably felt very disa^ 
greeable while he was present. Mothers frequently trouble themselves 
about the anticipated deformity of their children, but I never knew 
their predictions verified except in a single instance. 

MendoUy June 10, 1839. 



THE TOBACCO QUESTION. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — Our patients often say, " we regret to trouble you to call so fre- 
quently," not reflecting that it is through such calls that we live. I 
may, with equal propriety, say to you that I am sorry to trouble you with 
another communication, but as it insures another grist to your mill 
(though it may be short measure), I trust that it will be taken in, the 
mill repicked, and receive ^^ its turn." 

The tobacco question has really created quite a breeze in your vi- 
cinity, if we may judge from the gentle fumy zephyrs that so frequently 
salute the senses, jusqu^ id. I have read the pros and cons on the 
subject, as they have been presented to the public through your pro- 
lific Journal, from all quarters, and reluctantly, though with truth, can 
subscribe to the verity of the old adage, ^^ how wonderfully doctors 
disagree," even upon e very-day questions. 

In the various answers called forth, much discrepancy of opinion 
exists. One rails at all theory whatever, and after attempting to dis- 
lodge those which have been presented under circumstances aknost irre- 
futable, again sets up another (for which he claims the exclusive patent), 
although unsupported by scarcely a tittle of evidence. For example, 
'^ The throat affection is the result of cold water taken during speaking.^ 
How this may be with the clergy in Gray, Me., I am unable to say ; 
but -really, so far as my observations extend, I doubt exceedingly 
whether one clergyman in one hundred, I had almost said five hundred, 
habitually practises water-sipping while in the desk, unless he be ed?- 
officio 4th of July orator, on which occasions it is accredited as a part of 
the ceremony. Again, did the practice generally obtain, we bavo the 
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positive evidence of its inoflfensiveness to the vocal organs, from the uni* 
versal practice among our members of Congress, who, we are informed, iii- 
variably have water or some other liquid constantly before them for use, 
while addressing that body ; and yet their efforts are long, and in all 
respects truly stentorian. 

A word as to another assertion made by Dr. Allen. That "every one 
can testify who h<M ever heard the hoarse, thick, husky, mumbling, stam- 
mering, insonorous voice of the inveterate tobacco-chewer," is not 
doubted ; but as yet having never had that opportunity, I must be per- 
mitted, for one, to question the justness of the remark. 

Your correspondent " Senex," whose efforts heretofore have been 
much and justly admired, from his vast observation and experieDce, 
writes in a very plain, sensible, and candid strain, and truly in style sus- 
tains well the character which he has assumed ; but, from his laroentar 
tions over " the disuse of every kind of generous drink,'' and enco- 
miums upon some of our most reviled stimulants, calling them a "barm- 
iess beverage," &c., 1 fear will not find increasing favor with our mcidem 
reformers. With all his observation, however, he cites but one case io 
opposition to what was by me originally stated, viz., " that the throat 
affection, strictly so called and understood by the faculty, does not, as a 
general remark, devfelope itself in the habitually tobacco-using subject — 
that is, by chewing and smoking." He says, " In one case, at least, 
tobacco was not a preventive." 

And here I would have it distinctly understood that I never intended 
to, nor ever did assert or believe, that every clergyman who does not 
use the weed roust, ipso omisso^ suffer from the disease in questioo, or 
that all who do indulge in it will be thereby exempted. The observa- 
tioQ was therefore qualified by the expression, " as a general remark,'^ 
be. Neither do 1 admit tliat every species of throat disease, or unna- 
turalness of voice, whether from impaired explosive apparatus (the 
lungs), hereditary peculiarity as the sequel to some exanthematous affec- 
tioQ, is the diseajse in question. Again, idiosyncrasy would present tB 
insurmountable obstacle to a uniform law of action. All acknowledge 
the malady to be deplorably frequent, yet how few, very few cases have 
been presented, comparatively speaking, which in the least degree con- 
flbt with the original proposition above recited. Senex instances but 
one ; and Dr. Woodward, although " fully believing that the use of 
tobacco is to promote rather than prevent the disease in question," and 
thought, in his first communication, " that of the numerous patients who 
had applied to him for advice, or whose cases had come to his know- 
ledge, quite a large proportion used tobacco," c}tes, in his last commum- 
eatiou, but three cases in support of his declarations, and two of the 
three (one of which, says he, " occurred since this communication was 
transmitted to the editor ") bad only " some apprehension that to- 
bacco bad to do as the cause of their disease." Thea, again, the case 
of Judge Reeve (admitting "the loss of voice" to result from the 
disease in question, which I very much doubt, it being unaooom- 
panied by local irritation, and believing it to be simply the e&ct of an 
atony of the vocal organs^ bom age or other contftituiional cause, probfr- 
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biy partial paralysis of the recurrents), is not conclusive, as it is stated that 
<' in early and middle life only was he in the habit of smoking ;" whereas 
be lost his voice at sixty. That be changed to snuiF-taking has nothing 
to do with the question as originally stated ; I never alluded to that 
practice but to condemn it altogether in public speakers. 

Thus much for your correspondent's direct evidence from " nu- 
merous cases." But premising that no one is in doubt as to the sensible 
properties of tobacco, let us in a medical point review Dr. W.'s quota- 
tioDs from old authors, and, bating the possibility " that their opinions 
may have been given upon few data and without the reflection that is 
desirable for those whose views on this subject may have an extensive 
niBuence upon the habits of mankind," they were unquestionably ut- 
tered under the universal prejudice that exists (and, as a general remark, 
with much propriety) against the indiscriminate use by all, as aluxury, 
ef every species of narcotic or stimulant whatever. But, were their 
opinions deemed sound in their day ? We know that the past quarter 
of a century has witnessed as great or greater fluctuations of opinion 
upon every day questions in dietetics and medicine, and among writeni 
quite as eminent as those who have been alluded to. Compare the 
opinions of the most eminent writers " in this country and Europe " 
upon the pathology of that new interloper, cholera ; or, if you please, 
^scarlatina, as old as the hills (and it would seem as little understood as 
the former), and mark the discrepancy of view, the contrariety of treat« 
ment, by each recommended and pursued for the alleviation of their 
destructive ravages. How wonderfully have the views on insanity and 
its treatment changed within the past fifteen or twenty years. 

Again, where now is the vaunted " humoral pathology " of Hippo- 
crates and his eminent disciples Plato, Praxagoras, and others of the 
Pythagorean school, with its " four cardinal elements "? What now is 
thought of the mystical " number seven " of the dogmatic ? What of 
the harmony of the "three sympathies"? What of the "eclectic" 
system of George Cheyne ? the " Caducus Pulmonis " of Van Helmont ? 
And among the modems, where now the " lentor and viscidity " of 
Culien, the " septon " of Mitchell, the " pulvidity of the fluids " of 
Hosack? Where the captivating system of Jolm Brown, which, by 
the way, Rush so highly extolled ? Where the " vagaries " of the im- 
aginative " Darwin," with his amours of the plants ? Gone with the 
age in which they flourished, as have the vain and fruitless researches 
of the alchemist and the fascinating forebodings of the wily soothsayer. 
What, now, of yellow fever, and its contagiousness ? Why, believed 
we the eminent writers and philosophers of an age not far remote, even 
" European authority," the blood did not circulate in our systems, as we 
know that it does now-a-days ! And so potent is prejudice, that no pby- 
siciafi of the^day, over forty-five years of age, would yield assent to the 
theory, even after the lucid and positive public demonstrations by the 
author of that great discovery. How recent Bell's promulgation of 
tlie wonderful physiology of the spinal nerves ? Again, the Ptolemean 
system was well sustained until it was overthrown by one more stricilj 
true, the Copermcan. 
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Credat Judeus^ seventy-five physicians of Boston "declare it [in 
1836] as their opinion " (and mejudice very properly so) " that men in 
health are never benefited by the use of ardent spirits." Yet how many, 
aye metropolitan, not an eighth of a century since, prescribed alcohol in 
its various forms to the aged and to those of equivocal stomachs as a 
life-protracting beverage, and useful renovator of the vital powers — a 
charming cordial ! How few now ever do, although the practice is 
claimed to be sustained by scriptural authority ; in fact, do any so dare, 
save honest " Senex "? True, high authority exists in favor of the 
prescription, if we " cite the opinions of the ablest and most distin- 
guished medical men and philosophers of Europe." Asclepiades de- 
clared that " wine is an incomparable drink and a divine remedy," and 
the " immortal Hoffman " " cures very happily with wine many fevers, 
the acid in its composition assisting largely to develope its healthful ac- 
tivity." But I will not multiply instances. Does experience, that unerr- 
ing test, prove the practice to be true and safe ? No. Who now sings 
the praises of the " generous Falernian " — the flowing bowl — ^the 
healthful cordial — or toasts other than the " oaken bucket "? " Tem-- 
pora mutantur et nos mutamury" fcc. In truth, antiquated opinions 
are ever on the change, and so they ought to be ; thus giving place to 
those based upon more observation and experience and less prejudice. 

Now it is not pretended that tobacco is infallible in the cases in ques- 
tion, nor is mercury in syphilis, or bark in intermittents ; but, as a gene- 
ral law, each will obtain as curatives. Whether " its use for years [and 
I grant the habit disgusting, although * bewitching '] has destroyed 
more valuable lives or broken down the health of more useful members 
of society than have been sufferers from the complaint in question up to 
the present time, or than there will ever be hereafter," others who 
have less faith and experience in its prophylactic and sanative properties 
may decide. My observations thus far compel me to withhold my ad- 
hesion to the declaration, I had almost said declamation. 

One word touching the " tendency to intemperance " which the use 
of tobacco is said by your correspondent to superinduce. What people, 
as a nation, use more of the article, in its various forms, than the Hol- 
landers ? yet a recent traveller through that country has had the te- 
merity to say, that " nothing can exceed the cleanliness, the personal 
propriety, and the apparent comfort, of the people of Holland. I did 
not see," says he, " a house or a fence out of repair, or a garden that 
was not carefully cultivated. We met no ragged or dirty persons, nor 
any drunken men, neither did I see any indication that drunkenness is 
the vice of any portion of the peopled' Again, the Spanish West In- 
dian is not less famed than the Hollander for the use of " the weed," 
nor less so for strict sobriety and all those kindly hospitalities which 
serve to render life desirable and happy. The fact is that most of the 
philippics upon tobacco are, and have been, uttered under the influence 
of sheer prejudice against its use, and are not consonant)»with its statistical 
results, of which 1 propose to treat at some leisure moment, if yourself 
jand readers are not already satiated with the discussion. 

In addition to the negative, already cited in my original commuok^* 
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tba— and which ought to have been conclusive in favor of the use of 
tobacco under certain circumstances — I will just add briefly three cases 
of positive evidence which have come to my knowledge, either per- 
sonally or by letter, of its decidedly beneficial effects as a curative as 
well as preventive ; having made it a point of duty to write to every 
individual whose name has been learned by me, either directly or indi^ 
rectly, as suffering from the disease, and yet a reputed tobacco user. 

One clergyman states that he formerly used the cigar, but upon 
assuming his professional office, for certain reasons unconnected with 
health, having discontinued smoking, his throat subsequently was affected, 
incapacitating him for public speaking, but having resumed his accus- 
tomed habit, has now no further trouble. 

Another, in a neighboring city, whose case was represented to me by 
a friend, and with much exultation as decidedly in conflict with my pro- 

risition, was addressed, and an answer promptly received ; from which 
deduce the following facts — that my correspondent was a great smoker 
until three or four years since, when he suddenly left off for a year, then 
again resumed the habit ; that it was during the period of abstinence 
from smoking that his throat became affected, and that on the resump- 
tion of the practice his throat gave him no further annoyance. The 
disease was therefore, it would seem, not only prevented, but cured by 
the use of the cigar. Still farther, that the habit was not discontinued 
because it injured his health, but for causes wholly unconnected 
therewith. 

A third case is that of another clergyman (of whom more anon), who 
bad in vain tried eminent medical skill, absence for awhile in Europe un- 
der constant attention, &lc., and upon returning in absolute despair, takes 
up the use of the cigar by recommendation, and is now safely restored. 

1 forbear to extend further this communication, and will simply sub- 
scribe myself Yours, &c., 

Providence, June I2th, 1839. J. Mauran. 



"THE MINISTER'S AIL." 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Stcrgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — I believe, with the editor of the Southern Medical and 
Surgical Journal, as quoted by you in this week's No. of the Jour- 
nal, that " The claims of humanity are high ; and in no instance more 
so than when preferred by the suffering clergy." The novelty of your 
suggestions on this disease has had the desired effect to call the atten- 
tion of practitioners to it. But, unfortunately, no two writers agree in the 
.etiology of the disease. 

Whether its cause and prevalence arise from the " disuse of tobacco ;" 
^' to the disuse of stimulating diet and drink ;" " to excessive speaking ;" 
" to the use of oold water during this exercise ;" to the " chilling walls 
at the back of pulpits against which clergymen often rest the upper part 
of the back, immediately after the exercise of preaching " — or, permit 
me to add, to the various exciting causes of dyspepsia or chronic inflam- 
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tnatioQ of the mucous membrane of the prims yiee, can only be liefeer*' 
mioed hj statistical facts. Now we want these facts— «11 which have a 
bearing on the disease, and nothing but the facts ; — ^not opinions, which 
must in most instances have been formed from too limited observations* 
How shall these facts be obtained ? Permit me to suggest this method: 
'--^Invite some one physician or minister in each town in the New Eng* 
land States to send you, or some other individual, a short history of 
(the ministers of the town where he resides, in health-aad disease, from its 
first settlement, or during Gfty years past. 

The following questions would show, in part at least, what is wanted 
Do obtab a full knowledge of the disease, its causes and remedies. How 
many years have your ministers preached in health? How often have 
they usually preached on the Sabbath and during the week? What 
<have been their habits of living — in respect to exercise, diet, tobaooe 
ted other narcotics? What have been their diseases? .What tbeir 
remedies? Their success ? Cured, or fatal ? 

The answers to these questions, and other facts whicii they iwght 
•elicit, when condensed and embodied, would present proper data on 
which to form opinions as to the causes and remedies of this disease. 

The writer feels not only an interest in common with members of the 
profession, but this interest is greatly increased from the fact that hb 
bnHber, a pastor of a large church and society in a town in Massadio- 
'setts, in the prime of life, has, for about two years, been unaUe to per- 
form the services of the pulpit, on account of this disease, bronchitis. 

Should this proposition meet your approbation, I tender you my ad- 
dress, as post master^ to receive such communications ; and services, if 
you please, to condense and prepare them in such a tabolar form is 
Woiftld be convenient for the columns of your Journal. 

J(^rejf, N. H.y June 28, 1839. Yours truly, 

LUKB HOWB. 



INFLUENCE OF TOBACCO ON LONGEVITY. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

DeiLR Sir, — A strong desire is now expressed in your Journal to ascer* 
tain, from facts, the effect of tobacco in any of its forms on the beaMi 
of the community. That effect can be best ascertained by the number 
of cases brought forward, where persons have arrived at an advanced 
age who have, for the greater part of their lives, been in the constant 
iise of the article, in some form or other. Even if these cases should 
prove to be in number the smallest, and considered only as exceptions to a 
general rule, still it will prove this fact, that tobacco is not always detri- 
mental to the operations of nature, however disgusting and filthy the 
practice may be. It would be desirable for physicians to ascertain, in 
iheir circle of practice, how many cases of those who have arrived to 
<he age 6f seventy and upwards, have, for a series of years, constanUy 
used tobacco in some of its forms, and a statement as to their general 
^health during an acquaintance with them. I feel very confident (setting 
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idide prejudice, which governs too many in giring their opinions) that 
much the largest proportion of cases will be found who are addicted to 
what many consider a vile and unheahhy practice. 

The object of this communication is to cite a marked case, to which 
I was called on the Slst inst., of a lady in an adjoining town, of the ad- 
vanced age of 101 years last nrionth, who has been for the last sixty 
years in the daily habit of smoking a pipe. In getting from her bed, the 
morning I was called, she fell and injured her hip, so as to cause much 
pain, and excite fears with tiie family that her hip was dislocated or frac* 
tured. On examination 1 could find no derangement of bones, but 
ascertained a paralytic affection of the left side, though slight. For the 
last few days her son observed she had not resorted to her pipe as often 
as usual, though in other respects she was as well as ever. She has 
been in the habit of smoking her pipe before breakfast— *after breakfast 
•"^i about half past 10 o'clock-rafter dinner^n the aftemoon-*-afier 
tea**— opd I think, though am not certain, before retiring ibr the night* 
Her flesh feels hard ; she is of a full habit, more so than women gene* 
rally are at the age of seventy. Her son's wife has resided with her 
for twenty-one years, and says she has never taken^ medicine except 
once some animal oil for a cou^h, and a few times a Uxative of tho- 
rougbwort, &cc., prepared by the family. She has been very regular in 
her habits, having stated times for her food, and always a certain quan* 
tity, without any regard to the kind of food prepared for her. 

On learning a history of this case, I made inquiries to learn the history 
of all the cases in this town of those who had arrived to the age of 
seventy and upwards, and have found only one instance of either male 
or female who had not been in /the practice of using tobacco, either in 
form of snuff, chewing or smoking, and often all three combined. The 
bills of mortality for this town are, I believe, as small as any in the Union 
of the same number of inhabitants, and I am confident no place can be 
found where so much tobacco is consumed, both by young and old. 

From Dr. Mauran's statement, one of our clergymen has commenced 
smoking for an affection of the throat. The result may at son>e future 
time be communicated. A. G. 

WarrenyR. /., June 29, 1839. 



MALARIA. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

'Sir,— About the time the selection of a site for the lunatic asylum of the 
State was made, I was in conversation with a gentleman, whose opi* 
ttion probably decided the chok^e of Worcester in preference to South 
Boston among other proposed places. He asked my opinion, as a phy* 
sician, whether the flats around South Boston were not an objectkw to 
it as an abode for the sick. I told him, other things being equal, the 
fact that exposure to the sun and air of so large a suKace of moist mud 
Iwk^e every 24 hours, was reason enough for choosing a site mora inland* 
-Medical writers, 1 believe, agree that the most daog^ouB point of the 
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Non-contagiousness of Scarlatina. 



exposure is at the junction of land and water, or where the uncovering 
of the mud takes place. Macculloch, some years ago, described the 
numerous ills flesh inherits or receives from malaria ; and recendy 1 Gnd 
in the Lancet (Feb. 23 and March 2 and 9, 1839^ Dr. J.Johnson's opi- 
nion on the subject, an extract from which would enlighten our citizens 
and city government. But my purpose is to propose, a second time, 
the inquiry what it would cost to take off all the flats, till the lowest 
tide left the ground covered with water, within one mile of the shores of 
E. Boston, Boston, and Dorchester. The beautiful bay above South 
Boston Old Bridge would be a charming spot, provided the mud was 
taken off for a foot or two in depth, and the new establishments of the 
city near Dorchester Heights, as well as the Blind Asylum, would be 
benefited by removing so much malaria and moisture. Two or three 
of the benevolent persons who occasionally drop their thousands into 
the charities of the State and city, could do a great service to the public, 
and perhaps to medical art, by proving, by a bold and extensive experi- 
ment, the good effects of having no surface round us but dry soil or 
flowing water. Any person who would cause a survey to be made 
would do much towards its accomplishment. M.D. 

June 30, 1839. 



NON-CONTAGIOUSNESS OF SCARLATINA. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Dear Sir, — If vou think the following table worthy of publication, it is 
at your service lor that purpose. 



Fomily. 


Whole No. 


Attarks, 


1 


Adults. 1 Childr. 


Adults. 1 Childr. 


1 


P. w. - - - - 


2 


6 


1 


4 




J. W. - - - - 


2 


2 




1 




M. P.B. - - - 


3 


3 




2 




F. H. - - - - 


4 


2 




1 




S.B 


3 


3 




2 




Mra. P. - - - 


3 




1 






J. D. - - - - 


10 


2 




1 




H. D. - - - . 


3 


2 




1 




Mrs. P. - - ^ 


2 




1 








32 1 20 


3 1 12 





The above table was constructed, from cases occurring since the com- 
mencement of the present year, to show that a large majority of those 
exposed to the contagion of scarlatina escape without an attack, whea 
no prophylactic means are put in requisition. May not the protectioD 
supposed to be conferred by the use of belladonna be accounted for iu 
the same way ? 

Will some of your correspondents who have made use of this article 
as a prophylactic agent in scarlatina, give us the result of their expe- 
rience upon the subject. Respectfully yours, 

Danversy New MiUs, July Isty 1839. Eben. Hunt. 
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DICTIONARY OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 

Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, of Philadelphia, have published a second edi- 
tion of this exceedingly useful book, by that indefatigable author, Robley 
Dunglison, M.D. The reputation of the work has always been high, and 
the encouragement has been such as to require more copies in the market 
to supply the demand. One of the advantages which Dr. DungHson's 
possesses over other medical dictionaries is that, as expressed on the title 
page, it contains a concise account of the various subjects and terms, with 
a vocabulary of synonymes in different languages, and formulsB for various 
officinal and empirical preparations ; so that the student, who is to be 
especially benefited by making the new dictionary his constant table com- 
panion, could not have anything to compare with it. Every medical 
reader also feels the necessity of having constantly before him a lexicon 
that is sufficiently copious. 

The authors of dictionaries are very rarely appreciated : theirs is a labor 
of a peculiar kind, in which there is neither an opportunity for exhibiting 
literary power in the way most persons expect it, nor can they impress the 
public with a conviction of the obligations the community is under to 
them for anything they may have done for literature. Still, no one will 
pretend to deny that to analyze each word of a living or dead language, or 
trace out the nice relationship of terms in a nomenclature of any of the 
sciences, requires vast resources, and therefore presupposes a most finished 
and accurate species of scholarship. 

It is wholly unnecessary, we apprehend, to enter into a long or formal 
statement of the fact, that Dr. Dunglison 's dictionary, from the first day 
of its appearance, has been regarded with peculiar favor. And we have 
now a revised edition, constructed under the immediate eye of the author, 
who is most favorably circumstanced for adding to the previous edition 
whatever could give it additional claims on the score of accuracy. There 
are eight hundred and twenty'one pages, large octavo, in double columns, 
distinct type, of which no one ought to complain. Finally, although most 
of our readers may be owners of the first edition, we cordially and con- 
scientiously recommend to all future purchasers to procure this in pre- 
ference to any medical lexicon extant. Its true and sterling value, as a 
key to medical science, and its moderate price, are so many common-sense 
recommendations which should not be forgotten. 



FIELDS FOR MEDICAL ENTERPRISE. 

It is a curious, and at the same time an important fact, of which all foreign 
missionaries are apprised, that surgeons and physicians may safely reside 
in all the islands of the Malayan Archipelago, in Burmah and Siam, and 
the extensive maritime borders of the Chinese empire. Should a skilful 
and successful practitioner, after having become known by his benevolent 
efforts, attempt to effect a permanent residence in any of the northern or 
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eastern ports, the inhabitants would see it to be their interest, says Mr. 
Medhurst, to screen and shelter him ; and the probability is, that he woaU 
be left unmolested longer than those whose objects are more directly mis- 
sionary. For though the law which excludes the preacher, operates 
equally against the practitioner, yet the incipient departure from the letter 
of the enactment would be more likely to take place in the case of a dis- 
penser of health, than the reformer of morals ; simply because the Chi- 
nese, especially, feel their need in the one case, and not in the other. It 
is important for the friends of foreign missions to reflect upon this point, 
and make proper exertions to secure the active co-operation of the multi- 
tude of medical graduates in the United States, who hardly know where 
to place the soles of their feet. Without any reference to a connection 
with missionary enterprises, there are several countries to which the sur- 
plus number of young physicians might emigrate, for ten or twelve years 
only, and perhaps actually realize a larger property in that time, from pro- 
fessional efforts alone, than could be gathered in the overstocked land of 
medicals, in a successful practice of forty years. Turkey presents the 
most encouraging prospects — life and property being protected as vigi- 
lantly as in this or any other civilized country. Even the Turkish uavy, 
alone, would give employment to hundreds. Egypt is another splendid 
field, where an American physician would do well, in almost any of the 
cities, or have immediate employment in the Pasha's army or navy. 
Clot Bey, the manager of the medical school at Cairo, cannot educate 
native youths fast enough to meet the demand. 

Finally, several of the West India Islands and many parts of South 
America, hail the arrival of a physician as an act of special Providence. 
Even Hayti offers a good degree of encouragement, worth seeking. A 
Boston physician, who has been established there about twelve years, 
enjoys peculiar privileges, and from the quantity of coffee he has shipped, 
almost from the first dav of his arrival, seems to have been well compen- 
sated for his services. ^Two young, ambitious, admirably qualified physi- 
cians leave this city in the course of a few weeks for the same productive 
island — where, under the mild sky of St. Domingo, and the equitable 
government of President Boyer, we doubt not they will acquire both repu- 
tation and fortune in less than a life-time. These hints are designed for 
those who are looking about almost in despair of finding a theatre on 
which to play the outs and ins of professional life. 



Medical Convention of Ohio, — A report of the proceedings of a con- 
vention of practitioners of medicine and surgery of Ohio, at Cleveland, 
in May last, together with a catalogue of officers and the address of the 
late president. Dr. Hildreth, of Marietta, will receive further notice. It 
will be recollected that there is no regularly organized medical Society in 
the State, but it is pleasant to know that measures are in progress to bring 
about that desirable object. 



Restoration of Deformed Feet, — Dr. Warner, of Richmond, Virg., is 
remarkably successful in his operations for the perfect restoration of club- 
feet. Several surgeons have of late turned their attention towards this 
long-neglected branch of surgery, with the happiest results. In Boston 
the operation has become quite conunon, and as far as we can ascertaiii, 
V successful, in every respect, as in any country of Europe. 
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VermoTit Medical College. — At the recent annual commencement of tbis 
institution, at Woodstock, the degree of M.D. was conferred upon 14 
graduates, and the honorary degree of M.D, upon Ptolemy Edson, of 
Chester, Vt. ; Timothy Gridley, of Amherst, Mass. ; Otis Jenks, of Mel- 
bourne, L. C. ; and M. Morrin, of Quebec, L. C. 

The number of students who attended the course of lectures was 80. 



College of Physicians and Surgeons, New ForAr.— Dr. Delafield, Pro- 
fessor of Midwifery, and Dr. Alban Gold-Smith, Professor of Surgery, 
have resigned their professorships in the College. 

Dr. Robert Watts, Jr., of this city, has been appointed Professor of De- 
scriptive Anatomy. This appointment, we believe, will give universal 
satisfaction to the profession. Dr. W. has already passed the ordeal of 
Lecturer on Anatomy, in which capacity he gave evidence of uncommon 
talent. Dr. W. Parker, of Cincinnati, has been appointed Lecturer on 
Surgery, and Dr. J. R. Manley, of this city, Lecturer on Midwifery. 
The new practice of appointing men as lecturers, before establishing them 
as professors, is a vast improvement upon the old plan. But it is not 
equal to the mode by concours, — N, Y. Jour* of Med, and Surg, 



Dr. Paine*s New Work, — The Medical and Physiological Commentaries, 
bv Dr. Paine, are now in press, and will be published some time during 
the ensuing season. From our personal knowledge of Dr. Paine as an 
acute and independent observer, from his extensive acquaintance with the 
literature of the profession, as w^ell as from his high standing as a practi- 
tioner, we have every reason to believe that his forthcoming work, con- 
stituting two large octavo volumes, will be one of no ordinary interest.. 
The subjects to be examined in it, as stated in the prospectus, relate to 
obscure and controverted questions in pathology, and embrace a critical 
review of some of the most important doctrines in physiology and medi- 
cine. — Ibid. 



Dr. Stewarfs Translations. — Dr. James Stewart, of this city, has now 
Id press, a translation of Billard's well known and A^aluable work on the 
Diseases of Infants. He is also preparing a translation of M. Berton'» 
work on the Diseases of Children. This, like the former work, is founded 
on extensive clinical, physiological, and anatomical observations; and i» 
intended to extend the system adopted by M. Billard, to the whole period 
of childhood, from the time of dentition up to the age of puberty. — Ibid. 



Medical Staff of the U, S. Army, — At a meeting of the board of Medi* 
cal Examiners in a session at Baltimore, on the 14th of June, Drs. James 
W. Russel, of the State of New York ; Henry H. Steiner, of Pennsyl- 
Tania; John C. Glen, South Carolina; Henry E. Cruttenden, District of 
Columbia ; and James Simons, South Carolina, were admitted as assistant 
surgeons. Drs. J. B. Wright, John B. Wells, and Burton Randall, at 
another meeting of the board on the 17th of the same month, were raised 
to surgeons. Subsequently, Drs. John B. Porter and H. L. Heiskell were 
also made surgeons. 

For the mode of making application for the commission of surgeon 
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either in the army or navy of the United States, the reader is Inferred to 
the 16th page of the American Medical Almanac of the present year^ 



Health of Havana, — Recent accounts from Cuba make reference to thtf 
public health. The island has not been visited for a long time by an epi- 
demic, and at Havana, especially, it is represented to be as healthy as in 
any country town in the United States. This shows the good results of 
attending to what is appropriately called the health police of a city. For- 
merly Havana was designated the grave af sailors, and now it has be- 
come a delightful residence for those in pursuit of health. New Orleans 
and Charleston, which were threatened with the old scourgB of yellow 
fever, appear to have been unnecessarily alarmed. 



Dr. Howe's Questions. — Readers are particularly referred to a series of 
questions, in another part of this day's Journal, by Dr. Howe, a very 
worthy practitioner of Jaffrey, N, H., who has proposed an excellent plait 
for collecting the facts in relation to the use of tobacco, and its effects on 
the vocal organs of clergymen. Being post-master of the town, he kindly 
ofiers to receive all communications that may be sent him in his official 
capacity, which are intended to be arranged, finally, in a tabular form, and 
published. Our correspondents are reminded of the importance of decid- 
ing a point which has become a mooted question. Those who find h 
more convenient to forward their papers to this office, may do so. 



Medical Society. — An association, auxiliary to the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society, was organized at New Bedford on Wednesday last, at a con- 
vention of the Fellows of that Society from the counties of Bristol, Nan- 
tucket, Dukes County and a part of Plymouth. It is called the " Southern 
District Medical Society." The following are its officers for the current 
year : Wm. C. Whittredge. of New Bedford, President ; P. Mackfe, of 
\Vareham, and A. Glazier, of Fall River, Vice Presidents ; S. Sawyer, of 
Fairhaven, Secretary ; Paul Spooner, of New Bedford, Treasurer ; W. R. 
Wells, of do.. Librarian. The first annual discourse is by appointment 
to be delivered by Dr. Whittredge in May next; and the semi-aninial 
medical communications for discussion are to be read in November next, 
by W. A. Gordon, of Taunton, and S. Mayhew, of New Bedford. — Nan^ 
tucket Inquirer. 

Medical Miscellany. — Dr. Simmons, physician of the port of Charles- 
ton, S. C, announced lately the existence of three cases of genuine yel- 
low fever, imported from Havana. — A negro, in Cincinnati, fell down 
dead in consequence of the shock given to his nervous system on being 
threatened with a flogging; it is said not to be an uncommon occurrence. 
— Mr. Nathan B. Jewett, a mechanic of Amesbury, still insists that he is 
the sole and exclusive inventor of the curious tooth instrument, hereto- 
fore referred to as the invention of Dr. Gale, of that town. The parties 
ought to adjust the controversy, by amicable means, at once. — Sir James 
Clark has at length been dismissed by the Court. He asked leave to 
travel a short time, and permission was granted. The truth is, his rude 
attack upon the honor of Lady Flora Hastings caused him to be cut in 
almost every circle ; and for his own peace of mind it was ij^cessary for 
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him to retire. — The Western Journal of the Medical and Physical Scien- 
ces has been discontinued, we understand, at least for the present. We sus- ' 
pect the Transylvania Journal has shared the same fate, as no number has 
been received here for many months. If so, there is now no medical journal 
published in the western or south-western Stales. — There were but three 
deaths in the city of Salem during the month of June last — one of dropsy, 
one of consumption, and one of old age.— *Dr. G. S. Bedford, of the city 
of New York, has been appointed Professor of Obstetrics in the Albany 
Medical College. — No election of physician to the public institutions at 
South Boston, has yet been made. — Deaths in Philadelphia last week, 122 
— six less than in New York. — Dr. A. H. Stevens has resigned his situa- 
tion as one of the attending surgeons of the New York Hospital, which 
situation he has held for more than twenty years. 

MARRrED,— In Westford, Mass., Dr. Theodore Wells, to Miss Sarah E. C. Pea- 
body. — Dr. Wm. Graves, of Lowell, to Mrs. Mary Wood. — At Mardisville, Ala., 
Dr. Benjamin M. Smith, of Geo.*, to Miss Nancy M., daughter of Dr. C.W. Chand- 
ler, of Andover, Vt. 

Died, — At Milton, Mass., Dr. Samuel P. Glover, a surgeon of the revolutionary 
army, 86.— At Hartford, Ct. Dr. John D. Russ, 29. 

Whole number of deaiht in Boaton for the week ending July 6. 30. Males, 13 — females, 17. 

Of conaumption, 2 — debility, 1— ecarlet fbver. 4— worms, J — old age, 2 — infonlile, 8 — peritonitis, 
1— <)isea8e of the heart, 1— dropsy, 2 — casualty, 2— apoplexy, 1— paralysis, 1— dropsy in the head, 1— 
dropsy on the brain, 1 — bilious colic, 1— inoammation of the throat, 1— cancer of breast, 1— 
sUllbom, 3. 
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The month or June has been a cold, wet month, and vegetation has advanced slowly. The therms 
Deter has once risen to 82", and has been as low as 42"*. There has been one frost, which did little < 



The thermo- 
meter has once risen to »2', and nas been as low as 42'. Tbere bas been one trost, wbich did little or 
no damage. The range of the barometer has been from 29.02 to 29.58. Although the weather is cool, 
on iB pnMperoua, and the crops generally look well, although backward. 
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BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 

Thi Aaaaa] coarse of Lecturea in thia Iiutitatioii will commence the 8th of Angntt, 1839, and con- 

tliiae thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obttetrice, by - - - H. H. Chilvs, M.D. 

Chemistry, Botany, and Naiunil Philosophy, by C. Daw by, M.D. 

Pathological Anatomy and Materia Medica, by - • - - • Elibha Babtlbtt, M.D. 
Anatomy and Physiology, by------- - RosBaT Watts, M.D. 

Sargery, by Willabd PAaasa, M.D. 

Fee for the coors^ of lectures, $50 *, Ibe for those who have already attended two flill courses at an 
Inoorporaced medical school, $10 ; graduation Ibe, $18 *, board, including room-reat and kMiginf, es at 
other oouniry institutions. Library fee, according to the number of books taken out. 

Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and others, who have received the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine, are admitted gratuitously to the lectures. 

Degrees are conferred at the commencement and clo«e of the Lecture Term. The pre-requisites for 
admission to an examination for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine are — three ftiU years' study under a 
regular practitioner of medicine— atiendMice on two ftiU courses of medical lectures, in medical instir 
tutioBs regularly established, one of which courses must have been attended at this institution — a de- 
ibnsible thesis on some subject conneeted with medical scieBce--«n adequate knowledge of the Latin 
language, and a good moral character. 

"nie examinations will be held in presence of the Trustees, Faculty, and Overseers of the Instito- 
tlon, and of a Delegation flnom the Medical Society. The thesis must be publicly read and dei^ided/ 
Ctentlemen who intend to present themselves as candidates for a degree, are particularly requested to 
procure (iiW and formal certificates of time and age. 

Jy 3~ By order of the Faculty, ROBERT WATTS, Ja., M.D., JDcon. 

TREMONT-STR EET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
Thi subscribers, at their private medical school in Tremont street, offbr the IMlowiiig Ihcilitiat to 
proibssional students. 

L A dailv attendance Ht the wards of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

8. Attendance at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

S. Opportunities of seeing interesting cases and surgical operations in private practiea, In tba dto- 
pensaries and elsewhere. 

4. Occasional opportunities for obstetric practice. 

5. Lectures on surgery, and practical demonstrations fn anatomy fhom reeent anbjecta. 

6. Regular examinations, as for as desired, in all the branches, in the interval between tiM lactves 
ef Harvnrd University. 

7. A private dissecting room, In which during the last year an abnndant svpply of aaatowicai mJ^ 
Jects has been gratuitously Airnished. 

Eighteen gentlemen have entered this school slnoe its commencement In September last. 

JACOB BIGELOW, 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, 

BMton, May 15, 1839. Sam6m D. HUMPHREYS 8TORBB, 

OLIVER W. HOLMES. 

MEDICAL LECTURES: DARTMOUTH COLLEGE. 
Thi annual course of Lectures in the New Hampshire Medical Institution will commence at Hanover 
on Thursday, the 8th of August, 1899, and be continued 14 weeks, by the following members of 
thelhcnlty. 
John Delamatbr, M.D., Profbssor of Materia Medica, Obstetrics, and Diseases of Women and 

Children. 
Stiphbn W. Williams, M.D., Lecturer on Medical Botany and Medical Jurtspmdence. 
Dizi CaosBt, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 

Elibha Bartlbtt, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Physic and Pathological Anatomy. 
Olivbr p. Hubbabd, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Olivbb Wemdbll Holmes, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
F. A. Eddy, A.M., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
Fees for the course, $50,00. Matriculation, $3,00. Graduating expenses, #18/n. 

OLIVER F. HUBBARD, ^ecrefory. 
Hanovtr, IT. H., June, 1889. June >6~3t 

VACCINE VIRUS. 
Phtbioianb in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Punt Vaocurs 
YiRUB, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surglc^ Journal, end ' 
one dollar, post paid, without which no letter will be taken from the poet office. June 19 

BROWN'S PATENT SELF-INJECTING APPARATUS. 

Thi undersigned respectfolly calls the attention of medica] practitioners to a newly in^entad I 
meat, which is for sale at his store, No. 481 Washington street, corner of Elliot street. If phyalciaBs 
would examine the principles of its construction, they would appreciate its usefolneea, and wotthl 
probably be induced to recommend it very generally in their practice. Physicians, druggists, and Ite 
inhabitants of Boston, are particularly invited to look into the superiority of this article over tiM in- 
Tenlor*s former instrument, as it now has the advantage of Goodyear's new India Rubber, whkli li 
allowed by all to be an entirely diflbrent article from that formeriy manidhctured. 

Feb. 6-«oply WILLIAM BROWM. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is pubUshed every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communicationa most be 
addressed, post paid. It is also publishod in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, #3.50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for #9,00 a year, tn 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment In advance or aaCisihclov7 lu bt 
enca. Poetage the aaae as for a newspaper. 
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BRIEF RULES FOR EXPLORATION OF THE CHEST, IN DISEASES OF 
THE LUNGS AND HEART. 

BY JACOB BIGXLOW, H.D., PBTSICIAIT ARD LVCTURVR ON CLTIflCAL MBDICIVB AT THB 
MABSACBUBBTTS GBHXRAL HOSPITAL. 

[Commanleated for the Bofton Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Since the discoveries of LaeoDec, which have constituted the most im- 
portant acquisition which medical science has received during the pre* 
sent century, various treatises of a general or partial character have ap- 
peared, on the subject of exploration of the chest. Although the expe- 
rience of more than twenty years has tended to conBrm rather thao 
bvalidate almost all the laws established by that distinguished man, yet 
a good deal of refinement and of modification has been introduced into 
this branch of science by some of the more voluminous writers on the 
subjects which it comprehends. Many physicians and students, it ia 
apprehended, are on this account deterred firom making themselves 
fiuniliar with the fundamental principles of an art, without which no 
accurate knowledge can be obtained of the nature or degree of thoracic 
diseases. 

For this reason it has appeared to me that a brief and intelligible 
exposition of the more essential laws of this art, as it is practised at the 
present day, would not be unacceptable to a large part of the medical 
profession. Such rules at least are more easy of remembrance and of 
application, than the extended discussions of more diffuse writers. 

Ia the physical exploration of the chest, a series of problems for 
solution is presented to our attention by the external phenomena of that 
part of the body. Each of these phenomena is a sign bearing a fixed 
and definite relation to some particular conditions of the internal organs. 
By a correct interpretation and comparison of these signs, we arrive at a 
knowledge of the state of the organs, whether in health or diseasOi 
which without them it would be impossible to obtain. 

Of the Examination of Shape. — In perfect health the chest is for 
the most part symmetrical and equally proportioned. In disease certain 
changes of form are liable to take place, and to these it is necessary that 
the observer should cfirect his attention. The patient to be exammed 
should sit erect, in a warm room, with bis chest uncovered, and tho 
amos down in similar positions. He should be placed directly opposita 
to a firont light, since unequal or side lights produce deceptive i 
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in the comparison of prominent or depressed surfaces. The following 
circumstances should then be observed, and the inferences resulting from 
them should be tested by the other modes of exploration. 

If one shoulder, including the scapula, is constantly raised, it may 
proceed from curvature of the spine, from pleuritic effusion, pneumo- 
thorax, or more rarely from an internal tumor. If the spaces above and 
below the clavicles, or those between the ribs, project on one side more 
than is natural, we may suspect emphysema, pleurisy, or pneumothorax, 
on that side. If the same spaces be preternaturally depressed, there are 
frequently old adhesions of the pleura underneath them, with sometimes 
cicatrized cavities, in the lung ; or the lung, after being compressed by 
disease, may not have recovered its due dilatation. A prominence in 
the region of the heart is natural in some persons. When preternaturally 
great, if it be pear-shaped, with its perpendicular diameter longest, it 
should lead us to suspect pericarditis. If it be oval and transverse, 
there may be hypertrophy of the heart. But these characters are by 
no means constant. Various irregularities in the conformation of the 
chest, arise from softness or other change of the bones in rickety consti- 
tutions, and they may also take place in some persons, especiaUy 
children, without any important disease. 

The sides of the chest may be successively measured by carrying a 
string or tape from the middle of the sternum to the spinous process of 
the vertebra, below the nipple, or on the level of the greatest apparent 
projection. If one side is found decidedly larger than the other, there 
is reason to apprehend the effusion of fluid, or less frequently of air, 
into the cavity of the pleura; or the enlargement or morbid growth of 
some internal part. 

Of Percussion. — The art of percussion is founded on the familiar 
fact that a hollow body resounds when struck, while a full body does 
not. Thus in percussing a cask, or the inner wall of a house, we can 
decide whether it is empty or filled up, and in most instances can 
determine where the vacant space begins or ends. Percussion is 
employed in medical practice to indicate the condition of that part of 
the body which is immediately within the point percussed. Any portion 
submitted to this test, will sound more or less hollow, in proportion as 
air, or a denser substance, predominates in the spot upon which percus- 
sion is made. 

As it is sometimes painful to the patient to percuss directly upon the 
surface of the body, it is now common to employ an intermediate sub- 
stance, called a pleximeter, to receive the impulse of the blow. Various 
pleximeters have been employed, made of ivory, wood, and India rubber. 
But one of the most convenient is the finger of the hand of the operator 
which is not in use, laid firmly and flat on the surface which is to be 
percussed. It may be variously turned, at the discretion of the ope- 
rator, to fit the different curvatures of the chest. But in comparing 
corresponding parts, care should be taken that the finger used as a 
pleximeter should be placed at the same angle, upon each part, and 
that it be held upon it with equal pressure. For want of attention to 
this point, important mistakes are committed. 
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Peicassion is commonly performed with the ends of all the fingers at 
once, holding them so that the last phalanx shall be perpendicular to 
the surface percussed. A single finger answers the purpose in many 
cases. The stroke, or tap, should be short and quick, since in this way 
the clearest sound is elicited. Percussion requires to be repeated with 
different degrees of force, in estimating the seat of morbid changes. 
For superficial affections, slight percussion is sufficient ; but to elicit the 
modifications of sound which belong to deep<*seated changes, more 
forcible percussion is needed. It is desirable, however, not to give pain 
to the patient in any case. 

Some inconvenience is experienced from the disadvantageous position, 
when we percuss surfaces of different obliquity, and especially on the 
side next the operator. To obviate this difficulty, I have used, in the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, for the last three years, a jpercitt«or 
formed of an elastic ball of woollen yarn, covered with velvet, about an 
inch and three quarters in diameter, with a handle five inches long. 
This instrument has the advantage of great freedom of motion, as 
evinced by the circumstance that the operator may percuss with it any 
part of his own chest. It has also the mechanical advantage, that the 
centre of percussion falls within the percussing part, which is not the 
case when the hand is used. Its use is attended with much more 
despatch than that of the fingers, and the sound of one may be employed 
to test that of the other. The tone varies in proportion to the hardness 
or softness of the ball, in regard to which a medium is best. It is carried in- 
serted in a stethoscope, the ear-piece of which, if thickened and used edge- 
wise, makes a good pleximeter, more convenient to hold than any other. 

For the satisfactory performance of percussion, the patient, if able, 
should sit up, either uncovered or with a single thickness of covering. 
It is essential, when opposite sides are to be percussed, that their position 
and covering should be similar, to enable us to form a just comparison. 
While the anterior surface is percussed, the patient should sit erect, with 
the shoulders back, and both arms in the same position. When the 
posterior surface is percussed, he should fold the arms and stoop forward. 
A child is most conveniently examined lying over the nurse's shoulder. 
To facilitate percussion under the axillae, the arms should be raised over 
the head. When the patient is too sick to sit up, the operation becomes 
more difficult. Still we are able to percuss the anterior and lateral 
parts, and if the patient can turn upon bis sides, the back also becomes 
accessible. 

In health the percussion is most resonant where there is most lung, 
and the least integument, muscle or bone. It b therefore most sonorous 
in the axillas, and in the inferior regions of the chest. It is somewhat 
less so below the clavicles, and still less so upon and above them. It is 
dull upon the spine and the scapulae, and somewhat so upon the mammas 
and pectoral muscles. Yet these latter give a sufficient sound, if pro- 
perly compressed by the pleximeter. 

The two sides of the chest should sound alike in healthy persons, with 
the exception that the part of the left side occupied by the heart gives 
a duller sound than the corresponding part of the right side. This 
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portion, called the praeoordial region, extends from the middle of the 
sternum to the left nipple, and from the base of the chest, obliquely 
to the junction of the sternum with the third or fourth rib. A source 
of inequality is found in the lower part of the left chest, from its 
proximity to the stomach, in consequence of which it becomes resonaot 
when that organ is distended with gas. But in this case the sound is 
peculiarly sharp and tense, having the tone which Piorry has denomina- 
ted stomachal resonance. The right side, also, at its lower pait emits a 
duller sound, from the proximity of the liver. With the foregoing 
exceptions, the healthy chest should sound alike, or nearly so, on the 
corresponding parts of opposite sides. And if there be a constant and 
evident difference in the sound elicited by percussion from the two ^des, 
we are justified in inferring that one side or the other is a seat of disease. 
In estimating the results of percussion, we should not compare dif- 
ferent individuals with each other, except in cases of great peculiarity, 
for perhaps no two individuals yield precisely the same sound, owing 
to the size of the chest, the amount of integument, &c. But the same 
individual may always be compared with himself. 

Normal sounds are those which are naturally emitted by healthy 
persons under exploration. In disease the sound of percussion is liaUe 
to hecorae pretematurally resonant on the one hand, or diitt ^ndfiai on 
the other. The sound is termed preternatural, when the part percussed 
is more resonant than in health. If the resonance is excessive, it is 
called tympanitic. It exists in emphysema, in which disease the air 
vesicles are enlarged ; also in pneumothorax, in which air exists in the 
cavity of the pleura. 

The sound of percussion is termed du//, when the resonance of the 
chest is less than natural ; and flatj when there is little or no resonance, 
the sound in this case resembling that which would be yielded by the 
fleshy part of a limb, if percussed. Dull and flat percussion are 
different degrees of the same thing, and take place when a portion of 
light vesicular lung is replaced by a denser body. This may be a 
foreign or di^rent substance, such as an enlarged heart, a tumor, or an 
effused fluid ; or it may be a portion of the lung itself consolidated by 
disease, as in hepatization, and tuberculous infiltration, the former occur- 
ring in pneumonia, the latter in phthisis. 

If the chest emit a dull or flat sound, which shifts its relative position 
whenever the body is moved from one posture to another, always 
occupying the lowest situation, we may conclude that there is eflSised 
fluid, which by its own gravity seeks always the lowest level. 

There is a peculiar sound sometimes heard in percussion, which is 
dull and jarring like that of a cracked earthen vessel, and called by the 
French bruit de pot file. It is best heard during expiration, and with 
the patient's mouth open. It occurs in phthisis, and indicates a cavity 
in the lung, immediately within the percussed part. The diagnosis is 
rendered more certain if on light percussion the part gives a duU sound. 
In rare cases the cracked sound is met with when the lungs are healthy. 

(To be Gontimed.) 
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EMBRYOTIC INFLUENCES. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jmirrud. 

Sir,— Notwithstanding the hopes entertained that the " absurd notion " 
of an influence exerted by the imagination of the mother over the foetus 
in utero, had long been exploded, and notwithstanding a writer in your 
Journal, two years -ago,* "could not have imagined it to prejudice the 
mind of any man belonging to the medical profession, there still seems 
to be a vague suspicion lurking in the minds of some of the more illite- 
rate members of said profession, that there is at least some foundation in 
lact for the origin of the prejudice or notion referred to. This suspicion 
betrays itself by an occasional blossoming of an old wive's tale amid the 
leaves of this and other journals, bedecked by preface and apology, as 
though its animating spirit was a mens conscia recti et veritatisy but mor- 
tally afraid of being disintegrated by the stilet thrusts of the scientific, 
or pelted down by the pills of the practical. 

Two years ago, in the opinion of Dr. Goulding, an essay of this kind, 
in that enlightened age, required some notice. But since that period, 
whether large and repeated doses of animal magnetism have produced 
an insensibility to lesser stimulants in the minds of the faculty, or 
whether from a general and uniform acquiescence with Dr. G., that his 
essay afforded a satisfactory solution of 'all the embryotic problems that 
ever have been or will be oflered to the public for many years to come, 
together with a sufficient castigation of the absurdities and weakminded- 
Dess of the illiterate members who dare to propose them, it is certain 
that a universal tolerance of similar communications has prevailed among 
the correspondents of the Journal to this day. Of this favorable dis- 
position not to hear, nor to believe, but to be silent, I shall avail myself, 
to relate a couple of facts which lately fell under my observation, and 
accompany them with certain remarks which I conceive will tend to 
place the hypothesis in a position where it will be regarded as an object 
worthy of scientific investigation. 

The facts are these. 1st. In the month of December, 1838, while 
visiting the hospital attached to the House of Industry at South Boston, 
by invitation of Dr. Palmer, the physician, I frequently saw a child, 
about a year old, with a mark on the cornea of the left eye. It Con- 
sisted of a black spot with a white ring surrounding it, bearing so close 
a resemblance to the pupil of the eye and iris, that no one could avoid 
being struck with it at sight. It was nearly of the size of the natural 
pupil, and occupied the lower and outer quadrant of the cornea. The 
mother, whose name was Patten or Padding, gave the following account 
of it. For a year previous to the birth of the child she lived in the 
bouse with a woman whose name was Collins, who had, as she ex- 
pressed it, a double sight to her eye ; in other words, a mark; of which 
that on the eye of her own child was an exact resemblance, except that 
the woman's was a trifle nearer the centre or axis of the eye. To this 
woman the mother stated herself to have been strongly attached, and to 
have passed much time in her company. It was my intention to seek 

* Medical and Surgical Journal, Vol. XVI., page 347. Embryotic Influencea, by Dr. Goulding. 
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oat the original, bad I remaioed in Boston through the present season, 
for I considered the case so strongly marked as would set the question of 
embryotic influences forever at rest, could the woman's story be proved 
to be true. It may happen to some reader of the Journal to meet with 
her in the course of a professional tour, and he will then have it in his 
power to confirm or overthrow this statement. 

2d. About the same time, or soon afterwards, I was called to visit a 
woman in South Boston, one of whose children had a hand with but four 
fingers, adhering together in two pairs nearly their whole length. The 
arm was a little crooked and small, while the other was uncommonly 
large and powerful. This woman also stated that for a number of 
months before the birth of her child, she was daily visited by a child 
with a similar hand and arm in all respects. Of this child she took 
much notice, and gave him food whenever he came to her house. 

I might mention other remarkable cases which have been communi- 
cated to me by persons of credibility out of the profession. Of barber- 
ries which now ripen on a person's breast in the proper season for its 
kindred to ripen, which are green when they are green, and red when 
they are red ; of a fatal case of smallpox which was communicated to 
the foetus without the mother's becoming affected by it ; of a woman 
who was frightened by her husband bringing into the room where she 
was, a young alligator, and who presented him, shortly afterwards, a 
near approximation to a living crocodile ; of the settling of a minister 
with red hair over a parish within fifteen miles of Boston, and the pre- 
sentation of thirteen candidates to the baptismal font with red hair 
within a single year ; of all these and many more I choose to remain 
silent, partly because 1 have not seen these wonders myself, and partly 
because of the tales of scandal which they might provoke in this cold, 
uncharitable world. It is not, however, the fear of filling the mind of 
the delicate and sensitive female with *' nightly imaginings of horror," 
which restrains me from speaking out more fully, for apart from the con- 
sideration that scarcely a woman can be found in the common walks of 
life who is not a believer in the superstition, more good than harm will 
grow out of the diflfusion of the belief, from its being calculated to re- 
store and preserve that peace and harmony in families, compared with 
the importance of which, the forebodings of an anxious mother lest her 
ofl^pring may be deformed or marked, are unworthy of mention. For 
in the midst of doubts and fears, there are hopes. But it must be a 
hard-hearted and chilling philosophy that would, with a single stroke of 
the pen, expunge the stamp of conscious virtue from the brows of thir- 
teen mothers of red-haired children, along with the pastor of his flock, 
whose only crime, perhaps, consisted in his arresting the attention and 
fixing too steadfastly the gaze of his hearers. Yet let Dr. Goulding ask 
himself whether, in his sympathy for the mothers about to be, he did 
not forget his charity for the mothers that are ; whether in quoting the 
statement from Hunter with approbation, he- was not (innocently no 
doubt) his aider and abettor, in a charge of a most libellous nature. 

it may serve to throw light on the cause of these phenomena, grant- 
ing them true-— or if this is not conceded, it may help to render them 
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more probable — ^to contemplate with them a series of facts which, how- 
ever wonderful, are gerterally acknowledged by naturalists. 

It has been clearly ascertained that the eggs of birds, in many instan- 
ces, are colored like the surrounding objects among which they are de- 
posited.* " Several hundred of examples might he enumerated of cater- 
pillars resembling in color the substances on which they feed. Many, 
though they feed on green leaves, resemble in color the gray or brown 
bark on which they rest when not feeding. One species is mentioned 
which is said to assume the color of the lichens which it feeds on, being 
gray when it feeds on a gray one, and yellow when it feeds on a yellow 
one. Of the extraordinary tropical insects popularly termed walking 
leaves, the wing cases not only in color, but in texture and even in 
veining, are so exactly like leaves, from the fresh green of those newly 
expanded, to the faded brown of those withered and fallen, that bo- 
tanists themselves might be deceived if they were detached from the 
insects and exhibited as real leaves. On the other hand, the spectres, 
as they are called, resemble the smaller branches of trees with their 
spray, and so minutely detailed is this mimicry, that the very snags and 
knobs, as Kirby and Spence remark, are accurately imitated." 

Now how is this resemblance best accounted for ? Is it by supposing 
it to be ordained by the Creator for the purpose of concealing them 
from their enemies, or by attributing it to an irregular or modified 
operation of the law of their organization ? The author of the treatise 
on Insect Transformations, in the Library of Entertaining Knowledge, 
objects satisfactorily to the first of these opinions, that there are more 
instances where this resemblance is wanting than where it is found ; that 
these insects are armed to defend themselves, like others, and hence 
that it would indicate a partiality, in the mind of the Creator, towards 
some of his creatures, not discernible in the rest of his works* 

How stands the other proposition ? We know that there 13 a dispo- 
sition inherent in all objects to impress both their color and images on 
any medium, provided it is favorably disposed for receiving and retaining 
them. This fact is well established by the discoveries of Daguerre and 
others in photogenic drawing, and indeed is what any one might infer as 
often as he looks into his glass. 

We have also reason to believe that if any form of matter is adapted 
to receive and retain such impressions, it is animal matter in that pecu- 
liarly mobile and plastic state which attends the evolution of the foetus, 
or the transformations of insects. 

If we allow, then, that the progeny is the reflected image of the 
progenitor, without confusing ourselves by endeavoring to understand 
the mode in which that reflection takes place, it surely cannot border in 
the least degree on the absurd to suppose that the influence of sur- 
rounding circumstances may occasionally be so strong as to mask the 
<niginal tendency, and substitute a new reflection in its stead, whether it 
springs from a conception within the mind, or the direct impression of a 
visual object. The reflection of the countenance, of the mental and 

* Library of Entertolnliig Knowlodge : Intect Tnnifbnnatioiis. 
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bodily disposit'ioas of the parent, m the child, oo (me doubts ; yet by 
what law of optics are they explained? Is it difficult to conceive 
of the reBection of the color and image of a leaf on the clear gelatinous 
fluid from which the wing of an insect is evolved, as it passes from the 
state of a chrysalis to that of the image, with sufficient force to impress 
upon it the hue and shape which belong to the leaf, when that same 
hue and shape would paint itself on the screen of Daguerre's camera 
obscura if placed before it ? The only resisting force is one impressed 
upon it at the time the egg of the insect was formed, viz., the parental 
reflection, which cannot be supposed to be much more powerful than 
the inertia or the existing chemical affinities of the particles in the 
paper in the physical experiment. It appears to me plain that this is a 
fbll and satisfactonr solution of those cases where there is a resemblance 
between visual objects and the parts of animals. One other is, indeed, 
possible, which is that the reflection may take place through the 
medium of the mother. In either case, one fact common to both is 
proved, viz., the reflection of the image of an object on a structure in 
Its fonnative state, either mediately through the parent, or immediately 
by the physical laws of light. The former case, though not understood, 
is no more at variance with nature than is the reflection of the features 
of tbe father in the son ; while the latter is open to no objection 
whatever. 

The conclusion to be drawn from these facts and observations must 
have been already suggested to the mind of the reader ; it is that certain 
physical and external conditions will occasion deviations in tbe law or 
kws of organization. 

Tbe two next questions relate to the supposed influence of the 
mother's imagination in producing the effect, and the presumed necessity 
ibr a nervous connection between the mother and foetus in order to the 
transmiflsbn of an influence from one to the other. The mysterious 
mrion of the mind and body, and the equally mysterious connection 
between parent and child, should teach any one caution bow he draws 
conclusions on the strength of his knowledge of either. A woman may 
btve a longing {at a particular fruit, and the likeness of that fruit may 
be impressed on her child's body, without their being anjrthing, either 
physically or metaphysically, absurd in the idea. Physically, because 
we have reason to suppose that the physical condition of the system 
which attends the conceptbn of an object is the same with, or closely 
analogous to, that condition which attends the perception of tbe same 
object, and it would thus stand on the same ground with the belief of 
the reflection of the image of any object directly before tbe eye. 
Metaphysically, because it accords with the principles of a philosophy 
which has numbered among its advocates a great proportion of the 
most distinguished men of ancient and modem times. The forms of 
things existed, according to Plato, as archetypes in the divine mind, pre- 
liminary to their being made visible in the world of sensible things. 
Cousin declares the mind of man to be one with the mind of the Deity, 
and makes that volition which raises an arm a part of that volition which 
once moved *^npoa the face of the waters." Is it anything more than 
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following out these principles to say that the form of a thing existing in 
a human mind, may be traced in a human production, as a new creation ? 
True, we cannot follow the form from its conception by the mind, to its 
perception by the bodily eye. But then no more can we follow 
volition, nor lay a hand on any point of space, or note down any period 
of time, between the mental feeling and the bodily act. If the human 
mind is a spark caught from the divine mind, and if it was, as Plato says, 
essential to the creation of things that their forms should pre-exist in 
the divine mind-— or, in other words, that the pre-existence of the former 
necessarily occasioned the existence of the latter — that the intellectual 
forms, ideas, or images, blending with incorporeal matter, produced 
palpable or sensible forms, then an intellectual form, idea or image, 
existing within that isolated portion of the divine, which constitutes the 
mind of a human being, displays itself in the body with which that 
mind is in relation, while in the state of transition from incorporeal to cor- 
poreal substance, but in accordance with the law by which all things were 
created. And he who laughs at the old women for an opinion which 
observation has forced upon them without reasoning, is at liberty 
to laugh at Plato for an opinion which the depth of his reasoning 
disclosed to him without observation. A mother's mark, if there is such 
a thing, is a new creation. All science teaches that if a new creation 
takes place, it will be by the same law by which old things were created. 
Now 1 do not say positively that a woman's longing marks her child, or 
that Plato's ideas are correct. But 1 do say that this correspondence 
between ideas of a new creation, and the old, arising from sources so 
different, entertained by minds so opposite in their endowments, ought 
to protect them from ridicule, if, indeed, it does not afibrd the greatest 
possible a priori probability in favor of the truth of both opinions, or, at 
at least, that there was an element of truth from which both opinions 
were derived. 

It is important to distinguish between those mental operations which 
are objects of conciousness, and those which are not. We are conscious 
of sensations, thoughts, feelings, and volitions, but we are not conscious 
of the action of our frame during a sensation, thought, feeling or volition. 
Nor can we experience, as a matter of consciousness, the formative mo* 
tions (or whatever they may be) which give origin to any bodily structure. 
Hence there may be, for aught we know, a principle which is neither 
matter nor mind, but which, by different modes of activity, gives rise 
to the phenomena of both, as they present themselves to our finite 
consciousness. An outward impression may excite the activity of this 
ttrtiwn q%iid, so as to give rise to a perception within a mind, at the 
same time that it moulds a new image corresponding to that impression 
in the body to which that mind is joined. In which case, the stronger 
the impression, tlie more vivid the perception and the more perfect the 
image are likely to be ; while, as they are both effects of a common 
cause, the absence of the one is not incompatible with the presence of the 
other. Thus a woman in pregnancy may have a strong presentiment 
that her child will have an extra thumb, and find it so at birth. Another 
may have the extra thumb without the presenUment, and a third the 
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presentiment without the thumb, and all be reconciled by this supposi- 
tion. For it is not the presentiment which produces the mark or image, 
but a principle which gives rise both to the presentiment and the image, 
and which is resisted by whatever occupies the mind in the former case, 
and by the law of organization in the latter, and either resistance it may 
or may not be powerful enough to overcome ; so that it is no matter of 
astonishment that either the presentiment or image should appear without 
the other on this hypothesis — while without it, it is strange that there 
should be a coincidence between the presentiment and the extra 
formation. 

By what train of reasoning a correspondent of the London Lancet, 
who has lately given a remarkable example of this coincidence, should 
immediately afterwards, on the occurrence of an extra thumb without 
the presentiment, conclude that there was nothing in the hypothesis of 
the influence of the mother's imagination, I am at a loss to conceive. 
The single rule of three direct teaches, from three numbers given, to 
find a fourth, which shall be in the same proportion to the third that the 
second is to the first. This correspondent, it seems, was in possession 
of the three terms, but instead of finding the fourth, he made use of the 
third to prove that there was no proportion at all between the first two. 
This, I suppose, is according to the single rule of three retrograde 1 

About three months since, a young man was brought into this port 
with the smallpox. Five members of the (kmily of which he is an 
inmate had the smallpox within a month after his arrival, and these are 
the only cases that have happened. I should have been inclined to 
think that they caught it of the young man. But as there is no reason 
to suppose that he himself was exposed to the contagion, as it was not 
known that he came in contact with any one sick of that disease for a 
long Uroe, and as no other of the crew of the vessel to which he belonged 
had it, it must be a satisfactory proof that smallpox is not contagious ! 

Another coincidence, equally striking, is opposed to the doctrine 
which supposes a nervous communication necessary between the mother 
and child for the transmission of the required influence. We have, if 
there is anything in animal magnetism, evidence of thoughts, sensations 
and volitions, communicated from individual to individual without nervous 
connection — ^things which were once thought to require the use of nerves 
as much as organic processes. But animal magnetism is defunct. It 
is condemned by almost all the journals, and fairly put down by the 
newspapers. It is a thousand times more dead than though it had 
been put down by argument. Embryotic influence is also absurd. You 
cannot, by appealing to one absurdity, draw any support for another. 
Two negatives make an aflirmative, but two absurdities don't make a 
plausibility. All this is very true. But it is a little singular that animal 
magnetism and this other absurdity should aim at the same thing, viz., 
to deny the necessity of a nervous connection for the transmission of the 
most recondite mental and bodily influences. Surely nothing save a 
ioint conspiracy between the old women and the magnetizers would 
nave produced such a result as that one party by observation, the other 
by experiment, should affirm, the first that mental afl^ections display 
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themselves in bodily forms without nervous connection^ the second that 
mental thoughts, feelings and volitions manifest themselves in other 
bodies than those in which they originate, without nervous or any other 
obvious connection between them ; while the philosophy of Plato and 
Cousin is appealed to, to supply the connecting link between the two 
trains of asserted facts (which it does by making mind the primeval 
repository of bodily forms as well as thoughts, sensations, volitions, be). 
All this argues so great a degree of cunning, and such a profound 
acquaintance with the transcendental metaphysics among the old ladies, 
as to be nearly as hard to believe as the absurdities of magnetism and 
embryotic influences themselves. 

There is yet one more coincidence which I would call to mind, in 
connection with this subject — ^the story recorded in scripture of Jacob's 
rods. The bearing of this story is attempted to be met by ascribing it 
to divine interference. A miraculous escape, truly. But was it not a 
little singular that the Deity should interfere in that particular way 
which alone accords with the popular explanation of these facts, when 
the chances of his adopting some other method were as infinity to one ? 
To me it has often appeared that the scriptures, if studied in the right 
spirit, might/ be as useful to the scientific in furnishing hints to the 
discovery of the laws which regulate the corporeal fabric, as to the 
legislator and divine in unfolding the maxims of government and the 
precepts of law and religion. One of these hints is contained in the 
passage just alluded to. Another, it is not unlikely, is contained in the 
lifting up of the brazen serpent, which has already been pressed into 
the service to help out the miraculous character of Jacob's rods. When 
it is considered how prominent are the nervous symptoms among the 
effects of poisoned wounds, especially the biles of venomous or infuriated 
animals, how obstinate their resistance to the antiphlogistic plan of 
treatment, and how great the power of music in soothing some of them, 
as in the instance of the bite of the tarantula, compared with the fact 
that impressions received by either of the three most highly specialized 
of the senses have produced if not cured convulsions, and the popular 
opinion in some of the eastern countries that a fixed gaze on bright 
objects is a cure for such wounds, there seems abundant reason to doubt 
whether there was anything miraculous in the charm of the brazen 
serpent, save in the inspiration which revealed to Moses the empirical 
practice, a reason for which was to be given by the progress of science 
in a remote age. The principle on which the bible is constructed 
contradicts the opinions and prejudices of no one era, while at the same 
time it keeps pace with human improvement by anticipating and re* 
cording, in enigmatical language, the most important scientific discoveries. 

A well-authenticated case of vaccination, communicated by the 
mother to the foetus in utero, is related in the Medico-Chirurgical 
Review for November, 1829. The mother was vaccinated nine days 
before the birth of the child, and a few days after its birth the child 
presented pustules on its arms, '' in the same number and at the same 
paints as those which had previously appeared on the mother" Here 
was a case of sympathy between part and party between number and 
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numherj without nervous connection, that recomnaends itself to the 
special attention of those objectors to embryotic influences who take 
umbrage at the mention of the part touched by the mother when 
alarmed, corresponding to the part marked in the child. 

Instances of an analogous sympathy might be multiplied, were it not 
that in this enlightened age their absurdity is too evident. At the 

f>resent day the philosophic eye is an eye of sense. It recognizes no 
aw between the will of the Deity and organized structures. It sees 
nothing in the face of nature but instruments and ends, organs and 
functions, machinery and results, tissues and properties of tissues. The 
laws of contagion are a mystery, sympathy and fascination curious, 
instinct a thing to talk oneself to sleep about, mothers' marks an old 
wive^s tale, animal magnetism and natural somnambulism ridiculous, and 
phrenology the greatest step ever taken by the human mind in its progress 
towards infinite perfection. And why ? Because there are no special 
organs in the body, of which contagion, instinct, sympathy, fascination, 
magnetism, &c., are appropriate functions ; while for phrenology there 
are thirty-six organs as plain and distinct as muscas volitantes before an 
apoplectic's eyes. The laws of organization, and consequently of health 
and disease, are metaphysical abstractions — ^there is no vital activity m 
nature, because it is neither seen, heard, smelt, tasted, touched ; neither 
in healthy anatomy, nor in pathology. 

The popular doctrine " founds all arguments in regard to the physical 
condition of man on the solid ground of anatomy and physiology." 
And what have been the grand results in this method of inquiry 
during the present century? The appearances of the organs after 
certain diseases have been disclosed, but the intimate nature of not one 
ofthese diseases is better understood. Huge volumes have been written 
on the structure of the brain, its nervous cords have been untwisted, its 
ganglionic knots cut, its net-work plexuses have been unravelled ; and 
the result is that the brain is a mere collection of lymphatics and vessels, 
adapted to contain a finer fluid than the blood. Neither the nature of 
insanity, convulsions, tetanus, hydrophobia, their cause and seat, is a 
jot the clearer for all this minute and microscopic anatomy. The seat 
of the mind is doubtless in the brain as much as it is in pollice pedis ; 
but about every argument which has been adduced to support the 
opinion that the brain is the organ of the mind, might be construed so 
as to prove, with equal force, that the erect position of man is that very 
same organ. It is easy to perceive that while this continues the popular 
doctrine, no material progress can be made in the science of medicine. 
The scalpel and the microscope have revealed all that they were in- 
tended to reveal ; they have proved that the body is no being per se, no 
self existence, but is as a tenement inhabited by a being which is neither 
seen nor felt, but which both sees, feels and reasons. And henceforth 
the physiologist who hopes to add anything to what is now known of 
life, must study the laws and operations of this invisible agent in the forms 
in which it manifests itself, instead of mistaking the form for the thing 
itself, and neglecting and despising phenomena which do not square 
^tb the arbitrary standard which he has set up for himself to judge of 
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things^ which^ when his vision is brightest^ he sees '^ through a glass 
darkly." B. H. 

Gloucester, June 25, 1839. 
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An examination of the first number of this new and elegantly executed 
periodical, satisfies us that Mr. Adlard is a roan of correct taste in all 
typographical matters, at least; and if this is a specimen of what he 
intends to do while he exercises a controlling influence over the publication 
of the Journal, it will vie with the very best-printed quarterlies extant. 

With the manifest facilities of the great city of New York for sustaining^ 
a work like the one before us, it has long been a matter of surprise that 
so many years have been suffered to pass away without commencing the 
enterprise. The city abounds with professional gentlemen of acknow- 
ledged literary and scientific attainments; and hospitals, most liberally 
endowed, besides dispensaries and other charitable institutions expressly 
designed for the medical treatment of the homeless and afflicted, o^r the 
greatest possible variety of materials for the pages of a medical Journal. 

In the publisher's address, he expressly assures the reader that thi& 
'* had its origin among the older members of the medical profession in 
New York ;" and " that the plan proposed has been matured by muck 
reflection and will be pursued with energy and zeal." To show the 
amount of professional strength engaged in the undertaking, a list of 
collaborators was originally intended, which would have been gratifying 
to patrons, simply because there is an innate curiosity to know to whom, 
we are indebted for instruction or agreeable entertainment of any kind.. 
However, Mr. Adlard says, " a list of this kind would, in fact, have 
embraced all the medical talent of the city." The inference, then, is, that 
the physicians are united in the enterprise; and if such is the fact,, 
the Journal must inevitably sustain the high character which it promises. 

Those wishing to become subscribers, of which it is to be hoped ther& 
maybe many in New England, may address the office No. 168 Broadway^ 
or the various agents. The price is $5,00 per year, payable in advance^ 
or $1,50 for a single number. As it will appear quarterly, the second 
number is to be published the first of October. 

With regard to the articles which fill 244 pages, we shall have occasion 
to refer to them hereafter. The summary view of the progress of medicine 
in America, by Dr. John Watson, is really interesting, but not sufficiently 
copious in details. It is astonishing that no more credit has been meted 
out to the elder and present Dr. Warren, in the field of surgery. A case 
of bony tumor, by Dr. Rodgers, is one of peculiar value. Dr. Shook's 
hospital reports are deserving of particular commendation — there is an 
orderly exactness about each case. 

We close these remarks by wishing our fellow laborers all the saccess 
which their industry and devotion to a noble science entitles them ta 
expect from the members of* a liberal profession in the United States* 
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Researches an the Effects of Tobacco^ ^c, — Unexpectedly the theory fint 
hroached by Dr. Mauran, of Providence, R. I., respecting the influence of 
tobacco upon the vocal organs, which took place in the course of ao 
I evening conversation, has since been extensively and thoroughly inves- 

tigated by gentlemen in various parts of the Union. Several dissertations 
I have been published already, and more have been received, which demand 

' proper attention. It is not a custom, in this Journal, to allow any one 

! topic to occupy so much time or space, as to become a fatiguing discussion 

I — in this instance, however, it has been considered important to have the 

point satisfactorily settled, and to do so, it was necessary to collect the 
facts from a variety of sources. The whole subject, from the very begin- 
ning, was entirely a new one. Ljt the question of the utility or inutility 
of tobacco go which way it will in the end, it should "^t be forgotten that 
we are all under obligations to Dr. Mauran for his fearlessness and inge- 
nuity, by which much important information has already been concentrated 
that was unwritten before. 

To Dr. Woodward, of the Insane Hospital, and others, who contend that 
tobacco does a positive injury to the vocal apparatus, we feel no less 
indebted than to those who maintain the contrary opinion. As there is 
safety in a multitude of counsellors, so there is a fund of knowledge to be 
gathered from a multitude of experienced physicians. 



Rhode Island Medical Society. Mr. Editor, — The following are some 
of the proceedings of the Rhode Island Medical Society at its late annaal 
meeting, held at Newport, on the 26th ult. Johnson Gardner, Sec, 

Pawtucket, R, J., June 6, 1839. 

George Fabyan, Augustus N. Fisher, Levi H. Holden, and Henry W. 
Rivers, of Providence ; Benjamin H. West, North Providence ; and Lewis 
M. Wheeler, East Greenwich, were elected Fellows. Several distin- 
guished gentlemen were also elected Honorary Members. 

A very excellent and ingenious discourse was delivered by Dr. David 
King, of Newport, on Inductive Philosophy, as applied to the investigation 
of the science of medicine. 

Drs. Theophilus C. Dunn, of Newport, and Usher Parsons, of Provi- 
dence, were appointed delegates to the National Convention, to be held in 
Washington in January next. 

To David King, M.D., of Newport, was awarded a premium of $50 
for the best dissertation on erysipelas. 

Dr. Wm. Richardson, of Johnston, was appointed first, and Dr. George 
Capron, of Providence, second orator, for the ensuing anniversary. 



Medical Miscellany, — A correspondent declares that yellow fever has 
not raged at Havana for 13 or 14 years. — Dr. Oliver W. Holmes will 
deliver a poem before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, the ensuing com- 
mencement, at Dartmouth College. — Another medicinal spring has been 
discovered at Saratoga, which yields a more copious supply of water than 
any one heretofore discovered in that region. — Dr. William Rockwell, 
Health Officer at the Quarantine Ground, New York, last week entered a 
complaint against the master of the ship Christoval Colan, from Havana, 
for a violation of the quarantine regulations. The captain was held to 
bail in the sum of SdOOO, and his mate was committed to prison, not being 
able to obtain bail. The maximum of punishment for any violation of the 
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PoTt-health Laws, is 82000 fine and imprisonment for one year. — Through 
the instrumentality, principally, of Dr. Andrew Combe, of Edinburgh, sago 
bread, as a substitute for flour bread, which it is represented to eoual in all 
respects, is now extensively made in Edinburgh and London.— Dr. C. A. 
Lee, of New York, is preparing a new Medical Flora of the United States. 
— Dr. Bushe's Treatise on Malformations, Injuries and Diseases of the 
Rectum, published by Mr. Adiard, begins to be better appreciated ; it is 
unsurpassed for accuracy in the illustration of morbid appearances. — Dr. 
William G. Smith, late of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York, has twice successfully performed lithotrity ; first on a man 30 years 
of age, and in the second case on a patient aged 60, near Morristown, N. 
J., with the brise-pierre of Heurteloup.^ In the second instance, he broke 
a stone one inch and ^ quarter in diameter, at once. — The French steam 
vessel Meteor^ at New York, has yellow fever on board — many of the crew 
ill. The fever is also, it is- said, on board the British sloop-of- war Buzzard, 
at the quarantine. — Dr. A. Vache has been appointed resident physician 
to the Bellevue Hospital, New York, vice Dr. William Wilson removed ; 
Dr. Tonelier, physician to the Halls of Justice, mce Dr. Gil man re- 
moved ; and Dr. A. W.^Walters, City Inspector, vice Dr. H. G. Dunnel 
removed. 



Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending July 13, 21. Males, 9— females, 12. 

Of consumption, 8— old age, 3— scarlet fever, i^— child-bed, 1— disease of the womb, l~lnilam- 
mation of the bowels, 2~luDg fever, 1 — abscess on the lungs, 1 — ^paralysis, 1— fits, 1 — ^Infentile, 1~- 
sUllbom, 2. 

ALB ANY^M EDIC AL COLLEGE. 
This Institution received its charter from the Legislature of the State during the past winter, and 
commenced operations with a class of sixty-five students ; thirteen of whom received the degree of 
Doctor in Medicine at the close of the session. The college edifice and its accommodations ; the mu- 
seum, theatre, dissecting rooms and laboratory, are all on a scale of magnitude and excellence equal, 
it is believed, to those of any similar institution in the country. 

Choice and extensive collections of anatomical specimens and morbid preparations, with cabinets of 
materia medica, botany, mineralogy, geology, and zoology, together with casts, plates, drawings, 
models, instrumenta and apparatus (br illustrating (he diflbrent departments of study, h^ve all been 
provided and arranged In the museum of the college, which will be open (br the inspection of students 
daring the lecture term. 

The ensuing session will commence on Tuesday, October 1st, 1899, and continue sixteen weeks. The 
(kculty consists of the following gentlemen. 

Aldbn March, M.D., President of the Faculty, and Professor of Surgery. 

Ebenbzeb Emmomr, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Natural History. 

David M. Rbese, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

James H. Armsby, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 

David M. McLachlan, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

GuNNiNO S. Bedford, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics. 

Thomas Hun, M.D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine. 

Amos Dean, Esq., Profbssor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
The fee fbr all the courses is $70. Matriculation fee, $5. Graduation fee, $20. Price of boarding, 
ft-om $2 50 to $3 50 per week. For further particulars inquire of either of the gentlemen of the 
Faculty. JAMES H. ARMSBY, Registrar. 
Albany y July^ 1839. Jy 17— tO 

FOR SALE, 

At this office, one complete set of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, belonging to the esUte 
of a physician lately deceased. The volumes fi*om I. to VII. are neatly bound in half-yearly Parts, 
the others are In sheets. Price $1 25 a volume, or $2 50 a year, fbr the whole, bound and unbound. 

Also. vols. VI., VII., VIII., and XIV., XV., XVI. of the New-England Journal of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, bound. 

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF THE WESTERN DIS- 
TRICT OF THE STATE OF N. Y. (FAIRFIELD, HERKIMER CO.) 
Ths Lectures commence on the first Monday in October, and continue sixteen weeks. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by Jambb McNacohtoii, M.D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by Jambs Hadlbv, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, by - - - T. Rombvh Bbce, M.D. 

Practice of Physic and Obstetrics, by Johw Dblamatkb, M.D. 

flui«ery,by Fbawk H. Hamilton, M.D. 

Pees for the whole course, $56. JAMES HADLEY, RegUtrar. 

Jy 17— 4t 
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BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 

The Annual coune of Lectures in this Institution will commence the 8th of Angiut, 1899, and eon- 
tinue thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by - • • H. H. Chilim, M.D. 

Chemistry, Botany, and Natural Philosophy, by - - - - G. Dbwby, M.D. 

Pathological Anatomy and Materia Medica, by Elisha Babtlbtt, M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by-- ..--•- - Bobbbt Watts, M.D. 
Surgery, by Willabd Pabkbb, M.D. 

Fee for the course of lectures, $50 ; fbe fbr those who hare already attended two (tall courses at an 
incorporated medical school, $10 ', graduation fee, $18 { board, including room-rent and lodging, «■ at 
other country institutions. Library fee. according to the number of books taken out. 

Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and others, who have received the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine, are admitted gratuitously to the lectures. 

Degrees are conferred at the commencement and close of the Lectiure Term. The pre-requisttes fbr 
admission to an examination for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine are — three ftiU years* study under a 
regular practitioner of medicine — attendance on two ftill courts of medical lectures, in medical insti- 
tutions regularly establitilied, one of which courses must have been attended at this institution— « d^ 
fbnsible thesis on some subject connected with medical science— >an adequate knowledge of the Latin 
language, and a good moral character. 

The examinations will be held in presence of the Trustees, Faculty, and Overseers of the Instito- 
tion, and of a Delegation fh>m the Medical Society. The thesis must be publicly read and deAmded. 
Gentlemen who intend to present themselves as candidates for a degree, are particularly requested to 
procure fhll and fbrmal certificates of time and age. 

Jy 8~ By order of the FaeuUy, ROBERT WATTS, Jn., M.D., JDmdi. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical InstmctioB. 
Their pupils will have regular access to the medical and surgical practice of the Haasachoaetts General 
Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which constantly 
presents a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be afforded for acquiring a 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be flimished with oppor- 
tunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the pupils, particn- 
larly to those in the last year of their professional studies, fhciliiies will be affbrded fbr acquiring a 
personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by examinations or 
lectures will be given in the difllbrent branches of medical studies, during the interval between tha 
public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire anid lights, will be flimished to the 
students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. 8HATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. 31~«ptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Jn. 

, WINSLOW LEWI8» Jn. 

ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 

FOR THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL DISTORTIONS, CLUB FEET, ETC. 

▲t 65 Belknap Street, Boston. Patients ttom a distance can be accommodated with board In the Im- 
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Sizgeon. 

We the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown*s plan of an infirmary fbr the treatment of Splaa- 
Aflbctions. Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by our advioe wkeal 
ever called upon. 
John C. Warren, Geoi^e Hay ward, Edw. Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John JefMea. 
John Homans, M. S. Perry. W. Channing, George C. Shattuck, Jacob Bigelow, Enoch Hale. W, 
Strong, George Parkman, D. Humphreys Storer, Geoi^e W. Otis, Jr.. Winslow Lewis, Jr., J. H* 
Lane, Edw. Warren, George B. Doane, Jotm Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint. 
Boston, August 1, 1838. t£ 

MEDICAL LECTURES IN BOSTON. 

Thb Medical Lectures in Harvard University will begin in the Medical College, Mason street, Beaton, 
the first Wednesday in November next, at 9 o*clock, A. M., and continue sixteen weeks. 

Anatomy, and Operations of Surgery, by ..... John C. Wabbbh, M.D. 

Chemistry, by John W. Wbbstbb, M.D. 

Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, by ..... Waltbr Channino, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Clinical Medicine, by Jacob Bioblow, M.D. 

Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, ]i)y - - - - Gbobgb Hatwabd, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by John Wabb, M.D. 

At a meeting of the Faculty, it waa 

Votedy ** That no two courses of Lectures shall be admitted to qualify "students fbr gratnitona adoii^ 
slon to Lectures in this School which have not been attended in separate years, or at least six months 
(torn each other. WALTER CHANNING, Dean of the Faculty of Mediclaa. ' 

Boston, July 10, 1889. Jy 17— tN 

* 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is poblished every WadneMlay, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington Su, comer of Franklin St., to whom all communicatlona mnat be 
addressed, post paid. It Is also published in Monthly Parts, with a prUited cover. There are two 
Tolumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $8,00 a year in advance, taJSO after threa 
months, or 94,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5.00 a year, in 
advance. Orders fk>om a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or aatiafactoiy rwr- 
enoa. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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BRIEF RULES FOR EXPLORATION OF THE CHEST, IN DISEASES OP 
THE LUNGS AND HEART. 

BT JACOB BIGELOW, M.D., PHYSICIAN AND LECTURBR ON CLINICAL MBDICINB AT THE 
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

[Continued flrom page 360.] 

Auscultation. — Auscultation is the art of estimating by the ear the 
nature of the different sounds produced by natural processes within the 
body, more particularly within the chest ; and of explaining these sounds 
by reference to their causes. These sounds may be heard most perfectly 
by the immediate application of the ear to the surface of the body, and 
this method is called immediate auscultation. It may also* be heard by 
interposing between the ear and the patient's body, a solid substance 
capable of conducting sound, and this is called mediate auscultation. 
When a person breathes or speaks, the walls of the chest are made to 
vibrate in a manner which corresponds to the vibration of the parts 
immediately within them. This vibration is variously modified by 
disease, so that to the cultivated ear, the vibration of the walls of the 
chest expresses the pathological condition of the internal organs. 

For most purposes immediate auscultation is preferable to mediate, 
since it is practised with greater ease and despatch, and in most cases 
gives more satisfactory results. But Laennec, the discoverer of auscul- 
tation, introduced an instrument, called a stethoscope, which is a hoUow 
cylinder made of some light wood, having a broad surface for the ear 
at one end, and a trumpet-shaped cavity at the other. The trumpet- 
shaped extremity collects the vibrations of sound from a considerable 
space, and these are conveyed through the instrument to the ear. The 
original stethoscope of Laennec was a large and clumsy instrument, and 
is now superseded by others of more portable form and dimensions. 
Although the discoverer of auscultaUon seems to have considered his 
instrument as indispensable, and styled his great work a treatise on 
'< Mediate Auscultation,'' yet the best auscultators of the present day 
make comparatively little use of instrumental assbtance. 

The chief cases in which the stethoscope is wanted in practice are, 1. 
To examine depressed surfaces of the chest, into which the ear cannot be 
inserted. 2. To explore very small spots or diseased portions of very 
limited extent. 3. To determine the exact boundaries of a pathologicd 
aifiection. If this is attempted by immediate auscultation, the observer 
is liable to be deceived in consequence of the conducting power of the 
24 
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bones of the head. 4. When circumstances unconnected with science 
are opposed to immediate auscultation, such as the modesty of females 
and the squalid t^ondition of the lower orders. 

The patient to be ausculted should be placed in an even and easy 
position^ so that one side may not be more prominent than the other, 
and the muscles may be equally relaxed. The erect position is to be 
preferred, when the patient's strength admits it. The less covering is 
left on the chest the better, and especially all substances which may 
produce a fallacious sound, as silk and woollen, should be removed. 
These precautions being attended to, the ear should be applied to 
different parts of the chest in succession ; or if the stethoscope is used, 
it should be placed even, so that every part of its ori6ce may be in 
contact with the surface of the body. The attention should then be 
directed to the natural respiration, and to the respiration when forced 
by more rapid efforts of the patient. Afterwards the voice is to be 
attended to, and finally the sound of the cough. In all these a careful 
comparison is to be made between the sound emitted from corresponding 
parts of the two sides. 

In immediate auscultation the ear is most easily directed to parts 
which correspond on opposite sides, by placing a finger underneath it as 
guide, and removing and replacing this by inspection. It is also useful 
in immediate auscultation to vary the position of the ear, by sometimes 
turning off the head so as to liberate the meatus, and still receiving the 
sound through the bones of the cranium. This may correct our first 
impressions. In this way a double souiid of the heart can often be 
heard, when only one is heard by immediate application of the ear. 

Two sounds are produced in natural respiration, and may be heard in 
every healthy person. The first of these, called vesicuJaf respiration, 
is a soft breezy expansive murmur, which is audible when the ear is 
applied to most parts of the chest, but particularly the lower parts. It 
is confined chiefly to the act of inspiration, and the expiratory sound is 
scarcely heard in health, except in the upper and posterior parts, and in 
these places it is weaker than the sound of inspiration. The second, 
called bronchial respiration, is a more harsh and blowing sound, and 
may be heard in its greatest intensity by placing a stethoscope on the 
trachea, from which circumstance the highest degree of bronchial, is 
called tracheal respiration. It is heard in a less degree opposite the root 
of the lungs, between the scapulae and the spine. It occurs both in 
inspiration and expiration. 

Vesicular respiration is apparently produced by the entrance of air 
into the pulmonary vesicles. Bronchial respiration seems to be caused 
in part by the passage of air through the bronchi and their branches, 
but is chiefly conducted, like broncophony (hereafter described), bom 
the fauces and larynx. In health there is somewhat more bronchial 
sound on the upper part of the right side than of the left, owing to the 
right bronchi being largest. The sounds in different individuals are 
found to vary greatly in intensity, owing to natural differences in the 
structure of the integuments, and the contents of the chest. But when 
in the same individual there is a difference in opposite and corresponding 
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parts of the chest, and the difl^rence is DOt to be accounted for hj the 
mechanism of the chest, which has been already explained, we infer 
the existence of disease. We suspect disease when the vesicular sound 
of any part is comparatively diminished or increased ; also when it is 
replaced by bronchial respiration m a part to which the latter does not 
naturally belong. 

When the respiratory sound is particularly feeble, or absent in any of 
the anterior parts of the chest, we suspect the existence of emphysema, 
or dilatation of the pulmonary vesicles, especially if there is a degree of 
roughness in whatever sound is heard ; and the diagnosis is confirmed if 
there is resonant percussion. If feeble or absent respiration occurs at 
the posterior or inferior parts of the chest, we suspect pleurisy, and 
proceed to test the correctness of our diagnosis, by examining for the 
other signs of that disease. If feebleness be confined to the apex of 
the lungs, there may be tubercles ; and if it varies, by recurring at 
periods of short duration, it is owing to the mucous obstructions attendant 
on bronchitis. 

When the respiratory sound of any part of the lung is pretematurally 
loud, but otherwise healthy in its character, it constitutes puerile respi- 
ration, so called by Laennec, from its resemblance to the loud respiration 
of children. When this sound is universal, it merely indicates activity 
or functional excitement. But when it is confined to any one part of 
the chest, we at once suspect that some other part is diseased, for when 
one part of the lungs is disabled by disease from performing its proper 
function, the remaining parts take on a supplementary action, attended 
with greater labor and more sound. 

When bronchial or harsh respiration is heard in parts where it ought 
to be vesicular, and especially if the expiration is bronchial, we infer 
that there is disease in the part thus affected. This is very commonly 
an induration of a part of the lung, by which the vesicles are filled up or 
consolidated, so that the vesicular sound is destroyed, while the consoli- 
dated portion conducts the sound from the bronchi directly to the ear. 
This happens in pneumonia, in which a part of the lung is hepatized ; 
an affection which may occur in any part of the chest, but chiefly in 
the back ; or it may take place in phthisis when a part of the lungs, 
usually near the summit, is indurated by tuberculous infiltration. Bron- 
chial respiration is often heard in pleurisy, apparently when the effusion 
of fluid is such as to compress the air vesicles without compressing or 
obliterating the bronchi. It is also beard when a bronchus is preter- 
naturally dilated. 

Rude or rough respiration is a mixture of bronchial and vesicular 
sounds. It is heard in incipient phthisis, and in the lesser degrees of 
pneumonia and pleurisy. 

When bronchial respiration b intense, so as to resemble the sound of 
air blown into the ear, it has been called tubal. The circumstance 
which is best suited to produce this sound is a dense hepatization, 
extending from the pleura to the trunk of a large bronchus. 

Cavernous respiration is a modification of the bronchial. Its sound is so 
modulated as to convey to the ear the impression of ur being alternately 
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drawn into and expelled from a cavity. It is commonly of small extent, 
and indicates an excavation of moderate size in the lungs. It is most 
clearly pronounced in tuberculous cavities, the walls of which are 
indurated. It may also exist, though more rarely, in abscess, in cavities 
from gangrene of the lungs, and in very large bronchial dilatations. 

Amphoric respiration is well marked, and easy of recognition. It 
closely resembles the sound produced by inflating a recent bladder to a 
great degree of tension. It also is compared to the sound produced by 
blowing into a glass bottle or tumbler held near the mouth. It indicates 
the existence of large cavities, with firm or tense walls, around which the 
air reverberates in breathing. It accordingly exists in large tuberculous 
excavations of the lung, and less perfectly in the cavities which follow 

Sngrene. In pneumo-thorax it is often highly distinct, especially if a 
ie fistulous opening exists between the cavities of the pleura and 
Inronchi, permitting the entrance and egress of air. 

The sounds hitherto described are a sort of modification of the natural 
respiratory noise. There remain to be considered certain adventitious 
sounds, which are not present in healthy respiradon, but occur in 
different diseases. These are commonly designated by the French 
term rales, which is the name originally given them by Laennec. The 
Latin name rhonchus, or rhonchi in the plural, is used to express the same 
thing. The English term ratik is sometimes used, but is liable to 
obvious objections. 

The sonorous r&le is a continuous sound, of a louder character than 
the rest, and has been compared to the pipe of an organ, the bass string 
of a viol, the creaking of a wagon wheel, or the cooing of a pigeon. 
It is heard both in inspiration and expiration. It commonly attends 
bronchitis or pulmonary catarrh, and is supposed to be caused by a 
thickening of the mucous membrane in some of the larger bronchi. 

The sihilani rale is continuous like the former, but is more acute ia 
its tone, resembling a low whistling sound. It is supposed to be pro* 
duced in the smaller bronchial ramifications. It occurs in catarrhal 
affections, in which it is fugitive and often changes its place ; also in 
emphysema, and in typhoid fever after the first week. 

The two foregoing have been called dary rales, to distinguish them 
from those which follow, and which have been styled moist or h tmid 
rftles. But there seems to be no good foundation for this distinction, 
since the facility with which the sonorous and sibilant rales change their 
places, appears to indicate the presence of fluid in the bronchial passages. 

The crepitous rale, sometimes called the fine crepitous, has been 
compared to the crackling of salt thrown upon the fire, or the rubbing 
of one's own hair between the fingers close to the ear. It acourafely 
resembles the sound of champaigne or soda water, held in the mouth in a 
state of effervescence, or of the electric fluid drawn from a shu'p point. 
It is sometimes heard after cough, when otherwise inaudible. It is most 
distinctly heard in common cases at the end of the inspiration, k 
belongs exclusively to pneumonia, and is pathogdotdonio of the first stage 
of inflammadon, or that of pulmonary engournnent* It said to be some- 
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times beard in healthy pefsons> on a single forcible inspiration, after 
which it disappears. 

The sulhcrepitaus or coarse crepiious rale, resembles the former, but 
differs in the size of its bubbles, which are larger and more unequal, 
forming altogether a coarser sound. It is heard in catarrh, in which 
case it is usually audible on both sides at once. It exists in oedema of 
the lungs, and in pneumonia, when that disease is passing into resolution. 
If it is heard only on one side, and is confined to the top of the chest, 
we may suspect tubercles. 

The crackling rale, craquement of the French, is a coarser sound 
than the last, and resembles a short valvular flapping. It is heard best 
inmiediately after cough, during the first inspiration, and afibrds the first 
sure indication of the softening of tubercles. It is usually met with at 
the top of the chest. 

The nmcotis rSJe is a rattling sound, more loose and coarse than any 
of the preceding, and giving the impression of a fluid traversed by air in 
the bronchial passages. It is heard m all diseases of the lusgs which 
are attended with a copious secretion of mucus or pus, such as catarrh, 
the advanced stages of pneumonia, and phthisis. A lesser degree of 
this sound is called muco-erepitous. 

Ourgling rale, gargouillement of the French, is a bubbling sound, 
caused by the passage of air through a quantity of fluid contained in a 
cavity. It may exist in cavities produced by pneumonia, gangrene, or 
a dilated bronchus ; also in the trachea and its large branches. But by 
fiur the most common source of this rale, is a cavity formed in the lungs 
in phthisis. It often alternates with cavernous and amphoric breathing, 
and apparently takes place whenever the level of the fluid rises above 
the bronchial orifice which supplies the cavity with air. It may often 
be produced by coughing, when it is not audible in any other way. 

The sign called metallic tinkling resembles the snapping of a short 
musical wire, or it is like the sound of a glass or silver vessel when 
struck by a pin. It requires for its production a cavity having tense or 
indurated walls, and containing both air and liquid. It indicates the 
existence either of pneumo-thorax, or of a large tuberculous cavity. 
The immediate cause of metallic tinkling is the forcible or sudden dis- 
turbance of the liquid in a cavity like those mentioned. The explosion of 
bubbles of air from beneath the surface of the liquid, appears to be the 
most common cause of such a dbturbance ; but it may take place when 
a part of the liquid is thrown upward in the act of coughing, and falls 
back upon the remainder. A minor, or sutMnetallic tinkling, having no 
musical resonance, may be produced by slight impulses given to the 
air in the cavity, such as the breaking of bubbles of mucus at orifices 
above the surface of the liquid. 

The sound offrictioUylyruit de frottement, has been compared to the 
nibbing together of two pieces of leather. It conveys the idea of 
diflicalt firiction, in which two opposing surfaces in close contact alter- 
nately move and catch upon each other. It is sometimes not only 
audible, but palpaUe to the hand. It exists in dry pleurisy, in which the 
opposite sur&ces oi the pleura are covered with a false membrane,YV 
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coatiDg of coagulable lymph, without the interposition of serum sufficient 
to prevent contact. It is most apt to occur after eflSised serum has 
been absorbed. It may take place in interlobular emphysema. 

(To be contiaaed.) 



LETTERS FROM THE WEST.— NO. 11. 

HEALTH OF LEXINGTON. COLLEGE QF PHYSICIANS. ^LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — Contrary to my expectations, I am still in Lexington. The 
place is such a delightful summer residence that I feel reluctant to leave 
it. It is generally healthy at this season of the year, and the southerner 
is always glad to leave fab sultry home, and repair hither to inhale the 
invigorating air. 

I forgot, in my first letter, to mention two institutions which should by 
no means be neglected. The first is the " College of Physicians and 
Surgeons," which was organized a few years since, and is composed of 
the profession in the medical school and the principal physicians of the 
city. It is an incorporated body, and has the privilege of grantmg 
diplomas. At every monthly meeting one of the members, appointed 
for the purpose, makes a report upon the prevailing diseases of the 
past month, and discussions follow the report. These reports are 
published in the Transylvania Journal of Medicine, and contain, without 
doubt, much valuable information. The plan is certainly an excellent 
one, and if the medical societies throughout the United States were to 
adopt a similar course, would it not tend vastly to the improvement of 
the profession ? Would it not have the twofold effect of disseminating 
information, and elevatbg our character in a social point of view ? We 
require something to connect us more firmly together. How you 
conduct yourselves in New England without more disturbance, is, to 
the physician of the West, a great matter of surprise. Quarrelling is 
the most prominent feature in the intercourse of physicians of every 
important place in ^he West. I shall take occasion, in some future 
letter, to enlarge upon the social character of western physicians, and 
perhaps make some suggestions for its improvement. 

The next institution which I propose noticing, is the Lunatic Asylum* 
This b decidedly the best institution of the kind west of the mountains. 
The building is large, composed of a central three-story edifice, with 
wings extending back at right angles. It stands on an elevated piece of 
ground, several acres in extent, and commands, a handsome view of the 
city and adjacent country, which everywhere, as far as the eye can 
reach, at this season, presents a very beautiful and inviting prospect. 
The green fields and meadows, shady forest trees, and fiower gardens of 
the vicinity, seem of themselves sufficient to make the heart of the 
poor maniac beat with joyous emotion, and restore his mind to its 
wonted office. Immediately in the rear of the building is a large 
enclosure, where the patients are allowed to take exercise, and some 
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few of the inmates are permitted to walk out in front, in the extensive 
yard. The lower rooms of the middle building are large, for the 
accommodation of the steward, matron and physician. The rooms 
of the upper stories and those of the wings are small, though sufficiently 
commodious, and are heated without fire places or stoves, in such a 
way as to render the patients cx)mfortable in cold weather, and at the 
same time to prevent the infliction of the least bodily injury. The 
patients are treated with all possible mildness, and it is highly gratifying 
to the feelings of philanthropy to witness the order and neatness which 
prevail throughout the establishment. 

In a late visit to this asylum. Dr. Drake took the following notice of 
it. *^The noblest institution in this city is the hospital for insane 
persons, established by the State of Kentucky, and admirably managed 
by a number of intelligent and respectable citizens of Lexington. On 
a visit to it I have been gratified to meet, among its managers, not a few 
of the same gentlemen whom' I used to meet ten years before, when 
acting as one of its medical attendants. This continuance in office is 
as it should be. No charitable institution can flourish under a perpetual 
change of managers. Even the same kind-hearted steward and matron 
were there still; and the attending physician, Dr. Theobold, whose 
urbanity and experience are what the situation requires, has been for 
several years devoted to the duties of his office. The accommodations, 
afforded in this establishment, are extensive and well arranged ; the 
warming and ventilation are effected by proper means ; cleanliness, quiet 
and order are obvious in every part ; and 1 feel it quite a duty to recom- 
mend the establishment to the friends and physicians of the insane in 
every western State which has not yet erected a similar edifice, and 
brought its internal administration to an adequate degree of perfection." 

I expect to leave this place to-morrow for Cincinnati, whence I will 
write you, perhaps, about the first of July. Yours, &c. 

Lexington, JSy., June 20, 1839. W. J. B. 



QUACKERY. 

[Commnslcated for the Bocton Medical and Bai^calJoiinial.] 

There never was a period in which such swarms of quacks and impos- 
tors overspread the land, as at the present time. We should deem it a 
thing all but incredible, that men should be so perverse as to die, when 
so many infallible remedies, to insure their health and to prolong their 
lives, are held out to them. We can scarcely take up a public print, 
without meeting with scores of advertisements of " infallible cures," 
" enviable distinctions," " genuine pills," " specific mixtures," and a 
thousand other similar announcements. 

If we had nothing higher than pecuniary interest in view, we should 
never open our mouths against this horde of scavengers, in the form of 
quacks, that pollute everything with which they come in contact. For 
instead of injuring our profession — instead of taking away our practice 
and thereby rendering our calling less profitable — ^they produce precisely 
a contrary efifect. For in nine cases out of len, when a man puts 
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bii^oself under their care— ^when he begins to be dosed, to be steamed, 
to be ipeppered, and to be gorged with whatever other things ignorance 
and unblushing pretension can invent — if he escape with his life he will 
be sure to require the aid of the physician to restore him to that state 
of health in which he was before he surrendered himself into the hands 
of bis tormentors. No, we trust we are actuated by higher and purer 
motives than the mere love of gain, when we lift up our voice against 
this set of impostors, and warn the public of the disgraceful practices of 
which they are guilty in order to snatch the means of a precarious 
subsistence from those who are so unhappy as to fall victims to their 
savage rapacity. 

I once used to wonder, that in our enlightened age-^^n age in which 
knen require skill and knowledge in every other profession and trade— 
they should be tvHling to trust their lives and their health in the hands 
of those without education, honesty, or even common sense. But 
when 1 recollect that men could once believe in the reality of witchcraft, 
and punish with death those whom they supposed guilty of practising 
it—^when I recollect that nearly all men have at different times been 
somewhat tinctured with the belief in ghosts and goblins — and that in 
our own times, and among our most enlightened and educated raen> 
may be found those who believe in the jugglery of "animal magnetism," 
I am not surprised that men, when laboring under any real or supposed 
bodily disease, and influenced by the imagination, as men are at such 
times, should be led to trust to the arrogant pretensions of quacks and 
impostcHTs. We cannot, then, depend upon the discriminating powers of 
the public to free itsdf from the horde of leeches which are now 
^sucking its vitd blood. 

It is incumbent on the medical profession, in this, as in every other 
ba9e, to exert itself in the cause of humanity, and do their best to 
diminish this great evil. And how shall we do this 7 Shall we enter 
into a contention with those contemptible plunderers of the public 
health, who are filling our periodical prmts with advertisements of their 
vile compounds and poisonous mixtures ? or, shall we look upon them 
as beneath our contempt ? To enter into a contention with them is out 
of the question. We should, therefore, point them out to the public 
in the same manner as we would point out to the unwary traveller the 
alligator that lies in wait to destroy him. 

And in order that we may keep ourselves aloof from these impostors, 
and point out with a good grace their wholesale and unholy impositions, 
we ourselves must be irreproachable. We ourselves must be the 
"first to begin the reform ; we must elevate, purify, and expurgate our 
own profession, and make it that high and noble calling which it 
should be — a calling worthy of being followed by men of the greatest 
talents, men on whom the tongue of slander capnot have the least 
impression, and whom the rancor and venom of quacks will only serve 
to show in a more enviable light. When we can do this — when we can 
make the medical profession, in every respect, what it should be — 
quackery will of itself die away, as the mushroom, which has grown up 
ia the night, withers beneath the glowing radiance of the noon-day sun. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Hooping Cough. 881 

And how are we to elevate our professioD ? We raust begin ab initio 
— must l)egin with those who are just entering its ranks. The standard 
of education must be raised among medical men, and a longer time than 
is now required must be expended in fitting medical students for the 
discharge of the all-important duties of their profession. If there is 
any profession that requires a cultivated mind, a judgment strengthened 
and matured hj study, and a dbposition rendered mild and benevolent 
by the culture of the literas humanioreSy it is emphatically the medical 
profession. The profession of medicine should rank equal to, if not 
above, the other learned professions, instead of being the lowest on the 
list, as it now is ; and the only way of making it such as it deserves to 
be, is by filling its ranks with such men as are able to support its dignity* 
It should be filled with men who are above all grovelling and sordid 
interests, and who, with undefiled hands, are able to minister at the altar 
of the goddess to whose service they are devoted. When this shall 
take place — when the medical profession shall be filled with men who 
are themselves free from every imputation of quackery, and who are 
able to look upon every approach to empiricism and frown it down with 
that sovereign contempt which it deserves — that host of quacks which 
DOW abound throughout the land, will fall into the obscurity which their 
character so richly merits. 

It has too often been the case, that we ourselves have been the cause 
of advancing the progress of quackery. We too often have been divided 
on points of minor importance ; we too often have entered into fierce 
contentions concerning things of little value ; and whilst ^^ the house has 
been divided against itself,^' and the attention of the guardians of health 
been called oflf in another direction, the empiric has had the opportunity 
given him of foisting his wholesale impositions, and committing his 
depredations, on the public. But we hope and trust that the day has at 
length arrived when contentions and animosities among members of the 
profession are to be done away ; and when quacks and quackery, and 
all the unholy practices of the empirics which now over-run the land, 
shall be numbered among the " things that were." N. H. Allen. 

Gray, May 28th, 1839. 



HOOPING COUGH. 

Mr. Linacre stated, at a recent meeting of the Medical Society of 
London, that he had employed vaccination as a means of relief in two 
cases of hooping cough. The disease had continued for fourteen days 
before be inserted the vaccine lymph. As the vesicle proceeded to 
maturity the severity of the paroxysms of pertussis became remarkably 
mitigated, though in their firequency they were imdimbished. The 
children were well in a month from the performance of the vaccination. 
Mr. Clifton saw nothing extraordinary in hooping cough runnuag its 
entire course in six weeks. He bad generally, indeed, found this to be 
the average duration of the disease, which was three weeks in reaching 
its acme oi mlenoe, and the same time in dedining. When the little 
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patients were kept in a regulated temperature, and the general health 
was attended to, he had never known pertussis of more than six weeks' 
duration. When subjected to the above treatment, which could only, 
however, be carried perfectly into effect in the better classes of society, 
hooping cough was but a mild disease ; indeed, he had not, during 
twenty-five years, lost a single patient in whom these regulations had 
been put in force. Regarding vaccination, and other supposed specifics, 
in this disease, he considered that they owed their reputation rather to 
the natural decline of the afiection than to any virtue of their own. He 
should, however, be fearful of trusting to vaccination as a preventive of 
smallpox, when it was performed during a disease like hooping cough, 
which, he considered, would materially affect its influence. He should, 
therefore, in cases where vaccination was employed in the treatment of 
hooping cough, repeat the process after the pertussis was quite cured. 
Everybody knew that hooping cough in the summer was never a severe 
disease, and by a regulation of temperature it was quite as harmless in 
the winter. 

Mr. Leese had treated many cases of hooping cough by vaccination. 
He inserted the lymph at about the fourteenth day of the disease, the 
latter stages of which were by this means much mitigated. He did not 
consider that vaccination, by running its course during the presence of 
hooping cough, would lose any of its prophylactic power over smallpox, 
provided the symptomatic fever was sufficiently severe, and the vesicle 
run its proper course. 

Dr. Bennett admitted the great advantage of a regulated temperature 
as a means of treating hooping cough ; but he was surprised that Mr. 
Clifton had never seen a case in which the disease had gone beyond the 
sixth week when thus treated. He had seen many cases in which, after 
the sixth week, the cough became of a chronic character, and change 
of air was the best possible remedy. An equable temperature, though 
so valuable an auxiliary in the treatment of pertussis, could not be 
carried into effect among the poorer classes of patients. What, then, 
in the absence of this regulation, was the best treatment to pursue ? 
Hooping cough, when fatal, was generally so in the latter stage, finom 
the brain becoming affected. There were two classes of cases in which 
this occurred ; in one general bronchitis supervened upon the hooping 
cough ; the paroxysms accordingly became more severe, and the cerebral 
symptoms were accounted for. In other cases there was not sufficient 
bronchitis to explain the head affection. He had seen several such 
cases in young children under twelve months of age, and the chief 
indication in whom was to guard against the cerebral mischief, by 
leeching behind the ears, the more vigorous application of counter- 
irritants down the spine, and occasionally a blister. Some cases, 
however actively treated, would nevertheless end fatally. He had 
often thought, though he had never been bold enough to put the plan 
into practice, that .we should be justified, in spite of the cerebrd 
symptoms, in the employment of antispasmodics and even of opiates 
to relieve the paroxysms of the disease ; as the relief thus afiorded 
would tend greatly to diminish the danger attending the head afl^tion. 
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Dr. Theophilus Thompson admitted the value of an equable tempe* 
rature in the treatment of hooping cough. He thought m many cases 
where the disease seemed protracted, that the cough was the mere 
result of habit, and that a little tonic or antispasmodic medicine would 
be as bene6cial as change of air. When patients were kept in a 
regulated temperature pertussis was seldom fatal. It mighty however, 
be complicated "With inflammation of the bronchi or the substance of the 
lungs ; the success of the treatment would then depend mainly upon 
prompt and vigorous antiphlogistic measures. The complication of 
emphysema with hooping cough was not, however, unfrequent; and 
when the emphysema existed to a great extent the case was hopeless. 
In cases of this kind the practitioner found the respiration much 
oppressed, and on putting his ear to the chest would detect a crepitating 
rhonchus something similar to that which was present in pneumonia, and 
liable, on a cursory examination, to be mistaken for it. A more careful 
attention to it would, however, detect the rhonchus to be of a dryer kind 
than that indicative of pneumonia, and percussion instead of being dull, 
would, in fact, be clearer than usual ; the pulse would also be indicative 
of debility. In such cases slight stimulants and tonics were the best 
remedies. If the case were slight a cure would probably be affected ; 
if, however, it were severe, then the pressure of the enlarged air-cells 
upon the other parts of the lungs would induce suffocation, or fatal 
cerebral disease. It was of great importance to watch very carefully 
such children as were disposed to emphysema; they were generally 
healthy in appearance to the general observer, but the medical man 
would know that appearance to be a fallacious one. These patients 
were generally of a phlegmatic temperament. Regarding an equable 
temperature in hooping cough, though valuable, it was not of itself a 
sufficient means of treatment ; .we should, in addition, employ every 
remedy in our power to get rid of the cough. To effect this, he thought 
antispasmodics had more influence than was generally supposed, and 
that prussic acid, when pure and good, was one of the best antispas- 
modics ; it had also the advantage over other remedies of this class, in 
being admissible in the earlier stages of the disease, and during the 
prevalence of bronchitis or pneumonia. In the latter stages of the 
disease, when the secretion was free, and the inflammation subdued, 
anodynes, counter-irritants, and the artificial tousk, were valuable reme- 
dies. He had lately employed a new remedy in this disease, after the 
second or third week of its existence, and though at present his expe- 
rience had been limited, he had, in all cases in which be had employed 
It, found it had a most marked effect in checking the paroxysms. This 
remedy was alum, in doses of two or three grains to a cnild of three 
years of age, two or three times in the course of the day. He had 
never increased the dose beyond five grains to children of eight years of 
age. He generally combined the alum with the extract of hemlock, 
but this was not essential to the production of its effects. 

Mr. Dendy allowed that regulation of temperature was of great 
ifnportance to patients with hooping cough ; but even, with the greatest 
attention to this important point, he had lost children from the^currence 
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xit cerebral disease. In eighteen out of twenty j&tal cases of pertussis, 
he belieFed that the death resulted fix>m congestion of the brain. What 
was the essence of hooping cough ? He believed that it mainly consisted 
in the very peculiar glairy secretion which was present in the disease, 
and that by getting rid of this secretion, or by altering its character, 
the paroxysm was cut short, and the child relieved ; this secretion was 
often so viscid at the upper part of the respiratory tube as to produce 
sufibcation. To its beneficial effects upon this secretion, one of the 
moat popul^ of all remedies in hooping cough, owed its fame — ^the 
carbonate of soda, with a little cochineal to color it. Alkalies were of 
great effect in altering the character of the secretion in question. 

Mr. Headland believed that most of the mortality fi^m hooping cough 
was to be attributed to doing too much rather than too little. To wann 
ajf 9 mild purgation, and, in the latter stages, carbonate of potash and 
(Counter-irritants, no addition, generally speaking, could be usefully made. 

London Lancet, 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON. JULY 24, J839. 



DISEASES OF THE UTERUS * 

A MORB useful publication, we apprehend, has not been presented to the 
profession of this country, for years, than the one under consideration, 
just from the press of Mr. Tieknor, Washington street It is a fieur 
volume, in a plain, neat type, having four hundred pages, closely and 
profitahly occupied with that kind of practical knowledge which will be 
acceptable to all orders of practitioners. It contains a series of clinical 
lectures delivered at the Hospital La Fiti^, by M. Lisfranc, translated by 
our townsman, Dr. Lodge, who deserves the warmest commendation for 
the fidelity and accuracy with which he has executed the undertaking. 

The work is divided into four parts. Under the various subdivisions 
may be found an orderly arrangement of the many topics which were 
the subject of the lectures. In the first chapter minute anatomical observa- 
tions are presented on the structure of the organs in the pelvic cavity, &c. 
Chapter II. explains the mode of examination employed to ascertain the 
condition of the organs. Part II. is devoted to the consideration of the 
diseases of the uterus generally. Part III. embraces the author's views 
of menstruation, uterine hemorrhage, or menorrhagia, leucorrhcea and 
hysteria. Fart IV. expressly treats of the subjects of sub-inflammation 
unattended by engorgement or any appreciable change in the structure of 
the uterus ; engorgement, erythemata and eruptions, ulcers and vegetations 
on the neck of it. Finally, amputations of the neck of the uterus, extir- 
pation of the entire organ, foreign bodies attached to the uterus or 
developed in its vicinity, together with remarks upon the displacement of 
the uterus, and the yalue of pessaries, bring the book to a close. 

* DiaeaMs of tbe Uterna :->« aoclea of Clinical Lectiirea, dellTered at Uie HoapUtd La flti^i *»/ V- 
Llifrane, and edited by H. Faids, M.D. Translated (torn tbe Ftench by G. Heoiy I<odge, BLD. Boa- 
^»: WVita<»n.Tiek»9r,18a». 9ro^p.«)L ^ -o , 
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There is no particalar place where extracts could he made, by way of 
illustrating the value of these lectures. A title of the chapters, it is 
presumed, will enable those who have felt the obvious want of some guide 
of this sort, to appreciate the critical researches of the celebrated surgeon 
of LaPiti^. 

Dr. Lodge deplores the difficulties with which medical advisers are 
obliged to contend in relation to diseases of the uterus and its appendages ; 
indications of treatment are based, in a good degree, upon symptoms, and 
not fron> pathology. Hence the want of success in prescribing remedies. 
He says, " It is impossible to say how soon the profession may enjoy 
greater facilities for studying this highly important class of diseases, so 
intimately connected with the comfort and happiness of the individual, the 
sanctity of the marriage vow, and the reproduction of the species." We 
fully agree with him, that it is impossible to say how soon. We cannot be 
mistaken, however, in predicting that the whole character of the sex, and 
the entire system of education, must be radially changed, and that 
females, however important it may be to their incuvidual health or happi- 
ness to throw away all innate feelings of instinctive or cultivated delicacy, 
will compel their medical counsellors to guess at some of their maladies, 
as they have for twenty centuries past, before they unreservedly submit to 
those explorations so pathetically noted as a desideratum in the onward 
march of modern pathology. Particular circumstances alter cases — a 
false modesty is no modesty at all. Nothing but an absolute necessity 
could possibly justify a practitioner in urging his patients to examinations 
painful to the moral sense. 

Such are the intrinsic merits of Dr. Lodge's translation, that it commends 
Itself to the attention of the medical public. It is precisely such a pro- 
duction as our Medical Society would gratify the members in distributing 
on the day of its anniversary. 



Worcester Medical Convention, — On the 10th of July, the committee 
chosen at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society, by 
the Counsellors, to consider and report on certain propositions submitted 
to the Council, assembled at Worcester. Nothing essential has come to 
hand in regard to the meeting, further than that it is said a most excellent 
spirit was manifested by the members, and that they agreed upon a report 
which will come before the Council at the session in October. By some 
untoward circumstance, one or two of the delegates were prevented from 
being present. 

Medical College of Philadelphia, — In the American Medical Library it 
is announced that a bill has passed the Legislature, within a few weeks, 
for the erection of another medical school in Philadelphia. The project 
has been agitated a considerable time, very much against the wishes, so it 
has been understood hereabouts, of those on whose good judgment and 
candor the public have generally been willing to rely. That a charter 
has been obtained through much tribulation, seems quite probable, from 
the circumstance that all such achievements are usually opposed by some 
one. The theory has been, that it was utterly impossible to sustain 
another school of medicine in a city in which there were two already, 
^ow the sentiments advanced by the editor of the Medical Library, who 
must of course' be considered an interested person, occupying, as he doesi 
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a chair in the Jefferson School, show very clearly that he entertains 
enlarged views and generous feelings, which will redound to his honor in 
after days. He remarks, " We are not aware of its provisions (the hill), 
hut we trust they are of such a character as to tend still further to increase 
the proper facilities afforded by Philadelphia for the attainment of medical 
instruction." The fact is, with only a tolerable degree of prudence in the 
management of these three institutions, accompanied with a <;ommendable 
degree of courtesy towards the multitude of students who will ultimately 
wend their way there, Philadelphia must and will, at a future day, swallow 
up some of the smaller institutions, and educate a great proportion of the 
physicians and surgeons in the United States. 



Phrenological Journal. — At no time since the commencement of the 
American Phrenological Journal, have the editors shown more activity 
and industry in the field to which their labors are confined, than at the 
present moment. No. ?0, for July, exhibits the same care and good 
judgment which have characterized the entire series from the beginning. 
Even the opponents of the science must admire the patient researches of 
these philosophers. An article on temperaments^ at page 361, is beautiful, 
and convinces the understanding that it is true, ^ch papers arrest the 
attention, and do more towards inducing foes to investigate for themselves, 
than whole volumes written after the fashion of Mr. Warne's dissertation 
on fatalism, necessity, and human responsibility. 



Insane Poor of Pennsylvania. — From the American Medical Library, 
Vol. III., No. 7, we learn that the Legislature of Pennsylvania has passed 
a bill for the establishment of an institution for the reception of the insane 
poor, which must be gratifying to every friend of humanity. Every 
Slate in the Union, at no very remote period, it is most fervently hoped, 
will make provision for this unfortunate class of beings, which will reflect 
honor on our common country. 



Dr, Trowbridge. — This distinguished surgeon, who has resided for 
about thirty years in the northern part of the State of New York, exten- 
sively engaged in operative surgery, has lately removed, in the zenith of 
usefulness, to Painsville, Ohio. This removal probably has reference to 
a connection with Willoughby University, in which he is professor of 
surgery. 

Medical Miscellany. — The City Council of Boston have appropriated 
eight thousand dollars for the erection of a hospital for the House of 
Correction. — Notice having been received that the Common Council had 
again non-concurred with the Board of Aldermen in the choice of Resident 
Physician of the public institutions at South Boston, it was resolved, that 
in consequence of the existing difference of opinion between the two 
boards in relation to such elections, it is expedient to receive further 
applications for said office ; it was therefore ordered that the City Council 
will receive applications for said office until the first day of August next. 
Monday, August 6th, was assigned for the choice on the part of the Board 
of Aldermen. On the first of June, the period limited for receiving the 
names of applicants for^ the office, it is understood that there were seven- 
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teen ; bat Drs. A. B. Snow and J. B. S. Jackson, of Boston, have been 
the prominent candidates, the first having been several times elected by 
the Common Council, and the latter by the Board of Aldermen. — Dr. S. 
M. £. Goheen, who has been some time in Liberia, has returned to this 
country. — A woman, of Greenville, Penn., died a short time since, after a 
few hours' sickness, in consequence of drinking a tea made of meadow 
saffiron, supposing it to be spikenard. Three of her five children, at the 
last accounts, were near dying from the same cause. — The Coroner of the 
Western Division, Middlesex, London, says there are held annually, 1500 
inquests — 900 of which are caused by intoxicating drinks. — The annual 
circular from the Medical School of Dartmouth College has been received. 
Drs. Crosby and Hubbard, members of the faculty, have opened a school 
for private instruction — the tuition being only forty dollars a year, and yet 
the facilities are uncommonly good. — A physician in England, who attends 
a charitable institution for alow salary, is accused of administering to one 
of the members, pills which were found, after a little magnesia was 
washed from the surface, to be common peas. Some of them, it is said, 
were planted in the earth, and are now actually growing. The patient, 
therefore, is likely to raise his own ** vegetable medicines " hereafter. — 
Two instances have lately been noticed, in England, in which the editor 
of a newspaper, spurning the bribes which were held forth, has kept his 
columns free from the quack advertisements which almost universally 
degrade the newspaper press, both in Britain and America. This is a 
small number, truly ; but can as many be found in this country ? 

To Correspondents. — We have received Dr. Bacon's answer to Dr. Allen, 
but we hope that, on reflection, the writer will agree with us that it is inexpedient 
to continue so personal a controversy further. Some remarks in this day's Jour- 
nal, written by Dr. A. before the commencement of the present discussion, are 
worthy of consideration by both, as well as by all other members of the 
profession. 

Died, — By drowning, at Port Deposit, Maryland, Dr. A. C. H. Tate. 

Whole number of deadu In Boeton for the week ending July 20, 35. Malee. 20— females, 16. 

Of consumption, 6— scarlet (bver, 11— child-bed, 1— sudden, 1— Jaundice, 1— dropsy, 2— infhntile, 2— 
fits, 1— liver complaint, 1— cancer, 1— teething, 1— casualty, 1— fever, 1— dropsy in the head, 1— burst- 
ing bloodvessel, 1— suicide, 1— lung Ibver, 1— stillborn, 4. 



FOR SALE, 

▲t this office, one complete set of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jonmal, belonging to the estate 
of a pbysician lately deceased. The volumes from I. to VII. are neatly bound in half-yearly Parts, 
the others are in sheets. Price $1 25 a volume, or $2 50 a year, for the whole, bound and unbound. 

Also. vols. VI., VII., VIIL, and XIV., XV., XVI. of the New-England Journal of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, bound. 

The new edition of DungUson^s Medical Dictionary may be obtained as above. 

TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

Tn snbecrlbers, at their private medical school in Tremont street, offbr the following Ihcilitles to 
professional students. 

L A dallv attendance at the wards of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

8. Attendance at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

3. Opportunities of seeing interesting cases and surgical operations in private practice, in the dis- 
pensaries and elsewhere. 

4. Occasional opportunities for obstetric practice. 

5. Lectures on sorgery, and practical demonstrations in anatomy from recent subjects. 

6. Regular examinations, as flur as desired, in all the branches, in the interval between the lectures 
of Harvard University. 

7. A private dissecting room, in which during the last year an abiudant supply of anatomical sub- 
Jects has been gratuitously ihmidied. 

Eighteen gentlemen have entered this school «inee its commencement in September last. 

JACOB BIOELOW, 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, 

Boston, M&^ 15, 1880. 8am6m D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 

OLIVER W. HOLMES. 
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MEDICAL LECTURES IN BOSTON. 

The Medical Lectnres in Harvard University will begin in the Medical College, Mason atreet, Boctoo, 
the first Wednesday in November next, at 9 o'clock, A. M., and continue sixteen v^eeks. 

Anatomy, and Operations of Sorgery, by ...... John C. Wakkbit, M.D. 

Chemistry, by Johh W. Wkbstbk, M.D. 

Midwifery and Medical Jurisprndence, by - - • - . Walter Chankimo, H.D. 

Materia Medlca and CUnical Medicine, by - • - • • Jacob Bioblow, M.D. 

Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, by - - - • Geobqe Hatwabd, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by------- Johh Wabe, M.D. 

At a meeting of the Faculty, It was 

Voted. "That no two courses of Lectnres shall be admitted to qualify 'students for gratuitous admit* 
■ion to Lectures in this School which have not been attended in separate years, or at least six moaths 
fh>m each other. WALTER CHANNINO, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. 

Botton, July 10, 1839. Jy 17— tN 

MEDICAL LECTURES: DARTMOUTH COLLEGE. 

The annua] course of I^ecturea in the New Hampshire Medical Institution will commence at Hanovsr 
on Thursday, the 8th of August, 1839, and be continued 14 weeks, by the following members of 
the faculty. 
John Dblamateb, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica, Obatetrics, and Dlaeaaes of Women sad 

Children. 
Stephen W. Willi ahb, M.D., Lecturer on Medical Botany and Medical Jurisprudence. 
Dixi Crosby, M.D., Professor of Surg^y and Surffical Anatomy. 

Elisha Babtlbtt, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Physic and Pathological Anirtomj. 
Oliveb p. UOBBA.BD, M.D., PTofessor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., Profhssor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
F. A. EDDtr, A.M., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
Fees for the course, $50,00. Matriculation, $3<00. Graduating expenses, $18,00. 

OLIVEB P. HUBBARD, Secretwry, 
flJBueoer, N. g., June, 1839. June 26-— ^ _______^ _ 

VACCINE VIRUS. 
Phtsicians in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pure TAOCin 
Virus, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, endosiiif 
one dollar, pott paidf without which no letter will be taken from the post office. June 19 

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF THE WESTERN DIS- 
TRICT OF THE STATE OF N. Y. (FAIRFIELD, HERKIMER C0.> 

The Lectures commence on the first Monday in October, and continue sixteen weeks. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by ...... James McNavohton, M.D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by----*-- James Haoley, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, by - - - T. Romeyn Beck, M.D. 
Practice of Physic and Obstetrics, by - • • • • John Delajiatbb, M.D. 

Surgery, by -.-..--... Frank H. Hamilton, MJ>. 
Fees for the whole course, $56. JAMES HADLEY, RegUtrar. 

' Jy 17— 4t 

ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE. ^ 

This Institution received Ita charter from the Legislature of the State dnrlnf the past winter, aod 
commenced operations with a class of sixty-flve students *, thirteen of whom received the degi«e of 
Doctor in Medicine at the close of the session. The college ediflce and its accommodations ; the ran- 
seum, theatre, dissecting rooms and laboratory, are all on « scale of magnitude and excellence equal, 
It is believed, to those of any similar institution in the country. 

Choice and extensive collections of anatomical specimens and morbid preparations, with cabinets of 
materia medica, botany, mineralogy, geology, and ecology, together with casts, plates, drawings, 
models, instruments and apparatus for iUostrating the diflto-ent departments of study, hfve all baeu 

Srovided and arranged in the museum of the college, which will be open for the inspection of stodanls 
uring the lecture term. 

The ensuing session will commence on Tuesday, October lat, 1839, nnd continue sUtoen weeks. The 
faculty consists of the following gentlemen. 

Alden March, M.D., President of the Faculty, and Profossor of Surgery. 
Ebenezeb Emmons, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Natural History. 
David M. Reese, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
James H. Armsby, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 

David M. McLachlan, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
GuNNiNO S. Bedford, M.D., Professor i^ Obstetrics. 
Thomas Hun, M.D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine. 
Amos Dean, Esg., Profossor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
The fee for all the courses is $70. Matriculation fee, $5. Graduation foe, $S0. Price of boardtagi 
from $2 50 to $3 50 per week. For further partlcutani Inauiro of either of the gentlemen of the 
Faculty. JAMES H. ARMSBY, ResiMrar. 

Albany, July, 1889. Jy 17— tO __ 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, tij 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications must oe 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3^50 after three 
months, or $4.00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $dJ)0 a year^in 
'dvance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or antlaftctory rov- 

'*«. Postage the same as for a newspaper. ^ 
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BRIEF RULES FOR EXPLORATION OF THE CHEST, IN DISEASES OF 
THE LUNGS AND HEART. 

BT JACOB BIGKLOW, M.D., PHTSICIAIV AND LBOTURKR Off CLIMC4L MBDICIHB AT TUB 
MASSACHUSETTS GENKRAL HOSPITAL. 

[Concluded flpom page 878.J 

VoicB.~*The voice b produced in the larynx^ and the vibrtlioiif 
belonging to it are conducted through the trachea and its branches to 
ail parts of the lungs. If we apply the ear to the chest of a person 
who is speaking, we perceive a confused, inarticulate noise. It is 
clearest and most resounding at the upper parts of the chest, which are 
near the larynx, and in which the bronchi are largest, especially at the 
inner edge of the scapula. It is feeblest in the lower parts, where there 
M a great deal of intervening, spongy, veacular texture. The degree of 
resonance varies in different subjects. If Other things are equcJ, it is 
greater in thin persons than in those who are fleshy, and in persons 
wbo have a strong deep voice, than it is in those whose voice is high 
or feeble. 

Aphoniay or loss of voice, may take place from catarrhal afi^tions, 
debility, paralysis, ossification of the cartilages of the larynx, or ulcera- 
tion of the vocal chords in phthisis. 

The first deviation of the voice from its natural state, perceived in 
auscultation, is in its dindnished resonance. When this takes place 
in a particular part, independently of affections of the integuments, it 
most frequently indicates emphysema. It may also occur in pleurisy, 
when the efiusionjnto the cavity of the chest is sufficient to compress 
the whole lung. 

Bureased resonance of voice takes place when the pulmonary texture 
is slightly increased in density. It occurs in incipient phthisis, and at 
the beginning and decline of pneumonia and in dilatation of bronchi. 
This and the foregoing variety of resonance, can be estimated only by 
comparing the ))art of the lung in which they occur, with a corresponding 
portion which is in a healthy state. 

Bronchophony is a peculiarly loud, clear, thrilling sound, which 
impresses the listener as if the voice was close to his ear, or as if the 
patient spoke through his ribs. In difierent degrees it accompanies 
bronchial and tubal respiration, and depends upon the same causes, viz., 
induration of the pulmonary substance by tubercles, hepatization, bron- 
chial dilatation, be. Bronchophony, in some cases, is attended by a 
thrill which is not <mly audible, but palpable to the hand. 
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Pectoriloquy is an exalted degree of broncophony, resembrmg the 
sound which is lieard by placing a stethoscope on the trachea while a 
person speaks, it is produced by a cavity in the lungs, of moderate 
size, having indurated walls, and being empty, or nearly so, of fltiid« It 
is liable to disappear and return as the cavity becomes 61led with fluid, 
or is emptied by coughing. The value of pectoriloquy in diagnosis has 
probably been exaggerated, and we seldom rely upon it without the 
concomitant signs of excavation. 

Amphoric resonance of voice is a hollow, reverberating, semi-metallic 
sound, as if a person spoke in a brazen vessel. It accompanies ampho- 
ric respiration in pneumo-thorax, and in tuberculous excavations of 
large size. 

jEgophony is a sound which has been compared to the bleating of a 
goat, from whence its name is taken. A good idea of it may be obtained 
from the nasal voice of a person who closes his nostrils in speaking. It 
exists at a somewhat early stage of pleuritic effusion, then disappears, 
and returns again after the fluid is partly absorbed. For its production it 
requires that a certain amount of fluid should be interposed between the 
lung and the ear, but not so much as to compress the lung wholly. It 
is usually heard near the lower angle of the scapula, ^gophony 
occasionally runs into bronchophony, and an intermediate sound is some- 
times produced in pleur'isy, viz., broncho-segophony. This sound b apt 
to exist in pneumonia, attended with a slight degree of pleurisy. Ac- 
cording to M. Reynaud, sgophony may occur in aneurism, when the 
trachea and bronchia are compressed. 

SuccussioN. — A very ancient, though rough, mode of exploring the 
chest, consists in shaking the patient with a view to elicit the sound of 
free fluid, if such exists in the cavities. This mode is applicable only 
to cases in which air and liquid co-exist, as in pneumo-thorax and large 
pulmonary excavations. In patients thus affected, if the body be agi- 
tated, the dashing of the fluid can be heard not only by auscultation, 
but frequently by the ear at some distance from the body. This mode 
should not be practised to the annoyance of weak patients, but we have 
repeatedly met with patients who, by their own efforts, could produce 
the sound of succussion at pleasure. .• 

Cough. — A short dry cough is attendant on various irritations of the 
fauces, elongated uvula, some febrile affections, and occasionally in 
persons in whom no obvious cause can be detected. It attends on the 
incipient stages of phthisis. 

A hoarse cough is loud, dry, hearty and forcible, without any peculiar 
harshness or stridulous sound. It exists in the early stages of pulmonary 
catarrh, and seems^ like a hoarse voice, to depend on intumescence of 
the vocal chords. 

An aphonic cough, t^e tone of which is whispering and feeble, seems 
to depend on the same causes which produce aphonia in the vocal 
functions. It takes place in excessive catarrhal affections of the glottis, 
in great debility, and in ulcerations of the larynx. 

A stridulous cough, having a barking or brazen sound, occurs in croup^ 
laryngismus, and in some children at the commencement of catarrh or 
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measles. In confirmed croup, under the production of ftlse membrane^ 
it is apt to acquire a wheezing or whistling character. 

A hose coughy as its name expresses, is characterized by the sound 
of a loose fluid in the air passages. This fluid may be mucus, purulent 
mucus, or pus. It occurs in the advanced stages of catarrh, in phthisis, 
m the third stage of pneumonia, and in old age. In catarrh it is fre- 
quently a ground of favorable prognosis. A cough may in some cases 
have a broken and somewhat loose sound, without evidence of much fluid. 

A spasmodic cough consists usually of many short expirations, 
followed by a single prolonged and often sonorous inspiration. It 
occurs in hooping cough and sometimes in dentition and other affec- 
tions of children. The cough of asthma has generally more or less of 
a spasmodic character. 

The amphoric cough has a hollow, reverberating sound, and constitutes 
a striking symptom of the advanced stages of phthisis, with large 
cavities. 

Expectoration. — In a state of health the natural saliva and mucus 
9ie transparent and colorless, and they generally remain so in the 
incipient stages of pulmonary diseases. 

When the sputa consist of mucus which is thick, whitish and opaque, 
during common pulmonary catarrh, they indicate a subsidence of the 
inflammation. They are sometimes yellowish or greenish when the 
disease is prolonged. 

When the sputa are of a red color, viscid, heaped in small masses, 
and adherent to the vessel into which they are discharged, the disease 
b pneumonia. They may also be sometimes brown or yellowish in 
this disease. 

When liquid blood of a fresh, florid and frothy appearance is thrown 
off by an expiratory eflbrt, in any considerable quantity, the case is one 
of haemoptysis. It shows in most cases the existence of tubercles in 
the lungs, but may take place under the influence of other causes, such 
as catamenial irregularities, aneurism of aorta, and external accidents. 
Pulmonary hemorrhage, when slight, probably proceeds from exha- 
lation from the mucous membrane; when more serious, irom the 
vesicular texture ; and b rare cases, from the rupture or divisbn of a 
bloodvessel. 

When pus is expectorated the disease may be bronchitis, pneumonia, 
or phthisis. The characteristic sputum, often seen in advanced phthisis, 
has received the French name pehtonni^ which has been rendered in 
English by the word nummulated. It appears m roundish masses, with 
sbred-like edges, floating in a clear, transparent liquid. The taste is 
often sweetish, and the smell nauseous. But it is in some cases 
extremely diflScult to distinguish the pus of phthisis from that of chronic 
catarrh. 

When chalky or calcareous concretions are coughed up, they mostly 
indicate tubercles or phthbb, usually in a more chronic form. Tuber^ 
culous matter is sometimes coughed up in the same disease. 

Whei^the sputa are extremely fetid, and accompanied with a putrid 
odor of the breath, the disease is gangrene of the lungg. 
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The expectoration of young children cannot be examined, from the cir- 
cumstance that the substances raised are immediately swallowed by theqi. 

The act of expectoration fails to take place when there is a want of 
suflkient sensibility in the mucous membrane or the diseased part, to 
excite coughing. This happens in the lethargic and the moribund, 
giving rise to the well-known rattling sound in the throat so often heard 
in these cases. For the same reason expectoration is suspended during 
sleep, and takes place in increased quantity on waking. Some patients 
vduotarily avoid expectoration as long as possible, on account of pain 
or fatigue attending the exertion of coughing. 

Or THE Heart and Arteries. — ^The heart is situated in the left chest, 
occupying the prascordial region already described. The apex of the 
heart points forward, downward, and to the left, about the level of the 
fifth intercostal space. It is enclosed in the pericardium, and covered 
by the edges of the lungs, with the exception of a small part of a 
rbomboidal shape, and generally not two inches square. The portion 
which in most individuals b thus uncovered, gives a dull sound on 
percussion, and beyond this part the dubess diminbhes, till it is lost in 
the surrounding pulmonary tissue. 

The phenomena which are noticed when the ear is applied to the 
region of the heart in health, are the impulse and the sounds. The 
impulse conveys the impression that the ear is pushed or struck by the 
heart, and the sounds which are heard are two in number. The first 
sound coincides, in point of time, with the impulse, and occupies half 
the period of a whole pulsation. The second sound is short and abrupt, 
occupying a quarter or less of the pulsation, while a pause which follows, 
fills up the remainder of the period. The causes of these sounds of the 
heart have been the subject of much recent dispute and experimental 
inquiry. The latest results render it probable that the first sound is 
occasioned by the muscular contraction of the ventricles, beginning 
with the closing of the auriculo-ventricular valves, while the second 
sound is produced solely by the flapping of the semilunar valves. In 
exploring the region of the heart for signs of disease, we attend chiefly 
to the impulse, the sounds, the rhythm, or order and proportion of tlm 
sounds, the extent of dull percussion, the extent of audible respiration, 
and the prominence of the prscordial region. 

When the impulse of the heart is strong and lifting, we infer that there 
is hypertrophy of the organ, or some of its parts. If perceived over a 
large space, it is probably attended with dilatation. This diagnosis is 
confirmed if there is oedema of the lower extremities, dyspnoea, bloating 
and lividit^ of the face, with violet-colored lips, and pulsation of the 
jugular vems. 

When in acute disease the impulse is feeble, irregular, or wanting in 
an erect posture, we should suspect pericarditis, and look out for its 
other signs. 

When there is palpitation, or firequent and abrupt pulsation of the 
heart, there may be structural or functional disease, or mere nervous 
irritability of the system. • 

When the first sound of the heart is prolonged by a blowing or 
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bellows sound, there may be structural or functional disease, or inanition 
from loss of blood, he. 

When the second sound is prolonged or rough, we suspect disease 
of the valves from vegetations, thickening, rigidity or contraction. 
When either sound resembles the noise of a file, rasp or saw, or the 
cry of a bird, there is probability of still greater valvular disease. In 
these cases it b generally found that the valves, by their increased 
thickness, obstruct the passage of blood through the orifices which they 
command, or else, by their imperfect closure, they permit a portion of 
the blood to regurgitate. By applying the ear in succession to dififerent 
quarters of the prascordial region, an opinion may be formed as to the 
particular valves which are diseased. Nevertheless, our present know- 
ledge of the import of valvular sounds is by no means complete, and 
the certainty of their indications is doubted by some able pathologists. 

When the sound of percussion is dull or flat over a greater extent 
than natural of the precordial region, there is reason to suspect hyper* 
trophy or pericarditis, with serous effusion. A similar inference is to be 
made when respiration is either absent or extremely feeble over the 
whole extent of this region, and at the same time is distinct in other 
places. 

When the heart is perceived in the right chest, pulsating as strongly 
as in the left, or more so, there is either a preternaturally solidified 
portion of lung, or tumor, by which the pulsation is transmitted ; or 
else the heart is dislocated by effusion or tumor in the cavity of the left 
pleura. In some very rare cases there has been a natural transposition 
of this and other organs. 

When prominence of the praecordial region exists in connection with 
other signs of diseased heart, there may be pericarditis or hypertrophy. 
If the prominence be higher than this, we suspect aneurism of the aorU. 

When there is a friction sound, like the creaking of new leather, 
which is synchronous with the pulsations of the heart, there is pericar* 
ditis, with eflSision of lymph coating the surfaces in contact. 

When there is dull percussion, with tumor, about the upper and 
anterior parts of the chest, attended with loud pulsation, either single or 
double, especially if there is a purring tremor above the clavicles, we 
may presume there is aneurism of the thoracic aorta. 

The abdominal aorta can be felt in thin persons pulsating along the 
spine. If the pulsations be excessive and difiHised over a preternaturally 
large space, there is either aneurism of this part of the aorta, or some 
tumor transmitting its pulsations. Strong pulsations, if not thus difl[iifled, 
may indicate merely functional disturbance. 

When a pulsating tumor is felt in the course of any artery, accom- 
panied with a thrill which is perceptible to the band or ear, and the 
tumor subsides on compressing the artery above it, and returns when 
the pressure is removed, the case is aneurism. 

When there is pulsation of the jugular veins, we are to apprehend an 
imperfect closure of the right auriculo-ventricular valves, in consequence 
of which, when the ventricle contracts, a part of the blood regurgitates 
to the aurioles and veins. 
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In certain patients, if a stethoscope be lightly pressed upon the side 
of the neck, a continuous sound, without pulsation, is heard. It is some- 
times buzzing and musical, at others it resembles the blowing of wind 
against the corner of a house. This sound is called by the French 
hruit de diabley and is now considered as having its seat in the jugular 
veins. It is chiefly found in chlorotic and anemic subjects, and is 
supposed merely to indicate thinness of the blood. Several varieties in 
this sound have been pointed out, which seem of not much practical 
consequence. 

The average frequency of the pulse in healthy persons is from 70 to 
75 in a minute. In tall and stout persons it is slower, and in females 
and irritable subjects, quicker. In infants during the first month, it 
averages 120, in the second year 90 to 100, and afterwards gradually 
diminishes. When the pulse is habitually slower than these rates, it 
commonly arises from idiosyncrasy. But if the slowness is of recent 
occurrence, and is great in degree, there may be pressure on the brain, 
or functional disturbance, as from narcotics. On the other hand, the 
pube in health may be pretematurally frequent, from mere constitutional 
irritability, or from various exciting causes. But in most grave diseases 
a pulse which at all hours exceeds 120, indicates serious morbid aflfec- 
tioQ, and a pulse of 140, if long continued and feeble, is indicative of 
danger. 

When the stroke of a pulse is hard, strong, and simultaneous with 
that of the heart, it indicates a state which will bear depletion with 
benefit, or at least with safety. But from this rule we must except the 
reaction of pulse which sometimes follows excessive bloodletting or 
hemorrhage. On the other hand, when the pulse is feeble and easily 
compressed, and when it follows the stroke of the heart by a perceptible 
interval, it indicates an atonic state, in which depletion, for the most part, 
is contra-indicated. The radial pulse may become imperceptible in 
syncope, in great prostration, and in the moribund. 

The radial pulse, says Dr. Williams, in general represents truly the 
number of the heart's contractions ; it can never exceed them. But 
when the heart acts very feebly its pulsations may not reach the wrist ; 
and when they are irregular in force, some may be propagated to it and 
others not, in which case the pulse will be intermittent. In some cases 
ihe heart, as well as the pulse, omits to contract. This irregularity may 
be fiinctional, or it may be consequent on organic disease of the heart. 

Syncope, or tainting, results from a failure of the heart in force, or 
frequency, or both. It may be occasioned by a great variety of causes, 
such as mental emotions, loss of blood, especially during an erect 
{)osture, vk>lent mechanical injuries, sedative poisons, he. Some per- 
!8ons faint readily, on slight occasions, from idiosyncrasy. The pulse at 
ihe wrist is weak, and often imperceptible during syncope. The sounds 
of the heart are also feeble in most cases, very short, and without a 
«ecoBd sound, and generally irregular. 

Hemorrhage takes place spontaneously in acute diseases, especially in 
fever, and likewise in different morbid changes of structure. It occurs 
most commonly from mucous membranes by exhalation, and less ire- 
queotly by ulceration or rupture. 
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LETTERS FROM THE WEST.— NO. III. 

CINCINNATI. — MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO. 

f 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — I arrived here about ten days since, and have been so 
delighted with everything which I have seen that I had almost forgotten 
my promise to write. Cincinnati contains about one hundred regular 
practitioners of medicine, which, in a populaiion of 50,000, will give 
one physician to every five hundred. The institutions connected with 
the medical profession are two medical schools, two hospitals, and two 
medical societies. The most ancient of these is tlie Medical College 
of Ohio. This school has undergone more revolutions than any other 
in the United States. An application was made for its charter to the 
General Assembly of Ohio in 1819, by Dr. Drake, and in a year after 
the school went into operation with two professors. In the fall of 1820 
a class of 24 was made up, and the following gentlemen delivered 
lectures — Dr. Drake, Dr. Bohrer, Dr. Jesse Smith, and Mr. Slack. 
The next year the distinguished Dr. Godman was chosen a professor, 
but resigned after lecturing one season. The second regular session had 
not closed before an internal war commenced with the faculty, and by 
the spring of 1822 it waxed furious, and at one of the meetings of the 
faculty (which had become reduced to Drs. Drake and Smith, and Mr. 
Slack) the following very laughable scene occurred. It will be well to 
mention here, that Dr. Drake, as president of the college, was dean 
of the faculty. The extract here given is taken from an old pamphlet 
published by Dr. D. in 1822, entitled " A Narrative of the Rise and 
Fall of the Medical College of Ohio." 

" At 8 o'clock we met, according to a previous adjournment, and 
transacted some financial business. A profound silence ensued. Our 
dim taper shed a blue light over the lurid faces of the plotters, and 
everything seemed ominous of an approaching revolution. On trying 
occasions Dr. Smith is said to be subject to a disease not imlike St. 
Vitus's dance; and on this he did not wholly escape. Wan and 
trembling, he raised himself (with the exception of his eyes), and in 
lugubrious accents said, ' Mr. President, in the resolution 1 am about to 
offer, I am influenced by no private feelint:;s, but solely by a reference 
to the public good.' He then read as follows, ' Voted — ^That Daniel 
Drake, M.D., be dismissed from the Medical College of Ohio.' The por- 
tentous stillness recurred, and was not interrupted until I reminded the 
gentlemen of their designs. Mr. Slack, who is blessed with stronger 
nerves than bis master, then rose, and adjusting himself to a firmer 
balance, put on a proper sanctimony, and bewailingly ejaculated, ' I 
second the motion.' The crisis had now manifestly come ; and learning, 
by inquiry, that they were ready to meet it, I put the question, which 
was carried, in the classical language of Dr. Smith, ' nemo contradicente.* 
1 could not do more than tender them a vote of thanks, nor less than 
withdraw, and performing both, the doctor politely lit me down stairs." 

In a short time lectures were suspended, and everything appeared 
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symptomatic of dissolution. But the institution was revived, and to this 
day they have scarcely ceased making changes in their professorships, 
or enlisting in some bitter controversy. A most furious warfare has 
been carried on with the new medical school ever since its existence, 
and there is no telling when their quarrels will be at an end. 

In 1831, Dr. Drake applied to the Trustees of Miami University for 
a medical department to be established in Cincinnati. The trustees, 
accordingly, met and organized one, and appointed a faculty upon the 
recommendation of Dr. D. Considerable trouble had been taken to 
secure the services of Dr. Eberle and Dr. Staughion, in this new school ; 
but it never went into operation. An opposition arose, which crushed 
it before it had time to raise its head ; and the two professors just spoken 
of, joined the Medical College of Ohio. 

It is difficult for a stranger, at this crisis, to say whether or not this 
school is destined to flourish. It is the opinion of many here, that one 
or the other must go down, and I find there is great opposition to both 
institutions from the citizens. Each has its friends, each its foes. The 
professors in the old school do not, as a body, enjoy so extensive a 
reputation as those of the new school ; but I believe they are gentlemen 
who give general satisfaction to the trustees and students. Dr. Mussey, 
the professor of surgery, is very well known throughout the Union ; 
but 1 believe there is no other member of the faculty whose reputation 
extends out of the west. 

I find the profession of the city very intelligent and sociable, and 
notwithstanding there is considerable private animosity on account of the 
schools, I have enjoyed myself very much in their social gatherings. In 
my next letter I shall give you an account of the new school. 

Cincinnati, July 7, 1839. Yours, truly, W. J. B. 



MEDICAL TOPOGRAPHY AND STATISTICS. 

[At our solicitation, a few weeks since, T. P. Fitch, M.D., an accurate 
and scientific medical observer, residing at New Bost6n, N. H., kindly 
sent the following paper, which was originally intended for another 
publication ; but it has been ascertained that its insertion there must be 
deferred on account of the voluminous accumulation of statistical matter. 
Without the writer's knowledge, the editor has taken the liberty of giving 
it a place in the Journal, presuming that it cannot be otherw'ise than 
acceptable to the reader. It is a specimen of the kind of articles on 
medical topography and statistics which we have repeatedly invited pro- 
fessional gentlemen in the country to furnish, and which we do not yet 
despair of receiving.] 

New Boston contains about 6 square miles, consisting almost wholly of 
swells, which in many parts rise into elevated hills. It is situated about 
10 miles west of the Merrimack, on branches of the Piscataquay (streams 
of sufficient size to turn saw and grist mills) which discharge into that 
river. The soil, though rough and hard, is fertile. Population, at last 
census, 1680 (since somewhat increased, probably), who are industrious, 
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almost exclusively engaged in agriculture, aud are now comparatively 
temperate. 

During the seven years of my residence in town there has been no 
extensively Tatal epidemic. Scarlet fever has often visited us, and in 
1834 there were many cases, mostly, however, in a mild form. In 
more than 50 cases under my observation during that year, there 
occurred but 2 deaths, and one of these was from pneumonitis, com- 
mencing at the time of apparent convalescence from scarlatina. Measles 
have been prevalent to some extent three times during the period above 
named, with a moderate number of fatal results from the usual sequelis 
of that disease. In 1833 a few cases of severe typhus occurred in a 
particular neighborhood, with, however, but one death; and last fall a 
similar disease made its appearance in one of our small villages, to 
which, with two or three exceptions, it was entirely conGned. In this 
fever, though severe, and in some cases protracted from 4 to 6 weeks^ 
of SO cases occurring in town, 3 only were fetal. The same disease 
prevailed with considerable mortality in the neighboring towns. 

Of the number of deaths in this town, my own correct record extends 
back bat 5 years ; from other sources I have obtained a list for the 8 
years preceding. During the 5 years ending with the close of last 
December, the average annual number of deaths is 20, or 1 to 84 of 
population. Of these, 16, or 1 to 6 1-4 of the whole number of deaths^ 
was from consumption ; but under that head are included both tubercular 
disease of the lungs and chronic bronchitis, several complicated cases of 
the latter having occurred in intemperate subjects. During the 8 years 
preceding this period, including 1826, when, in part from a very bad 
fever, the character of which cannot now be ascertained, there wei^ 
31 deaths in a single year, the whole number of deaths was 200, or an 
annual average of 25—1 to 67 1-4 of population. If the record of 
these 8 years be correct ^but there is some reason to suppose that i% 
includes several who died m other towns and were brought here to be 
interred), the average of deaths during the 13 years ending last Decem-* 
ber is 23 1-3 annually, or 1 to about 73 of the inhabitants. These lists 
include both still births and accidental deaths. 

In towns in this vicinity, and perhaps the same is true of places in the 
interior throughout New England, whatever records of mortality have 
been kept, are, for the most part, very imperfect, and it would seem to 
Die that good might result if our medical societies would take imme-^ 
diate measures to remedy this defect in the statistics of New England. 
More informatioo on this sulyect, from interior towns, than I have 
elsewhere seen embodied, has been published m a ^' Dissertation on the 
BoylstOD Prize Question for 1835,'' by that accurate observer and fine 
writer, Dr. L. V. Bell. Respectfully yours. 

New Boston, N. JET., July 10, 1839. T. F. Fitch. 
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ACUPUNCTURATION FOR HYDROCELE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical, Journal, 

Dear Sir, — Having been coosulted in October last, in a case of hydro- 
cele, where the tumor was very large, I tried acupuncturation in the 
following manner. With a common sewing needle (No. 12) guaged in 
a small pliers, I rapidly punctured the anterior inferior portion of the 
tumor in a dozen places. Most of the punctures discharged a single 
drop of the fluid contents of the sac. The tumor soon began to diminish 
in size, and, much to my own, and the satisfaction of the patient, in a 
few days disappeared entirely, and has not as yet returned. 

In the preceding April, I had tapped a tumor of the same kind for 
another patient, who called on me a few weeks since to have the opera- 
tion repeated, as the disease had returned. I operated on him with the 
needle as above described, and the operation has been entirely successful. 
Whether these patients will be troubled again with a recurrence of the 
disease, remains to be seen. Yours, with esteem> 

Newark^ N. J., July 19, 1839. Lyndon A. Smith. 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON, JULY 31, J839. 



AMERICAN PHYSIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

The annual report of a society, of which we know but little, although its 
deliberations are held in our immediate neighborhood, has come from the 
press of Mr. Light, Cornhill. The professed object seems to be to teach 
the members, if no one else, what the Society considers the true mode of 
living. A prominent theme on the tongues of the speakers, at the 
anniversary meeting, was the importance of understanding the great 
principles of physiology — and yet the burden of a speech generally 
carried the orator on to the old ground of dietetics. The society is con- 
stituted of an indeterminate number, compounded of males and females, 
all of whom cannot be made profoundly conversant with a science of 
which some of the greatest men of the age have scarcely attained the 
'elements. Now an incessant crusade against the dreadful sin of eating* 
and drinking palatable food, such as the best and longest livers invariably 
enjoy with a good relish, is not physiology. The advocates of this system 
of radicalism, which would oblige the whole nation to feed upon a pre* 
scribed diet, under the vigilant eye of self-constituted conservators of the 
pttblic health, do not make the proper distinction between science and 
speculation. Pretending to base their doctrines upon facts, they yet pay 
little attention to the mass of opposing ones which have been accumulating' 
for centuries, and rely almost exclusively on recent experiments, few» 
comparatively, in number, and mostly furnished, too, by those already 
committed in favor of the new theory. To rant against those who differ 
from ourselves, invites ridicule, especially on a subject no way connected 
with sober scientitic investigation. We sometimes think that both Dr. 
Alcott and Mr. Graham must laugh in their sleeves at their own success ; 
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for certainly they know how to appreciate the attainments of the learned,, 
and therefore in contrasting these sapient doings with what others hare 
accomplished who are strictly cultivating physiological science, they must 
feel, one would suppose, that all is labor for naught. 



Qttack Dentists. — Having, in common with the whole community, a 
deep interest in whatever is designed to preserve individual health, and 
generally better the physical condition of our fellow beings, we have 
always regarded dental surgery in the light of an important branch of the 
art chirurgical, only to be practised by those who are carefully educated 
to the profession. Under the influence of this feeling, we have published, 
with pleasure, all such articles as were the result of the experience of the 
best dental operators in this country. Among the catalogue of contribu- 
tors in this particular department, is Dr. J. F. Flagg, of Boston, who 
gave us an admirable paper, a few months since, to expose the utter 
fallacy of a pretended discovery of the ligamentum dentisj by a certain 
peripatetic dentist, residing at 270 Arch street, in Philadelphia, who signs 
his name Jo. F. Caldwell. 

Last week this same immortal discoverer addressed us a letter, enclos- 
ing, besides his own delectable propositions, a printed sheet of certificates, 
certifying to Mr. Jo. F. Cald well's professional accomplishments and 
dexterity. The character and value of the series may be gathered from a 
single extract, in which the signers say, " we pronounce him the Prince 
of Tooth'extractors and the Chief of Surgeon Dentists" Introductory to 
these tremendously elaborate credentials, having more words than sense, 
this " chief of surgeon dentists " announces, by a sort of proclamation to 
the sovereign people, that ** he is ready to perform any operation in dental 
surgery, and will with pleasure administer to any, from the prattling boy 
to the aged adult ; or from the lisping miss to the great grandmother, but 
he will not extract while gentlemen are present"! This precious docu- 
ment cannot be misunderstood by intelligent persons, because no attempt 
is made to conceal the fact that he considers himself, just as his friends 
represent him, the prince of surgeon dentists. 

But we have reserved the most astounding part of Mr. Jo. F. Cald- 
weirs letter till the reader has put himself in a posture to bid defiance to 
a sudden surprise. After roughly handling Dr. Flagg, he thus addresses 
our humble self — " If you will assure me your medical professors, demists, 
physicians and citizens generally, of Boston, feel sufficient interest on the 
subject to listen to its discussion, and judge for themselves, and will 
provide me a large room, filled with an attentive auditory, and will 
advertise the public and myself of the place and day, I will give them a 
lecture." Admirable philanthropy ! " !Please insert this communication 
and the enclosed certificates," (the prince of tooth-extr actor s^ ^c) " in 
your Journal, as an offset to that of Dr. Flagg." What a horrible design ! 
Further, for we must not pass Mr. Jo. F. Caldwell by without suitable 
ceremony, " I expect the necessary publications " (vulgarly called puffs) 
" and room will be furnished without charge. I will willingly lose the 
time and incur the expense of a trip (to Boston), to correct public impres- 
sions. Mail me a No. of your Journal containing this and any other, 
advertising the time and place of lecture, and oblige yours, respectfully, 
Jo. F. Caldwell, of Virginia, dentist." 

This is but a single case of annoyance, such as we are haunted with, 
and such as medical editors, we opine, more than others, are obliged to 
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bear. Were this correspondence extensirely circulated, it is possible that 
the class of persons most imposed upon by quack dentists, would not so 
readily submit to the ignorant manipulations of strolling botchers of the 
human jaws. 

Kappa Lambda Society. — Not many months ago a pamphlet was freely 
circulated, which emanated from the city of New York, and had for its 
object an exposition of what was represented to be the selfish and unprin- 
cipled designs of the members of a certain mysterious medical association, 
congregated under the cognomen of the Kappa Lambda Society. We 
read it, and were startled at the developments, and thus the impression 
has remained ; and perhaps the feelings of distrust and indignation would 
hare gathered something more by age, had it not been for a transcript of 
the records of this same horrible, intangible body, given to the world 
without hesitation ; nay, without an air of being conscious of having 
done either a rude, ungentlemanly, or reprehensible act. 

Divested of all machinery, and simply regarded as it now seems that it 
ought to be, without prejudice, out of New York, certainly, the Kappa 
Lambda Society is made up of a respectable catalogue of practitioners, 
who hold regular meetings like the Boston Society for Medical Improve- 
ment, at which the members relate the results of their professional obser- 
vation and experience. Some of the cases thus permanently preserved, 
iby being registered on the records, are intensely exciting. Now if the 
:Society has been guilty of nothing more objectionable than what is dis- 
coverable in their published documents, it is quite certain that misrepre- 
^sentation, if not genuine malice, had a hand in the construction of the 
•red-covered pamphlet. 



ixeneva College, — There is evidenee of a commendable zeal for the 
reputation of an institution, when the public are made familiar with all it 
is desirable to know, through circulars, catalogues and other publications. 
The medical department of this college, which has enjoyed the confidence 
of all from the first day of its organization, has sent abroad its annual 
prospectus of the next lecture term — for a copy of which the dean will 
please accept our thanks. Since the last term, William Usher, M.D., late 
of the city of New York, has been elected to the vacant professorship of 
chemistry, and carries with him a reputation that must be favorable to the 
character of the lectures, as a complete medical course. In connection with 
ihe college, there is a hospital, free of admission to the students. Further 
particulars may be obtained from our advertisement page. A gold medal 
18 presented to the author of the best inaugural dissertation, at the con- 
ferring of the doctorates. 



Medical Society of Tennessee. — Minutes of the last annual meeting, at 
Nashville, on the 26th of May last, are acknowledged. President, Dr. 
Felix Robertson. Dr. Robert Martin was elected secretary. The trea- 
surer announced that the amount due the Society from its members, was 
92,800. Each one is charged for absence ; (5,00 also for absence from 
the annual meetings, since 1835. Those who neglect to deliver oratorical 
addresses, when appointed, are fined S25 ; and those who fail to read 
essays on medical topography, 910. It was ordered, hereafter, that the 
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annaal contribution fee shall be 82. A resolution was adopted, that nine 
members shall be sufficient to transact business. Dr. Hogg ejdiibited a 
worm extracted from the eye of a child, accompanied by a written state- 
ment. Dr. Dorris read a case of prolonged utero*gestation. Dr. Bu* 
chanan reported a case illustrative of the cause of spontaneous amputations 
of foBtal limbs in utero. Dr. Peyton Robertson read a case of tetanus* 
Dr. R. N. Dashieli reported a case of chronic enlargement of the spleen ; 
and Dr. Henderson reported a case of soft cancer, and also one of ventral 
conception. 

On the third day of the session. Dr. Thompson, of Rutherford, reported 
a case of mania, cured by bleeding. Dr. Treadway was appointed orator ', 
Dr. Ramsay, of Knoxvi'lle, on the medical topography of tlast; Dr. Mc 
Phail, of Franklin, on the Middle ; and Dr. Lea, on West Tennessee. 
The society finally adjourned till the first Monday in May next. 



Wallace on the Eye.— A beautiful little work by our talented friend, Dr. 
Williana C. Wallace, of New York, entitled. "A Treatise on the Eye, 
containing discoveries of the causes of near and far sightedness, and of 
the affections of the retina, with remarks on the use of medicines as sub* 
stitutes for spectacles," from the press of Samuel Colman, is hereby 
acknowledged. In the course of another week, we shall have leisure 
for inspecting its contents, and examining its 55 xylographic illustrations. 



Legal Responsibility of Females during Pregnancy and Parturition^ 
— In the January number of the British and Foreign Medical Review^ 
there is an able and impartial examination of a work which expressly 
treats upon this interesting subject, written by Professor Jory, of Leipzig.. 
The profession, to some extent, seem desirous of possessing the book ; 
not on account of the false reasoning or absurd conclusions of the author,, 
so praise worthily exhibited by the reviewer ; but for the sake of what it 
contains of intrinsic value — no where else to be found. If it has not yet 
been translated, a point not ascertained with us, the question arises, would 
it not be worth the while for some one having a familiar acquaintance- 
with the language which now .seals it up from a multitude of Americaa 
physicians, to put it into English ? It is presumed that a publisher might 
be found either in Boston or New York, who would be glad to engage 
in the enterprise. 

Experiments with the Wourali Poison, — Some experiments were lately 
made in Nottingham, England, to show the influence of artifical respira* 
tion in preventing the fatal effects of certain poisons. The wourali poisoa 
was chosen, and to show the certainty of its action to destroy life, the first 
experiment was tried on a dog — a spear-head, covered with the poison, 
being inserted in an incision in the animal's side. In 52 minutes the 
dog ceased to breathe. The second experiment was performed on an ass, 
the arrow head being inserted in the lower part of the neck. In half an 
hour the breathing became difficult and irregular, the pulse had risen to 
104, and soon after the animal fell as if dead, perfectly motionless, and • 
the pulse could not be felt. An opening was immediately made into the 
winapipe, and a tube, with a pair of bellows attached to it, introduced, and 
put into action. As the lungs were inflated, they were emptied by pres* 
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sore on the body. This process was contiaued regularly and steadily for 
seven and a half hours, at which time the animal commenced breathing 
by its own efforts. During this time the animal lay motionless and 
apparently lifeless ; the extremities were to a certain extent cold, and the 
heart beat very feebly. From the time of animation he gradually but 
slowly recovered. The third experiment was on an ass younger and in 
better condition than the previous one. The poison was inserted in a 
similar manner, but only a fourth part of the quantity used. The animal 
fell, senseless and motionless, in 34 minutes. Artificial respiration was 
carried on for two hours, when natural respiration commenced. In six 
hours the ass got up and stood by itself. This experiment showed how 
much sooner the animal may be restored after a smaller dose of the 
poison, and that its effect is much more transitory — notwithstanding the 
doctrine lately broached by one of our correspondents, that the smaller the 
quantity of poison, the greater the injury. The fourth experiment was 
on a spaniel, in whom pulsation ceased in nine minutes. 



Cases of Bronchitis, — Dr. A. D. Bacon, of Gloucester, Mass., informs 
ns that three cases of this affection in clergymen have lalely come to his 
knowledge. ** One," he says, " in which the disease was most severe, 
was a veteran in the use of tobacco ; another has been in the habit of 
taking water while speaking, at least since the accession of the disease ; 
the other, if I am rightly informed, takes neither." The Pen Yan 
(N. Y.) Democrat states that the Rev. Thomas J. Champion, late pastor 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in that village, who was an habitual 
and excessive chewer of tobacco, has been severely afflicted with the throat 
disease. 

Ohio Medical Convention. — Committees were appointed lo report at the 
next meeting of this convention, on the topography and diseases of Scioto, 
Cuyahoga and Beaver vallies, and of the vallics of the Sandusky and 
Mauroee ; on the use and abuse of stimulating drinks, of which alcohol 
is a component part, and how far it is a necessary article of the materia 
medica ; on the use and abuse of the various forms of mercurials in the 
malarious and other diseases of the western country ; on the importance 
of auscultation and percussion in diseases of the chest ; on the truth and 
utility of animal magnetism. 

The following resolution was adopted by the convention, as reported by 
the committee on the subject of alcohol, ^., " That alcohol, which is the 
intoxicating quality of distilled and fermented beverages, induces and 
aggravates most of the diseases to which the human frame is liable ; 
acting as a poison on the system : destroying the mental and physical 
powers of the same, and carrying ruin, disgrace and death into families 
and the community. That the entire disuse of all such beverages must 
greatly increase the general health, prolong the lives, and promote the 
happiness of society." 

The convention was attended by a large number of medical gentlemen 
from different parts of the State, and business transacted which may 
result to the benefit of the public and the science of medicine. 

The pamphlet containing Dr. Hildreth's address, has accidentally been 
mislaid ; it will oblige us if some person having duplicates will have the 
goodness to send one to the address of the Journal. 
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Censors^ Meeting, — Candidates for license will keep in recollection that 
the Censors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, for the first Medical 
District and for the Society at large, will hold their meeting ti the Boston 
Athenffium, this day, at half past three o'clock, P. M. 

Married, — In Andover, Mass., Dr. Francis Clarke to Miss Sarah F. Marland. 

Died, — At Watertown, Mass., by suicide, Nathaniel Bemis, M.D., 54. — In 
Richmond (Texas^ Dr. Benjamin Austin, 46. — Near St Marks, Florida, Dr. Clark, 
a surgeon in the U. S. Army.— -At Hartford, Ct Wm. H. Morgan, M.D., 42. 

Whole namber of deaths lo Bofton (br the week ending July 87, M. Males, Un-females, 19. 

or consumption, 4r-Budden, 1 — scarlet ibver, 3 — inflammation on the brain, 8 — ^hooping cough, 1 — 
dropsy on the brain, 5^— dropsy, 1— intemperance, 1 — abscess on the liver, 1— child-bed, 1— old age, 1 — 
eholera iaflmtom, 4— dysentery, 1— Inftntlle, 3— billons fbTer, 1— drowned, 1— long Ibver, l~abscess on 
lhebndn,l-etUlbom,a^ 

UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

COLLEOK or rHTSICIAKS AND SUROKONS OF HEW YORK. 

Tbm course of Lectures for the ensuing season will be delivered in the new and extensive eolJege edi- 
fice in Crosby street. It will commence on the first Monday in November and continue four months. 

Physiology, by John Acoubtinn Smith, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by - - - - • JosNra M. Smith, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, by - - John B. Beck, M.D. 

Chemistry and Botany, by - > .... John Torrev, M.D. 

Special and General Anatomy, by - - - - - Rorbrt Watts, Jr., M.D. 

SiDgery and Surgical and Pathological Anatomy, by - Willard Pareer, M.D. 

Obstetrics, by , James R. Manley, M.D. 

Fee for the whole course, $108. J. AUGUSTINE SMITH, M.D., President. 

Jfew Yorkj July 84, 1839. NICOLL H. DERING, M.D., Registrar. 

Jy SI— eoptOlS 

GENEVA M EPICAL COLLEGE. 

The Medical Lectures will commence on the 1st Tuesday of October and continue sixteen weeks. 
Institutes and Practice of Medicine, by - - . T. Spencer, M.D., Geneva. 
Obstetrics and Materia Medica, by - - - - C. B. Coventry, M.D., Utica. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by - James Werstbr, M.D. Rochester. 

Surgery, by D. L. Rodoers, M.D. .Geneva. 

Chemistry, by William Usher, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by the Proflsssora or Chemistry and Anatomy. 
Thomas Spencer, M.D., Regi$trar. C. B. COVENTRY, M.D., Dean. 

Qtnevoj July 16, 1839. Jy 31— tO 

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF THE WESTERN DIS- 
TRICT OF THE STATE OF N. Y. (FAIRFIELD, HERKIMER CO.) 

The Lectures commence on the first Monday In October, and continue sixteen weeks. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by - James McNauohton, M.D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by------- James Hadley, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, by - - - T. Romeyn Bece, M.D. 

Practice of Physic and' Obstetrics, by John Delamater, M.D. 

Surgery, by Frane H. Hamilton, M.D. 

Fees for the whole course, $56. JAMES HaDLEY, RegUtrar. 

Jyl7-4t 

MEDICAL LECTURES IN BOSTON. 

The Medica] Lectures in Harvard University will begin in the Medical College, Mason street, Boston, 
the first Wednesday In November next, at 9 o'clock, A. M., and continue sixteen weeks. 

Anatomy, and Operations of Surgery, by John C. Warren, M.D. 

Chemistry, by John W. Werster, M.D. 

Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, by Walter Channino, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Clinical Medicine, by Jacor Bioelow, M.D. 

Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, by - - - - Georoe Hayward, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by John Ware, M.D. 

At a meeting of the Faculty, it was 

Voiedj "That no two courses of Lectures shall-be admitted to qualify students for gratuitous admis- 
sion to Lectures in this School which have not been attended in separate years, oY at least six months 
from each other. WALTER CHANNINO, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. 

Boston, /u/y 10, 1839. Jy 17-tN 



Digitized by 



Google 



404 Medical AdvertisemetUt, 

BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 

Thb Annual couxve of Lectarea In this losUtution will comment the 8tJi of AOffBt, IM, «a4 eon- 
tlDue thirteen weeks. 

Tbeorjr and Practice of Medicine and Obetetrtes, by - •> - H. B. Chilm, II.D. 
Ohemiatry, Botany, and Natural PhUoaophy. by • - - • C. Dbwbt, M.I>. . 

Pathological Anatomy and Materia Medlca, by Klisha BABTLrrr;' M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by------- - Robbbt Watts, H.D. 

*orgory,by - Willabd PAnKBa,M.D. 

Fee for the coane of lectures, $50 ] fse for those who hare already attended two flail coaraei st la 
Incorporated medical achool, $10 ; graduation foe, $16 ; board, including room-rent and lodging, as st 
other country institutions. Library foe. according lo the number of books taken out. 

Fellows of the Maasachuietts Medical Society, and others, who have received the dogree of Doctor 
•of Medicine, are admitted gratuitously to the lectures* 

Degrees are conferred at the commencement and cIom of the Lecture Term. The pre-requlsitea tat 
admlision to an examination for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine are — three foil years* study ooder t 
regular practitiouer of medicine— attendance on two foil courses of medical lectures, in medical imtK 
tutions regularly establivhed, one of which courws must have been attended at this institution— ads* 
fonsible theais on sojno soUect connected with medical science— an adequate knowledge of the Lstli 
Jangoage, and a good moral chartcier. 

The examinations will be held In preeenoe of the Trustees, Faculty, and Overseers of the InitfoH 
tlon, and of a DelegaUon from the Medical Society. The thesis must be publicly read aad detedad. 
Gentlemen who intend to present themselves as candidates for a degree, are particnlariy raqaealad to 
nrocure foil and formal certillcatea of time and age. 

Jy 8- jBy order of the Faculty, ROBERT WATTS, Je., M.D., Dem, 



DR. HULL'S UTERO-ABOOMINAL SUPPORTRR. 
Tri« new instrument for the radical cure of Prolapsus Uteri, or foiling of the Womb, by extenal 
Application, snperaedlng the use of the objectionable peaaary, Is confidently recommended to tbe 
alBicted as the means of a perfect restoration to health, it never having foiled of performing a core, 
«ven under the most aggravated circumstancea. It has received the decided approbation of Sir AsUey 
Cooper, of London J Sir Benjamin 0. Brodie ; Sir James Clark, Physician to the Queen ; Dr. Athwell, 
Lecturer on Midwifery to 6uy*8 Hoipital ; Dr. Rigby, Lecturer to St. Bartholomew's; Dr. GrtJDtb, 
Ijocturer to Westminster Hospital ; Dr. Ramsbotliam, Lecturer to London Hospital ; Robert Fergwoa, 
Lecturer to Westminster Lying-in Hospital •, Dr. Sweatman, Lecturer to Middlesex Hospital, and Ss* 
nior Accoucheur to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital *, also by Henry, Daviea, Conquest, BlopdeD, 
Lee, Merriman, Surgeon Keates. Ac ; bv Dr. Moreau, President of the Academie Iboyale de Mededati 
Pabib, and Accoucheur to the Duchess d'Orleana •, Profoaaors Velpeau, Maijolin, Paul Dubcts, Sasiea, 
^«nd otheni—aud In New York by Profoasor J. W. Francis: G. S. Bedford, M.D. Profossor ofMidwiltey 
In University of City of New York; ProfoMor Delafleld, Profosso Francis U. Johnson, Pres. Cosnty 
Medical Society, Laurens HnU, Pres. Med. Society State of New York ; ProC Jsbmb McNaaghtoa, 
Albany } Professors March, Cyrus Perkins and Doane; James Webster, Prof. Anatomy and B 
Geneva ; David L. Rogers, ProC Burcery, Geneva College *, Drs. Thomas Boyd, Giltiert Smith, I 
Bteama, Ludlow, Klasam, Vache, Power. Grayson, van Renaselaer, and many other dlstink-.— ~ 
physicians of the United States. AMOS O. HULL, Office 4 Vesey St. Astor House, N. York. 

ttr A constant supply of the above Instruments will be kept by Reed, Wing it, Cutler (late Lowe A 
Reed), No. 54 Chatham Street, Boston. Lowe ic Reed have aold many of the above instmmenta, aad 
can refor to phyaiclaiia of eminence by whom they have been highly approved, as well as to patieaU 
to whom they have afforded the most essential relief! Price $10. Feb. *" '^ 



NEW I-EECH ESTABLISHMENT. 

Thb medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements that be 
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will be 
aafely put up in boxes, with the clay in which they were imported. Physicians may be certain that 
carefol attention will be given to their orders. BETH W. FOWLE, 

Oct. 17— lyeop S3 Prinee St. corner of Salem Bu BoAoa. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Thb subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical InatrvctloB. 
Their pupils will have regular acceas to the medical and autgical practice of the Maasachusetta General 
Hoapital. They will be admitted, alao, to the practice of the House of Correction, which coustaatly 
preaenta a large number of important cases, and where opportunities will be aflbrded tar acsairiiiff • 
practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be fomished with oppar- 
tunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inforiw to any In the eonntry. To the pupils, partieB- 
larly to thoae in the last year of their profossional atudlea, facilitlea will be alibrded for acqniriag a 
personal acquaintance with private medical and obatetric practice. Inatruction by examinations or 
fecturea will be given in the difllbrent branches of medical studies, during the interval between tbe 
public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with Are and llghu, will be fhmlshed to the 
students at the expense of the instructera. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 

WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Oct. 81— eptf GEORGE W. OTW, Ja. 

WIN8L0W LE WIS, J*. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL ia published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., comer of Franklin St., to whom all communications inn«t be 
addressed, poet paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed oovar. There sra two 
volumes each year. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3j5i sAar Aree 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the aame address, for $5JN) a y0*^|" 
advance. Ordera from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or aatlsnstery rm^ 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 



Vol. XX. Wednesday, August 7, 1839. No. 26. 



ON APPLYING LIGATURES TO ARTERIES. WITH A HISTORY O^ 

TWO CASES. 

TAAR8LATED VOR TH« MBDIOAL AMD SURGICAL JOtTRRAL, FROM A LATIN MARUSCBlPt 
OF FROFR8SOR FORTAL, OF PALBRMO, SICILT. 

The object of applying ligatures to arteries is their obliteration ; and in 
whatever manner this may be done, the greatest care must be, that 
obliteration shall be effected. Hence we must most sedulously study 
inflammation, as this produces in living organs effects either harmful or 
salutary. For by inflammation we know that parts coalesce and adhe- 
sions are effected, that ulcerations and suppurations arise, and that 
serous surfaces, when in contact, cohere together. We know, also, that 
bflammation is harmful if it exceeds certain limits ; and if it is restrained 
within them, and does not vary from a normal state, is beneficial. But 
when we are treating of tying the arteries, we must venture and inquire 
farther ; namely, what results take place upon the arteries from, or how 
they are affected by, inflammations of a strumous, or a venereal, or a 
scorbutic character, and by all other affections depending upon diatheses; 
and how these influence the adhesion of the arterial parietes, and the 
obliteration desired. "We must inquire how far the economy will bear 
the subtraction of blood, to the end that the blood may not be too ardent, 
and yet may remain adequate to effect an inflammatory effusion, as of 
plastic lymph, which may concrete and form a cement. Also in what 
way and how far any vice produced in the arteries by diatheses may be 
corrected, so that the operation may be borne without unduly exciting 
and inflaming the organs, and thus may terminate favorably. In a word, 
a pathological condition is to be established, and a true indication, which 
may rest firm upon therapeutics guided by reason and experience, so 
that not only a successful operation, but also the end of the operation, 
namely, the restoration of the patient, as well as an increment for science, 
may be obtained. 

Let not the operator here pass by any mixture of diseases by which 
accident may be involved ; and when they may be corrected or removed, 
let him not proceed to the operation contrary to the indication. It is 
certainly matter for grief, if not for shame, that after an operation of 
ligature perfectly well performed, the result should be still doubtful, and 
that the undertaking, well commenced, should terminate fatally, when, 
perhaps, if the indications had been attended to, it might easily have 
succeeded. 
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Having these things in view, I have undertaken to write the history 
of two cases of arteries tied, which bear upon what has been said above, 
and ought, therefore, not to be passed by. 

Two raen have presented themselves to me the past year, both 
contaminated with the venereal poison ; one suffering from popliteal 
aneurism, the other from hemorrhage from the femoral artery a little 
above its superior third. The former entirely recovered, though the 
aneurismal tumor in the ham had the enormous circumference of forty- 
two inches. But the other, whose external iliac I tied, sank miserably 
under subsequent hemorrhages, which could not by any means be 
prevented or checked. The former, however, was treated as if in a 
sound state, the venereal taint being almost extinguished ; whereas the 
latter presented a habit of body altogether inauspicious, for the femoral 
was corroded by phagedenic ulcers, and the advancing gangrene and 
ulceration involving the parts concerned in the operation, caused the 
fatal hemorrhage. In the autopsy, however, sufficient was observed to 
show how much nature strives for our preservation ; inasmuch as the 
artery was found in great part obliterated, and certainly in a state to 
resist the impulsion of the blood. It is therefore especially to be 
considered, before we come to the operation of tying, how the disease 
and obstacles which centra-indicate it may be removed, or at least may 
be so far repressed that a favorable result may be rendered probable. 
In men laboring under lues venerea this is particularly to be attended 
to ; for experience has sufficiently proved to me that men of this class 
are especially afflicted with aneurisms, and that most usually every 
aneurism has its beginning in lues. 

As to the method of tying, it always seemed to me dangerous to 
tighten the ligature strongly, since from this there arises for the most 
part ulceration of the artery and consequent hemorrhage. This, I think, 
arises from interrupting the circulation, by which the part now con- 
stricted was nourished. In order to avoid danger from this source, I 
always employ the double ligature for permanency, so that without 
strong constriction the parts may come in mutual contact, and the 
circulation proceeding freely, ulceration may be prevented. Nor have 
I deceived myself herein by reasoning ; daily experience with brute 
animals, and with men laboring under aneurisms or arterial lesions, 
sufficiently declares it. Simple constriction, and this not close, lest 
solution of continuity should result, is in my judgment the only correct 
method of applying the ligature. 

Case I. C. B., from the island of Lipara, aged 20, of lymphatic 
temperament and moderate firmness of body, and having frequently 
suffered from venereal troubles, entered the hospital July 27th, 1838, 
on account of a tumor in the right ham, with which he bad been 
afflicted for a month. He had before overcome venereal ulcers, buboes, 
hemorrhage, and pains in the joints, by mere rest and the milder 
therapeutic aids ; and he hoped in the same way to be soon relieved 
from this tumor in the ham. By the advice of some physician he had 
applied to the tumor a liniment composed of oil of almonds, camphor 
and opium, but without benefit, the tumor enlarging from day to day. 
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In the hospital an ointment prescribed on account of the venereal 
troubles which had preceded, was applied, by which for two days the 

Eaiof seemed to be mitigated. But the day following the pains in the 
am became more intense, and the tumor still increasing and pulsating, 
emollient cataplasms and refrigerant drinks were administered, but in 
vain. Neither was any advantage derived from the extract of bella- 
donna, nor from the water of cherry laurel, and finally the patient was 
transferred from the medical to the surgical department. 

The surgeon who first met with him attempted to compress the 
tumor with bandages wet with a decoction of oak bark ; by which 
ill-timed application the pains were aggravated, and a violent fever 
began to be excited. Moreover, inflammation extended itself over the 
greatest part of the limb, and from many discolored and livid spots tliere 
appeared to be danger that the aneurismatic tumor, which was now more 
than forty inches in circumference, would prove fatal by rupture. It 
Tvas then that I, by invitation, visited the patient, and immediately 
removing all compression, that the vital motions and the respective 
circulations might go on freely, it appeared that ligature of the femoral 
artery was in the present state of things the only remedy. This, there- 
fore, being approved of by several professors of the hospital, we imme- 
diately set about preparing the patient for the operation. 

An incision of three inches was made in the triangular space near 
the margin of the sartorius, which was sufficient for penetrating to the 
aponeurosis. This I laid open, and the envelop presented itself, in 
which the femoral lies with its respective vein and nerve. This also 
was laid open, and with an eyed probe a small fillet composed of three 
linen threads waxed, was conveyed from within outwards. I first tied a 
knot, by which the popliteal ceased to pulsate at the tumor; then 
proceeding to the second knot, and bringing out the threads at the upper 
border of the wound, I dressed it with lint, which was medicated with 
Galen's cerate. I then bound up the wound itself, with a containing 
bandage of eighteen heads. The operation being thus finished, and the 
man laid in bed, I prescribed the utmost quiet, rigid diet, cold fomen- 
tations and cold drinks. 

Scarcely an hour having elapsed after the operation, the patient 
suffered violent pains in the wound and the corresponding groin ; he 
afterwards fell into a sound sleep. As be tossed about while asleep, the 
position of the hips becoming much altered, the artery above the 
ligature began to pulsate forcibly, the general circulation being also 
accelerated, and the face being flushed. Venesection was therefore pre- 
scribed, and loss of blood to eight ounces, followed by cold fomentations 
of vinegar. The venesection was followed by mitigation of the symp- 
toms. At evening, when the extremities grew cold, they were restored 
to their normal temperature by warmed woollen cloths. 

The day following the heat of the limb was normal, the tongue moist, 
but the bowels costive. Castor oil was prescribed, but excited vomiting, 
and drinks acidulated with cream of tartar and sweetened, were substituted. 
By this means copious evacuations of faeces and urine were produced. 
At evening the pulsation of the vesseb being more rapid and hard, and 
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a general feverish heat prevailing, we again produced a mitigation of 
symptoms by venesection and drinks saturated v/ith cream of tartar. 
He passed a tranquil night, and slept five hours. * 

The third, fourth and fifth days, the temperature of the patient was 
elevated, and the pains about the ligature were severe. We directed 
tartarized drinks, which procured the expulsion of faeces, which were 
exceedingly offensive. 

Sixth day. The lint, which was filled with sanies, was removed, and 
the wound again dressed with lint smeared with ointment. Adhesion 
had now taken place at the inferior part of the wound. On the seventh 
or eighth day a third venesection was made, and an infusion of the 
leaves of digitalis was administered, which was of the greatest benefit. 

Ninth day. The dressing being tinged with blood gave us some 
alarm ; but this ceased when the blood was seen to proceed from the 
margin of the wound itself, and not from the artery tied. On the tenth 
day a kind of cicatrix was formed upon the wound, but the pulse was 
harder, the face flushed, and the heat great. A fourth venesection 
procured quiet to the patient. 

The eleventh and twelfth days, the same course of symptoms. On 
the thirteenth day he was placed upon a new bed, and lint was applied 
anew. The tumor opened itself, and discharged black and excessively 
offensive clots ; it was smeared with ointment of storax, and covered with 
an antiseptic poultice. On the fourteenth day, pus still more fetid 
flowed from the opened tumor, but the swelling of the parts involved in 
the operation was found subsiding ; storax ointment and an antiseptic 
cataplasm again applied. Internally, potions with cream of tartar, and 
chicken broth. 

Fifteenth day. The ligature was cast off, and from the tumor flowed 
a sanious fluid to the amount of nearly four pounds, having the color of 
wine l^es, and exhaling a cadaverous odor. The wound was dressed as 
usual, and upon the part operated on was applied a bandage after 
the manner of Scultetus. This was sprinkled with diluted vinegar, and 
chicken broth directed to be given. 

Between the sixteenth and eighteenth days the wound from the 
ligature, now almost healed, was touched in the centre with nitrate of 
silver. Tumor diminished. Internally ass's milk and Iceland moss 
were prescribed. 

Nineteenth and twentieth day^. The tumor discharged a more 
tolerable pus. A livid spot appearing upon the little toe of the right 
foot, was covered with an antiseptic poultice ; and between the twenty- 
first and twenty-second a slough fell off. 

Twenty-third and twenty-fourth. Three ulcers made their appearance ; 
one upon the superior and outer part of the right foot, another upon the 
external malleolus, and the other at the lower third of the leg. They 
were dressed with storax ointment, pulv. china and camphor, and an 
antiseptic cataplasm. 

Twenty-fifth day. The enlarged ulcers are verging to gangrene. 
Spontaneous dislocation of the little toe took place. The use of anti- 
septics, ass's milk, and Iceland moss, continued without intermission. 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



On applying Ligatures to Arteries. 409 

On the twenty-sixth day, another similar ulcer appeared at the ankle, 
near the internal margin of the foot. 

Twenty-seventh and eighth. The wound of the operation now 
healed, and a cicatrix formed. The wound of the tumor appears 
sprinkled over with fleshy globules. Th6 ulcers upon the leg and foot 
more extended and deeper ; neither topical nor general remedies check 
their course. Excruciating pains were excited in those parts, and such 
swelling took place, that gangrene becoming imminent, amputation of the 
leg was by common consent proposed for the following day. 

Thirtieth to thirty-fouith. Amputation is deferred ; the state of the 
patient, in the mean time, being a little improved. 

Thirty-fifth day. By an ill-timed movement, an application of the 
aqua phagedenica is made to the ulcers, which are oace more aggravated. 
From this time all mercurial treatment was avoided, and we were 
contented with the mere application of Galen's cerate. 

Thirty-eighth day. Application of the actual cautery was made to 
the ulcers, and those points being destroyed which were verging to 
gangrene, their color was changed to a purplish red. The following day 
vegetation shot foith, and at some points cuticle was formed. 

On the twenty-seventh of October, and the fortieth day from the 
operation, the patient was cured in all respects, excepting an ulcer at 
the ankle, which was kept up by caries of the os calcis. This, also, 
we treated with the cautery, and it being rapidly healed, he soon left 
the hospital wholly well. 

Case II. A. B., a Panormian, aged 30, in the employment of a 
servant, of firm constitution, but of dissolute habits, had repeatedly 
been a subject of venereal buboes, and at length becoming violently 
affected with them, entered the great hospital of Panormo for relief. 
The mercurial frictions and diaphoretic ptisans there administered, at 
first mitigated the articular pains which be almost habitually suffered on 
account of inveterate and neglected venereal infections. There was also 
an improvement in a bubo from which he was suffering in the left groin. 
But another bubo, which had appeared in the right groin, quickly taking 
on inflammation, and passing to the period of suppuration, compelled 
the physicians to transfer the patient to the surgical department. Being 
received there, the tumor was immediately covered with an emollient 
cataplasm until it became entirely fluctuating. Fluctuation being evident, 
a large incision was made, through whk^h flowed an abundance of sanies. 
The wound was then dressed with lint smeared with digestive ointment. 
A few days having elapsed, and the ulcer becoming worse, it was 
moistened with the aaua phagedenica, but to no purpose, it growing 
rapidly worse. In this state of things, china, as a most approved 
antiseptic, was applied both in decoction and in powder, with the addi- 
tion, moreover, of opium and camphor. But no benefit accruing from 
these, the house surgeon, thinking that the inguinal glands were an 
obstacle to cicatrization, undertook to remove them ; afterwards dressing 
the part with lint and storax ointment. 

The next day, the patient going to the water closet, and making use 
of soma straining, perceived blood flowing from the groin. He endea- 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



410 On applying Ligatures to Arteries. 

vored, as well as he could by compression with his hands, to stop the 
hemorrhage ; and the surgeon hastening to his assistance, and learning 
the state of things, without delay applied effectually compression with 
dry lint, which was con6ned by an inguinal bandage. 

The great danger of this hemorrhage being perceived, in a medical 
council held upon so grave a case, we proposed to apply a ligature to the 
external iliac. While the discussion was still going on as to the necessity 
of this operation, the hemorrhage again appeared in a more violent and 
alarming form, and could not be checked until the pulse of the blood- 
less and almost lifeless patient had nearly vanished, and respiration was 
almost extinct. All doubt being then removed, that certain death would 
follow a third attack of hemorrhage, I proceeded, as director of the 
surgical establishment, to tie the iliac ; which operation had been pe^ 
formed with us but once before. 

An incision of three inches being made at the lower convexity of the 
anterior iliac spine, above the symphysis pubis, and having made the 
incision through the skin and adipose layer, I then' with a director ran 
through the various subjacent layers, the superficial fascia and the inter- 
muscular fascia of the oblique muscles, laying bare the spermatic cord, 
and securing it to the superior margin of the wound ; and the fascia of 
the transversalis now presenting, I with my fingers and a director sepa- 
rated the meatus, through which appears the entrance to the inguinal 
canal. Coming now to the epigastric and proceeding by it to its origin, 
I reached the internal margin of the psoas, and at length the artery 
itself. This I separated, and with an eyed probe passing a ligature 
from within outward, I tied with a first and second knot. Finally, the 
extremities of the ligature being fixed at the upper border of the wound, 
I dressed the wound itself with a tuft of lint smeared with Galen's 
cerate, with graduated compresses, and a bandage of eighteen heads. 

The patient passed the day of the operation and the following night 
in a "State of stupor and great debility, the pulse being smaller and the 
temperature lower than natural. Liquid nourishment was administered, 
and heat was restored to the extremities by means of heated wool. 

The following day the dressing was found to be soaked with sanies. 
The wound was foul, and of an unfavorable aspect. The third day the 
dressing was tinged with blood, which proceeded from the bubonic 
wound. The circulation was restored in the crural artery, through the 
epigastric and circumflex iliac. That this circulation might be resisted, 
as the fungous and gangrenous condition of the wound were opposed to 
it, it was necessary to apply a ligature en masse ; which being done, the 
patient appeared more tranquil and quiet. But it was a false tranquillity, 
and the insidious quiet of gangrene. Indeed, soon after, the whole 
region of the nates, as far as the groin and hypogastrium, was covered 
with livid and gangrenous patches, the pulse became smaller and inter- 
mittent, the countenance was struck with the livor of death, a cold 
sweat broke out, and death took place on the night of the twenty-ninth 
of December. 

Examination of the body being made in presence of the professors of 
the hospital^ who also had witnessed the operation, the ligature itself 
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was found an inch above the origin of the two collaterals of the external 
iliac. The artery in the situation of the ligature had formed adhesions, 
so far as not to allow the passage even of a bristle. The viscera 
enclosed in the cavity of the abdomen partly exhibited signs of deep 
inflammation, and partly of manifest gangrene. The artery, from the 
seat of the ligature to the heart, was found in a normal state ; the 
thoracic organs and the encephalon were wholly intact. 





Explanation qf ike Engraving, 
Fig. lit A. PrimitiTe iliac iirtery. 

B. External iliac, and sitaation of the li|[iittire. 

C. Second ligature, en masses of the epigastric and circumflex arteries. 
DD. The coagulum hjr which the arterjr waa rendered impermeable 

and adherent. 
Fio. 2d. E. Aneuriamatic tumor in the ham, having a circumference of forty-two 
inches. 



MEDICAL BOTANY. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — It affords me much pleasure to perceive that you have 
noticed, in your valuable Journal, <' Lee's Medical Flora of North 
America/' which is shortly to appear. Sutht me to give you a more 
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detailed account of it^ for such a work is in fact a desideratum in the 
United States. 

The works of Bigelow and Barton, with colored engravings, are most 
valuable, splendid and useful, and it is much to be regretted that the 
continuance of their publication could not be sustained. They are 
beautiful memorials of the state of the fine arts in our country. These 
works, on account of their expense, are beyond the reach of the majority 
of the readers for whom they were intended, and for general works on 
medical botany, the number of plants described in them is by far too 
limited. These publications are, in fact, but the commencement of a 
plan, which, as the country grows older, 1 hope may be perfected. 
Rafinesque has published a small Medical Flora of the United States, in 
two duodecimo volumes, with plates colored green. This work, also, 
is confined within too narrow limits ; but it is valuable as far as it 
extends, and helps to supply the vacancy in the history of our vegetable 
materia medica. The field has not yet been sufficiently explored. The 
science of medical botany is yet in its infancy in America. Lindley's 
Flora Medica, although a valuable work, has done but little to aid 
physicians in their investigations on this subject. 

To supply the above defects. Dr. Charles A. Lee, of the city of 
New York, late professor of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence 
in the new university of that city, a gentleman every way qualified by 
his industn^ and extensive researches in medical science, has issued 

Sroposals for publishing, by subscription, '^ A New Medical Flora of 
Forth America, containing a description of all the known medical plants 
growing north of Mexico, with a full account of their medical properties 
and economical uses. Arranged according to the natural system. Each 
plant will be represented by an accurate wood engraving. The work 
will be published in two octavo volumes, of 600 pages each ; each 
volume to consist of two parts of 300 pages each, one dollar and seventy- 
five cents a part, payable on delivery. The work will be put to press 
as soon as a sufficient number of subscribers are engaged to warrant the 
undertaking. One part will appear every six months till completed.'' 

It is the intention of Dr. Lee, in this work, to be very full on the 
economical, as well as medical, properties of the plants which he will 
describe. He intends that the work shall be as complete as possible, 
and that it shall contain all that has as yet been known on the subject of 
which it treats. He will endeavor to procure the aid of a good analytical 
chemist, who will give a correct analysis of every plant. The cuts are 
to be executed by ope of the best wood engravers in the city of New 
York, and will be nearly as useful, but far less expensive than those of 
Bigelow and Barton. He will have access to the collection of plants 
in the Lyceum of Natural History in New York, and to Dr. Torrey's, 
which are probably the largest and best in the country ; and also to 
their libraries, which are acknowledged to be the best in the Union 
upon the subject. He will also have the assistance of Drs. Torrey, 
Gray and Beck, of New York, when wanted ; also of Bigelow, of 
Boston; Tully, Ives and Hooker, of New Haven; several iq Phihr 
delphia, apd ip othev places. UncJ^r sac\k au&pices, the wor)c camst 
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fail of bemg extensively useful ; and as the price is so small, it will 
come within the compass and means of every physician in our country, 
and it is much to be hoped that it will be procured by all of them. 

Dr. Lee is very favorably known as the author of several valuable 
communications in the American Medical Journal; and of Human 
Physiology for the use of Elementary Schools, a work with numerous 
plates, which has passed through two editions within a year. This 
work justly deserves and receives the approbation of the most correct 
judges, and I trust, like your Class-book of Anatomy, Mr. Editor, it 
will soon be adopted in all our elementary schools. When the scienoe 
of the formation of our bodies, the science of life, or physiology, and 
the science of natural history, shall be studied in our schools, we shall 
expect to see more correct and useful systems of education promulgated 
than are now taught. 

Permit me, while on the subject of medical Botany, to state that I 
have, not long since, examined two quarto volumes in manuscript, with 
one hundred elegant paintings, of the splendid plants and flowers of 
Cuba, in the West Indies, by Mrs. Woolstoonecrafte, sister of Miss 
Kingsbury, author of several school books, &c., and I have been highly 
pleased with the examination. Each plant occupies a large (juarto 
page of letter ])aper, elegantly colored in imitation of nature, with an 
appropriate description. It is a subject of deep regret that the country 
is not wealthy enough to encourge the publication of such a work, 
which would add greatly to the renown of the United States as a patron 
x£ science, literature and the fine arts. 

The natural history of tropical climates is more interesting than that 
of colder regions, although the subject will well repay the naturalist 
even here. It is the most fascinating of all sciences, and I should b9 
glad to devote more attention to it, would my leisure allow of it. As 

Iet we know but little of the natural history of the West Indies. What 
have seen ^f it in books, convinces me that the investigation of the 
subject would be highly interesting and useful. Even the natural history 
of our own country becomes more interesting the farther south we travel. 
In proof of this we need only to refer to the immortal works of Audu<» 
bon and of Wilson, in their splendid American Ornithologies ; of our 
celebrated countryman William Bartram, in his travels in Florida^ 
Georgia, be. ; of the celebrated naturalbt Kalm, and many others. 

Unfortunately for the science and literature of the country, we are 
too much engaged in the pursuit of wealth through the medium of trade 
and commerce, to devote a great share of attention to the fine arts. 
The work of Wilson was sufiered to languish for the want of patronage, 
but it finally succeeded, and passed through three or four editions, and 
has covered the author with imperishable laurels. Audubon's work, 
which is on a more magnificent and splendid scale, would certainly have 
failed had it not been for the patronage of kings, nobles, and aristocratiQ 
institutions in Europe. It received but ^evr subscriptions in America, and 
it is not to be wondered at, as the subsoription price of it was eight tiuQ« 
dred dollars a copy. 

It is problematical whether Mrs. Woolstoonecrnfte's work wouU 
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succeed lo England. She has not said much upon the uses of the plants 
she has described. Medical botanies upon the same plan, with colored 
plates, have been the only ones which have received the patronage of 
the public in Europe, or in the United States, with the exception of the 
splendid work of Michaux on the Forest Trees of the United States. 
Others may have been published, but I do not recollect to have seen 
many except the Botanical Magazine, Sowerby 8c Curtis, and Woodville. 
The Flora Danica is one of the most splendid works on continental 
Europe. But of all the works which have ever appeared in Great 
Britain, and, I am told, in the world, on the subject of botany, " the 
Philosophy of Botany, or Temple of Flora, or Garden of Nature," is 
the most superb and splendid. It was to have been published in 100 
numbers, with 550 plates, at 2«. 6d. sterling a number. Whether it was 
ever completed, I do not know. It was not only a splendid monumeDt 
of the fine arts in Great Britain, but it added lasting renown to her 
science and literature. 

One of the most elegant works I ever saw upon natural history, was 
owned by Mr. Newton, President of the Pittsfield Bank, who formerly 
resided several years in the East Indies. It was in folio, and embraced 
the subjects of ornithology, entomology, botany, he. I was struck with 
the gaudy appearance of the plumage of the Indian birds, and with the 
beautiful butterflies of that country. The foliage and flowers of East 
Indian plants far surpass those of plants in this region. Red and yellow 
are the predominant colors of the flowers. This work was all done by 
hand, without the aid of plates, by East Indian artists. It cost several 
hundred dollars, and was too dear for publication. 

In my courses of lectures the ensuing fall, at Hanover, and at the 
Willoughby University in Ohio, upon medical botany and materia 
medica, I shall be able to show the classes more than three hundred 

Eaintings of medical plants, accurately drawn, principally from nature, 
esides dried specimens carefully preserved. 
Deerfitldy Mass., July 23, 1839. Stephen W, Williams, M.D. 



PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — In accordance with a desire expressed in your Journal a 
few weeks back, for information in regard to our diiSerent medical insti- 
tutions, 1 herewith forward to you some items relative to the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, extracted from their different official reports. 

Philadelphia, July 22, 1S39. Respectfully, G. 

Attending Physicians. — ^Benjamin H. Coates, M.D. ; George B. 
Wood, M.D. ; Thomas Stewardson, M.D. 

Attending Surgeons. — ^Thomas Harris, M.D. ; Jacob Randolph, 
M.D. ; George W. Norris, M.D. 

Physicians to the Imng-in Department. — Charles Lukens, M.D. ; 
Hugh L. Hodge, M.D. 
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Resident Physicians. — J. Forsyth Meigs, M.D. ; Alfred Stille, 
M.D. 

The physicians and surgeons of this hospital render their aid gratui- 
tously. Students of medicine who attend the practice of the hospital 
pay a fee of ten dollars each for the privilege, which fees are devoted 
to the foundation and endowment of a medical hbrary, which now 
consists of about seven thousand volumes, comprising a large proportion 
of the most valuable ancient and modem works on the science of 
medicine, with many rare treatises on botany and other branches of 
natural history. Students have the privilege of using this coUecUon 
while attending the hospital practice. 

The average number of patients maintained in the hospital during the 
past year, has been 210, of whom 101 were pay, and 109 poor patients. 

Of the poor patients admitted in this year, 266 were persons who 
had sustained accidental injury, received without security, and treated at 
the expense of the institution. Of this description were also 22 of the 
cases remaining in the hospital at the close of the preceding year. 

The patients treated in the hospital during the last ten years have 
been as follows. 

Official year ending in 1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1833 
1839 



Poor. 


Pay. 


Total. 


782 


561 


1343 


724 


622 


1346 


700 


673 


1373 


699 


592 


1291 


702 


512 


1214 


760 


464 


1224 


748 


495 


1243 


695 


483 


1178 


759 


487 


1246 


740 


428 


. 1168 



BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON, AUGUST 7, J839. 



A TREATISE ON THE EYE • 

Dr. William C. Wallace, of New York, the author of this compact, 
yet comprehensive little work, has heen revising and correcting the first 
edition with commendable care, and the second now embodies the latest 
discoveries in the anatomy of the visual organs. He traces the mechanism 
through a series of animals, in a manner very plain even to those unac- 
quainted with the language of anatomists. The eyes of the halibut, 
turtle, rhinoceros, lobster, &c., are not only very successfully drawn, but 
they also explain that system, of graduated mechanism by which the 



* A Treatise on the Eye, containing dlscoyerles of the caunea of near and ftu'-slghtedneM, and of the 
afftctiona of the retina, with remarks on the use of medicines aa subatitntes for spectacles. By Wll- 
Uam Clay Wallace, Oculist. Second edition. New York : Bamoel Colman, Aator Home. 1889. 
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various orders of animals are fitted to their destined localities, at once 
interesting to the general student and to the christian philosopher, 
and are amongst the most beautiful examples of design in the organization 
of the animal frame. Perhaps the physiologist will derive as much 
profit from the chapter on the fibres of the retina, and the doctor's obser- 
tions on the apparatus by which the eye is adjusted to distances, as from 
any others in the work. The function assigned to the ciliary processes, 
however, must not be overlooked in our admiration of other topics. 

For the last two or three years we have occcisionally heard of the ad- 
vances which Dr. Wallace had made in unfolding the obscure anatomy of 
the eye ; but hardly credited it all, knowing that in the ardor of scieniific 
investigation men of the greatest powers of discrimination are frequently 
deceived by their own imaginations, even when the most indefatigable in 
the pursuit of truth. For ourselves, we have no longer a remaining 
doubt upon the subject ; that he has made new and important discoveries, 
and therefore essentially accelerated the progress of science, cannot be 
questioned by those who carefully compare his dissections with the other 
latest publications on the same subject. 

It is one of the gross mistakes of approaching age, that people at such 
times imagine a necessity for spectacles, when, in fact, in eighty cases out 
of a hundred, the eye-sight is positively injured by them. If we tamper 
with our eyes, and interpose glasses between the cornea and the object, a 
re-modification and re-adjustment of the parts within necessarily follow — 
and when this new arrangement has once been established, it is no easy 
matter to restore the organs to their former primitive condition. Age 
brings with it a relaxation of the tension of all the tissues, and the eye 
sufiers temporarily with the entire system, but soon reacts, having within 
its own constitution a principle of adaptation, according to the circum- 
stances, habits and condition of the individual. From forty-five to fifty, 
a period when glasses are erroneously supposed indispensable, were they 
not resorted to at all, although there be a defective vision at the former 
focal distance, in reading, for example, the sight would soon begin to 
improve, and finally, to all intents and purposes, in a majority of instances, 
would be re-established. It is a law, and strange it is that its indications 
are not more observed, that the eye, at every period of life, will accom- 
modate itself to the wants and necessities of the individual — provided it 
is not artificially deranged. Imperfect vision, the evils of near-sightedness, 
and the misfortune of not seeing distinctly in old age, were never heard o( 
as being universal till opticians had become numerous. We do not deny 
the utility of spectacles after they have once been resorted to ; but we pe^ 
feclly agree with Dr. W^allace m saying that they are rarely necessary. 
Near-sighted children are often kept in that state through life by being 
early furnished with concave spectacles. Withhold them altogether, and 
the eye would, in exact obedience to the laws of its organization, adapt itself 
to the labor required. But when the glasses are once put on, they must 
ever after be retained. 

Incalculable injury has been the result of the fashionable folly of wear- 
ing qu izzing glasses. Both gentlemen and ladies, in the spring tide of youth, 
whose eyes are without a single defect, peep through these useless appen- 
dages of supposed gentility, till a permanent and incurable difficulty 
ensues, whicn time has no power to correct, which consists in a want of 
agreement in the focus of the two organs. Unless the surface on which 
th^ ipiage impinges oq the retina perfectly agree in both eyes^ there will 
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be distorted and indistinct vision— such as this kind of object or pros- 
pect glasses produces. 

Agreeing, as we do, in all the essentials with Dr, Wallace, and accord- 
ing to him the praise he merits as a philosopher and practical oculist, we 
are equally frank in saying that the medicine he prescribes as a substitute 
for spectacles appears to us, from his own reasoning, to be just as useless 
as the glasses. Let the eye entirely alone, is the doctrine we hope will 
yet be, as a general rule, everywhere promulgated. 



Preservation of the Teeth, — Daniel Mann, M.D., an operative dentist, 
who, judging from the character of his writings, is conversant with the 
minutest details of the profession in which he is engaged, has produced a 
little pamphlet under the title of ** A Treatise on ?Ae Preservation of the 
Teeth, for the use of Families, ^^ deserving both the attention and patronage 
of those for whom it was ostensibly prepared. It is systematically por- 
tioned off into sections, under the natural divisions " of the neglect of the 
teeth, and its consequences ; the value of the teeth ; the structure of the 
teeth and the manner in which they become diseased ; the means of pre" 
venting decay of the teeth ; the meanjs of arresting the progress of decay, ''^ 
Next, the doctor gives rules for preventing imposition ; and, finally, brings 
the essay to a close by sensible remarks on the qualifications of a dentist, 
on artificial teeth, &c. This is sufficient to show what particular topics 
have especially been the subject of the writer's deliberations. It is a pity 
that there are not one hundred pages instead of twelve — families would 
then be more likely to purchase, to read, and to place confidence in it. The 
intention was laudable, to make a book on a scale so economical that every- 
body could afford to take important advice from its pages. We think 
exceedingly well of the pamphlet, though it makes no pretensions to 
originality, nor was it designed for those already learned in morbid 
anatomy. 

Rules for Exploration of the Chest, — Our readers are especially referred 
to the papers in the three last numbers of the Journal, by Dr. Bigelow, 
one of the professors in the medical department of Harvard University, 
whose rank in the profession gives great weight to anything which he 
has leisure for communicating to his professional brethren. We look 
upon these Rules, a title which Dr. Bigelow has been pleased to give them, 
as the very best guides for the young practitioner extant. There is 
nothing in them obscure or hard to be understood ; on the contrary, the 
simplicity and accuracy with which he teaches us how to proceed, entitle 
y him to our sincere thanks for the pains he has taken to instruct us. We 
are by no means alone in this opinion. It has been suggested that if the 
whole were republished in a compact pamphlet form, it would be sought 
at the book stores with avidity. 



Maryland Medical and Surgical JotLrnal, — After an interim of some 
years, the physicians of Maryland have awaken from a long slumber, and 
now propose a quarterly journal, at $2 50 a year, under the patronage of 
the faculty of Maryland. We remember when Dr. Geddings sent forth 
from Baltimore an excellent monthly Journal, the death of which, in the 
midst of so much medical talent, excited surprise. An editorial committee 
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has been chosen, consisting of Drs. G. G. M. Roberts, Nathaniel Potter, 
James H. Miller, R. A. Durkee, J. R. W. Dunbar, and S. G. Baker. 
Each number is to contain at least one hundred and twenty pages, and 
occasionally to be embellished with engravings and portraits of distin- 
guished members of the profession. Dr. Miller is professor of anatomy 
and physiology in the Washington Medical College, and Dr. Dunbar fills 
the chair of surgery in the same institution. These names are recom- 
mendations which would give character to any work. We wish the 
projectors good success in their undertaking. 



Editorial Courtesy. — In the number of the London Medical Gazette 
for March 23d, 1839, is a part of Dr. Hay ward's valuable report of the 
surgical cases treated in the Massachusetts General Hospital, which first 
appeared in this Journal. It is so introduced as to have every appearance 
of being an original communication to that work, and no more of it was 
copied than was found perfectly convenient, as though it were an ephe- 
meral afl^r. All this is abominable, even if it was copied from the 
Eamphlet edition of the report ; and if not, the editor, of course, should 
ave given credit to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 



WajUs, — Those who have kindly furnished us with circulars, and the 
various annual publications of schools, hospitals, medical societies, dispen- 
saries, &c., in the several States, will please accept our thanks. Still, 
there are Stales from which no such papers have been received, which 
are the following, viz.. South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Loui- 
siana, Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Maryland and Vermont. Gentlemen 
residing in either of these, by forwarding such pamphlets, provided they 
are sent immediately, will confer a marked favor. 



Puncture of the Bladder. — Dr. Lewis, of Boston, punctured the bladder, 
through the rectum, in a neighboring town, the other day, and the success 
of the operation, together with its simplicity, induces us to make a record 
of the circumstance. The necessity of the operation arose from a severe 
inflammation of the urethra, which rendered it impossible to draw off the 
urine by that passage. The patient was bled locally and generally, took 
antimonials and saline cathartics, and in 24 hours was enabled to discharge 
the urine through the natural aperture. 



College of Physicians and Surgeons^ Fairfield, N. Y. — By the new 
circular, it is obvious that the faculty are making active preparations for' 
the lecture term. It will be recollected that Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, so well 
known for his researches on medical jurisprudence, holds a chair in this 
institution. Dr. F. H. Hamilton, of Auburn, has the chair of surgery. 
He is a man of energy, originality, and indomitable perseverance. Drs. 
Hadley, McNaughton and Delamater, with whose names and attainments 
the western country is familiar, still remain. 



University of New York. — A correspondent informs us that no medical 
appointments will be made at present. It will be recollected that a most 
formidable faculty was created last season; but the ill treatment meted 
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out to the gentlemen, obliged them to resign with feelings of disgust. 
Although Columbia College, also located in the same city, has, by right of 
charter, authority for electing a faculty of medicine, it has been decided, 
after mature deliberation, not to do it. 



Dr, Holers Anniversary Discourse, — A copy of Dr. Hale's discourse on 
typhoid fever was received after the materials for this day's Journal were 
prepared. Next week it will have a place. In the meantime we are 
much obliged to the donor for his polite attention. 



Medical Miscellany, — Since the first of April, down to July, not a single 
death had occurred in Pensacola, which has a population of 2300. — Dr. 
Bernland, of Larrica, in Germany, is the inventor of a new process of mak- 
ing leather out of refuse animal substances. In the course of the process 
the substance is in a fluid state, which is afterwards manufactured into 
boots and shoes. — The whole number of deaths in London from Dec. 1837, 
to Dec. 1838, was 18,266 ; males, 9,115, females 9,151. Under 2 years of 
age, 4,363. Of consumption, 2,236 ; by suicide, 27. 



Whole number of deaUis in Boston for the week ending August 3, 27. Males, 16— females, 11. 

Of consumption, 2— dropsy on the brain, 1 — inflammation of the bowels, 3— croup, 1— -decline, 1^ 
old sge, 1— scarlet fbver, 1 — hooping cough, 1— diarrhoea, 1— drowned, 2— infhntile, 2— ehild-bed, 1^ 
dysentery, 2— throat distemper, 1 — cholera morbus, 1 — canker, 1— fits, 1 — liver complaint, 1 — cancer, 
1— cholera infkntum, 1— stillborn, 8. 



JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Session of 1839-40. 
Ths regular Lectures will commence on the first Monday of Noyember. The following are the pro- 
fessors in the order of their appointment :— 

1. Jacob Grbbn, M.D., Professor of Chemistry. 

2. Samubl McCLELLAif, M.D., Professor of Midwifery, and Diseases of Women and Children. 
& Gbantillb S. PATTieoN, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 

4. John Rbvbrb, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Physic. 

5. RoBLBT DuifOLisoN, M.D., Professor of Institutes of Medicine and Medical Juriaprudenoe. 

6. RoBBRT M. Huston, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 

7. JosBPU Pancoast, M.D., Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

On and after the 1st of October the dissecting rooms will be kept open, and the Professor of Anatomy 
win give his personal attendance thereto. Lectures will likewise be delirered regularly during the 
month on rarious branches, and opportunities for clinical instruction will be afforded at the Philadel- 
phia Hospital under the Professor of Institutes of Medicine •, and at the dispensary of the college under 
the Professors of Physic and Surgery. 

Fee for each professor for the whole course, $15. Graduation fee, $90. 

Aug 7— tNl JOHN REVERE, M.D., Dean of the Faeultf, 

MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 

Thb Lectures in this Institution will commence on Thursday, October S, 1839, and continue sixteen 
weeks. 

Bbnjamin Silliman, M.D. LL.D., Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, Mineralogy and Geology. 

Eli Iybs, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic. 

William Tully, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

JoHATHAN Knioht, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

Timothy P. Bebbs, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics. 

Chablbs Hookeb, M.D., iProfessor of Anatomy and Physiology. 

The fees, which are required in adTance. are $12 50 for each course, except that on obatetrics, which 
la $6. The matriculation fee is $5, and the contingent bill for the course on chemistry, $2 50. The 
expense of a foil course, therefore, is $76. There is no expense for dissection fee, and for a reasonable 
price students are fornished with as many subjects as they may require. The lecture and dissection 
rooms are spacious and commodious, and the various cabinets are richly supplied. The graduation 
Ibe is $15. CHARLES HOOKER, Secretary, 

Yale CoUege, August 1, 1839. Aug 7— 6t 

NEW MEDICAL BOOK. 
BinABBfl or THB UnBOfl ; a series of Clinical Lectures, delivered at the Hospital La Piti^, by M. 
LIsfranc, and edited by H. Pauls, M.D. Translated (torn the French by G. Henry Lodge, M.D. 

Sir See notice of this work in Medical and Surgical Journal July 24. 

It is handsomely printed in 8yo., iOO pages, and price only $1 75. Published by William D. Tlcknor, 
comer of Washington and School streets, Boston. Aug 7— 
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THOMPSON'S APPARATtJS I^OR THE CURB OP PROLAPSUS 
UTERI, &c. 

Iir oflferiog his InBtruinent to the fhcnlty, Df TJiompsoa -would cail their attention to the foUowiaf 
atatemeuts, and r6qutot all interested to examine the article in the hands ot hii agents. 
JSxtract cif a letter /rom the late Pro/euor EberU^ to the tton, H. L. SUaworthj Commieeioner of 

Patenie^ ^., dated 

Cincinnati^ Mety 11, 1837.—" I have careAilly examined the new (7<erine rittat i^i^ented by Or. 
Bobert Thompson, of Columhus, In this Stai«, and l.can cooAdently declare, that It is onqoestlonabiy 
the moRt perfect and useAiI instrument of the kind, that has ever been offered to the public. It difleiv 
itssentially in its construction, Drom the Uterine Trass contrived by Dr. Hull, and is, in all respects, a 
fiur superior instrument." 

See, also, " The Western Joomal of Medical and Physical Bciences.** 

Processor McCleland, of Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa., declared, upon examining the 
Instrument, that " every word of Dr. Eberle's ophiion is true.*' Proftssors Chaoning and Hayward, of 
Boston, expressed like o]ilnions. * 

JExtraat 'of a letter from Prof. SetoaU to Prof, Bigelow^'daUd 

16f A Mayy 16St.— " Dr. Thompson will be pleased to show you a Uterine Trues which he baa im- 
Tented, of very superior structure to anything we have.** 

Extract of a letter fiom Prof Peixotto to Dr. Tkompgon.dated 

Columbuef Jan. 10, 1888.—" Yqur instrument, it appears to me, is formea on principles more ei^ 
larged, than those hitherto recommended for the same end, and mechanically different. I would cheer- 
Ailly recommend its adoption by our professionBl brethren generally.*' 

For sale in Boston by Ilieodore Metoalf, apothecary, No. S3 Tremont Bow. Price, #10. 
June li^ly 

^j^g^j^Y MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
This Institution received its charter from the Legislature of the State during the past winter, and 
oommenced operations with a class of sixty-flve students *, thirteen of whom recdrtiJ the degree of 
Doctor in Medicine at the close of the session. The college edifice and its accommodations j the mu- 
seum, theatre, dissecting rooms and laboratory, are all on a scale of magnitude and excellence equal. 
It is believed, to those of any similar institution in the country. 

Choice and extensive collections of anatomical specimens and morbid preparations, wKh cabinets of 
materia medica, botany, mineralogy, geology, and zoology, together with casta, plates, drawings, 
models, instruments and apparatus for illustrating the different departments of study, have all been 
provided and arranged in the museum of the coliege, which will beopenJbr the inspection of studenta 
•during the lecture term. 

The ensuing session will commence oil Tuesday, October Ist, 1889, and continue sixteen weeks. The 
faculty consists of the following gentlemen. 

• Aldbiv March, M.D., President of the Faculty, dnd Prolfessor of Surgery. 

EDBirszKS Bmmonh, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Natural History. 

David M. Rbesb, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

Jambs H, Abmsby, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 

David M. McLachlan, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

Gunning 8. BBoroKD, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics. 

Thomas Hon, M.D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine. 

Amos Dban, Esq., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
The fee fer all the courses is $70. Matriculation fee, $5. Graduation fee, #90. Price of boardlBg, 
flrom $8 50 to $8 60 per week. For Airther particulars Inquire of either of the gentlemen of the 
Faculty. JAMES Hi ABMSBY, Regittnf. 

Allnmyy Jultf, 1839. Jy 17— tO 

GENEVA MEDICAL COF.LEGE. 

Ti^E Medical Lectures will commence on the 1st Tuesday of October and continue sixteen weeks. 
Institutes and Practice of Medicine, by • - - T. Spkvcbr, M.D., Geneva. 
Obstetrics and Materia Medica, by - - - - C. B. Coybntby, M.D., Utica. 

•Anatomy und Physiology, by Jambs Webstbi, M.D. Bochester. 

Surgery, by-- ... . --D.L. BoDosaa, M.D., Geneva. 

Chemistry, by - William UsHka, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by the Professors of Chemistry and Anatomy. 
Thomas Spbncbr, M.D., Regietrar. C. B: COVENTBY, M.D., Dson. 
Qenevoy July 16, lSj39. Jy 81— tO 

BROWN'S PATENT SELF-INJECTING APPARATUS. 

Thb undersigned r*5Speclftilly calls the attention of medical practitioners to a newly invented Instra- 
ment, which is for sale at his store, No. 481 Waahington street, oomer of Elliot atreet. If ph\-aiclaBa 
would examine the principles of iu construction, they would appreciate its useflriness, and would 
probably be induced to recommend it very generally in their practice. Phyiiclans, druggists, and the 
Inhabitants of Boston, are particularly invited to look into the' superiority of this article over the in- 
ventor's former instmment, as it now has the advantage of Goodyear's new India Bubber, which is 
allowed by all to be an entirely different article 0-dm that formerly manufectured. 

Feb. 6— eoply WILLIAM BBOWN> 
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